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^ I H E Cafes  here  offered  to 

H 

•fl-  the  Public,  are  the  refult 
of  attentive  obfervation,  and  of  a 
long  and  pretty  extenfive  Experi- 
ence ; they  are  a Collediion  of 
Fadls,  faithfully  related,  and  as 

^ ■ -I  » 

•V  . -» 

fuch,  I hope,  will  be  confidered 


as  an  evidence  of  laudable  induf- 
try  ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  prove 
ufeful,  by  the  addition  they  bring 
to  the  Stock  of  Medical  Truths : 

• I 

with  this  merit,  if  allowed  me,  I 
lhall  reft  fatisfied,  and  fhall 

4.  . ^ 


PREFACE. 

perfift  with  diligence  and  care,  in 
compleating  the  Second  Volume  ; 

which  is  already  in  the  Prefs,  and 

/ 

in  great  forwardnefs. 

* 4 4 • ■ \ . I 


It  will  be  eahly  perceived,  that 
I have  been  guided,  and  encou- 
raged in  my  attempt,  by  the 
information  I derived  at  firft, 
from  the  LeAures  of  the  late 

I * A 

.»  I 


learned  Doddr  Colin  Mackenzie, 

• -■  ‘ * 

and  afterwards,  from  my  corre- 
fpondence  with  that  truly  ingeni- 
ous Gentleman,  who  died  janu- 

* ■ ' ^ - < 


ARY  31, 


1775*  The  whole  of 

% 

this  correfpondence  is  given  in  the 
prefent  Work, . 
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CASE  I. 

E.  G.  A poor  woman,  was  taken  in  la- 
bour of  her  fecond  child  about  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  of  the  nineteenth  of  may, 
1761  ; at  fcven  I was  fent  for,  and  upon 
examination,  found  the  os  externum  and  conti- 
guous  parts  much  tumified,  and  difordered  with 
the  lues  venerea ^ which  fhe  owned  to  have  been 

S afBicIed 
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affli(fted  with  from  the  third  month  of  her  preg- 
nancy; and,  which  had 'been  attended  with 
difcharges  of  fetid  matter,  pain,  dyfury,  and 
blotches  on  the  furface  of  the  body.  The  os 
tincce  was  very  high  up,  tenfe,  and  dilated  to 
about  the  breadth  of  a hlver  penny  ; her  pulfe 
w^as  weak;  at  times  fhe  eje£ied  by  vomit  a 
quantity  of  porraceous  phlegm,  and  appeared 
to  labour  under  the  moft  dreadful  appre- 
henhons,  having  been  informed  by  fome  ofHr 
cious  goffip,  that  women  w'ho  were  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  have  the  foul  difeafe,  when  delivered, 
feldom  furvived  their  lying-in.  ’Tw^as  difficult 
to  foothe  her  Into  a more  comfortable  opinion  of 
her  cafe:  however,  my  confolations  had  fome 
weight,  and  the  horrors  of  her  mind  were,  in  a 
great  meafure,  appeafed  — the  pains  were  but 
trifling  all  through  the  day,  and  about  ten  at 
ni2:ht  the  os  tinea:  w^as  found  little  more  dilated 
than  in  the  morning.  1 exhibited  an  anodyne, 
and  left  her  till  fix  the  next  morning,  when  I was 
told  that  the  pains  had  come  flronger  and  faher, 

but 
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but  on  examination  I.  could  find  no  difference  in 
the  ftatc  of  the  os  tinccs,  I waited  with  her  till 
eight  in  the  evening,  when  repeating  the  opiate, 

I again  left  her  till  one  the  next  morning,  and 
then  received  another  call ; the  pains  now  recur- 
red much  fader,  and  the  os  tinea  was  dilated  to 
the  breadth  of  a crown  piece,  the  membranes 
protruded  in  a kind  of  bag,  and  between  the 
pains  I could  plainly  difeover  a prefentation  of  ‘ 
the  vertex  about  the  middle  of  the  pelvis  : after 
waiting  till  near  ten  o’clock  the  next  morning, 
and  the  pains  being  yet  pretty  drong,  I began  to 
imagine  that  the  rigidity  of  the  membranes 
might,  probably,  in  fome  meafure,  retard  the 
delivery;  upon  which,  (the  fofc  parts  being 
fufficiently  dilated)  I ventured  to  rupture  them 
with  my  fore  finger,  when  the  head  almod  indan- 
taneoudy  defeended  into  the  lower  part  of  the 
pelviSf  fo  as  to  protrude  the  external  parts  in 
form  of  a tumour,  and,  with  a fmall  pain,  in  a 
few  minutes  afterwards,  was  delivered:  the  child 
was  much  difcoloured,  appeared  to  have  been 
long  dead,  and  the  lower  jaw  and  left  leg  were 

B 2 emaciated 
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emaciated  and  putrid.  After  waking  near  an 
hour  for  the  cxpulfion  of  the  placenta  and 
gently  waving  the  funis  from  fide  to  fide,  it  on 
a fudden  gave  way,  and  broke  off,  and  prefently 
after  an  haemorrhage  came  on ; when  the  woman 
reclining  on  her  right  fide,  I went  up  with  my 
left  hand,  gained  the  edge  of  the  cake,  and  with 
very  little  trouble  delivered  it  whole ; no  extras 
ordinary  difeharge  enfued,  the  patient’s  flrength 
w'as  as  good  as  could  be  expe^ed,  and  her  after 
pains  very  moderate.  I ordered  her  a diapho^ 
retie  mixture  with  Jyrupus  t rneconio^  with  which 
fhe  refted  pretty  well,  perfpired  freely,  and  was 
the  next  day  in  every  refpeft  better  than  could 
have  been  imagined ; but  early  in  the  following 
morning  was  feized  with  a profufe  diarrhoea, 
W’hich,  notwithflanding  my  utmoft  care  and 
attention  to  her  unhappy  fituation,  carried  her  off 
on  the  fifth  day  after  her  delivery. — I took  an 
opportunity  of  relating  the  cafe  to  doff  or  Mac- 
kenzie, who  was  of  opinion  that  the  lues  had 
affeffed  the  uterus^  and  was  the  caufe  of  her 
death. 


MAuai- 
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mauriceau,  obf.  23,  p.  20.  mentions  the  cafe 
of  a young  woman,  who  in  the  feventh  month  of 
her  pregnancy  was  falivated  for  the  lues  venerea, 
and  who  fpit  near  three  quarts  a day,  and  yet 
was  happily  delivered,  at  the  full  time,  of  a 
healthy  child. 

OBS.  71,  p.  60.  he  avers  to  have  feen  a cafe 
fimilar  to  the  former,  only  the  patient  was  but 
two  months  and  a half  gone  with  child ; the  ufe 
of  the  warm  bath  was  forbid,  and  the  woman,  at 
laft,  was  fafely  delivered  of  a healthy  child, 

OBS.  100.  p.  83.  he  recites  a cafe  (imila'r  to" 
the  former,  with  a remark,  “ that  in  all  cafes 
where  a pregnant  woman  is  infe61ed  with  a lues 
venerea,  it  is  fafefl  and  propereft  to  falivatc  her 
in  the  earlier  months  of  pregnancy,  when  the 
evacuation  will  lefs  affe^l  the  feetus. — Two  other 
cafes  are  alfo  mentioned,  but  in  one  of  them 
the  patient  had  only  a gonorrhoea,  which,  though 
not  cured,  did  not  affeft  the  child:  and,  in  the 

other 
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other  cafe,  the  patient  was  only  fufpe£lcd  of  ha- 
ving the  infection. 

t 

DR.  SMELLiE,  to  whom  thc  world  is  much 
obliged  for  his  obhetric  improvements,  and  many 
ufeful  communications,  and  to  whofe  mechanical 
plan,  the  art  of  midwifery  will  ever  hand 
greatly  indebted,  in  his  firfl  volume,  p.  1 65.  treating 
of  i\\Q  gonorrhoea  and  lues  venerea,  gives  the  follow- 
ing inllrudions : if  the  diflernper  has  pro- 

ceeded to  an  inveterate  degree  of  the  fecond  in- 
feflion,  attended  with  cancerous  ulcerations  of 
the  pudenda,  buboes  in  the  groin,  ulcers  in  the 
nofe  and  throat,  fo  that  the  life  of  the  patient 
or  conllitution  of  the  parts  is  endangered,  mer- 
curials mufl  be  given,  fo  as  to  raife  a gentle  fali- 
vation  ; which  ought  to  be  immediately  rcflrained, 
and  even  carried  off  by  mild  purgatives,  and 
renewed  occafionaliy,  according  to  the  flrength 
of  thc  woman,  until  the  virus  be  utterly  dif- 
charged  ; here,  howxver,  a great  deal  mud  de- 
pend on  the  judgment  and  diferetion  of  the  pre- 
feriber,  ^vho,  rather  than  propofe  any  thing  that 

might 
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miglit  occafion  abortion,  ought  to  try,  by  pal- 
liating medicines,  to  alleviate  and  keep  under 
the  fymptoms  till  after  delivery”.  In  his  fecond 
vol.  no.  4.  cafe  the  firft,  he  treats  of  a poor  wo- 
man who  had  the  lues,  “ who  was  delivered 
of  a child,  which,  at  firh,  had  no  appearance  of 
infe£lion;  but,  in  about  eight  days,  the  Jcrotim 
and  penis  began  to  fwell,  inflame,  and  break  out 
in  little  ulcers;  the  whole  body  was  foon  co- 
vered with  venereal  blotches,  and  it  was  attacked 
by  a cough,  which  deftroyed  it  in  three  weeks 
after  it  was  born.  — The  mother  had  ulcers  in 
her  throat,  which  grew  worfe  and  worfe : in 
about  a fortnight  after  her  delivery  her  lungs 
were  affe^led,  a confumption  enfued,  and  death 
W'as  the  confequence”.  — Immediately  after  the 
cafe  are  forae  obfervations,  which  tend  to  fhew, 
that  falivation  is  much  fafer  in  the  firll  fix  or 
feven  months  of  pregnancy,  than  afterwards. 

« 

DR.  ROBERT  WALLACE  JOHNSON,  in  his  fyflem 
of  MIDWIFERY,  p.  138,  fpcaks  in  a judicious 
and  clear  manner  of  the  lues  venerea  in  pregnant 


women^ 
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women,  recites,  with  accuracy,  the  diagnofilcs 
and  prognoftics  attending  them  under  that  com- 
plaint, and  points  out  the  neceffary  regimen  and 
cure,  p,  19  8.  He  further  adds,  that  when  little^ 
or  nothing  has  been  done  towards  a cure,  the 
child  is  often  dead  before  its  birth ; but,  if  born 
alive,  it  feldom  furvives  the  month. 

lamotte,  obf.  588.  mentions  the  cafe  of  a 
lady,  who  not  knowing  her  diforder  to  be  any 
other  than  the  Jluor  albus^  he  cured  of  a gonor^ 
rhaa  fimplcx. 

OES.  389.  8c  390.  the  fame  author  alfo  gives 
us  two  other  cafes,  in  both  which  the  women 
had  the  lues,  but  their  hufbands  remained  undif- 
cafed ; from  which  he  infers,  that  there  mull  be 
a particular  difpofition  before  a perfon  can  con- 
trail the  difeafe  in  an  impure  coitus.  See  the 
fame  author,  p.  502.  and  Cases  xi.  and  xxix*. 
of  this  publication. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 


M.  C.  Aged  thirty-one,  in  July,  1761, 
was  taken  with  pains  refembling  thofe  of  labour, 


pronounced  that  (lie  had  gone  her  time,  and  was 
in  labour;  but  after  waiting  many  hours,  and 
no  figns  of  delivery  appearing,  her  friends  grew* 
uneafy,  and  folicited  my  affiftance.  Upon  exa- 
mination, the  05  tincce  was  found  clofe  fhut, 
no  mucus  defcended,  and  by  paying  proper 
attention  to  her  pains,  I obferved  they  were 
chiefly  confined  to  the  abdomen,  and.  did 
not  recur  at  dated  periods ; on  which  account  I 
declared  them  to  be  fpurious,  and  that  the 
labour  was  not  begun.  The  pulfe  being  fuli 
and  hard,  eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 
away,  and  as  fhe  had  not  been  at  flool  for  three 


upon  which  a midwife  was  fent  for,  who  haflily 
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days,  an  emcllicnl  clyflcr  was  prepared  and  In- 
jeclcd,  from  which  flie  received  great  relief ; but 
as  her  uncafincfs  was  not  entirely  removed,  I 
fent  an  opiate  to  take  at  bed  time,  and  heard 
no  more  of  licf  for  a fortnight ; flic  was  then 
attacked  with  fimilar  complaints,  and  relieved 
by  the  fame  means  as  before.  Near  a month 
afterwards,  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  I 
W'as  again  called  to  her;  but  now  her  pains  were 
genuine,  fmall,  but  regular,  the  mucus  defeen- 
ded,  and  the  os  tinea  was  beginning  to  dilate, 
but  felt  hard  and  rigid  to  the  touch  ;''the  pulfe 
was  much  depreffed,  and  the  patient  greatly  de- 
jected* I ordered  her  fome  wine  caudle,  with  a 
few  drops  of  £LixiR  PAREGORicuM,  and  flaid 
with  her  till  nine  in  the  evening,  when  finding 
her  free  from  pain,  and  afleep,  I left  her : at 
fix  in  the  morning  I received  a melTage  to  attend 
her,  and  was  told  that  her  pains  had  been  very 
flrong  and  regular  for  three  hours  together,  and 
that  the  waters  had  nevvdy  broke,  which  1 found  to 
be  the  cafe;  and  likewife,  that  the  os  tinea  was 
much  dilated,  and  in  lime  of  pain,  the  vertex 

puflied 
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puflied  down  into  the  pelvis^  but  receded  as 
it  went  oft.  I ^ave  the  patient  every  encourage- 

t 

ment  in  my  power,  having  rcafon  to  believe  the 
event  would  be  fpeedy  and  favorable,  but  herein 
I was  difappointed ; for,  although  the  pains  ftill 
continued  powerful,  yet  they  were  ineftedual  for 
many  hours,  which  furprized  me  the  more,  as  the 
uterus  had  receded  from  the  head  of  the  child, 
which  was  not  large.  The  w^oman  had  been 
ufed  to  good  labours,  and  the  pelvis  was  appa- 
rently well  formed.  About  an  hour  before  the 
child  was  delivered,  the  attendants  were  rather 
anxious  and  urgent  for  the  delivery,  but  were 
fatisfied  with  my  affurances  of  there  being  no  dan- 
ger, and,  that  as  the  child  prefented  fair,  and  the 
pains  were  good,  they  muft,  for  the  fafety  both  of 
mother  and  child,  be  fome  time  longer  fubmitted 
to ; which  they  w^re,  and  the  woman,  after  ha- 
ving undergone  uncommon  feverity  of  pain  for 
the  laft  feven  hours,  was  delivered  at  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon.  funis  w^as  four  times  cir- 

cumvoluted  about  the  neck  of  the  feetus,  which 
came  away  together  with  the  placenta.  It  was 

C 2 fome 
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fomc  time  before  any  figns  of  life  appeared  in  the 
child,  and  not  till  it  had  bled  from  the  funist 
and  been  well  rubbed  with  warm  cloths.  The 
patient  complained  of  third  and  heat,  and  her 
pulfe*  was  much  accelerated;  a few  grains  of  sal 
NiTRi  were  therefore  exhibited  in  barley  water, 
and  repeated  every  five  hours ; a perfpiration 
came  on,  the  third  and  heat  abated,  the  patient 
recovered,  and  has  fince  had  feveral  children  ; 
with  all  of  which  I have  attended  her,  without 
the  lead  difficulty  whatever. 

IN  the  19th  colleflion  of  dr.  smellie’s  cases, 

vol.  2.  no.  I.  cafe  i.  with  a reference  to  table 
/ 

9.  is  the  cafe  of  a woman  who  was  delivered  of 
a dead  child,  about  whofe  neck  the  funis  was 
four  times  circu involuted. 

case  it.  of  the  fame  colledion,  exhibits  an 
indance  of  the  head’s  being  retraded  by  the  cir- 
cumvolutions of  the  funis  round  the  neck  of  the 
child.  Several  podures  were  adapted  for  the 
woman’s  delivery,  but  that  between  fitting  and 

lying 
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lying  was  found  to  be  the  mod  commodious* 
The  fingers  were  introduced  into  the  rcBum^  and 
thereby  the  head  prevented  from  being  drawn 
up  again  after  a pain ; by  which  means  it  ad- 
vanced farther  and  farther,  and  its  delivery  was 
affifled  by  raifing  the  forehead  upwards  with  an 
half  round  turn  from  the  lower  part  of  the  tis 
externum,  — The  hint  of  affifting  in  this  manner 
was  taken  from  ould's  treatife,  publifhed  in  the 
year  1742. 

MR.  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  in  lus  elements 
of  the  pradice  of  midwifery,  affirms,  “ the 
funis  to  be  fometimes  faulty  from  its  too 
great  length,  or  the  contrary”.  Thus  he 
fays,  the  extraordinary  length,  by  forming 
circumvolutions  round  the  child’s  neck ‘or  body, 

I 

fometimes  proves  the  caufe  of  protra£ling  the 
labour;  but  as  this  can  only  happen  when  the’ 
chord  is  of  an  uncommon  T-ngth,  there  is  ge- 
nerally enough  left  to  admit  of  the  exit  of  the 
child  with  fafety’':  and  contradiedory  to  the 
above  pradice  received  from  ould’s  treatife,  he 

* further 
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further  obferves,  that  “ the  pra£Hce  of  intro- 
ducing a finger  in  ano,  to  prefs  back  the  coc-- 
cj)Xt  or  to  prevent  the  head,  when  it  advances, 

t 

from  being  retracfied  by  circumvolutions  of  the 
chord,  is  now  entirely  laid  afide;  an  expedient”, 
which  he  affirms,  “ can  anfwer  no  end  but  that 
of  fretting  and  bruifing  the  parts  of  the  mother, 
and  injuring  thofe  of  the  child”. 

IN  a treatife  on  the  improvement  of  mid- 
wifery, by  mr.  edmund  chapman,  we  find, 
that  “ when  the  child  is  bora  as  far  as  his 
flioulders,  and  the  navel  firing  appears  to  be 
twice  twifled  round  its  neck,  he  orders  a woman 
to  pafs  the  feiffars  (carefully  avoiding  any  hurt 
to  the  child)  under  one  of  the  involutions,  and 
cut  the  string,  not  fuffering  the  child  to  ad- 
vance any  farther  before  this  be  done. 

WHEREAS,  mr.  HAMILTON  affirms  “ it  to  be 
time  enough,  in  general,  after  the  child  is  born, 
to  Hip  the  noofe  over  the  fhoulder  or  head” ; 
and  fays,  “ there  is  feldom  occafion  to  divide 

the 


the  chord  in  the  birth,  a practice  that  may  be 
attended  with  trouble  and  hazard. 

THE  late  dr.  burton^  of  york,  in  his  elTay  on 
MIDWIFERY,  relates  two  cafes,  where  the  umbilical 
chord  hindered  the  birth  of  the  child,  by  bein^ 
fo  long,  that  it  was  near  three  times  wrapped  or  ^ 
twilled  round  the  child’s  neck.  In  the  firll  cafe 
the  child  was  born  dead,  and  in  the  fecond  alive# 
He  alfo  fhews,  p.  177,  another,  in  which,  upon 
endeavouring  to  deliver  footling,  he  found  the 
umbilical  chord  twice  twided  round  the  child’s 

r 

body ; that  it  was  very  flrong,  and  went  betwixt 
the  child’s  thighs : as  it  impeded  his  endeavours, 
and  prevented  the  child  from  advancing  in  its 
delivery,  he  thought  it  necelTary  to  rupture  the 
chord,  and  the  child  was  born  immediately. 

THE  celebrated  ruysch,  p.  56,  of  his  pra6li- 
cal  obfervations  in  surgery  and  midwifery, 
fpeaks  of  a foetus,  killed  by  a wonderful  contor- 
tion of  the  funiculus  umbilicalis,  and  thinks 
this  difeafe  proceeded  from  a more  frequent  turn- 
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ing  round  of  the  fottus  in  utcro ; and,  that  this 
was  the  caufe  of  its  death,  by  intercepting  en- 
tirely the  circulation  of  the  blood  through  the 
vafcular  rope. 

THERE  are  fome  remarks  on  this  fubje£l  (the 
twilling  of  the  chord  about  the  neck  of  \ht  foetus) 
to  be  met  with  in  different  parts  of  lev  ret  ; and 
I find  that  he  likewife  quotes  la  motte,  book  ii. 
chap.  9* 

I HAVE  fince  met  with  feveral  lingering  labours, 
where  there  has  been  no  unufual  flraitnefs,  or 
any  kind  of  impediment  to  be  difeovered  in  the 
pelvis,  and  the  efforts  of  the  women  have  been 
very  powerful,  yet  ineffe6lual,  occafioned  by  the 
neck  being  entangled  in  the  funis^ 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

In  the  month  of  august,  1761,  I was  fent 
for  at  the  defire  of  a midwife,  to  affifl  a woman 
whofe  efforts  of  labour  had  been  ineffectually 
violent  for  the  laft  ten  hours.  The  waters  had 
broke  foon  after  the  beginning  of  the  labour,  and 
continued  draining  off  in  great  quantities.  The 
os  tinccB  was  widely  dilated,  the  woman’s  flrength 
and  fpirits  were  pretty  good,  and  the  head  of  the 
child  was  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  advan- 
cing when  the  pain  came  on,  and  receding  as  it 
went  off.  The  midwife  had  treated  her  with 
much  care  and  tendernefs ; but  as  flie  had  been 
long  confined  to  lying  on  her  left  fide,  I dcfired 
her  poflure  might  be  altered,  and  that  fife  would 
turn  to- the  oppofite  one,  in  which  fituation  fhe 
was  foon  delivered,  when  the  funis  umhili- 
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calls  appeared  uncommonly  fhort,  and  was 
turned  once  round  the  neck,  which  had  doubt- 
lefs  been  the  principal  impediment  to  the  birth. 
Vide  LAMOTTE,  chap.  22.  8c  chap.  g.  obferv. 
ijg,  120,  8c  121, 

BY  pra£lical  obfervation,  we  fhall  find,  I be- 
lieve, that  the  (hortnefs  of  the  funis  umbilicalis  is 
much  feldomer  the  caufe  of  the  head’s  retrac- 
tion, betwixt  each  pain,  than  the  circumvolu- 
tions of  it  about  the  neck ; and,  that  when  it 
does  occur,  the  placenta  is  generally  in  more  dan- 
ger of  being  detached  from  the  uterus^  than  in 
the  other  cafe. 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1762,  I was 
defired  to  vilit  a woman  who  had  undergone  a 
lingering  labour  of  five  days  and  nights,  and 
been  attended  by  a midwife.  It  was  about  five 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  of  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber, when  I came  to  this  patient— I found  the 
os  tinea  greatly'  dilated,  and  the  cranium  prefent- 
ing  naturally  with  the  vertex,  but  drawing  back 
after  the  pains,  which  were  but  trifling,  and 
feldom  recurred.  In  this  ftate  I gave  her  an 
opiate,  defired  fhe  might  be  kept  quiet,  and  that 
1 might  be  again  fent  for  when  the  pains  grew 
ftronger,  which  was  not  till  the  evening  of  the 
next  day,  when  I received  another  call,  and  had 
fcarcely  been  in  the  room  twenty  minutes  before 
fhe  was  delivered  by  the  natural  efforts  of  a 
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fine  live  child  ; the  circumference  of  whofe  funis 
was  but  little  lefs  than  two  inches,  and  the 
length  not  quite  ten. 

MAURiCEAU,  obf.  406,  givcs  an  inflance 

of  his  having  delivered  a woman  of  her  firfl 

child,  whofe  naval  firing  was  extremely  fhort 

and  as  thick  as  its  arm.  The  child  had  been 
» ■ > * * ■ 

dead  feveral  days  before  delivery.  Several  like 
cafes  are  given  by  the  fame  author,  obf.  401. 
54g.  612.  640.  662.  687.  Htldanus  obf.  chi- 
rurg.  cent,  2,  &:  obf.  50.  Vide  lamotte’s  obf. 

229- 

DR.  BURTON,  p.  144.  mentions  a remarkable 
cafe,  in  which  the  labour  was  retarded  by  the 
fhortnefs  of  the  umbilical  chord,  which  he  reached 
and  ruptured  to  facilitate  the  delivery  * and 
■\vhich  he  fays  was  not  j^bove  ten  inches  long, 
and  of  t\vice  the  thicknefs  of  his  thumb,  very 
hard  in  fome  places,  and  knotty,  as  it  is  com- 
monly called.  He  alio  met  with  two  other  cafes 
fimilar  to  this,  in  both  which  the  chords  were 
as  fhort,  but  fmaller. 

* 1 ' 


CASE 


CASE  V. 


On  the  24th  of  MARCH,  1762,  my  affif- 
tance  was  fought  in  regard  to  the  placenta  of  a 
young  woman,  who  had  four  hours  before,  with- 
out any  extraordinary  trouble,  been  delivered  of 
a fine  male  child  by  a man-midwife,  who,  upon 
my  coming  into  the  chamber  appeared  much 
ruffled  and  uncafy,  averring,  that  his  fkill 
had  been  called  in  queflion,  and  his  pra£lice 
much  cenfured  by  the  attendants,  becaufe  he 
had  not  been  able  to  deliver  the  placenta ; I fym- 
pathized  with  him  upon  his  fituation,  and  be<^o*cd 
we  might  ufe  our  joint  endeavours  to  ferve 
the  patient : he  had  made  many  eflays  by  pulling 
and  gently  waving  the  firing,  but  to  no  purpofc, 
and  had  once,  he  faid,  introduced  his  hand 
into  the  vagina,  with  a defign  to  open  the 


uterus 
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uterus  and  detach  the  placenta  from  its  adhefion^ 
but  his  proceeding  was  prevented  by  the  cries  of 
the  woman.  The  women  became  very  prefTing 
that  I fhould  deliver  the  after-birth ; but,  for 
my  own  part,  as  the  woman  did  not  flood,  I faw 
much  lefs  damage  in  its  retention,  than  in  paf- 
fing  up  the  hand  for  its  cxtraclion  ; but,  however, 
in  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  the  by-flanders, 
I had  the  woman  placed  on  her  back,  and  with 
the  utmofl  gentlenefs  pafled  my  hand,  fufl&ci- 
ently  lubricated  through  the  vagina  into  the  ute- 
rus^ where  finding  the  cake  loofe  and  difen  gaged, 
I flipped  my  fingers  behind  it,  and  grafping  it 
firmly  with  much  caution,  extra6led  it  whole  and 
entire,  and  no  difagreeable  fymptoms  fallowing, 
the  woman  did  very  well.  Upon  examining  the 
fu7iis  and  placenta,  the  former  appeared  to  have 
been  inferted  in  the  very  center  of  the  latter ; 
from  whence,  probably,  might  arlfe  its  unufual 
retention  ? at  lead,  I have  no  lefs  an  authoritv, 
than  ruysch’s,  to  fuppofe  it  w^as  fo,  as  he  has 
publifhed  a very  curious  cafe  of  the  extra^lion 
of  the  placenta,  being  impeded  by  a particular 

infertion 
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infcrtion  of  it  into  the  placenta;  in  which  he 
obferves,  that  no  writer  has  made  mention  of 
the  CENTRAL  infertion  of  the  funiculus  into  the 
placenta,  which  is  one  of  the  chief  objects  to  its 
eafy  extra^lion  ; for  when  funiculus  is  inferted 
exadly  into  the  center  of  the  placenta,  it  gene- 
rally feparates  from  it  with  difficulty,  in  fo 
much,  that  midvvives  are  frequently  obliged  to 
wound  fuch  a placenta  with  their  fore  finger,  in 
order  to  make  itfeperate;  whereas,  if  the  funi- 
culus was  inferted  either  to  one  fide  or  the 
other,  the  placenta  would  eafily  follow  the  foetus  : 
the  reafon  of  this  is,  the  fame  as  that  of  a round 
piece  of  leather,  formed  into  a fucker,  with  a 
firing  in  the  center  of  it;  for  when  that  piece 
of  leather  is  wetted  and  applied  to  a heavy  ftone, 
it  will  eafily  lift  up  a done  from  the  earth  with- 
out being  pulled  off;  but  if  the  firing  is  fafiened 
to  one  fide  of  the  leather  it  will  not  be  capable 
of  producing  that  effeff. 
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CASE  VI. 

A.  C.  Aged  twenty-feven,  during  the  latter 
months  of  gefladon  with  her  fifth  child,  com- 
plained  of  very  great  pains,  infomuch  that  flie 
could  neither  fit,  lie,  or  hand,  without  particular 
uneafinefs  ; bleeding  was  ufed,  and  opiates  fre- 
quently referred  to,  but  neither  eafed  her  long 
together:  by  undergoing  fuch  wearifome  and 
almoft  inceffant  pains  her  flrength  was  much  di- 
miniflied,  and  fhe  fuffercd  great  anxiety  of  mind. 
In  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  august,  1762. 
fhe  had  pains  which  were  taken  for  thofe  of  la- 
bour; in  confequence  whereof  I was  called, 
and  upon  examination  could  not  difcover  the  0^ 
iincce,  a circumflance,  which  having  never  met 
Vvith  before,  furprized  me  very  much.  I re- 

F.  qucflcd 
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quefled  fhe  might  alter  her  poflare,  and  fuffcr 
me  to  touch  her  again  ; but  being  averfe  to  either, 
and  very  fretful,  I left  her,  after  exhibiting  an 
opiate,  and  alTuring  her  that  I would  wait  on 
her  again  as  foon  as  fent  for.  She  dofed 
through  moO;  part  of  the  day,  and  in  the  even- 
ing, being  much/refreflied,  walked  about,  and 
feemed  ealier  than  fhe  had  been  for  many 
days  before.  1'lie  following  night  fhe  was 
again  taken  with  pains  ; and  even  now, 
upon  fearching,  I was  not  able  to  find  the 
tincce,  and  therefore  flill  remained  ignorant  of 
the  true  flate  of  the  labour — flie  was  very  pec- 
vifli  and  low-fpirited ; and  whenever  the  pains 
recurred,  complained  of  an  uncommon  pufhing 
againfl  her  fides,  which  gave  me  the  idea  of  a 
CROSS  birth,  and  made  me  extremely  anxious  to 
difcover  the  fituatioa  of  the  os  tincce  and  prefen- 
tation  of  the  foetus.  After  waiting  fome  time  I 
obtained  leave  to  touch  her,  when  taking  advan- 
tage of  her  permifllon,  1 gradually  paffed  my 
whole  hand,  lubricated  with  axungiUy  up  the  va- 
gina, and  with  my  fore  finger  fcarched  for,  and 

difco- 
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dlfcovered  the  os  tinea  to  the  left  fide,  very  high 
up  and  open  to  a great  breadth : on  preffing  my 
fingers  in  a conical  form,  I gently  proceeded 
through  it  and  felt  fomething  foft,  which 
I then  imagined  to  be  the  breech  of  the 
child ; but  as  I was  not  certain,  my  hand 
being  much  cramped,  and  the  patient  terrified, 
I was  obliged  to  defer  all  further  fearch  for  the 
prefent,  and  withdrew  it,  declaring  in  -pri- 
'vate  to  the  affiflants  that  the  child  did  not  pre- 
fent right,  and  that  the  labour  w^ould  be  at- 
tended with  fome  difficulty.  The  pains  follow- 
ing pretty  quick  and  faft,  I touched  her -again, 
palTed  my  hand  as  before,  and  found  the  belly 
of  the  child  diffinguifliable  bv  the  infertion  -’of 
the  funis  at  the  navel.  As  fhe'was  placed  on 
her  right  fide  upon  the  bed,  I went  up  gently  for 

the  * feet,  wdiich  w^ere  clofe : together  doubled 

\ 

over  the  breaft,  and  taking  hold  of  them  with 
my  hand,  with  great  care  and  ‘ circumfpedion 
brought  them  down  into  the  vagina,  and  deli- 
vered them  : the  patient  was  then  turned  and 
placed  on  her  back,  and  her  hips  being  elevated 

E 2 higher 
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higher  than  her  head,  with  her  legs  hanging 
down,  and  fupported  by  affiflants  — 1 feated 
myfelf  in  a low  chair  betwixt  them ; and,  taking 
hold  of  the  legs,  delivered  to  the  breech,  when 
paflfing  up  my  finger  I found  the  belly  of  the 
child  to  the  back  of  its  mother,  and  immedi- 
ately delivered  to'  the  fhoulders;  then  introdu- 
cing my  fore  finger  between  the  child's  fhoulder 
and  the  pubis  of  the’  woman,  and  Hipping  it 
down  to  the  right  arm,  with  a half-round  turn 
delivered  it:  in  the  fame  manner  I gained  the 
left  arm;  then  hooking  the  neck  with  the  two 
fiifl  fingers  of  my  right  hand,  and  Aiding  the 
whole  of  my  left  up  to  the  child’s  face, 
by  gently  pulling  and  waving  both  hands 
at  the  fame  time  from  fide  to  fide,  with  little 
difficulty  I delivered  the  head.  The  child  was 
alive  and  unhurt ; but  by  way  of  caution  I fuf- 
fered  it  to  bleed  from  the  funis,  to  the  quantity 
of  a tea  cup  full,  and  dire<fied  its  being  bathed 
with  warm  milk  and  water  before  it  was  drefied. 


•V 


nioNif 


[ 29  ] 

DioNis  remarks,  that  when  the  child  prefents 
with  the  belly  or  bread  foremod,'  the  two  dtua- 
tions  are  much  the  fame,  and  equally  dangerous, 

for  THE  NAVEL  STRING  IN  BOTH,  NEVER  FAILS  TO 
COME  forth;  and  the  back  bone,  which  can  by 
no  means  be  bent  backwards,'  is  fo  prefs’d  that 
the  child  is  rack’d  with  pain,  and  mud  needs 
die,  if  it  is  not  fpeedily  relieved, 

MR.  PUGH,  page  102,  chap.  i8.  fpeaking  of 
children  lying  acrofs  in  the  womb,  and  prefenting 
with  the  belly  or  bread,  remarks,  that  “ a child 
cannot  well  prefent  in  a more  dangerous  podure 
than  this,  for  the  vertebra  are  bent  backw^ards, 
in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  feet  and  back  of  the 
head  meet  together  at  the  bottom  of  the  womb; 
in  which  cafe,  by  the  force  of  the  pains,  the 
vertebra  are  in  danger  of  being  drained  to  a great 
degree:  in  this  kind  of  labour,  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  feldom  dilates  much,  hotwdthdandino- 
the  dronged  pains ; the  reafon  is  very  plain,  be- 
caufe,  in  this  podure,  the  parts  cannot  come  fo 
low  to  prefs  upon  it;  whereas,  in  any  other 

^ ■ fituation* 
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fituatlon,  the  part  near  the  orifice  will  prefs  more 
or  lefs,  in  fome  mealure,  to  caufe  * dilatation”. 
And  in  all  the  different  fpecies  of  preternatural 
parturition,  there  is  no  pofture,  I believe,  in 
which  the  child  is  more  expofed  to  danger. 

DR.  JOHNSON  affirms  it  to  be  the  worft  pofi- 
tion  that  can  happen  to  the  child,  efpecially  if  it 
is  bended  backwards  till  the  occiput  and  head 
come  nearly  together,  the  fpine  being  thereby 
not  only  mod  unnaturally  drained,  but  the  vif- 
cera  of  the  whole  trunk  alfo.  Vide  portal’s  . 
obfeiv.  13,  p.  59.  MAunicEAu,  p.  210.  da-, 
VENTER,  p.  182.  and  LAMOTTE,  chap.  29.  obf. 
280. 

THERE  are  inflances  of  prefentations  of  the 
belly  of  the  child,  in  almofl  every  other  author 
who  has  wrote  on  the  fubjeff  of  midwifery  ; in 
the  generality  of  which,  the  funis  is  faid  to  have 
more  or  lefs  prolapfed  into  the  vagina,  and  in 
fome  cafes  even  beyond  the  os  externum  ; but  in 
the  above  cafe  it  did  not  prolapfe  in  the  lead 
before  the  delivery. 


CASES 
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CASES  VII.  and  VIII. 

t 

r 

COMMUNICATED 

IN  LETTERS  to  the  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

/ 

“ MALTING,  SEPTEMBER  2J,  1762. 

“DEAR  SIR, 

T 

-L  T may  probably  give  you  fome 
fatisfa61ion  to  hear  of  my  fuccefs  in  the  twin 
“ CASE  of  ELEANOR  EMMERSON,  a pooi  travelling 
“ woman,  to  whofe  aflihance  I was  called  by  a 
“ neighbour,  who  had  found  her  in  labour  in  a 
“ barn  near  this  place.  She  informed  me  that  flie 
“ had  borne  feveral  children,  but  never  been  fo 
“ big  with  any  one  as  file  was  now;  that  fhe  had 
felt  motions  in  different  parts  of  her  belly, 

“ frequently 


[ ] 

* frequently  had  fiiiall  pains,  and  was  exceedingly 
“ weak  and  low  for  want  of  nourifliment,  of  which 
“ flie  had  tafled  no  kind  for  the  lafl  twelve  hours ; 

I touched  her  as  fhe  lay  upon  her  fide,  and  found 
“ the  os  tinc(£  high  up  and  very  little  dilated.  As 
“ fhe  was  wretchedly  poor,  and  in  a mofl  low  and 
“ deje£led  condition,  my  firfl  flep  was  to  procure 
“ her  fome  warm  caudle  and  a few  neceffaries, 
“.  which  the  exigency  of  her  cafe  feemed  to  require 
“ at  the  hand  of  humanity.  She  took  plentifully  of 
“ broth  and  caudle  between  the  pains,  which  in 
about  an  hour  after  my  fecond  vifit  became  very 
“ fharp  and  flrong,  and  the  membranes  unexpe^f- 
“ cdly  breaking,  I fearched  and  found  the  os  iincce 
“ confiderably  dilated,  and  a breech  prefentation, 
“ which  I fubmitted  to  nature  till  the  child  was  ad- 
“ vanced  as  far  as  the  thorax,  when  I gently  laid 
“ hold  of  the  feet  and  brought  them  dowm,  and  the 
“ child  being  very  (mail  the  other  parts  followed 
“ without  difficulty.  After  w'aiting  fome  time  for 
“ the  placenta,  and  the  pains  continuing  nearly  as 
“ ftrong  as  before  the  child  was  born,  I entertained 
“ fome  fufpicion  of  another  child,  and  applying 


my 
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*'  my  hand  externally  on  the  abdomen  dlfcovered 
“ a tumor  much  too  large  for  the  utcius  only  , 

“ after  tying  the  funis^  and  palling  my  hand  thro 
the  vci^inci,  I dlfcovered  the  face  of  a fecond 
“ child  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  I acquainted 
“ the  woman  there  was  another  child,  and  encou- 
“ raged  her  to  make  the  mod  of  her  pains, 
“ which  fire  did  for  near  an  hour  and  three 
“ quarters,  when  finding  the  head  pretty  low  down, 
“ and  perceiving  her  extremely  faint,  much  fa- 
tlgued,  and  beginning  to  flood,  without  the 
“ lead  hefitation  I had  recourfe  to  the  forceps, 
“ by  which  means  fhe  was  fafely,  delivered  of  the 
“ remaining  child.  The  placentas,  by  gently 
“ pulling  at  both  chords,  eafily  feparated  from 
“ the  uterus,  and  were  delivered  without  any 
“ trouble  in  a few  minutes  after  the  birth  of  the 
“ fecond  child:  they  adhered  fo  clofely  together, 
“ as  to  appear  almod  one  compad  body,  with 
“ two  didind  chords,  one  of  which  was  bijut cated 
“ to  the  length  of  two  inches  and  three  quaitcrs 
“ next  to  its  infertion  in  the  placenta*  As  I 
formed  an  idea  of  the  fituation  of  the  foeti  in 

F “ liter 0, 
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utero,  I have  tahen  the  liberty  to  ofTer  you  a 
“ delineation,  of  the  fame;  as  it  is  my  firft  effay 
“ in  this  way,  its  incorreilnefs  will,  I hope,  ap- 
pear  venial. 


I am,  See.” 


THE  ANSWER. 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

..  T 

A HE  cafe  was  very  curious  and 
extraordinary  indeed,  and  the  delineation  inge- 
**  nious  enough.  I fhall  be  much  obliged  to 
**  you,  if  you  will  inform  me  how  long  the  waters 
“ broke  before  the  birth  of  the  firft  child,  to 
what  part  the  ears  of  the  fecond  child  were, 
“ how  high  up,  &c.  It  will  alw^ays  be  a pleafurc 
to  me  to  hear  of  your  fuccefs,  and  prove 
“ mvfelf,  &c.” 


II 
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p.  S,  It  were  pity  you  did  not  prefervc 
the  bifurcated  funis,  as  it  was  a moft  extra- 
“ ordinary  appearance,  and  what  I never  yet 
“met  with:  in  ufing  the  forceps  I have  not  a 
doubt  of  your  care  ; but  you  will  do  well  to 
“ remember  the  rules  for  their  application,  which 
“ are  laid  down  by  smellie;  and  are  truly  the 
inoh  valuable  parts  of  his  book.” 


dear  sir. 


“ A-GREEABLE  to  your  requeft, 
I inform  you,  that  the  waters  were  evacuated 
“ about  half  an  hour  before  the  birth  of  the 
“ firfl  child.  I need  not  again  mention  the 


It 
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means  of  my  difeovering  the  fecond ; the  face 
of  which  prefented  below  the  brim  of  the  pel- 


ls, with  one  ear  to  the  pubes,  and  the  other 
» the  JucruiTi  j when  finding  matters  as  deferi- 
td  in  my  former  letter,  1 caufed  the  woman 

Fa  “to 
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“ to  be  placed  upon  her  back,  with  her  hips 
“ fomething  higher  than  her  head,  fixed  the  for- 
ceps,  and  w^aiting  for  a pain,  puflied  the  head 
“,up  and  turned  the  face  into  the  hollow  of  the 
Jacrunif  and  by  gently  pulling  it  half  round 
“ upwards,  delivered  it  without  the  leaft  injury 
to  the  os  externum  ox  perincenm,  1 have  deferi- 
“ bed  the  cafe  as  circumflantially  as  it  is  in  my 
“power  to  recolle^l ; and  fhall,  in  future,  ob- 
“ ferve  the  directions  you  gave  me,  when  under 
“ your  pupillage,  of  keeping  a journal  of  my 
“ pra61ice  in  midwifery.  The  woman  and  chiT 
“ dren  are  at  prefent  very  hearty.  — Since  this 
TWIN  case",  on  the  twentieth  inflant,  I deli- 
“ vered  a woman,  who  had  been  in  labour 
three  days  before  I was  fent  to,  and  whom  I 
“ found  flooding  very  faft ; the  pains  W'cre  much 
“ weaker  than  they  had  been,  the  os  tinea  was 
“ fufficienlly  dilated,  and  the  membranes  puflied 
“ down,  and  felt  very  rigid,  which  induced  me 
“ to  rupture  them : when  the  child’s  ‘head,  which 
“ had  before  continued  higher  than  the  brim  of 
“ the  pelvis  immediately  fell  down  to  the  os  exter- 

“ ?iian, 
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“ num.zud  was  eafily  delivered  by  the  next  flight 
^‘pain;  the  placenta  foon  followed,  without  any 
difficulty,  and  the  flooding  was  flopped  by 
the  contraifiion  of  the  uterus.  This  is  the 
fourth  day  fince  her  delivery,  and  her  child 
and  felf  continue  in  a fair  way  of  recovery, 

**  I am,  See.’* 


the  dofior  in  his  reply  to  this  fecond  letter, 
entirely  approved  of  the  manner  in  which  I had 
proceeded. 

ON  confuitmg  our  befl  writers  on  midwifepv  X 
find  that  chapman,  page  no.  fpeaks  of  two  wo- 
men whom  he  delivered  of  TWINS : andinp.  lofj. 
of  a woman  who  had  fpurious  pains,  which  were 
put  off  for  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  when  flie 
was  happily  delivered  of  twins:  again,  p.  164. 
of  a woman  delivered  of  twins;  the  firfl  pre- 

fenting;: 
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Icnting  with  the  head,  and  bearing  upon  the  os 
jmhis,  was  extracted  by  turning:  alfo,  p.  167.  of 
a woman  delivered  of  female  twins,  the  firfl  of 
which  was  brought  away  by  the  forceps . and 
p.  168.  of  a TWIN  CASE,  in  which  he  delivered 
a gentlewoman  of  her  fecond  child  which  had 
been  long  dead,  the  other  child  was  born  near 
two  days  before  ; the  funis^  with  a hand  and 
foot  oEered,  and  he  delivered  footling. 

giffard,  p.  205.  mentions  a delivery  of 

0 

twins,  the  firll  flicking  at  the  head,  which  was 
protruded  into  the  vagina^  and  could  pafs  no 
farther;  and  the  fecond  was  delivered  by  the 
feet:  and  in  p.  264.  a delivery  of  twins,  one  of 
■which  prefented  with  a hand  before  the  head . 
alfo,  p.  306.  a delivery  of  twins,  one  born 
before  he  got  to  the  patient,  and  the  other  pre- 
fenting  ivith  one  foot:  like  wife,  p.  33^*  ^ delivery 
of  twins,  one  came  with  the  head  foremoft  but 
fluck  in  the  paffage;  the  other  prefented  a hand  : 
alfo,  p.  361-  a delivery  of  twins,  about  feven 
months  old  : and  in  p.  37  1.  a delivery  of  twins,  a 

girl 
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girl  and  boy ; the  girl  was  delivered  by  a natural 
birth  twenty-four  hours  before  the  boy,  who  pre- 
fenced  with  one  hand  and  one  foot : alfo,  p.  384. 
a TWIN  CASE,  where  the  hill  child  was  delivered 
with  the  labour  pains,  and  the  fecond  with  the 
forceps ; alfo,  p,  385.  twins,  the  firfl;  child 
prefented.  with  the  fontandlc\  but  the  membranes 
of  the  fecond  were  pufired  down  before  the  mem^ 
brancs  of  the  fird  : alfo,  p.  386.  both  children 
prefented  in  a natural  way,  the  flifl  child  delivered 
with  the  labour  pains,  the  fecond  turned  and 
brought  footling : alfo,  p.  3^^*  children  pre- 
fented together,  one  with  the  head,  and  the 
other  with  the  feet:  alfo,  p.  389.  both  children 
prefented  with  the  breech,  and  were  each  deli- 
vered by  the  labour  pains;  alfo,  p,  390.  the 
firfl  cnild  prefented  with  the  arm,  the  fecond 
with  the  head,  which  were  both  brought  foot- 

p*  39^*  both  children  prefented  wrong 
and  were  brought  footling:  and,  p.  403.  the 
fame  celebrated  author  mentions  a delivery  of 
TWINS,  which  occurred  to  him,  where  the  firfl 
prefented  with  the  head,  the  fecond  was  inclofcd 


m 
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In  its  membranes  and  lay  liigli  up  in  tlic  uterus* 
Vide  LAMOTTE,  chap.  23.  obferv.  168,  169, 
170,  171.  alfo,  chap.  36.  obferv.  296. 

BR.  burton,  obferv.  3*  prefents  us  with  a 
TWIN  CASE,  where  the  mother  had  been  delivered 
cf  one  child  nine  hours  before  he  got  to  her^ 
when  he  foon  delivered  her  of  a fecond. 

A CASE  is  given  by  portal,  obferv.  S.  of  the 
delivery  of  twins,  one  having  its  right  thigh 
crofs  the  left,  and  the  other  its  feet  flrait,  both 
of  which  he  delivered  footling:  alfo,  obferv.  g. 
he  deferibes  another  cafe  concerning  the  delivery 
of  TWINS  ; wherein  both  children  were  delivered 
in  like  manner  as  before:  obferv.  40.  W’e  find  a 
.third  delivery  of  twins,  one  of  them  in  a natu- 
ral, and  the  other  in  an  unnatural  pofition : alfo, 
obferv.  70.  the  fame  author  relates  the  cafe  of  a 
lady  who  had  twins,  one  prefenting  with  the 
nates,  and  the  other  with  one  eye  foremofl ; the 
firfl  he  delivered  footling,  and  the  fecond  was 
delivered  by  the  natural  efforts:  and  obferv.  74. 

he 
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he  imparts  the  cafe  of  a drophcal  woman  big 
with  TWINS,  one  of  which  came  to  its  perfec- 
tion, prefented  with  the  nates,  and  was  delivered 
footling;  and  the  other  piece  iheals,  with  his 
hand,  it  being  putrified  in  its  membranes,  and 
fuppofed  to  have  died  between  the  fourth  and 
fifth  month, 

DR.  EXTON  has  inferted  a twin  case,  p.  84. 
wherein  he  was  fent  for  to  deliver  a poor  woman 
of  a fecond  child,  which  he  found  prefenting 

with  the  arm,  the  cuticle  of  which  giving  way  to 

» 

the  touch,  and  coming  off  on  his  finger,  he  con- 
cluded the  child  to  be  dead  ; and  returning  the 
arm,  delivered  it  footling. 

IN  colle£lion  37.  vol.  3.  of  dr.  smellie’s  mid- 
wifery cases,  he  fpeaks  of  a twin  case,  wdiere 
the  firft  child  prefented  with  the  fontanel,  but  tlie 
membranes  of  the  fecond  w^ere  puflied  down  before 
the  membranes  of  the  firft;  both  children  pre-^ 
fented  with  the  head : and  likewifc  of  another 
cafc,  where  the  child  was  delivered  wftK  the 

G-  labour 
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labour  pains ; and  the  fecond,  being  larger,  with 
the  forceps : he  alfo  mentions  a third  cafe, 
where  both  children  prefented  in  the  natural 
way ; the  firfl  delivered  with  the  labour  pains, 
the  fecond  turned  and  brought  footling:  ano- 
ther, where  two  children  prefented  together, 
one  with  the  head,  and  the  other  with  the  feet : 
another,  where  both  children  prefented  with  the 
breech,  and  were  each  delivered  by  the  labour 
pains : another,  where  the  firfl  child  prefented 
with  the  arm,  the  fecond  with  the  head  ; both 
brought  footling : and  a feventh  cafe,  where 

both  children  prefented  wrong,  and. were  brought 
footling. 


THE  rigidity  of  the  membranes,  as  in  my  lad 
mentioned  cafe,  will  fometimes  be  found  to  oc- 
cafion  a tedious  labour ; yet  much  precaution  is 
necelfary,  and  the  head  of  the  child  fhould  be 
fufficiently  low  before  we  venture  to  rupture 
them ; for,  in  the  coiirfe  of  my  practice,  I have 
more  than  once  experienced  many  inconvenien- 
cies  arifing  from  the  officious  dexterity  of  the 


woman 


woman  practitioner,  in  procuring 
difcharge  of  the  waters. 


premature 


. IN  tedious  labours,  from  the  rigidity  of  the 
membranes,  when  pufhed  down,  or  not,  with 
the  waters,  fee  smellie,  vol.  ii.  colieCt.  15. 
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CASE  IX. 


On  the  129th  of  DECEMBER,  .762.  I was  fent 
for  to  a woman,  the  wife  of  a gentleman’s  coach- 
man, at  MEREWORTH,  in  this  county,  who  had 
been  delivered  of  one  child  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  fame  month,  and 
been  pretty  free  from  pains  from  the  time  of  her 
delivery,  till  within  a few  hours  of  my  being 
called — as  the  placenta  of  the  firll  child  came 
away  without  difficulty  in  the  ufual  time,  no 
remaining  child  was  fufpe^led  by  the  midwife* 
I laid  my  hand  upon  the  woman’s  abdomen,  and 
plainly  perceived  a fize  and  hardnefs  thereof, 
which  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  of  a fecond 
child.  I fearched  her  in  time  of  a pain,  and 

found, 
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found  the  membranes  broke,  the  vertex  pre- 
fenting,  and  the  pains  fo  very  ftrong,  that  the 
child  was  delivered  by  their  efforts  only,  in  half 
an  hour  after  I entered  the  room. 

IN  the  memoirs  of  the  academy  at  Paris,  1727, 
page  15.  20,  21.  is  an  account  of  two  children 
delivered  eight  days  after  one  another. 

THE  continuance  of  labour  pains,  after  the 
birth  of  one  child,  is  generally  fuppofed  to  indi- 
cate a fecond ; but  by  the  above  cafe,  that  crite- 
rion is  found  to  be  very  uncertain.  As  this  woman 
had  an  intervention,  of  almofl  fix  days,  before 
there  was  any  material  recurrence  of  pains.  The 
furell  and  mod  infallible  determinations  in  fuch 
cafes,  I fhould  fuppofe,  is  the  application  of  the 
hand  externally  on  the  abdomen  ; or,  the  finger  and 
hand,  if  iieceffary,  introduced  into  the  uterus. 
This  rule,  however,  is  not  always  infallible ; for 
£ very  judicious  pracfiiiioner  (mr.  John  aikin)  in 
the  EDINBURGH  iiicd.  comm.  vol.  ii.  relates  the 
hiftoiy  of  a cafe,  in  which  he  himfelf  mifiook  a 


tumeur 
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tumour  in  the  abdomen  for  a fccond  child.  This 
tumour  foon  after  fpontaneoully  difappeared.  A 
fimilar  cafe,  we  are  told,  occurred,  feveral  years 
ago,  to  an  accoucheur,  of  eminent  (kill  and  ex- 
perience at  WARRINGTON, 
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CASE  X. 

IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

10  DECEMBER,  I762. 

I 

V 

DEAR  SIR, 

“ EjARLY  yeflerday  morning  I was 
applied  to  for  afliliance,  in  a cafe,  where  the 
“ wife  of  a tradefman,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
“ had  been  in  labour  four  days  and  nights,  and 
**  was  the  whole  time  attended  by  a woman  mid- 

I 

“ wife,  who  acquainted  me,  that”  ‘ the  waters 
‘ had  broke  and  gone  off  two  days  before ; and, 

‘ that  the  child,  which  was  before  out  of  reach, 

‘ had  tlKm  come  verv  low  down,  and  offered, 

II  ‘file 
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* fhe  believed,  with  its  face  for  the  world,  as  flic  t 

I 

* could  diftin(fUy  feel  its  mouth  with  her  finger.’ 

The  patient  was  in  better  fpirits,  than  from  the 
“ length  of  her  labour  might  have  been  expeded. 

She  had  a pain — I touch’d  her,  and  was  fure 
“ of  a BREECH  prefentation,  both  by  the  feel, 

“ and  the  meconium  which  followed  the  fearch, 

“ and  tinged  my  finger.  The  pains  were  ftrong 
“ and  powerful,  and  in  about  two  hours  deli-- 
“ vered  the  child  as  far  as  the  thorax,  when  II 
“carefully  brought  down  the  feet;  with  little* 
“ difficultv  effeefied  the  mechanical  turns  to  be 

J 

“ obferved  in  footlino;  cafes,  and  deliveied  the 
“ woman;  but  was  furprized  to  find  the  placental 
“ and  child  come  together;  it  was  very  languid, 

“ and  breathed  weakly,  which  induced  me  nott 
“ to  divide  the  funis,  but  to  place  the  placenta  in. 
“ a bafon  of  warm  water  to  promote  the  circula- 
“ tion,  till  the  child  fhould  gather  firength  ; 
“which  anfwered  to  my  wiflies ; and,  in  about- 
“ an  hour  after  its  birth  I feparated  the.  funis, [ 
“ and  the  child  is  at  prefent  likely  to  furvive. 

“ I am,  with  much  efleem,  8cc.” 

1 

T H F : 
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THE  ANSWER. 
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DEAR  SIR, 
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OU  did  rig-ht  in  leaving;  the 

o o 

«»* 

delivery  to  nature,  whofe  efforts,  in  fuch  cafes, 
are  generally  decilive,  and  Qiould  be  fubmitted 
to — a child  is  always  lefs  expofed  to  fuffer 
when  It  advances  naturally ; but  ffiould  dan- 
gerous fymptoms,  fuch  as  convullions,  flood- 
ings, See.  enfue,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  expe- 
dite the  delivery.  I think,  ’tis  mauriceau 
who  inculcates  a like  do61rine.  The  attention 
you  gave  the  child  deferves  commendation ; 
and  believe  me. 


“ Very  refpedfully,  See.” 


H 2 


CHAPMAN, 


V 
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CHAPMAN,  p.  171.  relates  the  delivery  of  two 
women,  in  whom  the  7iatts  offered,  one  was  a 
fmall  child,  and  far  advanced ; he  flipped  his  An- 
gers into  the  groin,  and  by  aflifling  in  the  pains, 
which  were  quick  and  flrong,  delivered  her  ac  the 
third  pain;  the  other' child,  which  was  larger, 
and  not  fo  far  advanced,  after  placing  the  wo- 
man in  a proper  poflure,  he  delivered  footling, 

THE  following  cafes  are  from  giffard,  p.  14, 
he  gives  one  of  the  prefeniing ; in  which  after 
waiting  a conAderable  time,  and  not  being  able 
to  afeend  far  enough  with  his  Angers  to  be  of  fer- 
vice,  he  pafled  a blunt  hook  over  the  upper  part 
of  the  thigh,  and  after  feveral  eflays,  drew  it  out 
to  the  hips  ; when  getting  out  both  legs,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  full  delivery:  page  loo.  he  has 
another  cafe,  where  the  left  buttock  prefented ; 
and  not  being  able,  witlt  the  fore  Anger  of  each 
hand,  placed  on  each  Ade  of  the  thigh  near  the 
groin,  to  draw  out  the  feet,  he  fuccceded  by  put- 
ting a foft  firing  over  die  end  of  his  Anger,  and 
getting  that  up  on  one  Ade  over  the  thigh,  and  a 

Aiigir 
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finger  on  the  other  fide,  he  drew  the  firing  out, 
and  fixing  it  clofe  up  to  the  hips  and  groin,  he 
took  hold  of  the  ends  that  hung  out,  and  advi- 
fing  the  woman  at  the  fame  time  to  prefs  flrongly 
down  ; by  this  method  he  extracled  the  hips  and 
legs:  page  22  j,  the  fame  author  deferibes  a de- 
livery, in  which  the  child  prefented  with  the 
nafes,  and  was  delivered  footling:  p.  392.  he 
alfo  gives  a cafe  of  a nales  prefentation,  where  he 
pafTed  his  fore  finger  into  the  child’s  groin,  and 
there  bending  it,  he  endeavoured  to  bring  the 
hip  downwards;  by  which method,  and  the 
woman’s  forcing  down,  he  found  that  the  child 
advanced,  and  after  three  or  four  pains  brought 
out  both  buttocks,  and  then  tricated  the  letts 
and  thighs:  and  p.  503.  he  fpeaks  of  two  deli- 
veries, where  each  child  prefented  with  the  but' 
tocks,  the  funis  uinhilicalis  of  the  firfl  child  be^ 
ing  flipped  down  into  the  vagina— he  found  it 
impofiible  to  return  the  futiis,  he  thought  it  re- 
quifite  to  haflen  the  delivery ; he  paffed  up  one 
finger  over  the  upper  part  of  the  thieh  into  tlie 
groin,  and  there  bending  it,  endeavoured  to  draw 


the 
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the  hip  outwards,  at  the  fame  time  advifing  the 
woman  to  afrifl;  by  bearing  flrongly  down  ; by 
this  method  he  found  the  hip  to  advance,  fo  that 
he  was  able  to  pafs  the  fore  finger  of  his  other 
hand  up  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  taking  care 
not  to  diflocatG  the  hip,  or  break  the  thigh  bone, 
foon  brought  out  one  buttock,  difen  gaged  the 
other,  drew  the  body  forwards  to  the  flioulder, 
and  delivered  the  head  as  ufual. 

DR.  PUGH  fpeaking  of  the  prefentation  of  the 
nateSy  obferves,  “ that  if  you  cannot  fucceed  in 
the  delivery  with  your  hand,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
fome  authors,  that  you  mud  introduce  blunt 
hooks  inftcad  of  your  fingers ; which  method  he 
very  judicioufly  reprobates  as  a practice  capable 
of  doing  much  mifehief;  having  been  fo  happy 
as  to  meet  with  no  labour  of  this  kind,  hut 
where  he  fueceeded  with  his  hands.”  Vide  la 
motte,  obf.  281.  Sc  2 82.  and  portal,  obf.  i. 
8c  n. 


DR. 
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DR.  BURTON  lias  g’n'SH  a cafc,  where  lie  was 
feiu  for  to  a perfon,  who  they  fald  had  got  a 
very  hard  fwdling  at  the  pit  oF  her  flotnach, 
and  could  not  lie  clown.  At  his  arrival,  he 
found  the  child’s  head  (the  woman  being  within 
a month  of  her  reckoning)  as  high  as  the  pro- 
ccjfus  cnfifonnis,  projeding  very  much  outwards. 
The  woman  vomited  frequently,  efpecially  if  fire 
eat  any  thing  folid,  although  no  big-ger  than  a 
W'alnut ; wherefore  he  ordered  her  to  take  no  kind 
of  food  but  fpoon  meats,  and  a gentle  opiate  for 
two  or  three  nights  ; after  w'hich  fire  continued 
to  the  end  of  her  term,  having  only  now  and 
then  a flight  puking,  or  provocation  to  vomit ; 
he  told  her  friends  that  as  the  child’s  head  w'as 
fo  high  up,  and  fo  firongly  comprefs’d,  he  did 
imagine  the  woman  wmuld  have  a preternatural 
labour,  becaufe  there  was  not  room  for  the  child 
to  turn  with  its  head  downwards  ; which  accord*- 
ingly  happened  as  he  had  prognofiicated : when 
he  was  fent  for  to  deliver  her,  the  child  ])rc(cn- 
ted  with  its  buttocks ; he  Toon  got  the  feet,  and 
brought  forth  a luily  living  child. 


VVM  AT 
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WHAT  follows  IS  from  SMELLIE,  vol.  3.  p.  73. 
he  mentions  a cafe  where  the  nates  prefented,  and 
he  effe£led  the  delivery  with  much  difEculty 
with  his  hands  only:  p.  73.  of  the  fame  volume, 
he  defcribes  another  cafe  w^herein  the  breech  pre- 
fented, and  the  head  was  delivered  according  to 
daventer's  method:  p.  77.  we  meet  with  a 
breech  cafe  from  dr.  tathwell,  of  Stamford, 
in  which  the  child  was  dead,  and  delivered  foot- 
ling by  the  hands:  p.  78.  the  breech  prefenting ; 

I 

the  thighs  to  the  ijehium  low  down  and  turned  to 
the  pubis  5 the  child  extra£led  by'  the  hands : 
p.  80.  the  breech  prefenting,  and  the  thighs  to 
the  pubis  \ the  delivery  effected  by  the  hands: 
p.  84.  a cafe  of  the  breech  prefenting,  and  the 
delivery  affifted  with  the  curve  at  the  handle  of 
the  blunt  hook,  and  a fillet  or  limber  garter : 
p.  88.  the  breech  prefenting  at  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis^  and  the  thighs  to  the  left  fide ; delivered 
with  the  hands:  p.  89.  the  breech  prefenting  at 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis-;  the  child  large,  and.  the 
thighs  to  the  pubis;  the  patient  troubled  with 
floodings;  daventeu’s  method  tried  in  vain; 

and 
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and  a fuccefsful  attempt  to  deliver  with  the  hand : 
p.  gi.  the  breech  prefented  the  thighs  to  the 
Jacrum,  and  the  pelvis  diftorted ; delivered  by 
the  hands:  p.  94.  the  breech  prefenting,  the 
pelvis  narrow,  and  the  .thighs  to  the  pubis';  the 
child  brought  down,  and  delivered  by  the  hand : 
p.  g6.  the  breech  prefented;  the  body  and  arms 
delivered  by  a midwife,  and  the  head  by  the 
hands  of  the  operator:  p.  loo,  the  body  of  a 
child  delivered,  and  the  forehead  detained  above 
the  piihis,  but  delivered  by  the  hands:  p.  10 1. 
the  breech  prefented,  the  child  was  delivered  by 
the  hand ; a flooding  came  on  after  delivery,  and 
the  woman  died : p.  102.  the  breech  prefented  j- 
a flooding  came  on  after  delivery ; the  child  de- 
livered with  the  hands,  and  the  woman  died : 
and  103.  he  has  given  another  cafe,  in  a letter 
from  rar.  ayr,  where  the  breech  prefented,  and 
the  delivery  was  effeded  by  the  hands, 

DR,  ASTRuc  fays,  “ as  foon  as  it  is  certain 
that  the  breech  prefents,  the  fhorteft  and  moft 
certain  way  is  to  rupture  the  membranes,  dif- 

I charge 
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charge  the  waters,  return  the  child  back,  and 
deliver  it  by  its  feet.  Some  people,  affert,  that 
if  the'  breech  of  the  child ‘is  fo  flrongly  rivetted 
in  the  mouth  of  the  womb  and  pelvis^  that  its 
reduction  would  be  very  difficult ; a labour  may 
be  permitted  to  go  on  in  this  manner,  and  the 
child  be  delivered  bent  double,  which  appears 
to  him,  he  fays,  always  a very  imprudent  con- 

dua.’’ 


WHEN  the  nates  offer,  it  is  fometimes  difficult 
to  diflinguiffi  them  from  the  head,  efpecially 
whiifl  they  are  high  in  the  pelvis^  the  amnion 
tumour  preceding  ^ them,  and  are  defeending  a 
little  before  the  other  : but  after  the  membranes 
are  broke,  and  the  nates  are  advanced  near  the 
middle  of  the  pelvis,  they  are  then  known  by  the 
following  marks  : namely,  they  feel  fmooth  and 
fleQiy  their  form  is  not  fo  globular  as  that  of 
the  head;  and  when  they  are  preffed  hard  by 
the  point  of  the  finger,  tliey  are  found  to  be 
very  firm,  and  not  fo  equal  in  their  convexities 
as  thole  of  the  bones  of  the*  fcull  when  they  j>re- 

feut 
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fent  toge^ller ; a fulcus  may  be  fell  running  acrofs 
the  apex  of  that  part  which  piefents : and  as  -they 
defccnd  lower,  the  external  parts  of  generation  be- 
come fo  much  tumified  by.  .the  compreffion 
above,  as  to  projca  confiderably  from  this  JuJ- 
cus : nay,  if.  it  is  a male,  the  Jcrotum  ,is  often 
fwclled  very  much,  and  looks  livid  for  fome 
days  after  the  birth,  but  recovers  its  natural 
flatc  in  about  a week;  befides  the  above  fymp- 
toms,  the  child  being  comprelTed  in  this  double 
pofition,  as  foon  as  the  membranes  break,  the 
meconium  iffues  forth  fometimes  in  very  lar^^e 
quantities.  When  the  pelvis . is  of  an  ordinary 
fize  and  form,-  the  natural  elforts  will  commonly 
bring  forth  the  child  in  this  pofition,  without 
any  remarkable  difficulty,  unlefs  it  be,  very  large, 
or  the  orifice  unufually  rigid;  if  fo,  the  birth  is 
extremely  laborious,  yet  will  be  effefted  by  the 
woman’s  endeavours.  In  fome  cafes  I have 
brought  down  the  feet ; but  in  moft  cafes  of  this 
kind,  which  have  occurred  to  me,  the  nates  have 
.been  low  in  the  pelvis,  before  I could  be  cer- 
tain it  was  them  ; that  I have  thought  it  beft  to 

I a let 
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let  the  birth  go  on  its  own  way,  till  the  Itgs  were 
fairly  out  of  the  oj  vagiridP ; by  allowing  it  to 
proceed  thus,  I have  never  known  any  harm  be- 
fal  mother  or  child ; neverthelefs,  I own  I had 
flill  a notion  of  palling  up  the  hand  to  bring 
down  the  feet,  provided  the  orifices  were  open 
enough  to  admit  of  it,  and  the  ?iates  dihinguifhed 
before  they  were  defeended  low  into  the  pelvis^ 

DR.  JOHNSON  tells  US  he  had  fome  talk  with 
dr.  hunter  upon  this  fubjec^;  whofe  opinion  it 
was,  that  it  is  much  fafer,  both  for  the  mother 
and  the  child,  to  let  the  child  come  double,  than 
to  bring  down  the  feet;  all  the  difadvantage  accru- 
ing to  the  mother,  from  fuch  pra6Hce  is,  only  a 
-lotiger  and  harder  labour;  from  which,  how- 
ever, file  will  recover  as  well  as  if  it  had  been 
more  cafy;  and  llie  is  fecured  againft  all  the 
misfortunes  that  might  happen  from  unnatural 
violence  of  introducing  a hand,  and  brin^rino^ 
, down  the  feet : an  operation,  which  cannot  al- 
ways be  clone  with  perfed  fafety ; with  regard  to 
the  child,  he  think  this  the  only  method  of  fa- 

viucr 
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ving  It,  in  this  as  well  as  a natural  fituation,  the 
getting  the  head  of  the  child  to  pafs  is  the  greateft 
difficulty : the  paflage  of  the  head,  which  comes 
into  the  world  firfl,  may  fafcly  be  made  the 
work  of  many  hours ; fo,  that  the  head  gradu- 
ally lengthens  and  grows  fmaller  in  the  fame 
proportion;  but,  in  the  other  cafe,  the  head, 
the  part  of  great  difficulty,  comes  into  the  world 
laft;  and,  when  all  but  the  head  is  born,  the 
child  is  fo  circumftanced,  with  refpeil  to  the  na- 
vel firing,  that  if  it  remains  any  time  in  that  po- 
fition,  it  will  be  certainly  loft:  upon  this  ac« 
count,  the  operator  is  under  a neceffity  of  finifh- 
ing  that  part  of  the  delivery  with  feme  difpatch : 
and,  in  order  to  facilitate  this  laft  part,  it  is 
better  that  all  the  parts  fhould  have  been  pre- 
vioully  Well  opened  by  natural  jiains”.  Thus 
far  dr.  hunter — and,  with  all  due  deference,  I 
fhall  beg  permiffion  to  obferve ; if  the  pelvh  be 
well  formed,  and  the  woman  has  had  many  chil- 
dren, it  may  be  right  to  fuffer  the  fatus  tb  gra- 
dually defeend  with  the  labour  pains,  in  the 

above- 
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above-mentioned  dirc£i:ion  ; but,  in  cafe  of  fiood- 
iners  and  convuKions,  or  a narrow  pelvis^  there 

O 

appears  no  impropriety,  if  called  in  time,  to 
raife  the  breech  above  the  ®f  the 

pubes,  and  expeditlouQy  bring  down  the  feet. 
A prolapjus  of  the  funis,  or  the  compreflion  of 
it,  either  between  the  thighs  of  the  child,  or 
between  that  and  any  part  of  the  pelvis,  by 
which  the  life  of  the  child  is  brought  into  im- 
mediate danger,  by  the  impoflibility  of  reducing 
the  chord  above  the  part  which  - prefents,  will 
alfo  ever  be  found  an  irrchflible  obje61ion  to  the 
general  rule,  of  confidering  the  treatment  of  a 
breech  prefeiitation  in  th?  fame  light  as  a natural 

Jabour. 
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CASE  XI. 

A YOUNG  married  lady,  in  the  fourth 
month  of  pregnancy  with  her  firfl;  child,  in  the 
year  1763.  complained  of  pain  and  heat  in 
making  water;  third,  fever,  and  lofs  of  appe- 
tite ; her  complexion  became  pale  and  lickly  ; 
fhe  had  foetid  dlfcharges  from  the  vagina, 
w^hich  tinged  her  linen  of  a greenifli  hue ; the 
lahia  fwelled,  hard  and  inflamed;  fhe  had 

excrefcences  in  the  groin,  and  the  ?ij?npha;  were 
much  enlarged.  The  infedion  was  too  plain  to 
^be  midaken  ; behdes,  the  frank  confedion  of  her 
partner,  left  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  complaint, 
or  fuppofe  it  to  have  arifen  from  the  fiuor  albus; 
to  which  it  had,  a few  days  before  I law  her, 
been  imputed  by  a neighbouring  apothecary,  to 

whom 
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whom  flic  had  applied.  A fortnight  had  clapfed 
£nce  the  virus  was  received ; her  habit  of  body 
was  good ; her  mind,  though,  uneafy,  not  extra- 
ordinarily diflr^ffcd ; and  her  refolution  obligingly 
formed  to  obey  my  advice  and  direfiions.  I pro- 
ceeded to  the  cure,  by  taking  nine  ounces  of 
blood  from  the  arm,  dire£ling  a flender  regimen, 
and  giving  cooling  aperients,  to  keep  the  body 
gently  lax ; at  the  fame  time  advifing  the  parts 
afFc6led  to  be  cleanfed  with  a fpunge  of  warm 
milk  and  water,  twice  or  thrice  in  a day;  by 
which  means,  the  heat  and  inflammation,  in  a 
few  days,  were  much  abated : and  every  third 
night,  at  bed  time,  the  patient  took  a pill,  contain- 
ing three  grains  of  calomel,  two  of  fcammony,  tvvo 
of  camphire,  and  half  a grain  of  opium,  occafion- 
ally,  ufing  aperients  on  the  intermediate  days.  At 
the  end  of  a month,  the  difeafe  appeared  fo  to- 
tally fubdued,  that  fhe  had  not  one  veflige  of 
it  remaining;  yet,  as  a necelfary  precaution,  I 
thought  it  advifeable  to  give  her  fix  ounces 
of  the  decoftion  of  JarJapanlla,  to  be  taken 


twice 


tu'ice  a 
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dav,  for  a month  longer,  when  it 
was  entirely  left  off;  and  Ihe  went  her  full 
time,  without  any  further  complaint,  had  an 
cafy  natural  labour,  and  brought  forth  a fine 
healthy  child. 

13U.  GEORGE  MACAULEY,  in  tllC  2d  VolumC  of 

medical  obfcrvations  and  enquiries,  has  pub- 

lilhed  the  cafe  of  a pregnant  woman,  affeded  by 

the  lues  venerea,  whom  he  relieved  by  virtue  of 

a folution  of  the  corrofive  fublimate ; twenty 

grains  had  been  dilfolved  in  a pint  of  french 

brandy ; of  which  he  gave  her  hall  a fpoonful 
c\c 

at  firfl  cvery^night  only,  and  afterwards  every 
night,  befides  ufing  a lotion,  diluted  with  four 
times  its  quantity  of  warm  water,  as  a topical 
remedy  for  fome  venereal  warts  about  the  anus 
perinceum:  he  adds,  flie  was  taken  in  labour 
at  the  end  of  feven  months  of  a very  fmall 
child,  whofe  fkin  was  clear  and  free  from  ble- 
mifli;  it  was,  he  fays,  no  unufual  thing  to  her 
to  be  thus  prematurely  delivered ; as  with  her 
two  former  children  flie  had  been  brought  to-bed 

K 
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at  lead  fix  weeks  fooner  than  fhe  fliould  have 
been.  The  remains  of  the  venereal  virus  broke 
out  again,  about  fix  weeks  after  her  delivery,  and 
was  entirely  fubdued  by  a continuance  of  the 
folution : he  mentions  another  cafe,  in  which  the 
patient  was  infeded  in  the  fird  month  of  her  fird 
pregnancy,  and  cured,  he  fays,  by  the  fame 
medicine ; but  fhe  likewife,  unfortunately,  came 
about  the  end  of  the  feventh  month;  the  child 
was  born  alive,  but  looked  difeafed,  and  died 
in  an  hour  or  two. — On  the  whole,  the  folution 
of  corrofive  fublimate  feems,  in  this  cafe,  to  be 
a good  palliative ; and,  from  the  above  account, 
but  little  farther  to  be  depended  on. 


CASE 
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CASE  XII. 


COMMUNICATED 

IN  a LETTER  to  the  late 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

**  20  JANUARY, 

DEAR  SIR, 

“ E I N G juft  recovered  from  the 
fatigue  of  one  of  the  moft  melancholy  cafes 
“ that  can  happen  in  midwifery,  I embrace  the 
“ firft  opportunity  of  giving  you  a circum- 
“ ftantial  detail  thereof,  as  follows : — The  mo- 
“ ther  is  of  very  fmall  ftature,  deformed,  and 
“ fcarcely  turned  of  feventeen  years  of  age;  fhe 

K 2 laboured 
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**  laboured  under  rickctty  diforders  in  her  in- 
“ fancy,  and  is'  of  a very  lax  and  tender  habit 
of  body,  which  has  been  increafed  during  her 
“ pregnancy  to  a date  of  weaknefs,  'through  the 
“ extreme  indigence  of  her  circumflances.  About 
**  four  months  fince  flie  informed  me  of  her  de- 
fire  that  I fliould  attend  her  labour;  which, 
“ fioin  the  deformity  of  her  fhape,  debility  of 
conflitution,  and  depreffion  of  fpirits,  I was 
induced  to  prognodicate  would  not  prove  the 
niofl;  favourable,  and  therein  w’as  not  decei- 
“ ved.  On  the  12th  inflant  I received  a mef- 
fage  to  attend  her;  and,  upon  examination, 
“ found  the  os  tinea  very  high  up,  inclining  to 
“ the  left  fide,  (liort,  and  a little  moill:,  but  its 
“ aperture  entirely  clofed;  upon  which,  after  in- 
formins;  the  attendants  that  her  uneafinefs  did 
*•  not  proceed  from  labour,  and  giving  her  a 
“ paregoric  I left  her.  On  the  19th  about  ele- 
“ veil  in  the  evening,  I received  a fecond  ap- 
plication,  and  coming  t6  her  found  the  os  tinea 
**  flill  very  high  up,  mod  to  the  left  fide,  but  a 
little  open,  and  the  mucus  beginning  to  defeend. 

“ ‘I  could 
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I could  jufl:  feel  the  membranes  through  the 
opening;  the  pains  were  weak,  and  returned 
“ at  intervals  of  about  an  hour.  As  there  was 
every  probability  of  a lingering  labour,  and 
the  patient  was  extremely  depreffed  and  reft- 
lefs,  I gave  her  an  anodyne  draught,  and  ad- 
vifed  her  to  be  undrefted  and  put  into  bed, 
which  was  done  ; and  foon  after  finding  her 
afleep,  about  nine  in  the  evening  I left  her; 
“ I was  not  called  again  till  twelve  the  next  day, 
“ when  I attended,  and  found  the  pains  in- 
**  creafed,  the  os  tinea  opened  to  near  the 
**  breadth  of  an  half  crown,  and  a formation  of 
the  w’aters,  in  a fmall  bag,  protruding  through 
“it.  I now  patiently  fat  down,  and  took  every 
“ care  to  prevent  her  being  too  much  fatigued. 
“ The  pains  w’ere  but  flight,  and  recurred  about 
every  twenty  minutes  or  half  hour,  at  fartheft, 
“ till  near  nine  o’clock  the  followins:  mornins:, 
“ when  the  membranes  broke,  the  w’aters  were 
“ evacuated,  the  pains  grew  ftronger,  and  the 
head  advanced  full  two  thirds  into  the  pelvis,  I 

“ began 


[ 70  ] 

“ began  to  imagine  the  event  would  be  much  hap- 
“ pier  than  I had  before  expeded  ; but  was  alarmed 
“ to  find  the  head  uncommonly  large,  and  make 
“ no  advance,  though  the  pains  were  flrong  and 
“ forcible.  Upon  further  examination,  I difcove- 
“ red  l\iQ.vcrtehrceo\  the  facrum  confiderably  jetting 
“ in,  fo  that  the  diftance  between  the  t/ubis  and 
facrum  could  not  be  more  than  three  inches^ 
‘‘  There  was  a great  laxity  of  the  bones  of  the 
“ head,  which  prcfented  with  the  ear  to  the  os 
**  tincis.  I concealed  my  furprize  as  much  as 
“ polfible ; had  it  frequently  in  idea  to  endea- 
“ vour  to  turn  the  child,  and  deliver  footling ; 
“ but  from  the  large  fize  of  the  head,  and  the 
narrownefs  of  the  pelvis,  was  deterred  from 
attempting  it;  and  after  waiting  twenty  hours 
**  from  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  and  the  pa- 
tient  becoming  low, weak,  and  often  fainting,  and 
the  women  rather  violent  and  clamorous,  I fig* 
nified,  that  they  could  but  be  fenfible  how  much 
patience  and  tendernefs  I had  ufed,  and  had  left 
as  much  to  nature  as  was  fafe ; that  the  life 

of 
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of  the  mother  was  now  In  the  utmoft  danger, 

“ and  that  I mufl  proceed  in  fuch  a manner  as 
“ to  fave  her  life,  if  pofTible,  as  that  of  the 
**  child  was  of  the  lead  confequence  ; befides, 
“ that  I did  apprehend  the  child  was  already 
“ dead:  and  was  the  more  confirmed  in  that  opi- 
nion,  from  the  cold  chills  which  feized  the 
mother,  the  dark  colour  of  the  liquor  amnii, 
**  and  a putrid  flench  arifing  from  the  uterus* 
“ The  attendants  were  fatisfied  with  my  deter- 
“ mination ; and  as  the  head  was  low  enough 
down,  and  its  fituation  afcertained,  I had  the 
**  woman  placed  in  a proper  pofition,  and  with 
“ fome  difficulty  after  gaining  admiffion  for 
“ one  hand,  introduced  a blade  of  the  forceps  ; 

but  in  vain  were  my  efforts  to  get  the  other 
“ up  on  the  oppofite  fide;  upon  which,  I with- 
drew  that  already  fixed : and,  as  the  patient 
grew  weaker  and  weaker,  and  the  women  con- 
“ eluded  her  at  the  verge  of  death,  turned  all 
“ my  thoughts  to  the  crotchet,  and  was  refolved 
“ to  make  the  lafl  effort,  by  opening  the  head, 
and  extrading  with  that  inflrumcnt,  which  I di- 

“ redly 
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**  rC(Sly  fat ‘about,  and  cautioufly  introducing  tbe 
long  fciffars  into  the  vagina^  with  their  points 
“ carefully  guarded,  perforated  the  cranium, 
“ with  a boring  kind  of  motion*  till  they  had 
“ palfed  up  to  the  rings,  which  the  fciffars 
were  made  with  inflead  of  reds,  to  prevent 
“ any  contufion  the  foft  parts  of  the  woman 
“ might  otherwife  fufler,  in  time  of  ufing  them; 
“ made  a full  opening  in  the  cranium,  and  eva- 
“ coated  the  brain  with  the  blunt  hook,  with 
“ which  I endeavoured  to  deliver  the  head;  but 
“ finding  it  impradicable,  and  the  dangerous 

I 

date  of  the  woman  admittino;  of  no  delav,  I 
“ fixed  both  crotchets,  and  with  much  force  and 
difficulty  made  the  extracHon  of  the  head, 
“ with  the  face  to  the  pubis.  The  indrumcnts 
“ appeared  to  have  been  applied  exadly  behind  each 
“ ear;  the  fhoulders  occafioned  me  much  obflruc- 
“ tion,  and  were  delivered  with  the  blunt  hook, 
alternately  applied  under  each  arm  pit,  and  the 
“ body,  with  difficulty,  followed.  On  examining 
“ the  head,  the  opening  with  the  fcilfars  appeared 
“ to  have  been  made  thro’  the  right  parietal  bone. 

“ The 
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“ The  patient,  during  the  whole  of  this  diftref- 
ling  procefs,  remained  in  a fainting  fit.  The 
placenta  was  delivered  foon  after  the  child; 
when,  it  was  a matter  of  doubt  with  every 
“ one  in  the  room,  whether  the  woman  was  dead 
“ or  alive.  She  flooded,  and  the  pulfe  was  not 

f 

perceptible.  I applied  ligatures  to  the  extre- 
“ mities,  and  dipping  a fpunge  in  red  wine,  in 
“ which  alum  was  diffolved,  introduced  my 
hand,  and  fqueezed  it  out  into  the  vagina" 
“ at  the  fame  time,  external  refrigerant  applica^ 
cations  were  not  omitted,  and,  in  a few  mi- 
“ nutes,  I had  the  fatisfa^lion  to  fee  the  poor 
“ wretch  open  her  eyes  ; the  pulfe  returned,  but 
“ was  very  weak ; her  lips  looked  lefs  livid,  and 
“ fhe  complained  of  pain,  from  the  tightnefs  of  the 
“ligatures  round  her  arms  and  legs;  I gently 
“ flackened  them,  and  gave  her  fome  lavender 
“ drops  uponfugar;  a faintingfit  returning,  the  li- 
“ gatures  were  again  tightened  ; the  pulfe  was  again 
“ almofl  imperceptible  ; flie  fell  into  a doze,  and  a 
“ warm  perfpiration  coming  on,  the  pulfe  became 
“ flronger,  and  the  ligatures  Vv'ere  taken  off.  I 

I-  :*  got 
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“ got  down  a little  nourifliment,  and  after  waiting 
“ with  her  fomc  time,  gave  her  a cordial 
draught,  with  a few  drops  of  elixir  paregoric 
**  cum,  and  took  my  leave.  Ycflerday  morning 
“ I vifited  her,  and  was  pleafed  to  find  that  fhe 
“ had  flept  mofl  part  of  the  night,  and  the  faint- 
“ ing  fit  and  flooding  had  not  returned.  This 
“ morning  I have  feen  her  again,  and,  except 
flight  pains  which  flie  complains  of  high  up  ’ 
**  in  the  belly,  flie  has  no  one  fymptom  of  dan- 
“ ger.  There  is  rather  too  great  a tcnfion  of 
“ the  abdomen,  for  wfliich  I have  ordered  an 
“ emollient  fomentation  : fhould  thefe  pains  pro- 
ceed  from  any  injury  done  the  uterus,  I fear 

“ her  fituation  may  be  flill  far  from  fafe. 

/ 

I TAKE  the  liberty  of  earneflly  recommend- 
“ ing  this  cafe  to  your  kind  confideration ; and 
“ fliall  duly  efleem  the  favour  of  your  an- 
fwer. 

“ I am,  &c.” 


P,  S,  PRAr 
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“ P.  S.  PRAY,  what  is  your  opinion  of  the 
tire-a-tete  and  nett  of  mauriceau.  — I 
**  have  lately  got  an  English  tranflatioii  of  da- 
**  venter’s  midwifery.  Your  fentiments  on 
“ which,  will  much  oblige  me.” 


THE  ANSWER.  , 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

**  I AM  glad  to  find  opportunities 
“offer  in  midwifery. — The  manner  of  treating 
“ the  patient  you  mention,  was  undoubtedly 
“ good;  it  was  a long,  difagrceable,  and  tire  fome 
labour.  The  forceps  not  fucceeding  by  gentle 
“ means,  you  did  right  in  opening  the  head,  and 
“ the  circumflances  of  the  cafe  juflified  the 
“ operation;  cfpecially,  as  you  had  evident  figns 

La  “of 
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of  the  child’s  death.  It  has  been  the  opi- 
“ iiion  of  many  English  and  french  authors, 
“ that  there  frequently  have  been  laborious  la- 
“ hours,  when  the  vertex  has  firfl  offered ; but  in 
“ all  the  difEcult  ones  I have  attended,  where 
“ the  head  has  prefented,  the  ear  was  the 
“ part  next  the  tincee.  It  is  very  feldom  a 
“ labour  can  require  the  ufe  of  inflruments,  and 
“ they  ought  never  to  be  hafiily  ufed.  Some 
“ os  tineas  will  take  much  longer  time  for  dila- 
“ tation  than  others.  Patience  is  a venerable 
“ maxim,  particularly  in  the  profeffion  of  mid- 
“ wiFERY.  LA  MOTTE  had  this  \drtuc  in  great 
perfeeflion,  and  was  commendable  for  fubmit- 
“ ting  fo  much  to  providence,  and  the  decifion 
“ of  nature;  who,  when  fhe  finds  a difficulty 
“ attending  the  excluhon  of  the  foetus,  will  fome- 
times  take  two,  three,  four,  or  even  five  or  fix 
“ days,  to  prepare  the  palTage,  by  lubricating  it 
“ with  a mucus  ; (a  wife  provifion,  without 
which,  more  births  would  be  laborious  than 
**  there  are)  and  then  will  make  her  lafl 
effort  with  the  utmoft  force ; which  is  gene- 
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“ rally  very  ciecifive,  unlefs  the  child  fliould  be 
“ too  large,  prcternaturally  fituated,  or  the  pelvis 
“ too  narrow.  The  former  praflice  of  turn- 
“ ing  the  child,  and  bringing  it  away  by  the 
“ feet,  when  the  head  has  been  confined  in  the 
**  vagina,  is  now  difearded,  and  the  forceps, 
“ which  is  always  preferable  to  the  fillet,  fubfii- 
“ tuted  in  its  fiead.  The  crotchet  fhould  ever 
be  ufed  with  the  greatcfl  caution.  You  was 
**  acquainted  wnth  the  width  of  the  pelvis,  other- 
wife  your  operation  might  not  have  turned 
“ out  fo  favorable.  'A  great  care  fhould  be 
“ taken  in  the  delivery,  that  the  ulerus  is  not 
“ torn;  fhould  that  be  the  cafe,  it  is  not  one 
“ time  in  an  hundred  that  the  woman  furvives. 
“ They  formerly  ufed  the  flrait  crotchet ; but  the 
“ curved  one  is  the  moft  ufeful,  being  in- 
troduced  under  the  direction  of  the  hand,  and 
“ fixt  behind  the  ear;  one  crotchet,  in  general, 
“ will  do  with  the  hand  paffed  up  the  oppofite 
“ fide  to  alfifl  it,  when  the  pulling  force  is  made. 
“ Should  this  not  fuccced,  tw’o  crotchets  mufl 
“ be  ufed.  The  nett  and  tire-a-tete  of 

L 3 
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**  MAURiCEAu,  are  but  of  little  ufe ; although 
“ he  afhrms  his  tire-a-tete  to  be  incompara- 
■ ‘ bly  better  than  the  crotcheit.  — da  venter’s 
“ book  is  authentic,  and  may  be  depended  on.— 
“ I dare  fay  your  patient  will  do  well. — Go  on 
“ and  profper;  and  believe  me,  with  all  poffiblc 
refpeft,  to  be,  &c.” 


DiONis  treats  of  laborious  and  difficult  la- 
bours, book  iii.  chap.  9. — mauriceau,  p.  195, 
and  daventer,  chap,  27. — giffard,  cafe  141. 
fpeaks  of  a delivery,  where  the  head  prefented, 
and  ftuck  in  the  palTage,  from  the  bending  in  of 
the  os  Jacrum:  cafe  182,  he  gives  another  in- 
ffance,  where  the  head  being  too  large,  ffuck  in 
the  pafTage:  and  cafe  193.  another,  where  the 
fide  of  the  head  prefenting  firff,  the  face  of  the 
child  being  turned  towards  the  mother’s  right  os 
iliumy  was  in  a like  predicament:  his  cafes  193. 
8c  196.  deferibe  two  deliveries,  where  the  chil- 
dren prefented  with  the  head  foremoff,  which  alfo 
ffuck  in  the  paffage  ; and  cafes  198,  199,  200, 

k 201, 
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Sc  201,  contain  fimllar  inflances : In  all  which, 
as  well  as  In  many  others,  he  fucceeded  by  the 
ufe  .of  Ills  EXTRACTOR  ; a print,  and  explana- 
tion of  that  inftrument,  as  Improved  by  the  late 
mr,  FREKE,  furgeon  to  st.  Bartholomew’s 
HOSPITAL,  is  prefixed  to  his  cases  in  mid-^ 
wifery;  revifed  and  publlfhed  in  1734.  by 

EDWARD  HODY,  M.  D.  & F.  R.  S. 

SEE  a particular  obfervation  of  la  motte’s, 
p.  220  : and  astruc,  p.  98.  very  judlcioufly 
expatiates  on  the  dlfhculties  which  proceed  from 
the  bad  conformation  of  the  bones  of  the  pelvis^ 

DR.  PUGH  In  his  treatife  of  midwifery,  fpeaks 
in  an  experienced  manner  of  the  extraordinary 
fize  of  the  head ; the  narrow  or  bad  form  of  the 
bones  of  the  pelvis^  of  the  head  being  fixed  in 
the  paUage,  and  the  inftrumcntal  delivery  thereof. 

DR.  smell  IE,  vol.  iii.  gives  a laborious  birth, 
occafioncd  by  the  large  fize  of  the  child,  and 
the  final Inefs  of  the  pelvis^  in  which  he  deli- 

L 4 vered 
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vcred  with  the  blunt  hook:  in  a fecond  labo- 
rious cafe  ; the  head  being  low,  he  attempted 
firfl  to  turn,  and  tried  the  fillet,  but  was  obliged 
to  deliver  with  the  crotchet,  the  child  being 
dead,  and  the  abdomen  fwclled:  he  relates  a third 
laborious  cafe;  where  the  head  of  the  child  was 
high  in  a narrow  pelvis,  and  delivered  with  the 
hand  and  blunt  hook  or  crotchet : a fourth  labo- 
rious cafe,  in  a very  narrow^  and  dihorted  pel^ 
vis;  in  which  the  child  was  delivered  with  the 
curved  crotchet  with  its  flieath,  to  guard  the 
point:  a fifth,  where  the  pelvis  was  narrow,  and 
'the  child  large,  and  delivered  with  tw'O  crotchets ; 
a fixth,  where  the  pelvis  was  narrow,  the  head 
large,  and  delivered  with  the  crotchet : a feventh, 
wdiere  the  delivery  was  effected  by  the  crotchet ; 
an  eighth,  in  which  the  head  of  the  JatiiS  was 
high  in  the  pelvis,  and  prematurely  delivered 
with  the  crotchet : a ninth  and  tenth,  two  cafes, 
wherein  the  crotchet  was  employed : an  eleventh, 
where  the  head  was  prematurely  opened  by  a pradi- 
tioner : a twelfth,  in  which  he  was  obliged  to  deli- 
ver with  the  affiflance  of  the  fliarp  and  blunt 

crotchets  : 
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eroicliets  : a thirteenth,  where  the  arm  and  head 
of  the  foetus  prefented  ; the  laft  opened,  and 
delivered  with  the  forceps  : a fourteenth,  in  which 
the  deliveiy  was  alTifted  by  the  crotchets,  after 
the  forceps  had  been  tried  in  vain:  a fifteenth, 
where  the  delivery  was  efFeded  by  the  crotchets  : 
a fixteenth,  where  the  patient  was  delivered  by 
the  crotchet : a feventeenth,  in  which  the  child 
was  extracted  piece-meal,  with  the  feiffars  and 
blunt  hooks : and  an  eighteenth,  where  the  head 
was  delivered  with  the  crotchet: — dr.  johnson 
fays,  he  faw  a pelvis^  of  fo  fmall  a fize,  though 

j * 

very  well  fhaped ; as  to  meafure,  only  four 
inches  between  the  ilia,  and  fcarcely  two  and 
a half  from  the  angle  of  the  Jacrum  to  the 
jymphifis  of  the  pubes:  a mature  child  (after  an 
experienced  and  very  ingenious  operator  had 
ufed  his  utmofl  endeavours  to  fave  it  as  well  as 
the  mother)  was  obliged  to  be  extracted  through 
this  pelvis  by  the  crotchet : he  alfo  deferibes  a 
pelvis  in  dr.  hunter’s  mufeum,  of  a mod  parti- 
cular conflru61ion  and  diflortion:  and  another  in 
die  fame  refpedable  collection,  extremely  de- 
formed, 
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formed,  and  fo  very  final  1,  that  the  wideft  part 
of  the  brim  is  not  above  an  inch;  he  avers,  the 
whole  llru6Liire  of  it  to.  be  apparently  oppolite 
to  the  means  of  procreation : and  likewife  relates 
the  cafe  of  a poor  woman,  to  whom  dr.  kelly 
was  called  by  mr.  ford,  a furgeon,  in  long 
LANE,  souTtuvARK ; the  pdviSf  from  the  pro- 
jcclion  of  the  Jacrunit  to  the  JymphiJis  of  the 
puhcs,  could  not,  he  fays,  be  more  than  the 
diflance  of  two  inches  ; it  was  thought  advife- 
able  to  make  a fiee  opening  in  the  cranium,  eva- 
cuate its  contents,  and  then  leave  it  to  collapfc 
and  fettle  into  the  pelvis  gradually,  which 
v/as  done,  and  the  next  day,  the  head  was 
found  fo  far  advanced,  as  to  be  brought  forth 
in  a little  time,  with  the  help  of  the  blunt 
hook  ; which  w'as  alfo  employed  for  the  deli- 
very of  the  Ihoulders.  — I have  to  obfeive,  that 
the  method  ufed  with  this  woman,  might  be 
taken,  with  fomie  degree  of  fafety,  and  the  delivery 
thus  treated,  rendered  more  cafy  by  the  gradual 
defeenfon  of  the  head  into  the  pelvis  ; efpeci- 
ally,  as  the  patient  was  in  no  immediate  danger ; 

' but 


but  in  the  cafe,  which  occurred  to  me  as  above, 
no  advantage  whatever  could  have  been  expelled, 
from  waiting  any  length  of  time,  after  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  cranium : on  the  contrary,  in  the 
weak  and  dangerous  flate,  to  which  my  patient  was 
reduced,  fuch  fufpenfion  mufl;  have  proved  fatal, 
i — The  narrownefs  or  diflortion  of  the  pelvis^  is 
univerfally  allowed  to  caufe  the  moll  difScult  and 
dangerous  parturition ; for  when  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  which  fhould  meafure  five  inches  and  a 
half  from  fide  to  fide,  and  about  four  and  a 
quarter  from  Jacrum  to  pubis;  in  its  ftead,  we 
unhappily  meet  with  a diflance  of,  perhaps,  only 
one  inch  and  a half,  two  inches,  or  at  mofl,  not 
more  than  three  from  fide  to  fide ; and  the  nar- 
rownefs  is  confined  to  the  brim,  or  the  pelvis,  im 
this  part,  be  well  proportioned,  and  the  lumbar 
vertebra  proje6l  over  the  Jacrum,  as  in  the  cafe 
contained  in  my  lafl  letter,  and  the  child  be  too 
bulky  to  pafs — defiru6Hve  inflruments,  to  dimi- 
nifh  the  fize  of  the  head,  mull  be  ufed ; a dif- 
agreeable  necefiity,  wherein  the  length  of  time, 
between  the  evacuation  of  the  cranium  and  its 


total 


[ 84  ] 

total  extraSion,  can  only  be  determined  by  the 
flate  of  the  patient : intenfely  affeding,  as  fuch 
operations  mufl  ever  prove-^how  comparatively 
Icfs  horrid  and  dangerous  do  they  appear,  than 
the  cajarian  fc5lion, ^or  the  ?iew  operation  of  cut- 
ting the  Jymphifis  of  the  puhisy  at  which  I fhud- 
der ; and  mean  neither  to  offend  or  cenfure  the 
ingenious  advocates  for  this  mod  extraordinary 
operation,  when  I take  the  liberty  to  declare,  that 
I can  never  think  favorably  of  it:  and  much 
to  be  revered,  as  all  difeoveries,  for  preferving 
the  lives  of  our  fellow  creatures  are  ; this  appears 
to  be  one  of  thofe,  whofe  fafety  and  general  uti- 
lity, I am  of  opinion,  will  not  foon  eflablifli 
and  confirm  its  pradice,  — ^ 


CASE 
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CASE  XIII. 

'T 

JL  HE  ninth  of  may,  1763.  I was  called  to 
aflifl  a patient,  vvhofe  labour  had  continued 
three  fucceffive  days  and  nights;  flie  had  been 
attended  by  a woman  midwife,  who  had  fre- 
quently piomifed  an  immediate  delivery,  but 
without  effe6t : fhe  appeared  anxious  and  much 
deprefled,  and  the  women  worn  out  with  the 
fatigue  of  long  attendance : after  waiting  about 
twenty  minutes,  and  taking  the  advantage  of  a 
flight  pain,  I examined  her,  and  found  the  os 
tinea  high  up  againfl  the  Jacrum,  almoft  out  of 
reach,  rigid,  and  but  little  dilated.  The  woman 
had  a very  pendulous  belly,  was  of  a large  make, 
corpulent,  and  had  borne  feveral  children  ; with 
every  one  of  whom  I was  informed^  Hie  had 
fullered  a long  and  tedious  labour.  After  affu- 
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ring  the  attendants  that  much  time  would  be  flill 
required,  before  there  could  be  any  pofTibility  of 
delivering  her,  I got  the  patient  to  bed,  gave 
her  an  opiate,  and  difmiffed  them  ; then  defired 
the  midwife  not  to  leave  her,  but  to  flay  and  fend 
for  me  again  as  foon  as  the  pains  became  more 
regular  and  powerful,  and  returned  home.  About 
fix  in  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  I obeyed  a 
fecond  melTage.  The  pains  were  now  very  flrong, 
the  membranes  had  broke,  and  the  vertex  was 
below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis’  but  the  os  tincce^ 
though  much  dilated,  was  flill  too  much  inclined 
to  the  Jacrum.  I placed  the  patient  on  her  fide, 
with  her  head  low,  and  her  breech  and  legs  raifed 
up  ; and  in  this  manner  delivered  her  In  lefs  than 
an  hour  by  the  natural  efforts — -by  pulling  gently 
funis,  in  time  of  pain,  it  feparated  from  the 
placenta,  and  came  away  ; but  as  no  uterine  hcemor^ 
rhage  enfued,  I did  not,  for  the  prefent,  think  it 
advifeable  to  pafs  up  my  hand  for  its  extra£lion  ; 
after  waiting,  however  in  vain,  for  more  than 
two  hours,  with  a view  to  know  the  caufe  of  its 
retention,  I introduced  it  gently  into  the  vagina; 

but 
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but  finding  the  contra6Hon  of  the  womb  fo 
great,  as  not  to  admit  of  my  two  fore  fingers, 
deferred  all  further  attempts ; and  thought  it 
the  moft  rational  pra£l;ice  to  truft  to  nature’s 
cxpulfion  of  the  placenta]  which  happened  in 
lefs  than  twelve  hours  after  the  birth  of  the 
child. 

MANY  diforders  are  mentioned  by  medi- 
cal authors,  as  arifing  from  the  retention  of 
the  placenta;  but  I hope  to  be  juflified  in  the 
pra61ice  of  leaving  it  to  the  cxpulfion  of  nature ; 
efpecially  where  there  is  a fudden  and  flrong  con- 
(Iridion  of  the  uterus^  and  no  hemorrhage  enfues, 
rather  than  run  the  rifk  of  a forcible  extradion, 
from  which,  much  mifehief  may  be  dreaded. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the  ill  fitiiation  of 
the  womb  occafioncd  the  great  delay  of  labour 
in  this  cafe,  fometliing  fimilar  to  which  arc 
chapman’s  5th.  and  6th.  cafes  — daventer 

is  the  firft  author  w*e  meet  with,  who  treats 

» 

of  the  womb  of  women  with  child,  or  in 

child- 
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cliild-bed,  being  obliquely  and  ill  fituated.  Vide 
his  book,  chap.  1 1 . 

> ASTRuc,  p.  13.  has  likewife  expatiated  largely 
on  this  lituation  of  the  womb:  and  dr.  burton, 
p,  172.  and  obf.  18.  has  done  the  fame. — The 
oblique  pofition  of  the  uterus,  a topic  fo  flrenu- 
oufly  fupported  by  many  other  authors,  unlefs 
occafioned  by  the  pendulous  belly;  its  general 
caufe,  or  particular  ill  conformation  of  the  pelvis^ 
feems  to  me,  to  be  merely  hypothefis  and  conjec- 
ture, and  cannot,  I believe,  in  any  other  cafes,  be 
fairly  faid  to  impede  the  courfe  of  labour, 

DR.  BURTON,  p.  5 5*  hicws,  by  a very  cuiious 
experiment,  how  foon  the  womb  will  contrail 
' again;  ^.and  declares,  the  contra6lion  of  it  in 
fome  women,  to  be  fo  fudden  and  fo  flrong,  as 
fcarce  to  be  credited,  but  by  fuch  as  have  expe-  ‘ 
rienced  it:  page  132.  he  relates  a cafe,  where 
the  funis  had  been  broke  by  the  midwife,  in  at- 
tempting to  deliver  the  placenta,  which  was  re- 
tained by  the  great  contra^ion  of  the  uterus, 

which 
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wliich  gave  him  greater  trouble  to  deliver, 
than  any  one  he  had  ever  before  met  with;  fee 
al fo  obf.  32.  of  the  fame  author. 

THE  fudden  and  flrong  contraSion  of  the 
womb  is  produced  from  the  following  authority : 
GiFFARD,  in  cafes  ?oy,  8c  127.  fays,  “ that 
being  called  in  an  hour  after  delivery,  he  found 
the  os  uteri  fo  contra£lcd,  that  he  could  not 
readily  introduce  two  fingers,  and,  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  he  introduced  his  hand:  cafe  134. 
he  declares  the  os  uteri  was  fo  contracted  in  half 
an  hour,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  introduced 
his  hand  into  the  womb:  cafe  74.  he  fays  he 
was  called  in  ten  hours  after  the  birth  orihe  firfl, 
and  two  hours  after  that  of  the  fccond  of  twins  ; 
and,  yet  the  os  uteri  was  fo  contracted,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  dilate  it  gradually  : cafe  92.  he 
avers,  that  in  a few  hours  after  the  delivery,  he 
could  fcarcc  introduce  his  hand  into  the  uterus  \ 
and,  when  introduced,  the  womb  was  fo  con- 
rated,  that  he  could  not  readily  move  bis 
hand. 

M * 

* 
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MAUKTCFAU,  obf.  504.  fays,  ia  three  hours 
after  delivery,  he  has  found  the  os  uteri  fo  con- 
tracted, that  he  could  not  introduce  his  hand 
into  the  womb  : and  obf.  336.  he  alfo  mentions 
a perfon  who  mifearried  in  the  fixth  month  of  her 
pregnancy ; where  part  of  the  after  birth  was 
left  in  the  womb,  and  before  l^e  got  to  her,  the 
os  uteri  was  fo  contraCted,  that  he  could  not  in- 
troduce his  hand  into  the  womb. 

LA  MOiTE,  obf.  338.  Sc  362.  alfo  tells  us, 
that  in  ten  or  twelve  hours  after  the  birth  of  the 

t 

child,  he  has  found  the  os  uteri  fb  contracled, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  introduce  his 
hand,  being  obliged  to  dilate  it  gradually : and 
further,  obf.  359.  & 363.  declares,  that  in 
fifteen  or  fixteen  hours  he  has  found  the  os  uteri 
fo  contraCled,  that  he  was  forced  to  dilate  it  by 
degrees  ; and  mentions  one  cafe,  where  two  other 
furgeons  had  been  trying  to  extraCl  the  placenta^ 
and  yet  he  could  only  introduce  four  fingers  into 
the  womb — perhaps,  a more  remarkable  cafe, 
than  the  following,  in  regard  to  the  particular 
contraclion  of  the  uterus,  has  feldom  occurred  to 
anv  one  pjaCtiiioner  whatever.  CASE 
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CASE  XIV. 


Mrs.  L.  was  delivered  of  her  firfl  child, 
MARCH  the  sd,  1762;  a midwife  was  with  her,  who 
broke  the  fiuiis  in  attempting  to  deliver  the  pla- 
centa:  I was  immediately  fent  for,  but  found  it 
impradicable  to  pafs  my  hand  into  the  uterus ; 
the  placenta  therefore  remained,  and  was  not  deli- 
vered till  the  third  day  after  the  child. 


TO  her  fecond  labour,  which  happened  the 
2d  of  FEBRUARY,  1 764.  my  afTiftance  was  be- 
fpoke ; file  had  a very  quick  time ; but  the  pla- 
centa, notwithflanding  flie  had  very  flrong  after- 
pains,  was  not  to  be  moved  by  pulling  at  the 
funis,  and  remained  till  the  fecond  day  at  night, 
when  it  came  away  with  a little  pain,  as  fhe  was 
making  water, 

M 2 


IN 


t 92  ] 

IN  Tier  third  labour,  on  the  4th  of  jurr, 
1766,  I again  attended  her,  v/hen  flie  had  nearly 
as  good  a time  as  before:  and  foon  after  the  de- 
livery of  the  child  I had  “the  curio  fity  to  exa- 
mine the  C5  uUriy  which  I found  fo  much 
contra61ed,  as  not  to  admit  my  two  fingers : 
the  placenta  w^as  therefore  again  left,  and  came 
away  not  till  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day. 

THE  fourth  time  of  her  being  in  labour,  was 
on  the  17th  of  august,  1769  ; when  being  at  a 
great  didance  from  home,  a midwife  was  called 
in,  and  flie  Had  a fine  natural  delivery  of  the 
child ; but  as  the  placenta  gave  the  midwife  much 
trouble,  and  fhe  declared  fhe  could  not  gain  it, 
an  accoucheur,  of  much  Ikill  and  pradice,  was 
fent  for,  who  drove  in  vain  to  introduce  his 
hand  into  the  uterus ; but  found  it  fo  much  con- 
traded,  that  his  trials  were  in  vain,  and  the  pla* 
cenia  remained  till  the  third  day,  when  it  came 
awav  as  the  w'oman  v/as  at  dool. 

i.  .1  >. 
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OF  her  fifth  child,  the  28th  of  December, 
rg  I attended  her;  (lie  had  a very  eafy  la- 

bour, but  the  placenta  was  retained  as  ufual,  and 

/ 
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not  delivered  till  the  fourth  day  : 

AND  in  her  fixtli  labour  I was  with  her,  when 
the  child  was  foon  delivered,  but  the  after-birth 
remained  undelivered  till  the  third  day,  when  it 
was  expelled  by  a flrong  pain;  this  was  on  the 
3ifl  of  MAY,  1773.  fince  which  time  flie  has 
not  been  again  pregnant, 

DR.  EXTON,  cafe  15.  gives  a remarkable  ac- 
count of  a delivery:  where,  immediately,  after 
the  birth  of  the  child,  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
was  fo  flrongly  contraded,  that  he  could,  by  no 
means,  introduce  even  a finger  into  it;  and 
believes  that  it  would  fooner  have  broke  than 
yielded  to  his  fingers  : defcribes  it  by  the  feel,  to 
be  like  a purfe  ftrongly  drawn  up  ; and  declares, 
he  has  met  with  this  fpafmodic  contraction  of 

the  os  uteri,  four  or  five  times  in  his  practice. 

Practice  and  obfervation  muff  ever  clearly 

M3 
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evince  the  danger  of  employing  force  in  extraS- 
ing  iht  placenta  (without  led  thereto  by  the  flood- 
ing of  the  patient.)  Bad  confequences,  mofl  un- 
doubtedly, very  often  follow  from  the  retention 
of  the  placenta ; but  the  flow  and  fponlaneous 
expulfion  of  nature,  I candidly  fubmit  to  the 
notice  of  every  ingenious  pra6litioner,  as  being 
ever  more  fafe  in  its  confequences,  than  the 
hafty  or  forcible  extraction  of  it;  which  I have 
known,  more  than  once,  attended  with  many 
difadvantages,  and  even  Co  have  proved  fatal. 


/ 
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CASE  XV. 

T HE  wife  of  a labouring  man,  in  this 
neighbourhood,  was  delivered  on  the  14th  of 
MAY,  1764.  of  a child,  by  a midwife;  who, 
after  waiting  twelve  hours,  and  finding  it  impof- 
fible  to  deliver  the  placenta,  fent  for  me ; fhe  had 
made  the  woman  very  hot  and  feverifh,  by  ufing 
too  much  force  to  dilate  the  os  uteri',  which,  upon 
examination,  I found  fo  much  contra6led,  that 
it  were  injurious  to  attempt  the  dilatation  of  it:  I 
therefore  contented  myfelf,  by  enjoining  reft  and 
giving  her,  every  four  hours,  three  fpoonfuls  of  a 
neutral  mixture,  and  left  her  till  the  next  day  ; in 
the  evening  of  which,  I was  informed,  that  the 
placenta  had  been  fpontancoufly  expelled  by  a pain, 
as  the  patient  turned  round  in  her  bed — no  ill  con- 
feqiiences  enfued  from  its  retention,  and  the  wo~ 

M 4 man 
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man  foon  recovered.  I attended  the  fame  wo- 
man in  the  beginning  of  the  year  T771.  when, 
from  fome  mifmanagement  of  the  labour,  un- 
common debility  had  been  brought  on,  her  fpi- 
rits  were  flagged,  and  fhe  was  much  reduced ; 
but  as  the  prefentation  was  fair  and  natural,  I 
contented  myfelf  with  fupporting  her  patience, 
by  foothing  perfuahons  and  proper  medicine, 
not  doubting,  but  we  fhould  find,  in  the  end,  an 
eafy  and  happy  determination ; and  herein  1 was 
not  difappointed,  for  by  thefe  means  flie  acquired 
a competent  refolution:  and  the  labour,  after 
many  days  and  nights,  having  been  flow  and 
tedious,  ended  in  the  moil  natural  and  favorable 
iffue,  and  no  difficulty  whatever  attended  the 
expulfion  of  the  placenta. 


CASE 
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CASE  XVI. 

o N J ULY  23,  1780.  I was  informed  of  a poor 
woman,  who  was  in  labour,  and  could  get 
no  afn/lance  to  deliver  her;  upon  which,  I 
made  what  hafte  1 could  to  her,  and  found  her 
in  great  extremity ; the  pains  were  very  flrong, 
and  I had  not  been  with  her  more  than  twenty 
minutes  before  fhe  was  delivered  of  the  child ; 
but  after  waiting  near  an  hour,  and  not  finding 
the  placenta  in  the  lead  defeend,  I began  to  con- 
clude that  it  adhered  to  the  uterus  \ but  the  wo- 
man informing  me  fhe  had  had  fix ' children, 
and  that  the  after  birth  had  never  moved,  till 
two  days  after:  I immediately,  by  the  diredion 
of  the  funis,  examined  the  date  of  the  os  in- 
ternum, which  was  fo  much  contracted,  as 
fcarcely  to  admit  the  point  of  my  finger ; I 

there  fo  1C 
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therefore  left  the  placenta,  which  feparated,  and 
was  difcharged  of  itfelf  on  the  fecond  day  from 
the  delivery,  without  any  ill  effc^ls  what** 

focver, 

DR.  ouLD  endeavours  to  fhew,  that  the  os  uteri  l 
is  not  capable  of  fo  fpeedy  a contraction,  as  it  is  w 
generally  imagined ; but  the  foregoing  cafes  ^^^*1 
flubborn  faCls  to  the  contrary;  and,  that  it  wiUl 
fometimes  furprizingly  contrad  immediately  afterr 
the  expulfion  of  the  J(xtus,  is  incontrovertible. 

DR.  JOHNSON,  p*  206.  fpeaks  of  an  extraor- 
dinary contraClion  of  the  uterus^  in  half  an  houn 
after  the  birth ; he  fays  it  formed  into  fo  fmall  ai 
rin^  that  at  firfl  he  could  pafs  but  two  fingers  :: 
and,  although  he  endeavoured  to  dilate  it  gra- 
dually, in  order  to  infinuate  the  others,  one: 
by  one ; yet  the  flriClure  w^as  fo  firm,  as  to  - 
occafion  difficulty  in  paffing  the  hand:  how- 
ever, by  peiTifling,  he  gained  admiffion  witffi 
fafety,  and  found  the  placenta,  with  fome  of  the. 

chorion,  round  its  edges,  adhering  to  the  fundus 

uteri  \\ 
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lUeri ; lie  feparated  the  adhcfion  gradually,  and 
brought  away  the  fecundines. 

IN  fuch  cafes,  forcible  dilatation,  I prefurne, 
can  only  be  juftified  by  prefcnt  exigencies  ; and, 

‘ as  in  this  inflance,  no  very  prefling  occafion  ap- 
peared for  introducing  the  hand,  it  were  more  ra- 
^ tional,  I fliould  think,  to  have  trufled  to  nature. 

IN  fome  future  cafes,  (as  well  as  the  foiego- 
ing  relative  to  the  placentd)  which  makes  a part 
of  this  publication,  occafion  will  fliew,  that  the 
immediate  delivery  of  the  placenta^  is  not,  in 
general,  of  that  importance,  which  many  inge- 

Inious  and  experienced  writers  have  taken  upon 
ihemfelves  to  avow,  that  nature,  in  the  human, 
as  well  as  the  brute  fpecics,  where  no  force  is 
ever  thought  of,  is  equally  kind  and  effe^lual, 
and,  that  where  the  feparation  within  a given  time, 
is  not  effe^led,  but  little  is  to  be  dreaaed  j and, 
likewife  that  much  lefs  danger  in  general  attends 
I the  leaving  of  it,  than  in  forcible  attempts  to  re- 

i * 

i lieveit  by  the  hand  ; notwithflanding  all  this,  1 do 


not 
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not  take  upon  me  to  deny  the  fatisfafiion  refulting 
from  an  eafy  and  timely  reparation  of  the  pla^ 
centa;  which  is  ever  to  be  preferred,  provided 
it  be  natural,  and  no  violence  ufed  in  making 
the  extra61ion;  which,  I think,  we  may  ever 
confine  as  a matter  of  neceffity  to  floodings 
only. 


CASE 
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CASE  XVII. 

T 

WAS  called  to  a patient  about  fix  o’clock  -In 
the  morning  of  the  26th  of  February,  1763. 
fhe  was  of  a Icuco  phlegmatic  habit ; had  a fmall 
pelvis,  and  always  been  fubje6l  to  laborious 
; umes,  occafioned  by  drophcal  children ; with 
fone  of  which  flie  had  been  delivered  with 
the  crotchet  by  a man-midwife,  her  other  two 
. children  were  hydrocephalous  when  born,  and 
died  foon  afterwards;  fuch  was  the  general  hif- 
' :ory  of  the  patient,  which  gave  me  little  room  to 
: expe£l:  a more  favourable  event  than  iifual : a 
j midwife  had  been  fome  hours  In  waiting,  who 
f'  lhought  her  in  labour ; but  as  the  os  tincce  was 
! clofe  fiiut,  and  her  pains  being  without  inters 
S miffion,  and  chicRy  confined  to  the  abdomen : I 

pronounced 
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pronounced  them  to  be  of  the  cholic  kind,  ^ 
gave  her  a rhubarb  draught,  with  a few  drops  of  | 
tlnci,  thchaica,  which  foon  procured  her  eafe,  | 
and  I was  not  applied  to  again  till  about  four  ini| 
the  morning  of  the  iSth  of  march.  The 
pains  were  now  genuine,  returned  at  regulai'i 
periods,  and  the  os  tinea  began  to  dilate ; the? 
labour  was  flow  in  its  progrefs  till  twelve  o’clock; 
at  night,  when  the  membranes  broke,  and  thepainss 
returned  fafler,  and  w^ere  more  forcing;  yet,  ther 
child’s  head  continued  high  up  at  the  brim  of  thee 
pelvis^  and  felt  fofter  than  it  ufuallydoes;  but  by: 
the  long  continued  force  of  the  pains  it  defeended 
lower  down,  fo  that  I could  difeover  the  bones: 
at  a great  diflance  from  each  other,  and  feelingj 
loofe  and  yielding  to  the  touch,  with  an  unconnj 
mon  wudth  of  the  Jonland^  fo  that  there  w^as  nc; 
doubt  of  the  diforder  ; however,  being  willing  tc; 
try  the  pains,  I w^aited  three  hours  longer;  when 
they  fuddenly  became  more  feeble,  and  the  woman 
being  feized  with  a Jpicopey  I thought  it  advife-j 
able  that  the  delivery  fiiould  be  attempted.  Turn*, 
iug  the  child  appeared  too  dangerous  and  diffi-j 

cult! 
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cult,  and  the  ufe  of  the  forceps,  confidering  the 
fmallnefs  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  diforder,  as  well 
as  diftant  fituation  of  the  head,  I thought  it 
inoft  prudent  to  decline,  left  I fliould  lofc 

I 

time,  by  being  foiled  in  my  operation;  befides, 
from  the  fetid  fmell  of  the  liquor  amnii,  there 
was  great  rcafon  to  think  the  child  was  dead  ; 
the  patient  being  therefore  placed  in  a proper 
pofition,  I cautioully  introduced  the  long  feif- 
fars,  within  fide  my  hand,  up  the  vagina,  and 
perforated  the  cranium from  whence  (with 
part  of  the  cerebrum)  iflued,  a great  quantity  of 
turbid  water,  which  fmelt  very  olFenfive.  1 foon 
after  pafs’d  up  my  hand,  and  fixing  my  fingers 
in  the  opening,  with  fome  difficulty  brought 
down  the  head,  and  effefted  the  delivery  of  the 
child,  which  appeared  to  have  been  fome  time 
dead.  I have  once  fince  attended  the  fame  wo- 
man in  a lingering  labour,  where  the  child  was 
very  fmall,  and  born  alive,  by  the  natural  ef- 
forts; but  had  an  hydrocephalous  diforder,  and 
lived  only  a few  days  : and  the  woman  herfelf, 
in  lefs  than  a year  'afterwards,  died  of  the 
dropfy.  MAURt- 
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MAURiCEAu,  rpeaking  of  fhe  method  to  deli- 
ver a woman,  when  the  child  in  the  womb  has 
a dropfical  head,  advifes  the  making  of  an  aper- 
ture in  the  cranium,  to  evacuate  its  contents,  altho’ 
the  child  be  living.  But  as  this  pradice  mufl 
ever  inevitably  defiroy  the  child,  the  judicious 
pra6Htioner,  I prefume,  will  not  do  it  until, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  the  child’s  deflrudion 
fliall  appear  abfolutely  unavoidable,  to  fave  its 
mother ; on  the  other  hand,  it  may  indeed  be 
urged,  that  the  hydrocephaloiis  child  feldom  long 
furvives  ; or,  if  it  does,  that  it  lives  the  objed  of 
pity  and  dihrefs  ; and  many  melancholy  cafes  of 
the  hydrocephalus  might  be  enumerated,  upon 
the  authority  of  feveral  eminent  furgeons  ; in 
whofe  deferiptions,  we  Biall  find  poor  emaciated, 
lethargic  children,  the  greatefl  part  of  whofe 
heads  are  as  foft  as  a quagmire,  and  fo  confi- 
derably  dillended  and  enlarged  with  water,  as  to 
require  a pillow,  or  fome  other  fupport,  and 

I 

whofe  lives,  in  general,  are  but  of  aflioitdate; 
but  even  this  being  granted,  I yet  can  fee  no  juft 
caufe  to  defiroy  the  foetus  in  utcro,  at  leaft,  1 

whilft  i 
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whilfl  there  remains  any  reafonable  prorpcS: 

I 

of  its  birth  by  the  efforts  of  nature. 

LA  MOTTE  obferves,  “ it  Is  not  often  that  chil- 
dren are  dropfical  in  the  uterus  \ but  when  they 
are,  that  they  create  a great  deal  of  trouble  to 

4 

the  furgeon,  but  prefers  the  hands  to  all  the  In- 
flruments  that  have  been  contrived  to  facilitate 
thefe  fort  of  deliveries”:  ,and  obf.  331,  332, 
333,  and  334.*  contain  cafes  in  fupport  of  his 
opinion ; w’hich,  however,  mufl  chiefly  de- 
pend upon  circuniflances,  and  cannot  always 
be  effe«hed  by  the  hands  alone ; although  our  . 
author  was  fo  particularly  fortunate  as  to 
fucceed  in  all  the  dropfical  children  he  met  with, 
without  any  other  help.  It  is  therefore  reafon- 
able to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  children,  in  whofe 
cafes  he  was  engaged,  were  not  conliderably  dif- 
ordered ; where  they  are,  as  in  the  Inflance  I have 
above  recited,  extraordinary  means  mufl  be  ufed  • 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  woman;  and  inflru- 
ments  will,  in  fuch  cafes,  be  found  unavoidably 
requifite. 


N 


ASTKUC, 
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ASTRuc,  when  all  other  refourccs  have  proved 
ineffedual,  an'd  the  child  is  hydroctphalous,  ad- 
vifes  the  evacuation  of  the  water  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a trocar  into  the  fontanel ^ and  to  leave 
the  canula  in  the  wound;  by  this  means,  he  is 
of  opinion,  the  head  will  flatten,  and  pafs  eafily. 
Vide  SMELLiE,  vol.  i.  p.  296.  no*  1,  2,  3,  8c  4, 
vol.  ii.  p.  356.  and  a foinewhat  fimllar  cafe  to 
the  above,  will  be  found  in  the  fame  author,  vol* 
iii.  coll.  31.  cafe  i.  where,  ahead,  that  was  dropfi- 
cal,  was  opened  with  the  feiffars,  and  afterwards 
delivered  by  the  labour  pains,  with  the  affiflance 
of  the  hand:  cafe  ii.  exhibits  a fecond  dropfical 
head,  which  was  opened  with  the  feiffars,  and 
delivered  wdth  the  affiflance  of  the  blunt  hook : 
cafe  xxi.  in  the  fame  colleclion  of  this  author, 
prefents  an  inflance  of  a dropfical  head  opened, 
and  delivered  with  the  affiflance  of  the  hand : 
and  in  coll.  35-  cafe  XX.  w^e  meet  with  a flood- 
ing before  delivery;  the  child  w'as  turned,  and 
brought  aw^ay  by  the  feet,  and  the  head  obflru61ed 
by  the  hydrocephalus,  which  made  it  neceffary  to 
employ  the  crotchet  for  its  delivery.  Vide  a cafe  of 

hydro^ 
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' hydrocephalus,  by  dr.  Robert  butler  remmett, 

] of  PLYMOUTH,  medd.  comm.  p.  423:  and  ano- 
i ther  curious  cafe  of  this  Ibrt  in  the  Medical  Ob- 
t fervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  5,  p.  I2i. 

!‘  IN  the  month  of  September,  1777.  a woman 
i in  the  vicinage  of  hadlow,  who  for  fome  time 
^ pafl  had  contra£led  a habit  of  drinking,  after  a 
j lingering  labour  of  many  nights  and  days,  was 
r delivered  of  a child  afflicSied  with  an  hydro-- 
j cephalus ; of  which  diforder,  it  languifhed  till 
the  fixth  day,  and  then  died.  — About  fix  months 
ago,  the  fame  patient,  in  the  eighth  month  of 
her  pregnancy,  was  thrown  into  a flooding  by  a 
fudden  fright ; (he  mifcarried,  the  child  was 


flill-born,  and  the  bones  of  its  cranium  ap- 
peared to  be  feparated  at  a great  diflan ce  from 


each  other,  by  the  great  quantity  of  water  con- 
tained in  the  pericranium^ — It  may  be  remarked 
as  a good  and  ufeful  caution,  that  this  perfon, 
previous  to  the  births  of  her  two  lafl  children, 
was  eflccmed  a very  fober  woman,  and  had  born 
three  remarkably  fine  and  healthy  children. 
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CASE  XVIII. 

GUSTy  1764.  I was  called  to  a lady  about  thirty 
three  years  of  age,  who  was  in  the  fifth  month 
of  pregnancy  with  her  fourth  child.  As  fhe  was 
haflily  flepping  over  a flile,  fhe  was  taken 
with  a violent  difeharge  of  blood  from  the  ute^ 
rus;  I immediately  bled  her  from  the  arm, 
according  to  her  firength,  and  gave  her  an  aflrin- 
gent  medicine,  mixed  with  an  opiate ; cold  fiyp- 
tic  applications  were  alfo  ordered  to  the  abdomen ; 
and  I advifed  that  fhe  might  be  kept  cool  and 
flill,  and  upon  no  account  get  out  of  bed,  till 
I fhould  fee  her  again : flie  complained  of  pain 
in  her  back  and  belly,  but  not  of  any  bearing 

down  ; 


[ 109  ] 

down  ; as  flie  had  been  coflive  for  .fome  days 
before,  that  fhe  might  not  flrain  to  expel  the 
faces,  and  by  that  means  increafe  the  flux,  an 
emollient  clyfler  was  prepared  and  inje(fled,  and 
the  next  day  I had  the  fatisfa£Hun  to  find  her 
free  from  pain  and  hamorrhage,  except  a fmall 
difeharge  of  ferous  blood,  which  faintly  tinged 
the  linen  ; I ordered  her  a mixture  of  tindure  of 
red  rofes,  acidulated  with  the  fpirit  of  vitrioU 

i 

defired.flic  would  abflain  from  meat  and  drink  of 
every  kind,  which  might  accelerate  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood,  and  that  her  diet  fhould 
chiefly  confifl:  of  panada,  weak  broth,  or  rice 

f 

gruel,  and  between  whiles  allowed  her  a little 
red  wine  and  water,  in  which  hot  iron  had 
been  extinguilhed  ' thefe  dire£tions  being  punc- 
tually attended  to,  the  hamorrhage,  in  feven 
days,  was  fo  entirely  reftrained,  and  fhe  had 
recovered  fo  much  of  her  flrength  and  fpirits, 
as  to  walk  up  and  down  flairs  : however,  to 
guard  againft  a return  of  the  uterine  flux,  file 
lived  fparingly,  took  her  aflringent  mixture  twice 
a day,  and  w’ould,  moft  probably,  have  cora- 

N 3 pleted 
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pleted  her  reckoning,  had  not  the  news  of  a fire 
in  the  neighbourhood,  which  happened  in  the 
night  of  the  i4di  of  September,  been  fuddenly 
brought  her,  at  which  fhe  fainted  away,  and  the 
flooding  returned  with  greater  violence  than  ever  ; 

I was  immediately  called,  and  upon  examination, 
found  the  os  tinea  very  high  up,  rigid,  and  fo 
little  dilated,  as  fcarcely  to  admit  the  tip  of  my 

9 

finger  ; the  hamorrhage  was  very  great,  and  flie 
no  fooner  came  out  of  one  fainting  fit,  but  flic 
went  into  another.  I introduced  a fponge, 
dipped  in  a folution  of  alum  into  the  vagina^ 
and  by  every  m'eans  in  my  powder  endea- 
voured to  reftrain  the  flux ; but  all  to  no. 

• purpofe,  for  it  was  fo  violent  that  fhe  funk 
away,  and  expired  within  an  hour  after  I 
came  to  her ; a melancholy  inflance ! w'hich 
ferves  to  evince  the  expediency  of  keeping  the 
mind  free  from  any  violent  agitation,  which  in  l 
all  flages  of  pregnancy  is  highly  dangerous,  and  i 
will  often  prove  fatal ; and  more  particularly,  ii 
in  fo  critical  a "fituation,  as  the  above  ; where 
the  frame  is  already  debilitated,  and  rendered 

lax, 
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lax,  by  a previous  elFufion  of  blood  from  the 
uterus.  Vide  mauriceau,  obf.  57^*  motte, 
obf.  209,  210.  8c  212.  and  giffaed,  obf.  109. 

CHAPMAN,  cafe  xxxii,  relates  the  misfortune 
of  a lady,  who  died  of  a flooding,  undelivered, 

before  he  arrived. 

dr.smellie  fays.he  was  called  to  a woman,  who 

was  feized  with  a pretty  confrderable  hamorrhage,z.nA 
mifearried  in  the  fifth  month  ; the/««i5  and  mem- 
branes were  expelled,  but  the  placenta  remained ; 
and,  though  the  difeharge  abated,  a draining  of 
blood  continued-  to  weaken  her  for  the  fpace  of 
three  months  after  her  abortion:  he  tried  to  dilate 
the  os  internum,  but  without  fuccefs;  was  equally 
unfuccefsful  in  introducing  a long  narrow-pointed 
forceps : and  finally,  had  recourfe  to  the  blunt 
hooks,  with  which  he  brought  it  away,  in  three 
feparate  pieces,  the  draining  was  flopt,  the  wo- 
man recovered,  and  afterwards  bore  children. 
After  all,  an  event  thus  fatal,  fo  early  as  the 
fifth  month,  mufl  be  ever  confidered  as  an  un- 

ufual  and  truly  deplorable  circumftance.  A mofl 

^ extraor- 
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extraordinary  flax  of  blood  fell  under  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the' late  dr.  cole,  who  fome  years  ago 
pra^lifed  midwifery  in  London  with  great  repu- 
tation. — Dr.  LEAKE  obferves,  that  on  opening 
the  body,  the  whole  furface  of  the  placenta  was 
found  adhering  to  the  uterus,  but  a great  part  of' 
ihtfalje  chorion,  invcfling  the  membraneous  bag 
,^which  contains  the  child  was  feparated  from  it; 
and  confequently,  an  infinite  number  of  thofe 
^veffels,  with  which,  it  is  fupplicd  from  the  uterus 
, being  torn  afunder,  the  cffufion  of  blood  was  fo 
' great  as  to  prove  mortal* 


CASE 
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CASE  XIX. 

THE.3.H.oroc_. 

-••  r-  . • ^ ^ 

For  to  a woman,  about  four  months  gone  with 
child ; feven  days  after  the  eruption  of  the  fmall 
pox,  fhe  was  fuddenly  alarmed  with  a flux  of 
blood  from  the  uterus!,  unattended  at  that  time 

r ♦ • • , K 

with  any  "pains — I fouud  the  aperture*  of  the  05 

• **  • V 

iincee  a little  dilated,  and  the  woman  appearing 

rriuch  terrified,  endeavoured  to  comfort  her,  with 

the  alTurances  of  her  doing  well,  notivithftanding 

the  fmall  pox,  as  flie  was  no  further  advanced  in 

her  pregnancy,  and  it  was  of  the  regular  kind. 
• ^ 

I de fired  flie  might  be  kept^cool,  and  fent  her  an 
afiringeht  mixture,  with  an  opiate.  The  hcemor- 
rhagc  abated,  and  fhe  paffed  the  night  with  tole- 
rable eafe  ; but  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
upon  her  moving  to  ufe  the  pot,  it  returned 

moil 
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moft  violently,  attended  with  frequent  and  (Irong 
pains:  I was  immediately  requefted  to  attend, 
which  I did;  when  finding  the  flux  alarming, 
and  the  woman  faint,  I examined  the  os  linca, 
which  was  enough  dilated  to  admit  three  fingers, 
with  which  I ruptured  the  membranes,  and  dire6Uy 
after  carefully  paffing  my  whole  hand  in  a co- 
nical form,  eafily  brought  away  the  fatus,  on 
whom  was  to  be  feen  not  the  leaft  mark  of  the. 
fmall  pox.  The  hemorrhage  ftill  continuing/, 
and  the  woman  fainting  away,  I thought  it  mofl^ 

j 

V 

confiftent  with  the  fafety  of  the  mother,  to  intro- 
duce my  hand  a fecond  time,  and  deliver  tht: 
fecundines ; which  having  effe<fled,  the  fluji:^ 
flopped,  the  woman  r.ecovered,  and  has  fincej 
had  many  children.  Vide  dr.  smellie,  2d.  volJ, 
no.  i2.  cafe  vi, 

t I 

.IN  the  GrERMAN  Ephemeiidcs,  anni  primiy  1.  ill. 
p.  139.  there  is  an  account  of  a worpan,  whei 
had  the  fmall  pox  before  fhc  was  delivered,  anc  i 
the  child  was  marked  with  the  fame  difeafe. 


IE 
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IN  the  Philofophical  Tranfa6lions,  ro.  493. 
p.  233.  is  the  cafe  of  a lady,  who  was  delivered 
of  a child,  on  whom  the  fmall  pox  appeared  in 
a day  or  two  after  its  birth,  drawn  up  by 

CROMWELL  MORTIMER,  M.  D. 

IN  the  fame  Tranfa£lion,  no.  493.  p.  1235. 
are  fome  accounts  of  the  fxlus  in  utero  being 
dififerently  affeded  by  the  fmall  pox,  by  william 
WATSON,  F.  R.  s,  and  alfo,  at  no.  337.  p.  165* 
Vide  LA  MOTTE,  obf.  129.  and  dr.  smellie, 
no.  2.  cafe  vi.  Dr.  leake  fays,  that  he  never 
yet  faw  an  inftance,  where  the  infants  where  born 
^ith  the  eruptions ; neither  does  it  ufually  ap- 
pear immediately  afterwards,  though  many  of 
them  die  in  a week  or  ten  days : — he  further 
remarks,  that  as  the  fmall  pox  generally  brings 
an  abortion,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  chil- 
dren come  before  their  due  time  ; and  therefore 
go  olf,  before  the  infe^lion  has  had  fulEcient  time 
to  produce  the  difeafe ; and  as  their  bulk  is  pro- 
portioned to  their  age,  it  may  be  one  reafoii,  why 
the  delivery,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  more  eafy  and  ex- 
peditious ; 


[ I16  ]' 

pcditious  ; and  adds,  that  notwithflanding  what  has 
already  been  faid,  examples  may  be  found  as  above; 
and  in  Bartholin’s  medical  epiftles,  8cc.  where  the 
body  of  the  new-born  infant  has  been  found 
overfpread  with  the  variolous  puflules  ; which, 
conhdcrlng  the  intercourfe  between  the  mother 
and  it,  during  the  uterine  geflation,  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at.— A very  curious  and  uncommon 
cafe  is  related  by  van  swieten,  as  it  happened 
.under  the  obfervation  of  dr.  watson,  in  Lon- 
don, viz.  a woman,  who  had  been  for  fome 
•time  pregiant,  and  who  long  before  had  the 
, fmali  pox,  was  very  afllduous  in  attending  her 
.fervant  maid,  who  then  laboured  under  that 
difeafe ; in  due  time  flie  was  happily  delivered, 
and  brought  forth  a healthy  female  child,  where 
evident  marks  of  its  having  had  the  eruption 
appeared  on  the  fkin ; when  this  child’s  brother 
was  inoculated  four  years  after,  dr.  watson  had 
leave  from  the  parents  to  inoculate  her  iikewife ; 
but  the  operation  was  attended  with  very  different 
efle^ls  in  thofe  different  fubjcc^s,  for  the  eruptions 
appeared  in  the  boy,  who  foon  happily  reco- 
vered 
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vereJ  from  the  difcafe ; but  the  girl,  after  droop- 
ing for  two  days,  became  very  well  again,  and 

I 

remained  totally  free  from  it. 


A CASE  fomething  fimilar  to  this  is  alfo  men- 
tioned by  dr.  mead  in  treating  of  the  fmall  pox. 
He  fuppofes,  that  where  the  child  is  born  before 
the  perfe61:  maturation  of  the  puftules  in  the  mo- 
ther, it  will  then  more  probably  efcape  thedifeafe; 
and  alfo,  that  the  danger  arifing  to  women  at 
this  time  who  fuffer  abortion,  will  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  lofs  of  blood  after  the  feparauon  of 
the  placenta  from  the  utcrus\  but  there  does  not 
feem  fufficient  reafon  to  adopt  this  lall;  opinion  ; 

' — for  what  he  himfelf  afterwards  alTerts  does  not 
feem  to  correfpond  with  it,  viz,  that  the  fmall 
pox  has  generally  been  found  the  mofl:  mild  when 
it  fuccceds  fome  confiderable  evacuation,  whether 
natural  or  artificial,  ' 


VAN  swiETEN  informs  us,  that  the  celebrated 
BOERHAAvE  attended  a lady  in  the  6th  month  of 
her  pregnancy,  who  laboured  under  the  word 

kind 
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kind  of  the  conjlucnt  [mall  pox ; notwithflanding 
which,  file  proceeded  to  the  fuii  period  of  her 
time,  and  was  then  deliv-cred  of  a healthy  male 
child,  which  had  not  the  leaft  veftige  of  the 
difeafe  — from  the  above  extiaordinary  circum- 
fiance,  arifing  from  the  peculiar  firudurc  of  die 
placenta,  and  its  power  to  abforb  fuch  juices 
from  the  womb,  as  were  falutary  and  nutritious, 
even  when  the  whole  mafs  of  the  mother’s  blood 
was  tainted  with  variolous  infection : dr.  leake 
is  inclined  to  believe  that  hereditary  difeajes  aie 
not  fo  frequent  as  generally  imagined,  and  draws 
an  illuflration  by  what  may  be  obferved  in  vege- 
tables, where  two  plants,  of  different  qualities, 
both  draw  their  nourifiiment  from  the  fame  pot 
of  earth;  the  one,  for  infiance,  a deadly  poijon  ; 
the  other  friendly  to  the  hunian  body,  or  per- 
haps an  antidote  to  the  former:  and  adds  a fur- 
ther exemplification,  In  the  fmall  branches  of 
one  tree  being  grafted  into  the  fiem  of  another; 
for  the  juices  of  the  laft,  will  from  thence  be  fo 
far  divefted  of  their  natural  qualities,  by  pafiing 
through  difficult  firainers,  as  only  to  produce  the 

fame 
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fame  kind  of  fruit,  with  that  of  the  tree  from 
which  fuch  branches  were  taken. 

DION  IS  fays,  that  the  Jottus  in  the  womb  is  fub- 

je<^  to  the  fame  diftempers  that  the  mother  has, 

and  if  flic  has  the  fmall  pox  has  them  like  wife 

and  this  he  adds,  is  fo  certain,  that  he  has  feen 

new-born  children  that  had  all  the  marks  of 

them;  but  fince  his  time,  however,  many  in- 

/ 

fiances  have  occurred  in  direfl  contradidion  to 
this  opinion. 


CASE 


CASE  XX. 


'I  WAS  Tent  for  about  fix  months  after  the 

* 

above  cafe,  to  a woman  who  had  befpoke  my 
afliflance  in  her  labour;  (he  had  gone  her  full 
time,  and  on  the  tenth  day  after  the  eruptions  of 

f 

the  fmall  pox  was  hafiily  delivered  of  a child  by 
the  labour  pains,  who  had  no  marks  of  the  fmall 
pox  when  born,  but  on  the  feventh  day  had 
the  manifeh  fymptoms,  and  afterwards,  the  dif- 
order  in  a very  mild  degree.  The  6th  day  after 
the  eruption  of  the  putrid  fmall  pox,  on  the  17th 

9 

of  April,  1774,  I was  called  to  attend  a woman, 
who  had  fuddenly  mifcarried  in  the  eighth  month 
of  her  pregnancy  of  a dead  child,  on  whom  were 
evident  marks  of  that  diforder  ; the  woman  funk, 
and  died  in  a few  hours  after  the  abortion.  Vide 
dr.  SMELLiE,  vol.  2.  no.  7.  cafe  i.  and  ii. 

nr. 


['  1 

dr.  LEAKE  obfcrvcs,  that  thofe  who  are  fcizeJ 
with  the  I'mall  pox  in  the  pregnant  flate,  have 
generally  much  more  eafy  and  expeditious  labour, 
lie  relates  many  inllances  in  which  this  hap- 
pened, and  fays,  he  never  yet  found  it  other- 
wife,  in  any  edfe,  where  the  labour  was  flricUy 
natural.  He  remarks,  that  this  cannot  be  owing 
to  the  general  weaknefs  and  relaxation  of  the 
body ; in  confequence  of  which,  the  child  meets 
with  Jefs  reliflance  in  the  birth;  for  if  fo,  the. 
, uterus  would'  participate  of  the  effe^I,  and  its  ex- 
pulfive  force  being  diminifhed,  the  labour,  in-* 
Head  of  being  foon  over,  would  probably  be  ren-« 

I ' 

dered  more  tedious  and  lingering, 

f ■' 
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CASE  XXI. 

f 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  7th  of  July,  1765. 

I was  called  to  a lady,  who,  at  the  latter 
end  of  her  fourth  month,  in  confequcnce  of  a 
fall  from  her  horfe  was  feized  with  a flood- 
ing; fhe  complained  of  pain  and  w^eight  in  the 
lower  part  of  her  belly,  ficknefs,  and  an  uneafy 
fenfation  in  her  loins,  I defired  flie  might  be 
immediately  put  to  bed,  and  after  taking  away 
a fmall  quantity  of  blood  from  the  arm,  gave 
her  a mixture  of  the  tindure  of  red  rofes  and 
Jjrupus  t meconio,  ordering  her  for  her  diet  weak 
broth,  rice  gruel,  and  other  proper  nouriflr- 
ment ; in  the  evening  fire  was  much  eafier,  and 
the  hccmorrhage  feemed  entirely  reflrained,  till 
about  tv/elve  o’clock  at  night,  when  fhe  com- 
plained of  flight  pains,  which  recurred  at  fhort 

intervals, 


intervals,  and  the  flux  appeared  again,  but  In  no 
confiderable  quantity:  upon  which  flie  again 
took  the  medicine  preferibed  for  her  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  as  before  became  more  eafy,  and  dozed 
quietly  for  fome  hours,  when  ftie  was  awakened 
by  the  return  of  a flight  pain,  which  foon  went 
off,  and  file  continued  eafy  till  nine  o’clock  the 
next  morning ; when  the  haemorrhage  increafing, 
I was  permitted  to  examine  her,  and  found  the 
os  tincce,  notwithflanding  the  difeharge,  clofe 
fhut.  I had  my  apprehenfions  of  the  cafe,  and 
acquainted  the  patient’s  hufband  and  relations 
therewith.  The  pulfe  was  weak,  and  I did  not 
dioofe  to  hazard  a fecond  venifedion,  therefore 
repeated  the  medicine,  and  filled  the  vagina  with 
fine  tow,  foaked  in  oxycrate,  by  which  the  hcemor^ 
rhoge,  for  the  prefent,  appeared  checked,  and 
the  patient  continued  in  a recumbent  pofture, 
and  free  from  pain  till  the  next  day  at  noon, 
when  I was  fern  for,  and  found  my  application 
forced  out  of  the  vagina  by  fharp  pains,  and  the 
patient  flooding  very  fafl ; the  os  tinCce  I now 
found  open  enough  to  admit  two  fingers  ; fhe  was 

O 2 much 
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rnuch  lower  than  I had  feeii  her  at  any  time  be- 
fore, and  appeared  in  a finking  condition.  I again 
apprized  her  friends  of  the  danger,  and  obtained 
their  confent  to  attempt  her'  delivery,  which  they 
feemed  fatibhed  with  the  necelTity  of;  and  having 
placed  her  in  a proper  pofture,  by  gentle  degrees 
infinuated  my  whole  hand  into  the  uterus,  broke 
the  membranes,  obtained  the  feet,  and  extra£led 
the  child.  The  Jecundines,  with  much  coagu- 
lated blood,  foon  after  followed.  The  patient 
was  of  a tender,  delicate  habit,  and  full  ten 
weeks  before  fhe  thoroughly  recovered  : foon  after 
which  fte  again  became  pregnant,  at  wdricli 
fhe  was  much  alarmed,  and  therefore,  for  fome 
months  after  conception,  by  my  advice,  kept 
herfelf  quiet,,  ufed  but  ’ little  exercife,  and 
twice  a day  took  a weak  deco61ion  of  bark ; and 
thus  by  caution  and  good  management,  was  car- 
ried paft  the  dangerous  period  to  the  full  end  of  her 
time,  wdien  flie  had  a natural  and  eafy  delivery. 

B y filling  the  vagina  with  tow  dipped  in  6^,v- 
ycraU^  I have  often  checked  the  uterine  hezmor- 

rhage 
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rfiagc  when  all  other  means  have  proved  inelFec- 
tual,  and  particularly  fo  about  two  years  ago,  in 
the  cafe  of  a lady  in  this  place,  who  had  lain  in 
about  a fortnight,  and  who,  without  any  other  appa- 
rent caufe  than  waking  in  a hurry  from  a frightful 
dream,  was  all  at  once  taken  with  a mod  alarm- 
ing  flooding.  The  gentleman  who  had  delivered 
her  was  fent  for,  and  to  redrain  the  hccmorrhazc 
had  very  judicioudy  given  her  internal  adrin- 
gent  medicines,  made  ufe  of  ligatures  to  the  ex- 
tremities, and  cold  dyptic  applications  to  the 
parts  and  their  neighbourhood,  yet  all  to  no 
eded:  and  in  lefs  than  two  hours  cold  fweats 
and  faintings  came  on,  and  the  danger  feemed  fo 
])reding,  that  he  advifed  my  being  called  in ; 
which  I no  fooner  was,  than  I duffed  the  vao-ina 
full  of  doffils  of  fine  tow  and  oxycrate,  kept  the 
patient  in  a cool,  dill,  horizontal  podure,  gave 
her  an  opiate,  and  the  dux  was  dopped:  on  the 
third  day  afterwards  the  dodils  came  away  fpon- 
taneoudy,  the  patient  got  drength,  had  no  return 
of  the  dux,  and  has  fince  got  through  two  preg- 
nancies without  any  fimilar  complaint. — hoff- 

O 3 MAN 
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MAN  tells  US  lie  fuccceded  in  flopping  a profufc 
uterine  heemorrhage,  which  had  with  Hood  every 
other  method  by  pafTing  up  pledgets  of  lint  dipped 
in  a folution  of  the  colcolhar  of  vitriol  as  high 
into  the  vagina  as  poffible ; and  as  the  patient 
afterwards  conceived,  and  had  a happy  delivery, 
he  obferves,  that  the  fun£lions  of  the  uterus  were 
not  in  the  leafl  injured  by  the  flyptic  power  of 
this  application. — levret  hit  upon  a very  odd, 
but  ingenious  expedient,  in  flopping  a violent 
flooding  after  delivery, which  otherwife  would  foon 
have  proved  fatal  :~^he  introduced  a piece  of  ice 
into  the  uterus ^ which  being  flruck  with  a fudden 
chill  immediately  contra61ed,  and  put  a flop  to 
the  hcemorrhage, 

M.  LE  ROUX,  an  ingenious  furgeon  at  dijon, 
in  a work  written  profelTedly  on  this  fubje£l'^\  de- 
pends chiefly  ori  filling  the  vagina  with  doffils  of 
linen  or  fine  tow  moiflened  with  vinegar.  In 
fome  cafes  he  has  introduced  them  even  into  the 
uterus^  and  with  good  fuccefs. 

* Obfer  vat  ions  fur  les  pertes  de  fang  des  femmes  en  couches  ^ et 
fur  les  mo^ens  de  le  guerir*  Svo.  Dijon,  1776. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXII. 

A WOMAN  of  a remarkable  robuft  con- 
flitution,  Jin  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  by 
overflraining  herfelf  in  the  harvefl,  was  taken 
with  a flooding,  attended  with  hyfterical  fpafms, 
and  grinding  pains  in  her  back  and  belly.  I was 
fent  for  to  her  on  the  27th  of  august,  1765. 
being  the  day  after  the  attack : the  flooding 
had  been  copious, . yet  her  ftrength  did  not 
feein  greatly  impaired,  and  the  pulfe  being 
pretty  full,  I ventured  to  take  a few  ounces 
of  blood  from  the  arm,  emptied  the  inteftines 
with  an  emollient  clyfler,  and  gave  her  an 
aflringent  mixture.  A few  hours  after  I called 
on  her  again,  and  was  told  that  the  flooding 
was  much  abated,  and,  that  contrary  to  my  ad- 
vice, fhe  had  taken  a walk  into  the  fields.  I 

O 4 con- 
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condemned  her  condu6l  in  the  flrongefl  terms, 
and  foretold  that  fhe  would  have  reafon  to  re- 
pent of  it,  which  accordingly  happened ; for  in 
the  evening  the  flooding  returned  with  greater 
violence,  and  flie  had  a flrong  hyfteric  fit, 
followed  by  forcing  pains.  I examined  her, 
and  found  the  dilatation  of  the  os  tinea  fcarcely 
fufficient  to  admit  the  tip  of  my  finger:  I gave 

« 

her  a draught  of  the  Peruvian  deco£lion,  to 
which  twenty  drops  of  the  tindura  thchaica  were 
added,  and  defired  fire  might  be  kept  cool  and 
cjuiet,  and  fupplied  with  proper  nouriflrment.  This 
advice  being  carefully  followed,  and  the  flooding 
difappearing  in  the  morning,  no  perfuafion  could 
prevail  on  the  woman  to  keep  her  bed,  or  even 
her  room;  fhe  declared  herfelf  perfectly  well, 
again  walked  into  the  fields,  and  was  again 
taken  with  ajl  the  fymptoms  as  before,  except  that 
the  flux  was  greater  than  at  firfi,  and  the  pulfe 
more  feeble,  fo  that  fhe  fainted  away:  at  this  time 
the  os  tinea  was  fo  much  dilated,  as  to  admit  the 

I 

ends  of  my  two  fingers  ; placing  the  woman  in 
a proper  pofition,  I foon  gained  admiflion  for 
' my 


[ I2g  ] 

my  whole  hand,  broke  the  membranes,  and 
with  little  difficulty  eue£led  the  delivery  of  the 
fatus,  the  fecundines  foon  followed,  and  in  ten 
days  file  was  fo'well  recovered  as  to  purfuc  her 
domeflic  affairs,  and  has  fince  borne  feveral  chiU 

dren. rhe  manner  in  which  this  woman  in- 

creafed  her  flooding,  by  motion,  fhews  the  great 
neceffity  of  reft  under  fuch  threatening  cir-  ■ 
cumftances ; and,  notwithftanding  the  event 
was  more  favorable,  reminds  us  of  a cafe  of 
giffard’s,  i6o,  wherein  he  was  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  lofe  the  woman,  after  delivering  the  child, 
which  he  attributed  to  her  reftlefsnefs,  and  flinging 
herfelf  from  one  fide  to  the  other ; a circumftance  he 
adds,  that  much  contributed  to  the  draining ; for  in 
thefe  cafes,  he  juftly  obferves,  the  patients  ought 
always  to  keep  themfelvcs  quiet  and  ftill,  which 
much  contributes  to  the  flopping  any  heemorrhage, 

FOR  ABORTIONS  in  the  fourth  month  of  ute- 
rine geftation,  vide  mauriceau,  obf.  57.  104.164. 

^35*  244*3^2.  3B5*  4^^4*  474*  55 1 • dern  obf. 

144.  663.  dern  obf.  91.  and  la  motte,  obf. 

207. 
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207.  216,  217.  356.  & 357. CHAPMAN, 

cafe  xiii.  fpeaks  of  a woman,  who  was  taken 
with  a flooding  in  the  third  month  of  a falfe 
conception,  but  was  happily  faved  by  being  deli- 
vered of  a firm  flefhy  fubflance. — The  experienced. 
LA  MOTTE,  to  whofe  obfcrvations  I have  referred, 
above,  agrees  with  other  writers,  in  the  dange-* 
rous  confequences  arifing  from  a flooding,  during; 
pregnancy:  and  gives  the  cafe  of  a woman,  who,, 
by  a fall,  was  feized  with  a flooding,  which  was. 
flopped,  and  the  woman  preferved  by  the  imme-- 
diate  delivery  of  the  child:  he  obferves,  that 
when  the  child  is  fo  fmall,  it  is  not  material  which . 
part  is  brought  away  firfl;  but  when  it  is  large, 
as  from  the  fifth  to  the  feventh  month,  he  advifes 
the  membranes  to  be  broke,  and  the  child  brought 
footline.  — In  dr.  smellie’s  2d.  voh  no.  2.  cafe 
viii.  mr.  Jordan,  of  eolkstone,  in  a letter  to 
the  dodor,  communicates  an  account  of  a wo- 
man, who  was  four  months  gone  with  child ; fhe  j 
had  been  troubled  with  a flight  flooding  at  times,  >i 
for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks,  and  mifearried  of  a 
J'(£tus  before  he  arrived ; and  he  underflood  that  ; 

the 
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the  funis  had  feparated,  and  come  away  with  the 
child : upon  examination,  he  found  part  of  the 
placenta  in  the  vagina,  fo  that  the  os  internum  was 
kept  open,  and  that  part  which  remained  in  the 
uterus  adhered  fo  clofely  to  it,  that  he  could  not 
feparate  it  without  fome  difficulty:  immediately 
after  this  reparation  the  woman  was  eafed  of  her 
pain,  but  fome  time  elapfed  before  fhe  recovered 
her  firength : In  cafe  ix.  the  fame  gentleman  gives 
almofl  a fimilar  inftance  of  a flooding  and  mif- 
carriage:  alfo,  cafe  xi.  mr.  hengestone,  of 
IPSWICH,  in  a letter  to  the  do61or,  deferibes  a 
woman  in  the  fourteenth  week  of  her  pregnancy, 
whom  he  found  much  weakened  by  a flooding; 
being  able  to  introduce  two  fingers  into  the  oi 
internum  he  broke  the  membranes,  in  hopes,  that 
by  diminifhing  the  contents  of  the  uterus,  he 
might  flay  the  haemorrhage ; but  was  obliged  to 
introduce  his  hand  a fecond  time,  and  empty  the 

womb  of  its  contents. m.  puzos,  an  eminent 

french  writer,  fays,  “ he  has  feen  women,  who 
evacuated  each  more  than  fix  or  feven  pounds 
of  blood  in  lefs  than  twelve  hours,  before  the 


f 
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ovum  has  been  difcharged ; therefore,  fays  he, 
“ when  the  patient  has  pains,  and  the  os  uteri  is  a 
“little  open;  when  the  floodings  are  attended 
“ with  wcaknefs,  and  when  there  is  no  longer  a 
“ doubt  of  the  reparation  of  fome  parts  of  the 
“ placenta^  we  ought  to  proceed  to  the  delivery, 
“ which  is  then  neceflary,  and  mufl;  be  per- 
“ formed,  however  little  difpolition  there  ftiould 
“ be  towards  it;  becaufe,  if  we  fliould  commit 
“ this  operation  to  nature,  which  always  a61s 
“ flow  in  flooding,  we  fhould  lofe  a deal  of 

“precious  time.” portal,  obf.  8i.  relates 

the  cafe  of  a woman,'  afflided  in  early  pregnancy 
with  a violent  flux  of  blood,  followed  by  a foetus 

f 

inclofed  in  its  membranes,  like  an  egg  without 
the  fliell. 


CASE 
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CASE 


XXIII. 


A 


T any  period  of  pregnancy,  a detacliment 
of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus  muft  be  produ(ftive 
of  abortion,  which  oftener  happens  during  the  firft 
months  than  afterwards,  but  feldom  fo  early  as 
the  hxth  or  feventh  w^eek  : a cafe  of  this  kind 
occurred  to  me  the  14th  of  February,  1766. 
the  woman,  according  to  her  own  calculation, 
which  was  as  ufual  from  the  laft  eruption  of  her 
menfes  to  the  time  of  her  abortion  was  about  the 
feventh ’week ; flie  was  of  a delicate  habit,  and 
upon  fuflPering  a particular  difappointrnent  in  her 
affairs,  fpafmodic  contra6lions  enfued,  attended 
with  a fmall  flooding;,  and  at  intervals  flig;ht 
pains  in  the  belly,  loins  and  thighs  ; the  pulfe 
was  weak  and  contraded : I defired  her  flrength 
might  be  fupported  by  nutritious  fluids ; fuch  as 

falep, 
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falep,  calf’s  feet  jelly,  and  veal  broth,  taken 
cold  without  fait  or  fpices;  that  her  drink  might' 
be  of  a cooling  kind,  and  her  mind  kept  as  com— 
pofedand  flillas  polTible.  1 likewife  recommended^ 
a deco(dion  of  the  bark  with  an  opiate^  to  be! 
taken  at  proper  periods,  and  defired  that  the* 
cloths  might  be  faved.  I left  her  till  teni 
o’  clock  in  the  evening,  when  I found  thatt 
fome  large  coagula  had  been  difeharged  by  the: 
pains.  Thefe  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  whole  thatt 
could  be  expeded  to  come  away,  as  the  attend- 
ants imputed  the  cafe  to  a falje  conception:  this,, 
however,  was  a point  which  did  not  appear  fufli— 
ciently  evident  to  me,  and  I again  defired  the: 
cloths  might  be  preferved  for  my  further  infpec-** 
tion,  and  the  medicine  repeated  till  I fhould  fee* 
her  again  in  the  morning;  when,  upon  viliting: 
her,  and  examining  the  linen,  I difeovered  am 
ovum,  which  contained  an  cHibrio  out  the  fize: 
of  a kidney  bean,  in  which,  by  the  help  of  ai 
glafs,  the  contours  of  the  human  figure  in  minia-  , 
ture  were  very  curioufly  confpicuous.  1 he  flood-* 
ing  lelTencd  gradually,  and  the  woman  foon  reco- 
vered* DR. 
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DR.  BURTON  has,  wltli  much  accuracy,  endca- 
^roured  to  fhew  the  regular  progrefs  of  fatus, 
mauriceau  pretends  to  determine  the  propor- 
tional increafe  of  fxti  in  utcro  ; but  his  calcula- 
tions, at  befl,  are  very  uncertain:  and  in  obh 
297.  he  fays  he  faw  a J(x,tus,  of  about  ten  weeks, 
that  was  alive,  moved  its  arms  and  legs,  and 
opened  its  mouth ; the  whole  ovum  was  as  big  as 
an  hen’s  egg,  from  whence  it  may  be  judged  to  be 
about  five  or  fix  weeks  at  mod.  — Hippocrates, 

* HARTMAN,  SCHURIGIUS,  HARVEY,  KERKRINGIUS, 
RIOLANUS,  RUYSCH,  and  many  other  writers,  are 
very  curious  upon  the  fubje6t  of  embryology:  and  dr. 
JOHNSON  has  given  no  lefs  than  'eighteen  hiflories 
of  abortions,  in  all  of  which  he  had  the  curio fity 
to  weigh  the  embrio  and  foetus^  and  has  given 
very  particular  account  of  each. 

LA  MOTTE,  obfi  2o8.  informs  us  of  a young: 
woman  about  fix  weeks  gone  with  child,  who 

* M.  N,  c.  DEC.  iii.  an.  9.  & 10,  obf,  fays,  an  oi>ur/i,  that 
was  the  length  of  a finger,  was  full  of  clear  water,  in  w;hich 
was  an  embrio,  of  the  length  of  the  lail  joint  of  the  little 
linger. 


was 
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was  felzecl  with  a flooding  after  great  fatigue  and  a 
fright ; the  flux  lafled  two  or  three  days,  and  at 
length  was  fo  great,  as  to  require  manual  affiflance, 
which  means  file  was  delivered  of  a kind  of 
little  bladder,  like  a hen’s  egg  without  a fhell, 
wherein  was  a minute  Jalusol  thebignefs  of  a bee; 
the  flooding  leflened  gradually,  and  fhe  recovered. 

IN  the  courfe  of  my  pra£lice,  I have  often  at- 
tended women  with  the  figns  of  abortion,  before 
the  end  of  the  third  month;  and  frequently, 
when  call’d  in  time,  prevented  a mifearriage  by 
bleeding,  according  to  the  hate  of  the  cafe, 
keeping  the  patient  in  an  horizontal  pofltion,  and 
advifing  the  proper  ufe  of  aflringents,  opiates, 
corroborating  and  laxative  medicines ; but  when 
the  hcemorrhage  has  been  very  fudden  and  violent, 
wetting  many  cloths  in  an  hour ; the  pains  for- 
" cing ; the  patient’s  flrength  much  reduced,  and 
her  fpirits  deprelTed  with  grief;  if  flie  was  not 
young  or  healthy  ; but  of  a lax  or  leucophlegmatic  ^ 
habit;  fubjech  to  hyherlcal  diforders,  liable  to  ' 
faiiitings ; or,  when  membranous  appearances, 

attended 
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* > 
attended  with  pain,  came  away  with  the  fangui^ 

neous  difeharge,  an  exit  of  the  ovum  has  generally 
enfued : and,  indeed,  under  this  laft-mentioned 
circumflance,  I never  recolle£l  to  have  met  with 
an  inftance,  in  which  the  woman  did  not  mif- 
carry  ; correfpondent  with  which  remark,  I find 
the  opinion  of  the  experienced  dr.  leake,  who 
fpeaking  of  the  falfe  chorion  s invefling  the  exte- 
rior furface  of  the  placenta,  &c.  fays,  that  it  may 
be  laid  down  as  a practical  rule,  without  an  ex-- 
ception,  that  whenever  a large  quantity  of  this 
tender  vafcular  membrane  comes  away,  attended 
with  pain  and  a fanguineous  difeharge^  it  infal- 
libly denotes  a feparation  of  the  placenta  from  the 
uterus,  and  the  patient  will  therefore  nccejfarily 
mifearry* 

I 

FOR  examples  of  abortions,  from  the  eighth 
to  the  tenth  week,  vide  mauriceau,  obf.  77. 
^54*  297.  508.  694,  dern  obf,  20.  & 144,  and 
GIFFARD,  obf.  154. 

rnoMs,  fpeaking  of  the  after  birth  in  an  abor^ 
lion  at  the  end  of  two  or  three  months,  obferves, 

P that 
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that  if  It  comes  not  away  of  itfelf,  ’tis  not 

9 

'worth  while  to  be  concerned  at  it,  for  it  is  not 


big  enough,  he.  fays,  to  occafion  any  mortal 
fymptoms. — In  fome  cafes  it  may  happen  to  the 


contrary;  but,  I am  of  opinion,  from  experi- 
ence, that,  in  all  abortions  at  or  about  the  third 
month  of  pregnancy,  the  placenta  will  generally 
come  away  with  the  foUus ; or,  fo  foon  after  it, 
as  fcarcely  ever  to  make  its  retention  an.objeil 
of  very  material  confequence. 


I 


I 
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CASE  XXIV. 


COMMUNICATED 

IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  late 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 


**  4th,  JULY,  1765. 

y DEAR  SIR, 

/ 

P 

“ 17  ERMIT  me  to  relate  a very* 
“ extraordinary  cafe,  which  occurred  to  me  the 
**  2 ill.  of  laft  month.  The  wife  of  a tradefman 
in  an  adjoining  village,  was  fuddenly,  without 
**  any  apparent  caufe,  attacked  with  a flooding  in 
**  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy ; the  dif- 

P 2 “ charge 
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I 

“ charge  was  at  firfl  but  very  triQing,  and  a mid- 
**  wife  was  fent  for,  who  finding  fhe  had  no 
“ pains,  took  little  farther  notice  of  the  cafe,  but 
“ left  the  patient,  and  defired  to  be  called  again 
“ when  fhe  had  pains,  as  nothing,  fhe  afTerted, 
“ could  be  done  without  them.  Two  days  thus 
“ clapfed,  in  which  time  the  flux  had  increafed  fo 
“ much,  that  file  had  wetted  feveral  cloths ; and 
“ finding  heifelf  now  and  then  in  pain,  and  be- 
“ ing  weakened  by  the  difcharge,  the  midwife 
was  fent  for  again,  and  examined  her ; but  not 
“ being  able  to  give  any  fatisfaflory  account  of 
“ the  matter,  the  hufband,  after  much  perfua- 
“ fion,  prevailed  on  his  wife  to  let  him  come  for 
“ me  ; it  unluckily  happened,  that  at  that  time,  I 
“ was  fix  miles  from  home.  The.  man,  how^ever, 
“ came  after  me,  and  I made  the  utmofl  fpeed 
“with  him  to  his  houfe;  where,  juft  as  we 
“ anived,  the  midwife  met  us  at  the  door,  and 
“ was  afraid  flie  faid,  I was  come  too  late,  for 
“ the  woman  was  flooding  to  death,  and  fhe  could 
“ feel  no  child.  Her  negle£l  in  not  fending 
“ fooner,  became  the  (ubjeft  of  feme  alterca- 

“ tion 


» 


I 14'  I 

“ tion  between  her  and  the  hufband,  whilfl  I 

vifited  the  patient,  and  found  the  flux  had 

“ been  very  violent;  but  the  pulfe  was  not  io 

low  as  might  have  been  expelled,  and  the  wo- 

“ man,  who  before  had  been  terrified  with  the 

**  imprudent  prognoftic  of  the  midwife,  fcemed 

“ now  to  entertain  a dawn  of  hope  from  my 

“ afliflance.  I examined  her,  and  found  the  os 

\ 

“ largely  dilated  ; and,  by  the  touch  of  a 

“ foft,  pappy  fubffance,  perceived  it  to  be  the 

“ placenta  which  prefented.  1 immediately  ac- 

“ quainted  the  hufband  of  the  danger,  fore- 

“ warned  him  that  the  event  was  extremely  un- 

certain,  and,  that  I thought  the  delivery  fhould 

not  be  deferred,  but  wiflied  for  the  advice 

“ and  afliflance  of  an  experienced  man  midwife, 

whom  I named  to  him ; he  rej ceded  my  pro- 

pofal,  obligingly  declaring,  he  was  refolvcd  to 

truft  in  me  alone,  and  if  his  wife  died  that  he 

/ 

“ would  not  blame  me.  This  was  a confidence, 
“ however,  which  I could  gladly  have  difpen^cd 
“ with,  and  which  fill’d  me  with  much  care  and 
anxiety ; the  woman  fuddenly  fainted  away, 

P 3 The 
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“ The  emergency  of  the  cafe  feemcd  every  j 
moment  more  preffing,  and  finding  that  imme- 
diate  delivery  was  the  lafl  expedient  to  fave  the 
patient;  I placed  her  in  a proper  pofture,  and 
“ gently  endeavoured  to  infinuate  my  hand  into 

I 

the  uterus t by  the  fide  of  the  protruding  plor 
“ centa^  but  it  was  fo  firmly  attached  all  round  to 
the:  cervix  uteri,  that  I was  reluctantly  obliged 
to  u{e  fome  force  in  paffing  by  it ; haying  done 
**  which,  I ruptured  the  membranes,  and  immedir 
ately  found  one  of  the  child’s  hands  in  mine ; 
but  the  feet  being  the  obje£l:  of  ray  enquiry 
I paiTed  it  by,  fearched  for,  and  brought 
them  down  into  the  vagina,  and  cfFe^led  the 

4 

birth,  as  is  ufual  in  preternatural  cafes.  Thede- 
livery  took  me  up.  exactly  fix  minutes  ; during 
which  time,  the  woman  had  two  fainting  fits, 
and  from  the  lafi,  I.  really  thought  fhe  nevej: 

“ would  have  recovered;  but  foon  after  the 
ff  birth  had  the  happinefs  to  fee  her  revive  a litr 
tie,  and  take  a fmall  glafs  of  red  wine  and 
**  water.  As  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  en- 
tire  feparation  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus, 

“ and 
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**  and  the  hemorrhage  ftiil  continued,  I thought 
“ it  bed  to  lofe  no  time  in  the  delivery  of  it, 
**  therefore  brought  it  forth  with  all  poffible  care 
“ and  expedition.— ^The  flooding  flopped  imme- 
diately  on  the  delivery;  fince  which  it  is  now 
“ a fortnight;  ^nd  as  the  womanis  naturally  of  a 
•*  good  conftitution,  and  every  day  gets  ftronger, 
“ I have  no  doubt  of  her  thorough  recovery 
“ the  child,  which  was  fmall  and  weakly,  fur- 

K 

**  yived  only  five  days. 

t 

“ I am,  See.”,  • „ 


THE 


« * 
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THE  ANSWER, 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

“ I AM  favoured  with  your  cafe  of 
**  the  placenta  prefentation,  attended  with  a flood- 
“ ing,  which  is  one  of  the  mofl  melancholy  cafes 
that  the  pradice  can  afford ; for  whenever 
there  is  an  adhefion  of  the  placenta  to  the  cervix 
**  or  os  uteriy  the  worfl  confequences  may  be 
“ dreaded.— The  expeditious  manner  of  deliver-  . 
“ ing  the  child  was  the  undoubted  means  of 
**  faving  the  mother’s  life — as  the  hcemorrfia^e 
**  recurred,  you  was  juftified  in  bringing  away 
“ the  placenta  without  lofs  of  time, — An  uii- 
“ happy  inflance  of  the  like  kind,  with  this 
**  difference  only,  that  the  woman  had  got  to  her 

“ full 
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full  term,  came  to  my  fliare  about  two  years 
ft  ago— another  pra^litioner  was  employed,  who 
**  finding  the  placenta  offer,  fent  for  me ; the  wo- 
**  man  had  flooded  very  freely,  was  much  w^eak- 
“ ened,  and  at  times  had  little  pains ; the  os  in- 
“ iernum  was  fufficiently  dilated,  to  diflinguifli 

I 

“ the  prefenting  body,  and  a fpeedy  delivery 
“ was  agreed  on  between  us  as  the  fafefl;  expedi- 
“ ent;  but  the  inftant  the  os  internum  w^as 
“ ffretched  for  the  introdu^ion  of  the  hand,  the 
“ flux  came  on  fo  rapidly,  that' although  not  a 
**  moment  was  delayed  in  the  delivery  of  the 
child  and  JecundineSf  the 'woman  expired  ere 
the  firft  was  well  over  — providentially  fuch 
?*  cafes  rarely  happen.  I congratulate  you  on 
your  fuccefs  ; and  am,  8cc.” 


GIFF4.RD,  cafe  xviii.  fpeaks  of  a w^oman,  who 
flooded,  and  had  been  feized  with  convulfions ; 
he  found  the  placenta  feparated  from  the  womb, 
and  at  the  os  internum : upon  which  he  paffed  up 
his  hand,  delivered  the  child  by  its  feet,  and 

faved 
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faved  the  mother:  alfo  cafe  115.  he  mentions  1 
flooding  in  the  eighth  month,  in  which  he  fuc- 
ceeded  by  turning  the  child,  and  bringing  it 
footling;  and  here  he  firft  begins  to  entertain  an 
idea,  that  ih.c  placenta  fometimes  adheres  to  the 
05  internum,  and  not  always  to  the  fundus  uteri,  ac« 
cording  to  the  almoft  general  opinion  of  writers  on 
this  fubje<^  before  his  time:  cafe  cxvi.  furnifhes 
him  wdth  afrefii  proof  of  the  jb/^c€7z^«Vadhefion  to 
osnnternum  • he  pafled  his’ hand  by  if  into  the 
uterus^  and  by  delivering  footling,  faved  both 
mother  and  child : cafe  cxli.  he . fpeaks  of  a 
flooding  in  the  eighth*  month ; the  child  was 
brought  footlingv  but  the  woman  died  nine  hours 
after  the  delivery : his  cafe  ccxv,  reprefents  a very 
bad  flooding  preceding  delivery;  wherein  the 
child  was  brought  forth,  but  the  mother  died  foon 
after  its  birth : and  in  cafe  ccxxiv.  he  gives  a 
flooding  previous  to  the  delivery;  when  upon 
pafling  his  hand^  through  the  os  internum  he  felt 
part  of  the  placenta  adhering  round  about  it,*  1 

i 

which  induced  him  to  give  an  opinion  in  a point 
of  midwifery,  in  which  he  differs  from  moft  of  the 
' authors 
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authors  who  had  written  on  that  fubjc6l;  it  is 
generally  believed,  he  fays,  that  the  ovum,  after 
its  impregnation  and  reparation  from  the  ovarium, 
and  its  palTing  through  the  tuba  falloptana,  always 
adheres  and  is  fixed  after  fome  time  to  the  fun^ 
dus  uteri ; in  this  cafe,  the  placenta  adhered  and 
was  fixed  clofe  to  and  round  about  the  cervix 
uteri,  as  he  had  found  it  in  many  other  cafes  ; 
fo  that  upon  a dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  a fepara- 
tion  has  always,  followed,  and  hence  a flooding 
naturally  enfues : it  has  been  obferved,  continues 
this  author,  that  the  ovum,  if-  it  is  flopped  in  the 

« 

tuba.  fallopiana,  and  does  not  readily  pafsthrough‘, 
will  fometimes  adhere  to  the  tube,  (tho’  it  is  very 
rarely  it  fo  happens)  and  there  makes  its-  niditsi 
and  a fatusvjWl  be  formed^  there  ; of  which  he 
has  given  an  inflance,  where  a foetus  was  formed, 
and  contained  feveral  months  in  a faccul  us 'out  of 
the  womb;.fo  likewife,  if  the^c)i/?4m  paffes  thro* 
the  tube,  and ^ falls  into  the  womb,  it  may  adhere 
to  the  fides  of  it,  or  near  its*  neck,  as  well  as  to 
the  bottom;  but  moll* commonly  it  is  fixed  at  the 
fiottora  of  the  woinb,  as*  being  the'  part  where 

the 
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the  blood  veffds  are  largeft  and  mofl  plentiful, 
whereby  the  fcclus  mufl,  of  confcquence,  receive 
Tnoll  nourifliment.  After  giving  this  opinion, 
he  clofes  the  cafe  which  led  to  it,  by  informing 
us,  that  he  brought  the  child,  which  was  dead, 
footling,  and  faved  the  mother:  it  is  in  his  cafe 
civil,  that  GiFFARD  relates  the  particular  hiflory  of 
tilt  foetus  contained  in  a Jacculus  without  the  womb, 

and  protruded  thro’  the  anus,  cyprianus  has  a 

« 

furprizing  cafe,  wherein  he  faved  a woman’ with 
an  extra  uterine  foetus.  Vide  su^llies  extra  ute-> 
rinc  foetujfcs,  vol.  ii.  coll.  5.  chapman  alfo,  p. 
129.  produces  an  extraordinary  inilance  of  a 
child  that  was  delivered  at  the  anus,  about  fix 
or  feven  months  old;— ^there  is  likewife  an  ac-» 
count  of  an  extraordinary  abortion,  by  mr. 
MONRO,  in  the  Medical  Elfays  and  Obferva- 
tions  of  EDINBURGH,  and  of  haemorrhages  of  the 
womb,  hopped  by  f)ulv.  jljptic.  Helve tii  given 
in  drops  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  cafe; 
jt  is  much  recommended  by  dr,  Alexander 
THOMPSON,  of  MONTROSE;  who  alfo  tells  us, 
that  he  has  preferibed  it  in  the  faior  albus,  and 

been 
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been  furprlzed  at  its  good  efFe£ls : and,  that  it  is 
compofed  of  equal  quantities  of  the  alum  and 
Janguis  draconis,  the  alum  being  firfl  melted  in  a 
crucible,  and  the  Janguis  draconis  added  to  it, 
and  then  powdered  together  in  a mortar.  How 
contrary  to  this  pra£Uce  is  the  opinion  of  dr. 
LEAKE,  who  appeals  to  common  experience  for 
the  injury  done  by  Jlyptic  medicines  given  to  re- 
llrain  internal  haemorrhages ; and  endeavours  to 
prove,  by  their  a£lion  on  the  vafcular  fydem, 
that  they  mufl;  necelTarily  increafe  the  flooding. 
He  gives  a cafe,  in  which  face*  Jaturni  was  par- 
ticularly injurious  to  a lady  labouring  under  the 
Jluor  alhuSf  as  well  as  an  immoderate  flow  of  the 
menfes ; inflead  therefore  of  bracing  the  vafcular 
fyftem  by  Jlyptics^  he  recommends  Jedatives  : to 
this  end,  he  advifes  the  fourth  part  of  a grain  of 
tmetic  tartar  to  be  given,  and  repeated  by  due 
intervals,  fo  as  only  to  excite  a flight  naufea 
without  vomiting:  alfo,  the  faline  draught  With 
nitre\  or,  the  Jal  Jedativus  o(  hameurgh,  from 
five  grains  to  a fcruple.  Much  refpe6l  is  due  to 
dr,  LEAKE  for  his  obfervations  on  the  nature  and 


treatment 
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treatment  of  uterine  hemorrhages ; and,  it  were  fin- 
cerely  to  be  wiftied,  that  the  pradice  he  has  here 
recommended  was  eftablifhed  beyond  a doubt; 
efpecially,  as  it  is  well  known,  according  to  his 
own  affertion,  that  internal  hemorrhages  will  often, 
at  laft  entirely  ceafe,  without  the  afliflance  of  any 
medicines  whatever,  efpecially  when  profufe.  In 
the  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  art.  32, 
p.  369.  we  meet  with  a curious  cafe  of  an  extra 
uterine  foetus^  defcribed  by  mr,  john  bard,  furgeon 
at  NEW  YORK,  in  a letter  to  dr.  john  fothergillj 
and  by  him  communicated  to  the  fociety  : and  in 
the  fame  ufeful  and  inflrudive  colle61ion,  vol.  iiu 
art.  33.  p.  341.  the  account  of  an  extra  uterine 
foetus  is  given  in  a letter  to  dr.  hunter,  by  mn 
WILLIAM  hey,  at  LEEDS.  Dr.  SMELLIE,  Vol.  Hi, 
no,  2.  cafe  Hi.  gives  an  inftance  of  a violent  he- 
morrhage  in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy  * the 
placenta  prefenting  at  the  os  uteris  and  by  the  neg- 
le£l:  of  an  eminent  do£lor  it  proved  fatal  to  the 
poor  woman  ; notwithflanding  our  author  brought 
foetus  in  the  moft  tender,  careful,  and  ex-  ! 
peditious  manner : in  cafe  x.  of  the  fame  no.  we  alfo 
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meet  with  an  Inflance  of  a flooding ; the  pla^ 
centa  prefented ; the  woman  was  delivered  by  mr. 

(JR ,who  fent  the  doftorthe  hiftory  of  the  cafe, 

and  the  woman  recovered  beyond  expectation.— 
Mr,  MUDGE,  of  PLYMOUTH,  in  letters  to  dr.  smel- 
LIE,  has  given  four  cafes  of  flooding;  in  the  third 
of  which  the  woman  was  attacked  with  a flooding 
in  the  eighth  month;  the  child’s  arm  pre- 
fented; the  child  was  delivered  footling,  and 
the  woman  recovered : and  in  the  iaft  cafe,  the 
placenta  prefented,  the  woman  w'as  in  imminent 
danger,  the  child  was  brought  footling,  and  the 
woman  recovered:  alfo,  in  cafe  i6.  in  a letter 
from  dr..D . is  given  an  account  of  a flood- 

ing, in  which  the  placenta  prefented ; the  foetus. 
was  immediately  turned,  the  feet  brought  'down, 
the  body  and  head  delivered ; but  in  fpite  of  all 
his  endeavours  bad  fymptoms  fupervened,  and 
; the  woman  died  on  the  fourth  day  after  her  dcli- 
I very,  — portal,  in  his  fecond  obfervation,  has 
I mentioned  the  cafe  of  a wmman,  who  was  alflicted 
I with, an  exceflive  flooding  in  the  eighth  month  of 
: her  time;  fhe  was  in  the  greateft  danger,  he  there- 
fore 
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fore  introduced  his  hand,  broke  the  membrane^,' 
which  w'ere  full  of  water ; and  after  having  found 
the  child’s  feet  delivered  the  woman,  but  the  child 
was  dead:  in  obf.  29.  he  gives  another  inhance  of 
a uterine  flax  preceding  labour,  which  had  conti- 
nued three  weeks  fucceffively ; he  found  the  pla^ 
centa  in  the  neck  of  the  womb,  a violent  pain 
forced  the  head  thro’  the  after-burden,  and  he 
fafely  delivered  the  woman:  not  long  after 
which  he  tells  us,  he  was  called  to  a gentlewo- 
man in  the  eighth  month,  alfo  labouring  under 
the  fame  circumflances,  whom  he  likewufe  fafely 
delivered:  in  obf.  59.  he  was  more  unfortu- 
nate in  the  cafe  of  a gentlewoman,  whom  he 
' found  without  either  fenfe  or  motion,  having 

fe 

been  affli£led  with  a violent  flux  of  blood  nine- 
teen days  fucceffively;  flie  had  no  chance  left 
but  that  of  a fpeedy  delivery,  which  he  effe61ed 
without  much  difficulty,  but  the  patient  died  foon 
after:  in  obf.  41.  we  find  he  likewife  delivered  a 
woman  near  her  full  time,  labouring  under  a vio- 
lent flux  of  blood,  and  with  much  difficulty  faved 
her:  in  obf.  51.  he  tells  us  of  the  delivery  of  a 


woman, 
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woman,  reduced  to  the  utmofl;  danger  of  her  life 
by  reafon  of  a moft  violent  flux. of  blood;  he 
broke  thro’  the  membranes,  and  with  fome  diffi- 
culty delivered  the  child,  both  which,  as  well  as 
its  mother,  did  well : and  here  otif  author,  after 
advifing  a fpeedy  delivery  in  all  cafes  where  the 
uterine  haemorrhage  is  very  violent,  makes  the 
following  curious  obfervation:  **  that  among  all^ 
the  different  forts  of  non-natural  births,  our 
prefent  cafe  is  one  of  the  leafl:  difficult;  becaufc 
the  membranes  tiot  being  broken  before  you  meet 
with  the  child  in  the  w^aters,  it  muft  cdnfequeritly 
eafily  be  turned  after  their  opening;  befidcs,^ 
that  the  coming  away  of  the  waters  moiftens  the 
paffages,  and  confequently  promotes  the  delU 
very,”  ~ ' 

IN  fuch  cafes  as  he  here  recites,  can  any  thing' ' 
be  more  fliocking  than  the  apparently  perilous 
ftate  of  both  parent  and  offspring,  at  a time 
when  they  are  mutually  parting  (by  the  gradual 
flream  or  hafty  'flood)  with  the  very  effence  of 
their  cxiftence;  the  mother,  perhaps,  fcarcely 

CL  faved 
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favcd  with  the  greatell  (kill,  judgment,  and  dex- 
terity ; and  the  child,  notwithftanding  the  utmofl 
care  and  tendernefs,  moft  probably  deftined  to 
premature  de{lru£lion;  the  uterine  flux,  together 
with  the  evacuation  of  the  waters  by  the  rupture 
of  the  membranes,  will  undoubtedly  occaCon  fuch 
a relaxation  of  the  parts  as  to  lelTen  the  muf- 
cular  refiflance  to  the  entrance  of  the  hand;  but 
will  the  feeling  and  confiderate  praflitioner  (and 
I trull,  there  are  very  few  without  the  fineft, 
feelings  and  mod  tender  conliderationj  take  uporr 
him  to  declare  fuch  r births  the  lead  difficult  * 
and  tremendous,  which 'mud  necelTarily  fill  the- 
mind  with  the  mod  > fenfible  care  and  anxiety. 
But,  r on  the  other  hand,  in  fome  meafure  to  mi- 
tigate this  dri^ure,  perhaps  it  is  neceffary  to  con- 
fine our  authors  meaning,  merely  to  the  operation 
of  delivery  alone, 

■ ' t 
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IN  obf,  69.  of  the  lad*mcntioned  author,  is  dc- 
feribed  the  delivery,  of  a woman  eight  months.  • 
gone  with  child,  who,  by  a violent'flux  of  blood, 
was  reduced  to'  a miferable  condition,  and  with, 

--  ^ ‘ much 
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rfiiich  difficulty  favcd  after  lie  had  delivered  the 

I ^ * 

child  by  its  feet:  and  in  his  laft  obfervatioh,  he 
mentions  the  delivery  of  a gentlewoman  feizei 
with  a violent  flux  of  blood  in  the  fevcnih  month 
of  her  time : and  afterwards  again,  towards  the 
eighth  month;  in  both  which  cafes  the  pa- 

t 

tient,  although  in  the  greatefl  danger,  was 
fafely  delivered,  and  reflored  to  her  former  health : 
in  the  year  1683.  likewife  affirms  to  have  de- 
livered no  lefs  than  five  women  under  the  fame 
circumftances,  aiid  not  one  'died.  Vide  la  motte, 
chap.  16.  obf.  237,  238,  239,  & 240. 


The  follovVihg  infiance  of  the  placenta  pre- 
fenting  . before  the  head  of  the  child  occurred 
to  dr.  JOHNSON,  in  may  17^67.— when  he  came, 
he  found  the  Head  of  the  child  cldfe  to  the  os 
vagince,  preceded  by  the  membranes,  dillended 
with  the  lujiior  amnii,  and  a part  of  the  placenta 
Extending  from  the  pubes^  mofUy  from  one  fide  of 
the  Jymphyfis  before  part  of  the  head.  The  patient 
had  been  in  labour  three  hours,  during  which 
time,  though  the  os  uteri  had  been  gradually  di- 

Q » - Lting, 
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luting,  and  the  head  advancing  along  the  pelvis^ 

» 

yet  there  had  not  enfued  any  confiderablc  ! 
lofs  of  blood,  for  there  was  not  one  cloth  wet : 
but  whilfl;  the  head  came  through  the  os  Vagina, 
the  difeharge  was  fo  copious  as  to  wet  three, 
notwithftanding  the  time  was  but  very  fhort ; 
for  having  broke  the  membranes  clofe  to  th& 
edge  of  the  placenta,  'which  was  now  not  far 
from  the  centre  of  the  orifice,  the  liquor  arnnii 
flowed,  and  by  the  help  of  three  or  four  pains 
the  child  came  forth,  immediately  attended  by 
the  fecundines : the  child  was  but  of  a fraall  fize, 
and  judging  from  circumftances,  had  probably 
died,  about  the  beginning  of  labour. 

MAURiCEAU,  in  his  chapter  of  floodings,  ad- 
vifes  fpeedy  delivery  as  the  only  means  to  favc 
the  wonaan  and  child  under  fuch  alarming  acci- 

t 

dents;  — and  guillemeau,  in  chap.  13.  of  his 
fecond  book  of  happy  deliveries,  makes  mention 
of  fix  or  feven  hiftories  to  confirm  this  verity. 
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CASE  XXV. 


F EBRUARY  19,  1769.  I was  fent  for  to  a 
woman  who  was  about  fix  months  gone  with  child, 
and  from  a fright  two  days  before  had  been 
feized  with  a flooding  5 the  fyflem  was  weakened 
by  repeated  mifcarriages,  and  fhe  had  never  be- 
fore proceeded  farther  than  the  fourth  month : 
file  was  taken  with  continual  pains  in  her' 
back  and  belly,  attended  with  retchings  and 
frequent  fhiverings ; flie  had  flooded  fo  much 
as  to  be  quite  languid  and  faint,  and  at 
times  had  cold  fweats.  The  pains  were  now 
fmall,  with  regular  intermiffions,  and  bore  down  ; 
her  belly  it  was  obferved  was  greatly  funk ; ihc 
had  not  felt  the  child  for  many  hours,  and  had 

Q 5 com- 
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complained  of  the  fenfation  of  a large  loofe 
lump  falling  from  fide  to  fide  as  flie  moved.  Con- 
fidering  her  former  flate  of  health  and  prefent 
fituation,  I gave  it,  as  my  opinion,  that  there 
was  little  or  no  probability  to  fave  her,  even  by 
delivery ; but,  that  I thought  it  ought  to  be  aN 

tempted,  as  the  only  method  which  could  give 

/ 

her  a chance  of  life,  and  without  doing  it  was 
to  lurrender  her  to  certain  death.  Having  met 
with  the  full  concurrence  of  her  hufband  and 
relations,  after  lubricating  my  hand,  I paffed  it  up 
to  the  os  uteri,  which  I dilated  gently  with  my  fin- 
gers, fo  as  eafily  to  obtain  a paHage  for  my  whole 
hand  into  the  uterus,  where,  upon  rupturing  the 
membranes  the  child's  feet  prefented,  which  I 
immediately  brought  down,  and  the  body  and 
head  followed  with  little  difficulty  ; the  placenta 
came  away  almoft  inffantly  ; the  child  was  livid, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  fqme  time  dead ; for 
inaiiy  hours  after  the  delivery,  although  the  hce- 
morrhage  was  but  very  trifling,  it  was  difficult 
to  keep  life  in  the  patient ; fometimes  the  pulfc 
was  totally  imperceptible,  a^d  flje  had  fcarcely 

power 
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power  to  fwallow  a tea  fpoonful'of  any  liquid  ; the  • 
pulfe,  however,  gradually  returned,  and  got  more 

I * 

drens-th  as  the  draining  abated,  and  after  fome 

O O' 

I 

time  flie  could  fwallowalarge  fpoonful’at  a time  of 
a‘ cordial  mixture  I had  prepared  for  her  ; by  the 
help  of  every  fuitable  remedy,,  which  her  weak 
condition  required,  and  a diet  of  the  moft  nutri- 
tious kind,  in-  about  five  months  after  her  deli- 
very file  recovered  a flate  of  health  beyond  ex- 

ir 

pc<fiation  j but  becoming  again  pregnant,  altho’ 
every  means  were  ufed,  which  a tender  and  re- 
laxed habit  required,  and  proper  precaution  taken 
to  prevent  fhocks  of  every  kind,  flie  unhappily 
contra£led  a putrid  fore  throat,  fuddenly  mifear- 
ried  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  month,  and 
died  of  flooding  in  a very  few  hours  after ; and 
I was  informed,  that  the  marks  of  putrefaction 
were  the  next  day  fo  intolerable  offenfive,  as  to 
make  it  neceffary  to  inter  the  corpfe  with  all 
convenient  fpeed.  — la  motte,  obfi'2ii.  gives 
the  cafe  of  “a  woman,  feized  with  a great 
flooding  in  the  fixth  month  of  her  time ; he 
found  the  arm  of  the  child  hanging  out  of 
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the  vagina^  which  he  returned,  and  found  the 
feet;  but,  notwithflanding  this,  the  os  tinea  was 
fo  hard  and  inflexible,  as  to  prevent  the  delivery, 
till  he  had  made  a deco6lion  of  fomc  emollient 
ingredients,  over  which  the  patient  was  to  fit  on 
a clofe  flool ; by  which  means  the  orifice  was 
relaxed,  and  he  introduced  his  hand  without  any 
trouble,  took  hold  of  the  feet,  and  drew  them 
out  with  eafe.  The  woman,  he  adds,  was 
abroad  fix  days  after,  as  if  nothing  had  been  the 
matter  with  her. — In  4^*  5 m el  lie’s  2d  vol.  no,  2. 
cafe  vii.  we  meet  with  the  account  of  a woman 
he  attended,  who  was  very  much  weakened  by  a 
conflant  draining  of  blood  from  the  uterus^  which 
had  begun  two  months  after  conception : the  os 
uteri  being  open,  and  the  membranes  puflied 
down  with  the  waters,  thefe  lafl:  were  pierced 
with  a pair  of  feiflars,  and  the  waters  being  difr 
charged,  the  uterus  contraded  fo,  that  its  vef- 
fels  no  longer  poure4  forth  their  contents,  and 
came  in  contaft  with  the  body  of  the  child, 
which  was  delivered  when  the  pains  returned. 
In  the  third  volume  of  the  fame  author,  no.  2, 

cafe 
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cafe  i.  he  mentions  the  cafe  of  a woman  he  was 
fent  for  to,  who  was  attacked  with  an  haemor- 
rhage from  the  uterus  in  the  fixth  month  of  preg- 
nancy, occafioned  by  a fall  from  a horfc ; 
the  difcharge  at  firft  was  fmall,  but  the  next 

evening  it  was  increafed  with  fjight  flrainings, 

; 

which,  however,  by  proper  care,  abated;  but, 
neverthelefs,  for  feveral  days  fhe  had  a bloody 
Jerum  continually  draining ; and  eight  days 
after  fhe  received  the  fall  he  was  called  in 
great  hafte,  when  fhe  had  difeharged  a large 
coagulum  of  blood,  followed  by  a violent  flood- 
ing, which  flill  continued.  He  advifed  another 
gentleman  of  the  profeffion  to  be  called,  who 
came  accordingly,  and,  it  was  their  joint  opi- 
nion, that  it  was  necefiary  to  deliver  her  as  foon 
as  poffiblc ; but  the  os  uteri  not  being  dilatable, 
the  attempt  proved,  for  theprefent,  ineflPedual,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  keep  her  alive  by  fuitable  nou- 
rifliment,  till  the  parts  fhould  grow  more  foft  and 

t 

yielding,  or  the  labour  become  more  vigorous  ; 
the  flooding  returned  about  nine  or  ten  at  night, 
but  was  foop  reftrained  by  fifteen  drops  of  liquid 
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laudanum.  She  continued  in  this  way  for  three  1 
days,  'the  flooding  returning  four  or  five  times, 
and  abating  on  repeating  the  draught.  At  the 
cud  of  this  period  (he.  was  again  attacked  with 
another  violent  difeharge,  which  did  not  abate 
as  formerly;  now.  finding  the  os  uteri  fofter,  and, 
to  appearance,  more  yielding,  a fecond  trial  was 
made,  and  the  hand  introduced  into  the  uterus, 
the  menjbranes  broke,  the  child  was  delivered,  and. 
the  woman  faved  with  much  difficulty,  after  con- 
tinuing-many days  in*  a weak  and  low  conditioni 
J:oRTA.L,  obf.  43.  fpeaks  of  a woman  he  was 
called  to  in  the  fixth  month  of  her  reckoning, 

I 

who  was  troubled  with  a violent  flux  of  blood, 
when  he  found  it  neceffary  to  deliver  by  fearching 
for  the  child’s  feet,  which  he  found,  and  accom- 
]diffied  the  delivery  in  the  ufual  manner,  and 
the  woman  did’ wed. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXVI. 

jAlBORTIONS,  from  the  fixth  to  the  end  of  the 
ninth  month,  it  is  generally  allowed  are  attended 
with  more  danger  to  the  mother  than  at  any  earlier 
period  of  pregnancy ; and  through  the  whole  of 
his  pradice  ic  has  been  obferved,  that  the  fkilful 
man-midwiic  will  feldom  meet  a trial,  which  ' 
can  prove  a truer  criterion  of  his  fkill  and*  dex- 
terity, than  that  of  condu£Hng  his  patient  fafely. 
.through  a cafe  of  this  kind,  when  happening  be- 

I 

tw^en  the  fixth  and  leventh  month ; becaufe  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus,  is  commonly  fo  fmall,  and 
its  orifice  fo  very  thick,  and  fometimes  rigid,  as 
but  feldom  to  admit  the  hand  with  fuch  facility* 
and  quicknefs  as  fometimes  the  exigency  of  the 
cafe  requires,  e g.  march  14,  1770,  I was 
called  to  a woman  who  v;as  betweeri,  fix  and 

fevea 


/ 
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feven  months  gone  with  child,  and  who,  three 
days  before,  was  attacked  with  a flooding,  which 
fhe  imputed  to  a violent  cough.  The  flooding  had 
been  copious,  but  it  was  now  fomewhat  abated. 
She  was  rather  plethoric,  tho’  naturally  of  a good 
conftitution ; and  although  flie  had  loft  much 
blood  by  the  flux,  the  pulfe  was  ftill  in  a ftate  to 
juftify  vena^fcflion,  which  I performed,  and,  on 
examination,  found  the  aperture  of  the  os  tinea, 
but  very  fmall,  thick  and  rigid  to  the  touch,  I 
defired  file  might  be  kept  ftill  and  eafy,  and  that 
night  gave  her  a few  grains  pil.  Japonac.  and 
as  fhe  objefted  to  its  form  as  a pill,  diflolved  it, 
and  gave  it  her  in  a draught  of  aqua  hqjfopit.  I 
alfo  ordered  her  a peftoral  drink  of  fliced  fio-s 
and  Honed  raifins,  together'  with  a peSioral 
mixture,  of  which  I recommended  the  takino" 
two  or  three  fpoonsful  when  the  cough  was  moft 
troublefome.  I called  on  her  in  the  mornin'^ 
and  was  jileafcd  to  hear  ,flie  had  refled  better 
than  for  many  nights  before  ; that  the  cough  was 
much  appealed,  and  the  flooding  had  been  but 
little.  I purfued  my  plan  of  giving  her  opiates  at 

night, 
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night,  and  pe£lorals  occafionally,  befides  laying 
proper  injundions  on  her  diet  and  regimen,  As- 
the  flooding  for  five  days  had  been  very  trifling, 
recurring  in  fmall  quantities,  perhaps  once; or 
twice  only  in  twelve  hours;  and  the  Hate  o^the^ 
pulfe,  to  which  I paid  particular  attention,  re- 
mained tolerably  good,  I began  to  concclv^e 
hopes  of  entirely  reflraining  the  hcemorrhagi^ 
and  of  fafely  conduifling  her  to  her  full  time. 
As  fhe  lived  at  a diflance,  and  ^from^  mo- 
tives of  oeconomy,  defired  my  attendance  at 
fuch  times  only  as  flie  fliould  fend  to  defire  It, 
I heard  nothing  more  from  her  till  three  weeks 
after  my  lafl:  vifit,  when  I was  fuddenly  called, 
upon  to  attend  her  with  all  fpeed,  as  the  flooding 
had  returned,  and  fhe  was  in  great  danger.  I 
underflood  upon  the  road  by  the.mefienger,  that 
another  praiflitioner  had  the  day  before  acciden- 
tally called  in  upon  her:  and, . although  he  was 
told  that  I had  attended  her,  and  faw  my  medi- 
cines in  the  houfe,  he  very  oflicioufly  advifed 
another  bleeding,  which  was  performed,  and  a 
greater  quantity  of  blood  taken  away  than  the 

patient’s 
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patient^s  ftrengih  could  bear ; for  the  uterine  ha* 
morrhage  was  much  increafed,  attended  with  no 
pains  but  an  emiffion  of  coagula.  The  pulfe 
was  much  funk,  and  the  woman  reduced  to 
extreme  danger  : upon  examinatfon,  the  os  tinea 
felt  thick  and  rigid,  but  was  enough  dila- 
ted for  the  admiflion  of  two  fingers.  ' She  was 
feized  with  a fainting  fit;  I informed  the  pa- 
dent’s  friends  of  her  -danger,  and  defired  the 
affiftan'ce  of  a gentleman  of  long  experience  in 
the  pra'(Sice  of  midwifery,  who  was  immedi- 
ately fent  for,  but  at  that*  time  fo  much  indifpofed 
as  not  to  be  able  to  go  abroad.  The  bufinefs 
w^as  iidv/  become  very  ferious,  and  of  the  laft 
importance,' there  was  no  time  to  be  loft;  thq 
difeharge  increafed,  another  fainting  fit  enfued, 
and  the  woman  appeared  to  be  finking  apace  : 
upon  which  I employed  my  utmoft  efforts  to 
gain  admittance  into  the  uterus  for  my  whole 
hand,  which  1 could  not  effe£l  without  much 
trouble  ; upon  rupturing  the  membranes  a prodi- 
gious quantity  of  waters  iffued  forth ; I found  the 
head  prefented  to  ray  hand,  I pufiied  it  up,  and 


paffing 
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paffing  by  It,  found  the  feet : but  do  not  'remem- 
ber to  have  met  with  greater  difficidty  in  any 
preternatural  delivery  that  ever  occurred 
being  obliged  to  employ  the  blunt  hook,'  both 
in  'the  delivery  of  the  'fhoulders  and  head,^owl- 

4 

ing,  I apprehend,  folely  to  the  flubborn  'refif- 

» r 

tance  of  the  os  uteri;  ’for  the  ‘pelvis  was  'weil* 
formed,  the  child  but  fmall,  and  the  wdman’ 
had  before  brought  two  children  at  their  full 
time;  the.  child  appeared-  to*  have  *beeii  dead 


fome  itime”;  the  fymptom^  continued,  ‘ and  the 

^ r • 

Jecundine's  <ndt  following  the  delivery,  I dntro-' 
(breed  my  hand  and  brought  them  *away«  • The 
woman  revived  foon  after  the  delivery,  and  dfahk^ 
a cupfuil  of  vvarm  rhenifh  wine  and  water : for 

» * f 

many  weeks  after,  (he  continued  in  a low  and 
weak  way;' but  by  the  help  of  reftorativc  me- 
dicines, and  . a-nourifiiing  diet,  at  length  reco- 


vered; and  feems  truly  fenfible,  that  fhe  muft 
inevitably  have'  perifiied,  if  lUeans  to  fave-  her 


had  been  longer  delayed*  mauric'eau  remarks, ' 
that  where  the  orifice  of  the  womb  was  foft,  thin, 
and  ecjual,  the  patient  generally  recovered  ; but  if 


the 
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the  contrary,  flic  often  died. — peu  is  of  the  fame 
opinion,  and  pronounces  death  to  the  patient 
from  his  own  experience,  when  violent  force,  in 
fuch  cafes,  is  employed  to  dilate  the  os  uteri : 
this  cafe*  however,  happily  proved  one  exception 
to  the  rule,  which  that  experienced  accoucheur 
has  deduced  from  his  own  pra6lice. — This  cafe 
was  communicated  in  a letter  to  dr.  Mackenzie* 
who  approved  of  my  conduQ:  in  the  treatment  of 
the  patient:  and  alks,  if  the  difficulty  of  deli- 
very, as  the  child  had  been  fome  time  dead, 
might  not  proceed  from  its  being  fwelled?  but  as 
I did  not  fee  that  the  child  was  in  any  part  par- 
ticularly tumified,  I think  it  is  mofl  likely,  the 
trouble  which  enfued,  arofe  from  the  uncommon 
thicknefs  of  the  os  uteri. — giffard’s  cafe  i*o. 
contains  an  in  fiance  of  a flooding  in  the  feventh 
month,  wherein  the  mother  was  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity,' but  was  delivered  by  turning  the 
child,  and  at  length  recovered.  In  cafe  1 86.  of 
the  fame  author,  we  meet  with  another  flooding 
in  the  feventh  month,  where  the  child  was 
brought  footling,  w'as  dead,  and  the  woman  re- 
covered. 
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covered.  And  In  his  lafl  cafe,  he  alfo  treats 

of  a flooding,  where  one  arm  and  pan  of  the 

placenta  flipped  down  beiow  the  os  internum  ; the 

patient  was  in  the  feventh  month  of  her  preg^ 

nancy  ; he  delivered  the  child  by  its  feet^  and  the 

placenta  being  detached  from  the  uUrus,  eaflly 

followed  the  birth  of  the  child;  notwithftanding 

which,  the  unhappy  woman  continued  draining, 

and  died  foon  after  the  delivery. — Dr,  smellie, 

vol.  3.  no.  2.  cafe  ii.  gives  an  account  of  his 

being  called  to  a woman  who  was  attacked  with 

a flooding  in  the  feventh  month  of  pregnancy. 

She  had  flooded  for  feveral  days ; at  length, 

fainting  and  cold  fwcats  coming  on,  the  doftor, 

at  the  deflre  of  her  friends,  with  the  moil  for^ 

« 

lorn  hope  of  fuccefs,  delivered  the  foetus^  but 
not  without  uflng  fuch  a degree  of  force  as  to 
tear  the  os  uteri,  which  gave  him  much  con- 
cern, as  in  an  inhance  of  a fimilar  kind,  the 
woman  died  foon  after  ; but  here,  contrary  to  his 
cxpc£lation,  conhdering  the  low  condition  flic 
was  in  at  the  delivery,  this  patient  recovered. 


R 
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^OR  further  examples  of  uterine  hamorrhage^^ 
fee  the  celebrated  hoffman,  vol.  iii.  p.  183. 
obf.  1.  GIFFARD,  cafes  19.  25.  41.  82.  84,  85* 
88.  135.  184.  208.  8c  2og. — CHAPMAN,  cafe  10. 
recites  three  diftrcfllng  inftances  ; one,  of  a per- 
fon,  who  died  by  flooding  three  weeks  before  her 
account,  altho'  he  delivered  the  child  footling; 
but  fhe  had  loft  fo  much  blood  before  he  was 
confulted,  that  flie  expired  in  the  moment  of 
delivery : the  fecond,  of  a gentlewoman,  who 
alfo  died  by  flooding,  occafloned  by  her  deli- 
very being  delayed;  and  the  third,  of  a lady, 

, who  died  in  the  fame  way,  thro’  the  ignorance 
and  obftinacy  of  the  midwife,  and  by  lofing  of 
blood  at  the  arm  in  two  feveral  operations, 

I 

although  file  had  fuftained  the  lofs  of  prodi- 
gious quantities  of  blood  by  the  uterine  difeharge. 


CASE 
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CASE  xxvir. 

RM.  WAS  taken  m labour  about  fix  iit 
the  morning  of  the  24th.  of  October,  1772, 

4 

and  foon  after  fent  for  the  midwife  who  ufed  to 
attend  her ; the  pains  continued  but  trifling  till 

eight  o’clock  the  following  morriihg,  when  they 

> , 

recurred  niiich  fliarpef  and  faflef,  and  the  mem-' 
branes  fuddenly  giving  way  the  waters  were  eva- 
cuated : foon  after  which  a duplicature  of  the  fu^. 
nis  prolapfed  into  the  vagina^  and  a flooding  be- 
gan, which  was  at  firft  very  moderate,  and  fd 
flightly  regarded  by  the  midwife,  that  fhe  attri- 
buted it  to  the  Jhews^  and  accounted  it  a good  fign| 
and  was  fo  very  ignorant  of  her  bufinefs,  that 
tho  (he  found  the  funis  in  the  vagina^  flie  had  not 
cfleemed  it  a matter  of  much  confequence : at 
kngih,  however,  the  flooding  increafed,  and  the 
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woman  grew  weaker  and  fainted  away,  which  foon 
filled  the  friends  and  attendants  with  appre- 
henfions  for  her  fafety,  and  they  thought  it 
proper  to  require  my  afli fiance.  The  midwife 
could  give  no  account  of  w’hat  part  pre- 
fented,  and  took  not  the  leafl  notice  of  the  fitu- 
atlon  of  the  funisy  which  I found  prolapfed 
without  the  vagina^  at  leaft,  to  the  length  of  three 
inches,  and  difeovered  by  the  touch,  a round,  foft 
body,  with  a feparation  in  the  middle;  being  the 
nates  which  prefented,  anteriorly  to  the  mother : 
and  indeed  they  could  not  be  well  miflaken,  both 
by  the  fmooth  and  fleChy  feel,  and  the  greajt 
difeharge  of  the  meconiuniy  which  had  appeared  foj 
fome  time  before  I came.  There  flill  remained  a 
weak  puifation  in  the  chord,  which  I endea- 
voured to  replace,  but  in  vain ; I therefore  did 
not  hefitate  a moment,  to  give  it  as  my  opinion, 
that  the  delivery  ought  to  be  accomplifhed  with 
all  poffible  expedition  5 to  which  propofal,  all 
prefent  acquiefeed;  I therefore  had  the  w^oman 
placed  in  a fuitable  pofition,  and  with  no  great 

deal 
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deal  of  trouble  brought  one  foot  down  into  the 
vadna : the  fecond,  however,  for  iome  time 
eluded  my  fcarch;  but  at  length  I fecured  it,  and 
defiring  an  attendant  to  keep  a prelTure  on  the 
patient’s  belly,  as  the  uterus  emptied,  proceeded 
as  in  other  preternatural  births,  and  delivered 
the  child;  about  ten  minutes  after  which  the 
placenta  came  away  with  very  little  difficulty ; the 
patient  had  once  fainted  during  her  delivery  : I 
gave  her  a little  mulled  wine,  by  which  flie 
was  much  revived;  but,  though  every  poffi- 
ble  care  was  taken  of  her,  it  was  many 
weeks  before  fhe  entirely  recovered ; fhe  has 
fmee  lain  in  twice,  but  neither  of  the  chil- 
dren furvived  the  month.  The  child  was 
fmall  anci  weakly,  and  only  lived  to  the  third 
day.  One  circumllance  attended  it,  which  I 
' never  met  with  before,  nor  fince,  viz.  a moll  ex- 
traordinary deficiency  of  Ikin  round  the  navel, 
fo  that  the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  vijeera  was 
j very  vifible.--rfl  find  that  ruysgh  has  particularly 
i obferved  this  diforder  of  i\iQ  foetus ^ and  gives  no. 

1 Icfs  than  three  different  inflances  of  it,  but  never 

R 3 could 
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qould  cure  it;  for,  fays  he,  every  infant  thus 
affefted  has  paffed  from  the  womb  to  the  grave, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix,  feven,  eight,  or  nine 
days.  He  diflinguifhes  this  diforder  from  the 
hernia  umhilicalisy  and,  as  a palliative,  advifes 
emplajlrum  diapompholigos,  or  the  like,  which  has 
not  too  great  a tenacity,  left  by  adhering  too 
firmly  to  the  thin  fkin,  it  might  rend  open  a 
paffage  for  the  contained  vijcera  to  prolapfe.— 
GiFFARD,  cafe  xxiv.  relates  a very  uncommon 
inftance  of  a woman  who  had  twins ; the  one 
born,  and  a great  flooding  fucceeding  ; the  other 
remaining  in  the  womb,  which  he  fpeedily  deli- 
vered by  the  feet ; but  the  woman  being  exhaufted 
before  he  came  to  her,  died  foon  after  the  deli- 
very. — chapman  defcribes  two  other  melancholy 
cxarnples  of  flooding  in  time  of  labour ; the  firft, 
where  the  woman,  at  her  full  time,  fell  into 
violent  floodings,  which  fo  far  exhaufted  her 
ftrength,  that  although  he  delivered  the  child  by 
its  feet  as  foon  as  poffibl^,  the  patient  died  in 

. • I ^ t 

fix  hours  after  delivery.  The  fecond,  where  a 
young  lady,  in  labour  with  her  firft  child,  was 

fcized 
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feized  with  a flooding,  and  the  arm  of  the  in- 
fant prefented  itfelf;  but  by  the  negle^i;  of  the’ 
practitioner  who  attended  her,  was  fuffered  to 
die  of  the  haemorrhage  without  any  attempt  to 
deliver  her.  Butin  another  cafe  which  he  gives 
us  of  a flooding  in  time  of  labour,  although  the 
woman  had  faintings  every  two  or  three  minutes, 
to  a very  great  degree,  and  oftentimes  feerned 
quite  gone;  he  delivered  the  child  by  its  feet, 
and  the  woman  being  of  a flrong  and  healthy 
conflitution,  had  the  good  fortune  to  recover. — » 
Dr.  SMELtiE,  voh  iii.  no.  2,  cafe  iv.  fpeaks  of  a 
woman,  who  was  feized  with  a flooding  in  the^ 
time  of  labour;  the  arm  and  fhoulder  prefented, 
and  detained  fome  of  the  waters  after  the  mem« 
branes  were  broke;  he  pufhed  up  the  arm  and 
fhoulder  into  the  uterus,  raifed  them  up  to  the 
fundusy  brought  down  the  legs,  and  delivered 
the  child,  whiqh  was  fmall ; but  the  patient  was 
feized  with  a fainting,  followed  by  convulfions, 
and  died  inftantly.  In  cafe  the  fixth  of  the 
fame  colleClion,  we  find  a woman  attacked  with 
a violent  flooding  in  time  of  labour,  the  funis 
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fallen  down  before  the  head  of  the  child,  and 
the  membranes  not  broke : upon  which  they 
were  ruptured,  the  child  turned  and  delivered ; 
and  the  woman,  after  continuing  in  a weak  and 
low  condition  for  many  days,  was  able  to  get 
out  of  bed  in  three  weeks : — and  in  cafe  vii.  is 
likewife  given  the  hiftory  of  a woman  in  labour, 

I 

attacked  with  a flooding,  and  the  child  deli- 
vered ; but  the  woman  being  of  a weak  and  de- 
licate conftitution,  after  continuing  for  eighteen 

t 

or  twenty  days  in  a good  way  of  recovery,  was 
taken  with  a purging,  continued  languid  after  it, 
and  died  at  the  end  of  fix  weeks  from  her  deli- 
very, Coll.  35.  of  the  fame  vol.  cafe  x.  we 
find  a face  prefentation ; the  woman  exhaufted 
by  floodings,  the  os  uteri  fnipp’d  with  the  feif- 
fars,  the  child  brought  footling,  and  the  woman 
died  on  the  fourth*  day.  In  cafe  xvi.  he  has 
alfo  another  inftance  of  flooding,  where  the  os 
uteri  was  fnipp’d  and  tore,  the  child  delivered 
footling,  and  the  woman  died  of  a loofenefs  on 
the  feventh  day.  In  coll.  39,  no.  1.  cafe  i.  the 
doilor  has  related  a moft  remarkable  circum- 

ftanct 
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fiance  of  a flooding,  wherein  the  w^oman  died 
fiiddenly;  the  Cajarian  JeBion  immediately  took 
place,  but  without  effe£l ; prefently  after,  he  pre- 
fents  us  with  another  flooding  cafe,  where  the 
woman  died,  and  the  Ccefarian  operation  was  im- 
mediately performed,  but  with  the  fame  ill  fuc- 
cefs  as  before.  In  coll.  42.  no.  1.  cafe  i.  is  an 
account  of  a flooding,  which  was  reftrained  by 
the  help  of  opiates,  and  cold  topical  applica- 
tions, and  the  woman  was  delivered  by  the 
labour  pains.  In  cafe  the  fecond  of  the  fame 
colle6Hon,  we  find  another  inflance  of  a flood- 
ing, which  came  fuddenly  on ; and,  notwith- 
flanding  recourfe  was  had  to  the  fame  means  as 
in  the  former  cafe,  the  woman  being  of  a w'eakly 

conflitution,  fell  into  a fecond  fainting  fit,  and 

» 

expired : and  likewife,  cafe  the  third,  he  relates  a 
flooding,  occafioned  by  part  of  the  placenta  be- 
ing detached  from  the  uterus ; by  means  of  opi- 
ates the  woman  was  lulled  into  reft,  and  in  a 
little  time  delivered  by  the  labour  pains.  Vide 
lamotte,  book  v.  chap.  4.  and  the  fame  author, 
chap,  vii,  obf.  213.  Sc  214, 
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CASE  XXVIII. 

WOMAN,  who  had  fuffered  much  by  a 
long ' laborious  labour,  in  the  morning  of  the 
third  day,  which  was  the  7th  of  april,  i77l« 
fuddenly  was  feized  with  a fainting  fit ; I was 
fent  for,  and  informed  by  the  midwife,  that  the 
waters  broke  two  days  before  that  the  pains  had 
been  very  llrong;  that  the  head  was  low  down, 
and  they  had  expefled  its  delivery  every  minute,, 
but  within  the  tw’O  la(l  hours  the  pains  had 
become  much  more  feeble ; the  woman  had 
appeared  very  weak,  and  twice  fainted  quite 
away,  but  no  blood  had  appeared  upon  the 
linen ; the  pulfe  was  fmall  and  low,  and,  upon 
examination,  I found  the  head  low  advanced  in 
the  pelvis,  prefenting  with  the  face  to  the  pubes, 
whit^h  determined  the  fituation  of  the  ears ; the 


extreme 


[ >79  ] 

extreme  weaknefs  of  the  woman,  and  as  nature  had 
jbeen  trufled  as  far  as  it  was  fafe,  after  gradually 
lubricating  the  perinaum  and  vagina,  in  the  moft 
eafy  and  deliberate  manner,  as  the  patient  lay  on 
her  fide,  introduced  one  blade  of  the  forceps,  and 
foon  after  the  other;  when  both  were  pafTed,  and 
properly  fecured,  the  patient  was  turned  on  her 
back,  and  carefully  fupporting  the  perincsim^  I 
effeclcd  the  extra^Hon  of  the  head  in  the  manner 
it  prefented,  which  was  very  large,  and  had 
blocked  up  a mod  amazing  quantity  of  blood  : 
indeed,  it  is  impoflible  to  conceive  how  the  wo- 
man  could  fuftain  fuch  a difeharge,  and  be  alive* 
The  child  was  born  alive,  but  lived  only  a 
few  minutes ; the  woman  was  for  fome  time  ex- 
tremely weak,  but  at  length  recovered.  — Dr. 
5URTON  remarks  the  cafe  of  a woman,  to  whom 
be  was  called,*  who  had  been  long  in  labour, 
and  all  the  fymptoms  of  a woman  s flooding  to 
death,  although  the  linen  was  not  ftained  with 
blood;  owing,  he  fays,  to  the  child’s  flze  fo 
entirely  filling  the  os  uteri  that  none  could  pafs ; 
he  delivered  the  woman  irnmediately,  and  fuch 

a quantity 
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a quantity  of  blood  was  collefled  within  the* 
womb,  that  he  was  amazed  the  woman  was. 
alive* 

dr.  LEAKE  has  obferved,  that  when  the  child’s, 
head  for  a time  fliuts  up  the  os  uteri,  the  patient 
may  continue  to  lofe  blood  profufely  into  the 
cavity  of  the  womb,  altho’  none  appears  exter- 
nally: and  ALBiNus  mentions  a very  extraordi- 
( 

nary  cafe,  where  only  the  centre  part  of  the  pla^ 
centa  being  loofened,  a large  quantity  of  coagu- 
lated blood  was  lodged  between  it  and  the  uterus., 
as  it  were  in  a bag;  and  confequently,  not  a 
drop  was  externally  difeharged,  fo  as  to  foretell 
the  danger. — When  we  come  to  conlider  flood- 
ings and  abortions,  we  fhall  find  that  one  is  the 
frequent  and  moft  general  confequence  of  the 
other ; and,  that  the  immediate  definition  of  flood- 
ing is  the  detachment  of  fome  part  of  the  placenta 
or  chorion  from  the  internal  furface  of  the  uterus, 
cither  from  fome  external  hurt,  debility,  extraor- 
dinary paflions  of  the  mind,  a natural  bad  habit 
©f  the  body,  or  by  taking  medicines  improperly  ; 

and* 
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and,  perhaps,  with  the  defign  of  procuring  an 
abortion,  which  horrid  and  unnatural  as  it  may 
feem,  is,  I fear,  become  too  common  a pra^licc.' 
For  the  particulars  of  ont  very  exraordinary  and 
fatal  inftance  of  this  fort,  the  reader  may  con- 

fult  CASE  XXX. 
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CASE  XXIX. 

T" 

AN  the  month  of  April,  1768.  a womaii 
applied  to  me  with  a bubo  in  her  groin,  and 
iilcers  in  the  nofe  and  throat;  (he  was  in  the 
feventh  month  of  her  pregnancy,  hM  received 
the  infe£lion  three  months  before,  and  been  un- 
der the  care  of  an  empiric,  who  was  either  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  her  real  difordcr,  or  had  pro- 
craftinated  the  cure  with  a view  of  lucre ; I or- 
dered cataplafms  to  be  applied  to  the  tumour  to 
bring  it  to  maturation,  and  gave  her  inwardly  a 
fpoonful  of  the  folutioii  of  corrofive  fublimate, 
made  with  fixteen  grains,  diflblved  in  two 
drachms  of  fpirits  of  nitre  to  a pint  of  brandy ; 
and  every  fourth  morning  exhibited  a mild  laxa- 
tive of  manna,  dillolved  in  infufion  of  Icna. 
The  tumour  becoming  prominent,  the  fkin  thin, 

aud 


and  the  fla<?1;uatIon  perceptible,  I made  an  ihci- 
fion  with  a lancet  through  its  whole  length,  and 
cut  away  the  loofe  integuments  with  the  fcilTarS  • 
afterwards  dreffed  it  properly,  and  in  about  three 
weeks  it  was  entirely  incarned ; the  ulcers  in 
her  nofe  and  throat  w^ere  much  better,  but  not 
entirely  well;  and  befides,  (lie  often  complained 
of  tenlion  and  pain  in  thofe  parts.  I w^as  appre- 
henhve  that  the  virus,  at  this  unlucky  period  of 
geftadon,  was  not  to  be  radically  difeharged : 
and,  indeed,  promifed  my felf  little  more  than  to 

ft 

be  able  to  keep  it  within  bounds  till  after  her 
lying-in,  with  which  view  I continued  the  folu* 
tion  till  the  day  flie  was  delivered  of  a female 
child,  which  at  firft  had  no  appearance  of  the 
infection ; but  in  lefs  than  a week  the  labia  began 
to  fwell,  and  fmall  blotches  appeared  in  different 
parts  of  its  body.  As  the  mother  of  the  child 
had  plenty  of  milk,  and  except  the  forcHefs  in 
her  throat,  was  otherwife  as  hearty  and  ftrong  as 
any  woman  in  her  fuuation  could  be,  I advifed 
her  to  fuckle  the  child,  which  flie  did.  At  the 
end  of  three  weeks  1 begafi  to  give  her  final  1 

dofes 
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dofes  of  calomel,  with  a view  to  raife  a flight 
falivation,  in  which  I fucceeded  to  my  wifli, 
and  continued  the  fputation  eighteen  days ; in 
the  mean  time  the  eruptions  on  the  child  were 
daily  anointed  with  an  unguent  compofed  of  one 
drachm  of  white  precipitated  mercury,  mixed 
in  an  ounce  of  axungia,  flavoured  with  a fmall 
quantity  of  burgamot;  and  by  thefe  means, 
both  woman  and  child  were  entirely  cured  of 
the  diforder. — I have  been  flnce  coiifulted  in  the 
cafe  of  a child  three  months  old,  who,  by  the 
cxulcerations  in  its  mouth  and  throat,  it  was 
plain  had  imbibed  the  diforder  from  the  nurfe. 
The  woman  at  firft  denied  the  charge  ; but,  upon 
examinatior,  was  found  to  have  venereal  warts 
without  fide  pudenda,  and  a violent  difcharge 
from  the  vagina.  The  child  \Vas  immediately 
removed,  and  cured  within  a month,  by  taking 
a powder  of  one  grain  of  calomel,  and  ten 
grains  of  fugar,  every  other  night,  in  a fpoonful 
of  breafl  milk;  and  befides  this,  on  every  third 
morning,  three  drachms  of  manna  in  a little  w'eak 
chicken  broth. 

I N 
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IN  tlie  ttiird  volume  of  tlie  Medical  Effays  arid 
Obfcrvations,  vve  meet  with  an  account  of  a ma- 
lignant lites^  communicated  by  fu6Hon.  mAurt-  • 
CEAu  gives  an  inflance  of  a young  woman  who 
had  long  had  this  diforder,  and  had  once  before 
tnifearried  of  a dead  child,  which  was  rotten 
with  the  complaint ; and  who,  flill  labouring 
•under  the  lues^  to  a very  fevere  degree,  concealed 
her  fecond  pregnancy,  and  put  herfelf  under 
the  care  of  a furgedn,  who  cured  her  by  faliva- 
tion,  and  flie  was  afterwards  delivered,  at  her 
full  time,  of  a child,  in  every  refped  as  healthy 
as  if  the  mother  had  never  had  the  leafl  touch 
of  that  difeafe;  from  which  example  he  infers, 
that  a big-bellied  woman  may  fafely  be  taken  in 
hand,  and  cured,  if  proper  precautions  are 
taken:  he  alfo  tells  liS,  that  a friend  of  his,  to 
whom  he  communicated  the  above  cafe,  afferted, 
that  he  himfelf,  twice  in  the  above  cafe,  had  been 

fuccefsful  in  the  cure  of  the  women  ; and,  that 

\ 

their  children  w^ere  well  born,  at  their  full  time, 
without  having  the  leafl  imprehion  of  the  venom 
ill  any  part  of  their  bodies:  and  further  fays,^ 

S tha^ 
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tliat  varand/eus  confirms  to  us  this  truth,  in 
treating  of  women’s  difeafes ; where  he  precifely 
makes  mention,  that  he  had  feen  big-bellied  wo- 
men, who  had  this  difeafe  eradicated,  by  anoint- 
ing with  mercury,  and  falivation,  prefcribed  by 
empirics;  which  may  convince  us,  that  this  cure 
will  eafily  have  better  fuccefs,  when  governed  and 

managed  by  a fkilful  and  experienced  perfon. 

After  all  known,  it  is  certain,  that  mercury  ex- 
hibited during  pregnancy,  will  always  be  a ha- 
zardous remedy ; efpecially  with  patients  of  an 
irritable  habit : and,  fromobfervations,  which  have 
been  made  from  the  pra£Uce  of  inoculation,  above 
ten  years  ago,  when  it  was  ufual  to  give  pretty 
large  dofes  of  calomeh  by  way  of  preparation,  it 
appears,  that  feveral  pregnant  w^omen,  who  were 
among  the  inoculated,  mifearried;  which  may 
ferve  as  a caution  under  fimilar  circumflances  in 
future ; at  the  fame  time,  it  may  be  worthy  of 
remark,  that  the  ufe  of  mercury  may,  mofl  pro- 
bably, be  found  lefs  injurious,  after  the  fifth 
month,  than  before ; becaufe  the  body  is  mofl 
irritable  in  the  earlier  months  of  pregnancy. 

CASE 
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C>  A S E XXX. 

E.  S.  A maid  fervant,  about  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  of 

» 

SEPTEMBER,  1 764.  was  fcized  with  violent  vo- 
mitings, and  a prodigious  difcharge  of  blood 
from  the  flomach,  which  continued  till  the  next 
morning;  when  frightened  at  the  confequencc 
of  her  eiiterprize,  and  afraid  of  dying,  fhe  de- 
fired  the  afliftance  of  a midwife ; who  found  her 
in  a very  weak  condition,  continually  inclined 
to  vomit,  convulfed,  with  now  and  then  fmall 
pains  refembling  thofe  of  labour,  and  a flight 
uterine  h(zmorrhage\  fhe  acknowledged  to  the 
midwife  her  being  fix  months  gone  with  child, 
but  at  that  time  nothing  further.  The  woman 
examined,  and  found,  as  flie  imagined,  fome- 
thing  like  the  prefentation  of  a fliouldcr ; but 
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having  fomc  fnfpicions  of  the  bad  prafliccs 
which  had  been  ufed,  and  fearing  the  woman 
would  die  under  her  hands  in  thefe  deplorable 
circumftanccs,  fent  for  me : foon  after  w’hich  I 
attended,  and  found  the  unhappy  patient  ex- 
tremely low  and  weak,  with  a fmall  intermitting 
pulfe,  cold  clammy  fweats,  overwhelmed  with 
horror ; and  fenfible  to  what  a degree  of  danger 
file  had  expofed  herfelf,  in  a voice  fcarcely  arti- 
culate, fhe  told  me  (lie  had  fuffered  great  pains, 
retched  violently,  and  often  brought  up  great 
quantities  of  blood,  and  had  convullions  in  her 
belly  ; the  pains,  fhe  added,  w^ent  quite  through 
her  at  fiift:  but  fince  flie  had  more  bearing  down, 
they  were  fomewhat  abated,  but,  that  fhe  had 
flill  a continual  ficknefs  at  her  flomach  and  an 
inclination  to  vomit:  upon  examination,  I found 

a total  reparation  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus^ 

« 

and  thd  former  as  low  as  the  os  txUrnum,  which  I 
brought  forth  immediately.  The  knees  of  iha  foetus 
next  puflied  down,  which,  together  with  all  its 
other  parts,  were,  in  lefs  than  a minute,  ealily 
delivered ; notwitliftanding  the  rupture  which  mufl 

have 


[ 1*9  ] 

have  happened  to  the  venal  appendages,  and  the 
fiiock  which  the  womb  had  fuflained,  I could 
not  find  that  there  had  been  any  great  Juemor^ 
rhage  from  it ; the  flux,  from  the  firfl,  being 
chiefly  ejeded  by  vomit  ex  ore ; the  foetus  had  no 
livid  marks  upon  any  part  of  it,  and  did  not 
appear  to  have  been  long  dead:  foon  after  its 
delivery,  I gave  the  patient  two  fpoonfuls  of  a 
cardiac  mixture,  which  was  fcarcely  fwallo wed, 
before  fiie  retched  and  threw  it  back,  with  the 
adition  of,  at  leafl,  a quart  of  chocolate  coloured 
bile;  foon  after  which,  as  1 lat  on  the  bed-fide,  I 
began  to  interrogate  her  upon  the  melancholy  fitu- 
ation  to  which  fhc  was  reduced;  and  told  her, 
that  I was  fearful  fhe  had  not  aefled  right ; perhaps, 
might  have  been  imprudently  prevailed  on  to 
have  taken  fome  medicine  which  had  difaerecd 
with  her,  and  been  the  caufe  of  all  her  illnefs ; 
which,  I was  forry  to  reprefent  to  her,  as  of  the 
moft  dangerous  kind  ; at  the  fame  time,  I begged 
fhe  would  make  an  ingenuous  anfwer  to  thefe 
enquiries,  cither  to  me  or  her  miftrefs,  v/ho  had 
felt  much  on  her  account.  She  defired  it  might 
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be  to  her  mlftrefs  ; to  whom,  as  well  as  after? 
wards  in  my  hearing,  (he  confeffed,  “ That  the 
**  father  of  the  child  had  brought  her  on  the 
Saturday  night  before,  ^ certain  black  pow- 
der,  in  quantity,  nearly  about  as  much  as 
“ would  cover  a half  crown  piece,  defiring  her 
*‘to  take  it  in  whatever  fhe  liked;  that  it  wa3 
defigned  to  fave  her  reputation,  by  making  her 
mifearry;  that  perhaps  it  rnight  mUke  her  a 
“ little  fick,  but,  fhe  mull  not  mind  that ; that, 
**  agreeably  to  his  dire^lions,  fhe  did  take  it 
“in  a little  fmall  beer,  and,  in  lefs  than  half 
“ an  hour  after,  was  firfl  feized  with  a vomiting 
“ of  nally,  ill-coloured  huiF,  and  then  call  up 
great  quantities  of  blood,  which  fhe  had  fince 
“ frequently  continued  to  do;  that  a mill  came 
before  her  eyes  ; fhe  had  a finging  in  her  ears, 
“ flruggling  motions  in  her  belly ; pains,  which 
“ fometimes  caufed  a bearing  down,  and  at  others 
“ darted  through  her;  frequerit  loofe  ftopls,  ex- 
“ ceflive  heat  within  fide,  parched  throat,  and 
f‘  intenfe  thirfl;  infomuch,  that  fhe  had  drank 
“ feveral  pints  of  w^ater  at  a draught,  which  foop 

came 
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**  came  up  again,  and  looked  like  fo  much  pure 
blood;  that,  foon  after  the  vomitings  began, 
file  had  perceived  a continual  draining  of 
“ blood,  like  her  monthly  courfes ; but,  at  no 
**  time,  in  any  very  great  quantity,  and  that  file 
“ felt  the  child  very  difiinefily  about  an  hour  be- 
**  fore  fhe  took  the  medicine ; but  after  the  flrug- 
gling  motions,  which  file  before  deferibed,  had 
ceafed,  and,  which  fhe  thought,  were  occa- 
**  fioned  by  the  child,  fhe  had  felt  nothing  like 
it.’'  She  had  fcarcely  finifhed  this  declara- 
tion, before  flie  was  feized  with  rigors,  cold 
fvveats,  deliquia,  and  convulfions ; and  death,  in 
a few  minutes,  clofed  the  tragic  feene:  thus  died 
this  poor  unhappy  wretch,  the  miferable  vidim 
of  a criminal  pradice,  (intended  to  conceal  from 
the  world,  a fhame  and  dlfgrace)  which,  in  its 
confequences,  terminated  in  untimely  death,  and 
multiplied  guilt.  At  the  defire  of  her  friends, 
and.  with  the  afliflance  of  another  furgeon,  I 
opened  the  body : and  finding  a general  erofion 
of  the  villi  of  the  fiomach,  an  inflammation  of 
the  pylorus f as  well  as  of  both  the  final ler  and 
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larger  mtefUncs  ; the  uterus  and  urinary  paflages 
particularly  difordered  by  the  rough  and  violent 
operation  of  the  medicine  which  fhe  had  taken  ; 
and  which,  it  was  obvious,  had  been  the  death 
of  both  mother  and  child.  We  related  thefe  cir- 
cumflances  upon  oath,  before  the  coroner,  who 
had  been  called  in  to  make  his  inquefl ; and  the 
whole  affair,  at  the  following  aflizes  for'  th« 
county,  underwent  the  examination  of  a court 
of  juflice.  — DION  IS  has  obferved,  that  thofc 
maids,  who  ufe  means  to  procure  an  abortion,  arc 
guilty  of  a very  great  crime,  and,  that  the  diffe- 
rence of  time  does  not  alter  the  nature  of  it ; 
for,  whether  the  foul  has  a(flually  taken  poffef- 
fion  of  the  body,  or,  is  only  preparing  to  enter 
it,  a BEING,  which  would  have  been  made  com- 

I ’ 

pleat  and  perfect,  is  deflroyed  and  murdered.— 
The  fame  author  farther  remarks,  that  if  an 
abortion  is  owing  to  a difeafe,  no-body  can  be 
blamed  for  it ; but  if  it  is  caufed  by  medicines, 

4 

fuch  pra6lice  is  utterly  condemned  by  all  men  of 
fenfe,  as  mofl  pernicious  and  unwarrantable;  for 
this  is  premeditated  murder,  and  is  by  no  means 
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juftifiable,  even,  though  a maid,  finding  herfelf 
vith  child,  fliould  do  it,  to  preferve  her  own, 
zifid  the  reputation  or  honour  of  her  friends,  and, 
by  the  laws  of  all  nations,  ought  to  be  punilhed 
with  death.  He  alfo  adds,  that  thofe,  who,  for 
money,  help  others  to  fuch  things,  defcrve  the 
moft  exemplary  punifhment : and,  that  he,  him-* 
felf,  faw  a woman  executed  at  par  is  for  follow- 
ing this  baneful  and  deflrudive  bufinefs* 
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CASES  xxxij  XXXII,  and  xxxiii. 


COMMUNICATED 

IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  late 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE, 


MAY  ai,  1765. 

DEAR  SIR,' 

r-r-1 

**  JL  HE  dedre  I entertained  of 
feeing  the  women  recover,  before  I prefentedyou 
with  the  three  following  laborious  cafes,  which 
occurred  to  me  within  a fhort  fpace  of  each 
♦*  other,  prevented  my  writing  fooner ; I now 
**  enjoy  that  fati  shift  ion,  and  permit  me  to  beg 

“ your 
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your  attention  to  my  method  of  proceeding 
with  each:  to  the  firfl  of  thefe  women  my 
afififtance  was  befpoke ; fhe  is  young,  and  this 
was  her  firft  labour,  which  commenced  with  a 
trifling  pain,  about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  1 ith  day  of  april  ; at  the  fame  time 
the  membranes  broke,  and  the  waters  were 
“ evacuated ; nolwithftanding  which  fhe  had  no 
recurrence  of  pain  till  fix  in  the  evening  of 
the  fame  day,  when  flic  had  frequent  retchings 
**  and  very  flrong  pains.  I found  the  tinea 
“ very  widely  dilated,  and  the  child’s  head  low 
in  the  pelvis ; the  pericranium  had  a puffy 
phyjematous  feel,  and  the  head  fo  completely 
!“  blocked  up  the  pelvis , that  I in  vain  endea- 
voured  to  find  its  true  fituation,  by  introducing 
f*  my  finger  on  either  fide.  The  pains  continued 
■ ‘ flrong  and  frequent,  and  as  the  foft  parts  were 
fufficiently  dilated,  the  pelvis  feemingly  well 
formed,  and  the  woman  of  a good  conftitution, 
“ I could  no  otherwife  account  for  the  protrac- 
“ tion  of  the  head,  than  by  attributing  it  to  an 
y extraordinary  bulk  or  particular  offificatiou, 

and 
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and  waited  till  eight  o’clock  the  next  morning 

“ in  expe6latioii  that  the  pains  might  flill  be  able 

“to  effed  its  advancement;  but  finding  therr 

leffen  and  abate,  and  an  incipient  flooding 

“ coming  on,  I began  to  think  of  the  forceps, 

“ and,  as  there  was  no  guide  for  their  direfiion,  de- 

**  termined  to  apply  them,  and  deliver  as  well  as  I 

“ could;  yet,  I found,  that  the  head  was  fo  firmly 

“ wedged  in  the  pelvis,  that  I could  not  introduce 
1 

“ them  without  much  hurt  to  the  patient.  I was 
“ calling  this  over  in  my  mind,  when,  with  a 
“ pain,  by  far  weaker  than  many  fhe  had  had 
“ before,  1 gladly  perceived  the  head  to  defeend: 
“ J now  encouraged  the  woman  to  make  the  moft 
“ of  her  pains ; which  fhe  did,  and  with  the 
“ help  of  three  or  four  more  throes,  the  head 
“ lengthened  in  form  of  a fugar  loaf,  was  in  a 
“ little  time  delivered,  and  the  flioulders  and 
“ body,  without  much  difficulty,  followed.  The 
funis  had  given  w’ay  at  its  infertion  into  the 
“ placenta,  appeared  beginning  to  putiify,  and 
“ had  two  faft  knots,  one  at  one,  and  the  other 
at  the  other  end  of  it ; which,  by  obflruc^ting 

“ the 
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“ tlie  circulation  through  the  chord,  mofl  pro- 
**  bably  occahoned  the  death  of  the  child : which 
“ appeared  to  have  been  dead  fome  days,  altho, 

**  during  the  labour,  there  was  no  other  fign 
“ of  its  death  than  the  puffy  emphyfcmatous 
“ touch  of  the  fcalp.  The  woman  flooded  very 
“ much  ; upon  which  I pafled  my  hand,  well 
“ lubricated,  through  the  vagina  into  the  uterus ; 
“ and  having  no  dire61Ion  from  iht  funis,  after 
“ removing  fome  coagula  of  blood  which  laid 
**  in  the  way,  I found  the  placenta  adhering  to 
“ the  fundus  uteri,  and  gently  endeavoured  to  fe- 
“ parate  it  with  my  fingers,  but  it  u’as  fo  very 
“ putrid  as  to  come  away  by  piece  meals  ; a very 
difagrecable  circumffance,  which  occalioned 
“ me  much  uneafinefs  ; how'ever,  by  this  means, 
“ I had  rcafon  to  believe  I had  entirely  emptied 
“ the  uterus,  as  th^  flooding  ceafed;  and  the  wo^ 
man  remained  pretty  well  till  the  third  day  after 
“ delivery,  when  fhe  was  fuddenly  feized  with  an 
“ immoderate  hcemorrhagt  from  the  uterus,  at- 
“ tended  with  a weak  pulfe,  feverifh  heat,  ina- 
“ bility  to  fpcak,  and  great  pain  in  the  hypo- 

“ chondriai 
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**  chthdria ; I was  much  alarmed  at  finding  fief: 
•*  ini  this  difagreeable  and  dangerous  hate,  and' 
“ the  more  fo,  as  I found  mvfelf  accufed  with. 
•*  not  having  delivered  the  whole  of  the  placenta*^ 
**  which  I began  to  fancy  might  indeed  be  the 
**  caufe  of  this  unexpeded  flux  ; but,  on  exami- 
**  nation,  the  uterus  was  found  free  from  any  re- 
**  maining  body,  I therefore  attributed  her  com- 
“ plaints  to  a laxity  brought  on  by  the  excefiive 
“ heat  of  the  room,  and  ordered  her  to  be  kept 
**  cooler ; to  obferve  an  incraflating  regimen,- 
and  to  take  a draught  of  Peruvian  decoBion, 
acidulated  with  elixir  of  vitriol^  every  five  hours, 
“ and  at  bed  time  preferibed  an  anodyne;  the  flux 
was  hereby  leflrained,  fhe  recovered  her  fpeech, 
“ was  weak  and  low  for  fome  days;  but  has,  at 
“ length,  recovered  without  any  other  bad  fympr 
“ tom  whatever* 

The  fecond  of  thefe  patients  had  likewifc 
previoufly  informed  me  of  her  condition ; that 
“ fire  had  borne  eleven  children,  and  was  turned 
“ of  forty,  and  had  never  had  one  labour  that 


w’as 
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**  was  not  attended  with  fome  particular  diffi- 
culty.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  iSth  of 
**  APRIL,  I received  a meffage  to  attend  her;  and 
**  after  waiting  forne  hours  before  fhe  had  anv 
**  thing  of  a pain  worth  noticing  ; I then  examined 
“ her,  and  found  the  os  tincce  but  little  dilated, 
“ callous  to  the  touch,  and  the  head  .of  the  child 
“ above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ; fhe  told  me  fhe  had 
**  had  flight  pains  at  intervals  for  fome  hours  be- 
**  fore  I was  fent  for,  and  that  the  waters  broke 
without  any  pain,  as  flic,  was  getting  into  bed 
“ the  preceding  night,  which.  I looked  upon  as 
**  an  unfavourable  circumflance : at  this  inftant 
receiving  a call,  in  great  hafte,  to  attend  ano- 
“ ther  woman,  I gave  her  twenty  drops’ o.f  the" 

V ■ 

• ^ 

“ tinSlura  tliebaica  in  a cup  of  tea,  and  left,  .her 

■ ■ -V  - 4 

“ for  the  prefent.  The  next  morning,  about  fix 
“ o’clock,  I was  again  fent  for  to  her,  and  in- 
formed,  that  if  1 did  not  make  ha  fie  flie  would 

T • ’*  • * ■ . 

• *1  ■ ■ 

“ be  delivered  before  I reached  the  houfe  : upon 
“ com.ing  to  her,  1 found  flie  had  had  very 
“ ftrong  pains  for.  tw’O  hours  pafl,  and  had 
flooded  fo  much,  that  Qic  w^as  very  weak  and 

“ faint; 
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faint;  which  was,  indeed,  too  plain,  by  the 
palenefs  of  her  counteance,  and  the  Jownefs 
“ of  her  pulfe:  I examined  her  dire£lly,  and 
the  foft  parts  being  completely  open,  was  aflo- 
“ nifhed  to  difcove  the  face  of  the  child  pre- 
Tenting,  with  the  chin  turned  to  the  Jacrumy  the 
“ forehead  to  the  pubesi  and  fomewhat  elevated; 
“ the  left  ear  to  the  right  iJehiuTUy  and  the  right 
ear  to  the  left  ijehiun?.  I had  fcarcely  made 
“ my  examination  when  fhe  was  taken,  which 
“ determined  me  to  deliver  her  with  the  forceps, 
“ and  was  juft  about  to  introduce  one  blad^ 
**  when  fhe  was  feized  with  convulfions,  which 
**  obliged,  me  to  defifl ; and  as  the  f^mptom* 
“ were  now  fo  extremely  urgent,  fearing  any' 
“ farther  delay  might  prove  fatal,  I refolved  to 
“ open  the  head;  and  placing  the  woman  a^ 
“ well  as  I could  on  her  back,  properly  fup- 
“ ported,  acrofs  the  bed,  although  the  attendants 
**  pronounced  her  a dead  woman,  I deliberately 
“ proceeded  to  perforate  the  os  frontis  with  the 
“ long  fcilfars,  and  then  employed  the  blunt 
“hook  for  the  extradion  of  the  brain;  which 

“ being 
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**  being  done,  I carefully  feparated  and  removed 
the  loofe  fliarp  pieces  of  bones^  that  no  part 
of  the  woman  might  be  lacerated  as  I ex- 
trailed  the  head  ; which  I firfl.  ftrove  to  do 
**  with  my  fingers  introduced  into  the  cavity  of 
**  the  cranium:  and  fecondly,  by  the  blunt  hook ; 

“ but  being  foiled  in  both  thefe  attempts,  I,  as 

; 

expeditioully  as  poffible,  applied  both  blades  of 
the  crotchets,  brought  their  handles  together, 
**  fecured  them,  and  made  the  extraction:  the 
Woman  being  the  whole  time  in  a fainting  fit, 
“ and  convulfed,  I immediately  after  delivered 
**  the  Jecundincs,  bound  ligatures  round  the  ex- 
“ tremities,  fqueezed  out  a fponge  foaked  iii 
“ brandy  wherein  roch  allum  had  been  dilTolvedj 
in  the  uterus\  fluffed  the  vagina  with  tow  dip- 
ped  in  oxycraU^  and  as  foon  as  poffible  got 
“ her  to  fwallow  half  a drachm  of  extraB  of 
“ bark  in  an  ounce  ^nd  a half  of  weak  cinnamon 
“ water,  which  I continued  every  three  hours 
“ through  the  whole  day ; during  which  time  I 
“ never  left  her:  in  the  evening  flie  took  a little 
broth,  and  (poke  fenfibly,  which  flae  had  not 

T “ done 
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done  before,  fincc  her  delivery  ; had  no  more 
“ fainting  fits,  nor  convulfions ; and,  by  the 
help  of  tonic  remedies,  is  now  in  a fair  way 
**  of  recovery. 

“the  third  cafe,  which  I beg  leave  to  trouble 
“ you  with,  happened  on  the  28th  of  aimul. 
“ The  patient  was  in  her  fiftieth  year,  and  had 
“ been  eight  and  forty  hours  attended  by  a mid- 
“ wife ; the  waters  were  evacuated  twelve  hours 
“ before  I came  to  her;  fhe  was  grown  faint 
“ and  weak,  her  pains  had  relaxed  ten  hours, 
“ and  were  now  fo  entirely  gone  off,  that  the 
“ powers  of  nature  were,  apparently,  infufficient 
“ to  expel  the  child.  On  examination,  I found 
“ the  os  tincce  largely  dilated,  ih.^  vertex  advanced 
“ low  in  iht  pelvis,  and  confined  *by  the  left  os 
“ ijchiim\  as  there  was  no  profpe61  of  advantage 
“ to  be  gained  by  delay,  after  ordering  an  emol- 
“ lient  clyher  to  empty  the  rectum  of  its  con- 
* Meats,  I determined  upon  delivering  her  wdth 
“the  forceps;  and  placing  her  in  a conve- 
“ nient  pofition,  after  lubricating  the  perincewn 

“ and 
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**  and  vagina,  I proceeded  to  gently  flretch  the 
“ parts,  by  paffing  my  hand  carefully  up  by  the 
“ child's  head  ; within  (ide  this  hand,  I with  the 
other  guided  one  blade,  and  in  the  fame  flow 

ft 

**  and  cautious  manner,  in  a little  time,  intro- 
duced  the  other,  then  locked  them,  and  in  the 
“ extra<flion  imitated  in  my  operation  the  natural 

V 

“ progreflfion  of  the  labour  pains;  by  that  means 
“ difengaging  the  head  from  its  confinement  at 
“ the  ijehium,  turning  the  forehead  into  the  hol^ 
“ low  of  the  Jacrum,  and  gently  bringing  out 
the  occiput  from  under  the  pubes ; the  perinccum 
**  was  properly  guarded,  and  I met  with  no  far- 
ther  difficulty.  The  child  appeared  to  have 
“ been  dead  forae  hours.  Query,  Is  it  not  pro- 
“ bable,  that  the  life  of  the  child  might  have 
been  faved  could  it  have  received  a like  aflift- 
“ ance  fome  hours  fooner  ? On  the  fourth  day 
“ after  delivery,  the /ocAza  were  obftrufled  by  avio- 
**  lent  diarrhoea,  which  had  attacked  the  patient  on 
“ the  preceding  day,  and  weakened  her  fo  much, 
“ that  fhe  fpoke  with  difficulty,  and  fcarcely 
breathed;  fhe  had  cold,  clammy  fweats,  and 

T 2 


was 


C 204  ] 

**  was  delirious,  fo  that  her  neighbour  pro- 
**  nounced  her  at  the  laft  extremity.  I applied 
“ a large  galbanum  plaifler  over  the  whole  abdo^ 
**  men,  and  gave  her  inwardly,  as  a deobllrucnt, 
**  a folution  of  ajafcetida,  in  fmall  cinnamon  and 
penny-royal  water,  and  caufed  to  be  injc£led 
**  every  four  hours,  a clyller  of  rice  water  and 
**  elt6luarium  t Jcordio\  by  which  treatment,  the 
next  morning  the  lochia  appeared  afrefh,  the 
“ diarrhoea  abated,  the  delirium  went  off,  and, 
**  except  weaknefs,  a nervous  tremor  and  link- 
“ ing,  (to  which,  I am  informed,  when  at  the 
“ beft,  (he  is  fubjc£l)  fhe  is  now  in  a fairer 
way  of  recovery,  than  ever  could  have  been 
imagined.’’ 


THE 
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THE  ANSWER. 

**  DEAR  SIR, 

**  I A M extremely  pleafed  you  go  on 
“ fuccefsfully  in  midwifery;  and  have  no  reafon 
**  to  doubt  of  its  continuance,  if  you  proceed 
**  with  the  fame  care  and  circumfpeflion,  as  in 
•*  the  cafes  mentioned ; which  are,  indeed,  curi- 
*■  ous,  and  well  worthy  being  inferted  in  any 
colledion.  In  your  firft  cafe,  the  chief  diffi- 
“ culty  feemed  to  accrue  from  the  large  Cze  of 
“ the  head ; deliveries  are  generally  mo  ft  happy, 
*■  when  the  head  is  proportionable  to  the  pelvis. 
“ In  the  fecondcafe,  where  the  face  prefented,  I 
“ fhould  be  glad  to  know  if  you  found  it  eafy 
**  to  perforate  the  csfrontis:  and,  if  you  found 
U the  fontanellCf  and  where,  and  the  chin,  8cc, 

T 3 *twit 
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**  ’twas  a cafe  of  much  extremity,  and  required 
*■  great  fortitude.  The  face  prefenting,  on  ac* 
**  count  of  the  uneafy  accefs  to  the  cranium^  muft 
**  make  a mofl.  uncommon  and  difficult  crotchet 
“ cafe.  You  certainly  a£led  right,  in  not  ufing 
**  the  forceps  on  this  occafion;  as  the  flimuluspro- 
**  duced  by  them,  would  have  been  liable  to  increafe 
**  the  pain  and  fits.  In  the  third  cafe,  the  wa- 
ters  were  only  evacuated  twelve  hours,  which 
you  knov/,  is  not  a long  tirne;  what  went  be- 
“ fore  ferving  chiefly  to  open  the  os  iinc(t,  8cc. 
**  You  mention  the  vertex  being  low  here;  I beg 
“ you’ll  recolle6l  whether  you  felt  the  ear,  and 
“ where;  as  by  its  relation  to  thtpuhes  and  ijehiat 
the  head’s  fituation  is  determined  with  certainty ; 
**  what  reafons  could  you  have  for  believing  the 
child  to  have  been  dead  fome  hours?  I ap- 
“ prove  of  your  delivering  the  patient  with  the 
forceps:  but,  whether,  or  no,  you  could  have 
**  faved  the  child  by  operating  fooner,  regards  a 

t. 

“ part  of  MIDWIFERY,  not  yet  cleared  up  with 
certainty ; therefore,  I defire  this  may  be  the 
objeft  of  your  confideration,  when  called  to 

y laborious 


laborious  caTes,  i.  e.  to  find  out,  if  nature 
**  fuccceds  oftener  in  delivering  children  aliv^e, 
“ than  we  do  with  the  forceps,  e.  g,  two  wo- 
“ men  conRru61ed  alike,  and  agreeing  entirely 
“ in  their  labours ; the  head  of  the  child  en- 
“ gaged  in  each  fifteen  or  twenty  hours  ; the  one 
“ delivered  of  a living  child  with  the  forceps, 
**  the  other  of  a dead  one  by  nature;  in  this 
“ cafe,  the  forceps  feems  to  have  the  preference; 

a few  cafes,  relating  to  this  affair,  accurately 
“ related,  might  be  of  ufe.  In  the  firft  cafe,  I 
fliould  be  glad  to  know  if  the  Jur/fs  was  ffiort ; 
and  remain,  &c.” 


MY  REPLY. 


DEAR  SIR, 


♦‘AN  the  fecond  cafe,  I met  with 
*♦  little  difihculty  in  perforating  the  osfrontis,  but 


In 
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was  obliged  to  ufe  fomc  ftrength  in  opening 
“ the  fciffars  when  introduced  up  to  their  reft.— 
I did  not  difcover  fontancllct  the  chin  was  to 
the  Jacrum:  in  regard  to  the  flooding  of  this 
**  patient,  I muft  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  that 
“ part  of  my  letter  which  relates  to  her  cafe,  and 
“ it  will  appear,  that  the  violence  of  the  flood- 
“ ing,  previous  to  her  delivery,  was  the  principal 
“ caufe  of  all  the  bad  fymptoms  which  the  pa- 
**  ticnt  then  laboured  under.  I fhould  have  told 
“ you  in  this  cafe,  that  upon  evacuating  the 
**  uterus,  the  hemorrhage  continued,  which  fo 
much  added  to  the  emergency  of  the  cafe,  as 
“ to  induce  me,  by  all  poffible  means,-  to  re- 
**  ftrain  the  flux.  In  the  third  cafe,  twelve 
hours,  I muft  confefs,  was  no  very  long  time 
for  the  evacuation  of  the  waters ; but  then,  if 
“ if  you  pleafe  to  remember,  how  little  could 
**  be  expelled  from  the  pains : and  add  to  this, 
**  the  excelTive  fatigue  which  fhe  had  undergone 
**  from  the  length  of  her  labour ; I prefume  you 
“ will  readily  grant  the  propriety  of  the  extraor- 
dinary  afliftance  I had  recourfe  to:  in  tin's 

“ cafe, 
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cafe,  one  car  was  to  the  puhes,  and  the  othef^  - 
to  the  Jacrum,  with  the  forehead  to  the  right 
i*  ijehium.  My  reafons  for  thinking  the  child  dead 
were  fubflantially  thefe  : an  evacuation  of  ill- 
fmelling  meconium  from  the  uterus ; an  un» 
common  laxity  of  the  bones  of  the  head,  and 
“ a feparation  of  the  culick ; befides  a univerfal 
lividity  of  the  whole  body  when  delivered. 
Now  fliould  it  be  granted,  that  the  child  was 
alive  ten  hours  before  I came  in,  and  had 
been  dead  but  eight  of  that  time,  it  may  rea^ 

**  fpnably  follow,  that  if  my  affiftance  had  been 
given  eight  hours  fooner,  as  the  circum- 
fiance  of  the  cafe  would  then  have  equally  in- 
M duced  me  to  employ  the  forceps,  the  child 
**  would,  at  lead,  have  had  a better  chance  of 
“ being  faved.  You  may  depend  on  my  making 
“ the  fubje£l  you  propofed  the  objeft  of  my  coui^ 

M fideration.  The  funis  in  the  firfl  cafe  mca- 
fured  exa£lly  thirteen  inches. 


‘ I am,  &c.” 
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THIS  was  the  fabflance  of  my  anfvver  to  the 
Do^lor  s Queries ; with  which  he  was  pleafed  by 
letter  to  expiefs  his  entire  fatisfa6Hon.  — When 
the  head  is  enlarged,  and  the  difficulty  as  in 
the  firfl  of  the  above  three  cafes  aiifes  from  this 
caufe;  it  may  be  reckoned  a fortunate  circum- 
flance,  that  the  pains  are  eventually  fufficient  to 
effe^l  the  entire  defeent  of  the  head,  without  the 
affifiance  of  art.  Much  of  the  delay,  in  this 
cafe,  might  alfo  proceed  from  the  fhortnefs  of 
the  funis. — Dr.  burton  obferves,  that  a bad 
formation,  or  corruption  of  the  umbilical  chords 
may  either  kill  the  child,  by  not  conveying  the 
nourifhment  to  it,  or  may  feparate  the  placenta 
from  the  uterus,  by  being  too  fliort,  as  men-s 
tioned  by  m.  littre,  A61,  Erud,  Lipf.  Ann. 
1706.  where  it  was  not  above  half  its  ufual 
length:  and  mauriceau,  obf.  301.  affirms  to 
have  found  one  fo  fhort  (un  Tiers  d’aune)  that 
the  child  could  not  be  brought  forth  without 
bringing  the  after-birth  at  the  fame  time.  The 
fame  cafe  he  met  with  foon  after,  obf.  406.  but 
in  this  lafi,  the  chord  was  alfo  as  thick  as  the 

child's 
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child’s  arm,  whofe  belly  was  quite  flat  and  emp- 
ty : again,  obf.  549.  he  delivered  another  per- 
fon,  where  the  umbilical  chord  was  not  above  one 
third  of  the  ufual  length:  and  obf.  612.  another 
had  only  half  the  right  length:  and  likewife, 
obf.  640,  one,  whofe  chord  was  only  half  a foot ; 
and  he  obferved,  this  ftiortnefs  alw^ays  occafioned 
violent  pains  to  the  mother  (as  in  obf.  662.  & 
687.)  by  the  length  of  a tedious  birth.  It  rarely 
happens  that  the  funis  is  knotted,  as  was  the  cafe 
here,  ruysch,  obf.  11.  mentions  an  inflance 
of  a foetus  being  killed  by  knots  on  the  navel- 
firing.  Mr,  petit  Hill,  Mem,  de  I’Acad.  des 
Sciences,  1718.  relates  a cafe;  where  “ the  na- 
vel firing  of  a human  fxtus  was  fhewn,  which 
had  a knot  in  its  middle,  and  the  marks  of  the 
parts  that  formed  the  knots  could  be  obferved ; 
which  proves,  that  the  knot  had  been  made  long 
before  the  woman’s  delivery” ; but,  as,  he  docs 
not  fay,  whether  the  child  was  alive  or  dead— 
the  danger  which  children  are  expofed  to,  when 
the  umbilical  chord  is  prefled,  or  the  circulation 
intercepted  by  knots  on  the  funis,  is  equally  ma- 

nifeft 
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nifeft  as  before. — Dr.  smellie,  vol.  il.  p.  335. 
mentions  the  death  of  a foetus,  from  a tight  drawn 
knot  on  the  middle  of  the  funis:  he  likewifc 
fpeaks  of  delivering  a live  child,  where  there  was 
a loofe  knot  on  the  funis : an^  gives  a cafe,  in 
which  i\it  funis,  being  nine  hands  breadth  long, 
had  a loofe  knot  on  it,  and  was  twilled  round  the 
neck  of  the  child,  which  was  dead  ; but  does  not 
impute  its  death  to  the  knot  or  circumvolution, 
but  to  the  nature  of  the  labour ; which  was  very 
lingering,  the  head  being  fqueezed  to  a great 
length,  and  the  brain  too.  long  comprelfed  in /a 
narrow  pelvis^  — dionis  produces  two  inftances 
of  labours  being  protra6led  by  the  bignefs  of  the 
head;  in  both  of  which  attempts  were  made  to 
put  back  the  child,  turn  it,  and  bring  it  by  the 
feet:  but  after  the  bodies  of  the  children  werq 
fetched  away,  the  heads,  he  fays,  remained  be- 
hind in  the  womb,  and  could  not  be  extraSed 
but  with  the  greateft  violence,  which  occafioned 
the  death  of  both.  He  further  recommends  pa- 
tience in  thefe  cafes ; cautions  againft  the  ufe  of 
inftruments,  till  there  are  certain  figns  of  the 
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child’s  death ; and  gives  a particular  account  of 
a labour  of  this  kind  which  happened  at  Ver- 
sailles.— GiFFARD  has  publifhed  no  lefs  than 
fixty-eight  cafes : in  all  which,  the  deliveries  were 
retarded,  either  from  the  bulk,  or  bad  pofition  of 
the  head : of  this  number,  we  find  three  women 
delivered  of  live  children  by  the  force  of  the 
natural  pains  ; fix  delivered,  where  the  head  was 
fmall,  or  the  pelvis  fufficiently  capacious,  one 
of  whom  only  had  a dead  child:  and  fifty-nine 
were  delivered  by  his  extrador,  forty-nine  of 
which  had  live  children  — la  motte,  in  obf. 
1 23.  & 24a,  gives  two  cafes  of  the  extraordinary 
fize  of  the  head ; in  both  which  he  turned  the- 
child,  and  with  great  difficulty  delivered  the 
child:  in  obf.  245.  he  met  with  a cafe,  where 
the  fize  of  the  head  was  fo  great  that  he  was 
obliged  to  deliver:  obf.  247.  Sc  248.  contain 
tw^o  inftances,  where  the  head  was  locked  in  the 
palTage,  and  required  lefiening ; notwithflanding 
which,  we  find  the  fame  author  advifmg,  as  the 
bed  and  fureft  way,  in  the  extreme  bignefs  of  the 
head,  to  pafs  the  hand  into  the  uterus  by  the 
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fide  of  the  head,  and  bring  out  the  feet ; which 
is  the  more  furprizing,  when  immediately  after, 
in  obf.  312.  we  find  the  difficulty  which  accrued 
to  him ; though  he  happened  to  be  more  fuccefs-* 
ful  in  this  practice  in  obf.  313*  Vide  smellie, 
vol.  ii.  coll.  27.  cafes  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  & 6. — ould^ 
is  of  opinion,  that  if  the  expulfion  be  impeded  by 
the  difproportion  of  the  fize  in  the  head  and 
vist  die  mother’s  weaknefs,  and  not  from  any 
diftortion  in  the  form : and,  if  there  be  any  rea- 
fon  to  imagine,  that  the  child  is  living;  or,  ra- 
ther, if  there  be  any  certainty  of  its  death  ; in 
this  cafe,  he  recommends  the  forceps,  gives 
fome  hints  us  to  the  choice  of  them,  and  direc- 
tions as  to  their  ufe.  Vide  pugh,  chap,  xi*  and 
ASTRUC,  chap,  ii.  Turning  the  child,  to  deli^ 
ver  it  by  the  feet,  is  in  this  cafe  often  difficult 
and  dangerous,  and  feldom  advifeable, 

» 

DR.  SMELLIE,  vol.  ill.  coll.  31.  and  cafe  2.  ex- 
hibits an  extraordinary  infiance  of  a face  pre- 
fentation;  feveral  trials  were  ineffedfually  made 
to  bring  the  child  footling;  the  forceps  were  alfo 
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tried  In  vain,  and  an  endeavour  was  made' to 
open  with  the  feifTars  at  the  os  fro?itis,  which 
prefented  at  the  pubis ; but  the  bones  were  fo 
thick,  that  he  could  not  make  an  opening  fuf- 
ficient  to  allow  a difeharge  of  the  cerebrum : all 
thefe  different  methods  failing,  he  introduced 
the  two  curved  crotchets,  one  on  each  fjde, 
which  tore  open  the  bones  of  the  cranium  ; then 
the  contents  were  evacuated,  the  head  was  dimi- 
niflied,  the  foetus  was  delivered,  and  the  woman, 
he  fays,  afterwards  recovered,  as  if  no  fuch  dif- 
ficulty had  happened.  Another  delivery  of  the 
fame  kind,  in  which  the  face  prefented,  and  the 
child,  like  the  former,  was  delivered  by  the 
crotchet,  follows  in  cafe  12.  And  cafe  2^.  in  a 
letter  £0  the  Do6lor,  from  mr.  n.  dated  essex,i  752. 
^ve  are  told,  that  the'  face  prefented  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  pelvis,  the  forehead  to  the  right  if- 
chium.,  and  the  membranes  had  been  broke  feve- 
ral  hours  before  his  arrival ; he  iu  vain  endea- 
voured  to  brmg  the  child  footling,  unfuccefsfully 
tried  the  forceps,  and,  as  he  could  not  perforate 
Ifhe  bones  of  the  face  and  forehead,  to  make  an 

opening 
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opening  through  the  parts,  he  introduced  i 
crotchet  above  the  temporal  bone,  and  at  length, 
after  fix  hours  fatigue,  in  trying  thefe  different 
ways,  he  delivered  the  patient.  Vide  la  mottE, 
obf.  115*  8c  II 6*  In  reference  to  the  third  cafe 
prefented  to  dr.  MACKEN5iiE  in  my  lad  letter,  I 
fliall  quote  chapman,  cafe  16.  in  which  the 
child  came  right,  the  head  was  far  advanced  and 
low  in  the  vagina ; the  pains  beginning  to  abate, 
and  the  woman  being  much  weakened  and  fa- 
tigued, he  introduced  the  forceps,  and  fafely 
delivered  the  patient.  For  laborious  cafes,  when 
the  vertex  prefents,  and  the  child's  head  is  low 
in  tht  pelvis.  Vide  dr.  smelue,  vol.  ii.  coll.  24. 
cafes  1,  2,  Sc  and  for  laborious  cafes,  when 
the  head  of  the  child  is  low  in  the  pelvis^  and 
delivered  with  the  forceps,  vide  coll.  25,  of  the 
fame  vol.  cafes  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  & 7.  And  for 
laborious  cafes  of  women,  delivered  by  the  for- 
ceps, the  vertex  prefenting  the  ear  to  the  puhis^ 
yol.ii,  coll. .29.  cafes  i,  2,  3,  4, 5,6,  7,  Sc  8. 
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CASE  XXXIV. 

In  the  morning  of  the  fecond  of  January, 
1766.  I was  called  to  a woman  in  labour,  who 
had  been  attended  by  a midwife,  during  the  two 
preceding  days  and  nights  • the  pains  were  good 
and  ftrong,  and  the  os  uteri  compleatly  dilated, 
with  the  membranes  entire,  but  they  broke  in  time 
of  a pain  foon  after  I came  in ; the  waters  were  eva^* 
cuated,  and  the  face  defeended  low  down  into 
the  pdviSy  with  the  chin  to  the  pubis:  finding 
this  the  fituation,  and  that  the  head,  notwith- 
Handing  the  pains,  did  not  advance,  I pafled  my 
hand  cautioufly  into  the  pelvis^  and  in  the  remif- 
fion  of  them  raifed  up  the  head  of  the  child, 
fo  as  to  be  able  to  pulh  the  Ihoulders  above  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis;  by  which  means,  I was  fo 
lucky  as  to  alter  the  pofition  of  the  face,  and 
bring  the  fontanelle  to  prefent  with  the  face  to  the 
pubes;  and  the  child  was  foon  after  born  alive, 
’vithout  any  further  trouble. 
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CASE  XXXV. 

A YPUNG  wean.  wUH  he.  H.a 

$ 

child,  was  taken  in  labour  the  third  of  august, 
1769.  file  had  been  attended  by  a midwife  for 
many  hours  before  my  arrival;  who  informed 
me,  that  the  child’s  breech  prefented,  and  that 
with  her  utmoft  endeavours,  fhe  could  not  make 
way  for  it ; the  pains  were  ftill  pretty  good,  but 
the  waters  had  elapfed  the  day  before.  The  face, 
from  its  confined  fituation,  and  the  rough  hand- 
ling of  the  midwife,  was  fo  exceedingly  tumified, 
that  it  was  hard  to  diflinguifli  it ; but  after  fome 
time  I difeovered  the  chin  to  the  Jacrum  : I en- 
deavoured to  change  the  pofition  of  the  face,  and 
bring  down  the  vertex  with  the  face  to  the  Ja^ 
crum\  but  it  was  in  vain:  and  as  the  fymptoms 
were  not  very  preffing,  I was  unwilling  to  em- 

ploy 
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ploy  the  forceps ; I therefore  encouraged  and 
Ihpported  the  patient,  and  waited  the  iffuc  with 
patience,  which  proved  fortunate ; for,  in  about 
four  hours,  the  expulfion  was  effecdcd  by  nature, 
and  the  child  born  alive ; but,  never  in  my  life, 
had  I feeii  an  infant  fo  frightfully  disfigured:  the 
face  was  horridly  black,  and  much  fwelled;  the 
eyelids  inflated,  fcratched,  and  torn;  the  eyes 
themfelves  bloodfhot,  inflamed,  and  fo  protube- 
rant, as  to  appear  ready  to  bolt  out  of  their 
fockets;  the  noflrils  wide  enough  diftended  to 
admit  the  tip  of  a finger ; the  upper  lip  fwollen,  and 
puffed  up ; and  the  lower  lip  torn,  and  hanging 
down  on  the  chin  : all  which  ferved  as  an  evincing 
proof  of  the  extreme  ignorance,  and  rough  and  in- 
jurious treatment  of  the  w’oman  midwife  ; for  there 
is  not  a cafe  in  midwifery,  which  requires  more 
gentle  and  tender  touching,  than  a face  prefenta- 
tion:  I made  a future  on  the  lacerated  parts,  and 
by  embrocations  and  warm  cataplafms,  in  a few 
days  brought  the  poor  child  to  a nearer  refem- 
blance  of  the  human  figure ; but  the  eyes,  to  this 
day,  retain  the  appearance  of  an  unnatural  pro- 
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jc(^ion,  MAURiCEAu  prcfents  us  wldi  a dmilar 
prefentation ; where  the  child's  face,  when  born, 
was  fo  black,  and  mif-fhapen,  that,  he  fays,  it 
looked  like  a black-a- moor ; and,  as  foon  as  the 
mother  faw  it,  fhe  told  him,  that  file  always 
feared  her  child  would  be  fo  monhrous ; be- 
caufe,  when  (lie  was  young  with  child  of  it,  fhe 
fixed  her  looks  very  much  upon  a black-a-moor 
belonging  to  the  duke  of  guise,  who  always 
kept  feverai  of  them ; wherefore,  flie  \vifhed 
that,  or,  at  leafl,  cared  not,  though  it  died,  ra- 
ther to  behold  a child  fo  disfigured,  as  it  then  ap- 
peared; but  file  foon  changed  her  mind,  when 
he  fatisfied  her,  that  this  blacknefs  was  only, 
becaufc  it  came  faceling,  and,  that  in  time,  it 
would  wear  away ; which  it  accordingly  did. — 
In  PORTAL,  obf.  27.  we  meet  with  a face  prefen- 
tation, in  which  the  woman  was  delivered  by 
the  labour  pains:  and  in  obf.  32.  the  delivery  of 
*a  monflrous  child,  with  the  lace  foreinofl ; which 
he  accomplifhed  with  much  difficulty,  by  means 
of  a firing,  conveyed  by  his  fingers,  and  fixed 
below  the  chin,  gijfard  deferibes  a delivery, 

where 
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where  the  face  prefented  firft;  it  was  funk 
low  in  the  pelvis^  and  the  birth  was  effe61ed  by 
the  throes  of  the  woman ; an  eligible  concluhon, 
and  which  it  will  be  ever  bed;  to  fubmit  to  in 
face  cafes,  (which  of  all  laborious  births,  are 
generally  the  mofl  troublefome  and  dangerous) 
than  to  have  early  rccourfe  to  the  application  of 
inflruments ; an  affidance,  from  which  the  judi- 
cious praditioner  will  ever  recede,  fo  long  as 
nature  can  conveniently  be  truded. — It  will  alfo 
be  found  both  didicult  and  dangerous  to  attempt 

t 

the  bringing  down  the  vertex^  or  by  turning  the 
child,  deliver  it  by  the  feet.  — dav enter,  chap.' 
37.  difplays  the  manual  treatment  of  infants 
coming  into  the  paflage  with  their  faces  forward, 
and  makes  a difference  in  the  management  of 
an  infant  odering  its  face  fird  in  a womb  rightly 
feated,  and  in  one  that  is  oblique ; a didindion, 
by  the  bye,  founded  rather  in  theory  than  prac- 
tice ; but  the  obliquity  of  the  womb  is  found  one 
of  th^  mod  favourite  topics  of  that  refpedable 
writer. 
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CASE  XXXVI. 

A LADY,  of  naturally  a weak  and  tender 

conflitution,  was  taken  in  labour  of  her  fecond 

child  ihe  19th  of  may,  1769.  (fix  weeks  before 

the  time  fhe  expelled)  with  her  firft  child ; fhe  had 

been  attended  by  a midwife,  who  was  again  fent 

for;  and  after  having  waited  a day  and  a night, 

and  finding  the  labour  flow  in  its  progrefs,  the 

relations  uneafy  and  diflatisfied^  and  the  patient 

difheartened,  and  extremely  low  and  weak,  I 

was  applied  to  in  the  afternoon  of  the  next 

« 

day ; the  membranes  I found  were  entire, 
the  head  fituated  high  in  the  pelvis,  and  the  os 
uteri  fuflicicntly  dilated ; file  had  a fmall  pain, 
in  which  the  membranes  broke,  and  the  head  of 

the  child,  with  the  face  foremofl,  defeended  into 

« 
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the  middle  of  the  pelvis ; after  which,  for  near 
an  hour,  no  -other  pain  followed,  and  the 
^ weaknefs  of  the  patient  feemed  much  to  increafe : 
in  this  fitiiation,  could  I have  thought  that  the 
pains  would  have  come  on  forcibly  enough  to 
have  given  the  a chance  of  expullion,  I 

fhould  have  done  riffht  to  have  trufted  it  to  na- 
ture,  or  to  have  endeavoured  to  reduce  it  to  a 
vertex  cafe ; but  the  extreme  weaknefs  of  the 
patient  induced  me  to  puOi  up  the  head,  and 
fearch  for  the  feet,  which  I found  doubled  upon 
the  cheft  of  the  child,  and  taking  hold  of  them 
delivered  the  legs,  and  the  pelvis  being  well 
formed,  and  the  child  not  large,  the  body  and 
head  followed,  without  much  trouble ; the  child 
was  weak,  and  lived  only-  two  days  ; but  by 
preferibing  to  the  mother,  remedies  to  revive  her 
exhaufled  drength  and  fpirits,  flie  recovered  in  a 
much  fhorter  time  than  might  have  been  ex- 
pe£led.  My  fuccefs  in  this  delivery,  may  rea- 
for<ably  be  attributed  both  to  the  fmall  fize  of  the 
child’s  head  and  body,  the  happy  formation  of 
the  pelvis^  and  the  retention  of  part  of  the 
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CASE  XXXVII. 

T 

A WAS  fent  for  on  the  6th.  of  march,  1771, 

by  a midwife,  to  a ftrong,  hearty  woman,  who, 

« 

by  a fright,  had  her  labour  brought  on  fooncr 
than  file  expelled  by  two  months  ; fhe  had  been 
long,  and  was,  at  times,  much  convulfed.  On 
examination,  1 found  the  os  tinea  widely  dilated, 
the  membranes  found  and  entire,  and  the  head 
of  the  child  loofe,  above  the  brim  of  ihtpdvis; 
after  waiting  fome  time,  and  finding  the  convul- 

fions  increafe,  and  little  or  no  pain,  I ruptured 

* 

the  membranes,  and  found  the  face  prefent  a lit- 
tle below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis^  in  rather  a late- 
ral direction,  wiih  the  chin  to  the  puhis.  I had 
her  placed  on  her  back,  and  pufhing  up  the  head 
to  the  fundus  uteri,  I cautioufly  brought  down 
the  legs,  and  delivered  her,  with  little  difficulty, 

of 
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of  a live  child;  the  fits  ceafed  foon  after  the 
delivery,  and,  notwithflanding  the  woman  was 
reftorcd  to  her  former  health,  without  any  parti- 
cular incoiiveniency  from  her  lying-in : in  two 
deliveries  fince  flie  has,  in  time  of  labour,  been 
fubjecl  to  convulfions,  which  have  gone  off  foon 
after  the  appearance  of  the  lochia.  Although  I 
was  fuccefsful  in  the  two  preceding  deliveries,  I 
am  very  far  from  recommending  turning  in  face 
cafes ; the  propriety  of  which,  as  I have  ob- 
ferved  in  cafe  35.  can  be  but  feldora  jufli- 
fied;  and  much  difficulty  and  danger  will 
often  accrue  from  extra£ling  the  head  after  the 
body  is  delivered;  which  is  obvious  in  the 
following  examples  from  dr.  smellie;  who,  in 
coll.  54,  no  2.  cafe  vi.  has  given  a face  prefen- 
tation,  with  the  chin  to  the  right  fide  of  the  pel- 
I vis ; the  waters,  in  this  cafe,  had  been  difeharged 
I many  hours ; the  patient  grew  weak  and  fainted, 
j and  he  endeavoured  to  deliver  her,  by  bringing 
I the  child  footling;  but,  as  it  was  very  large,  he 
I could  not  bring  out  the  head,  without  the  greatefl 
I difficulty:  cafe  vii.  is  alfo  a face  prefentation, 
i with  the  forehead  above  the  fhibis,  and  the  chin 
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iorccd  down  to  the  concave  ' a t of  tlie  Jacrumi 

by  ufing  great  force  the  head  vvas  puQied  up  to 

t\\t  funduii  uteri,  the  legs  were  brought  down,  and 

the  child  delivered  as  in  the  foiiner  cafe  ; the 

face  was  livid,  and  c^xceUively  fwelled,  but  ihefe 

went  off » in  a few  days.  Coll.  35.  cafe  ix.  he 

men  ions  the  face  prefenting ; the  child  brought 

footliwg^;  the  abdomen  fwelled,  and  opened  with 

» 

the  feiffars  ; the  hips  pulled  from  the  body,  and 
this  Jail  delivered  widi  the  crotchets : again,  ia 
cafe  X.  of  the  fame  colle<hion,  the  face  prefented, 
the  woman  w^as  exhaufled  by  floodings,  the  os 
uteri  w^as  fnipped  with  the  fcilTars,  and  the  child 
brought  footling  ; the  woman  died  on  the  fourth 
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CASE  XXXVIII. 

n 

V_>^ N AUGUST  the  29th,  1772.  in  the  evening,  I 
was  called  to  a woman  who  had  been  in  labour 
feveral  days,  and  was  attended  by  a midwife; 
who  not  knowing  the  true  htuation  of  the  child, 
and  finding  it  could  not  be  protruded  by  the 
force  of  the  natural  pains,  at  length,  relu£lantly 
confented  to  afk  for  further  affillance ; I found 
the  face  prefenting,  with  the  head  fo  firmly 
locked  in  the  pelvis^  with  the  chin  ; however,  for- 
tunately below  the  publs^  that  it  was  needlefs  to 
ufe  any  force,  or  endeavour  to  alter  its  pofition; 
the  waters  had  broke  three  davs  before,  fince 
which  the  pains  had  been  very  fharp  and  fevere, 
but  were  now  wholly  abated,  and  the  patient  was  be- 
come very  weak,  faint,  and  much  exhaufled.  Upon 
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enquiry,  I found  fhe  had  had  rlo  flool  for  the  lafl 
two  days  of  hei  labour:  an  emollient  clyfler,  to 
empty  the  re£lum  of  its  contents,  was  therefore 
advifed : foon  ah er  the  operation  of  which,  the 
forceps  was  the  inflrument  I wifiied  to  ufe  ; but 
the  head  was  fo  clofcly  wedged  into  iht  pelvis,  that 
/ I feared  the  woman  might  be  much  bruifedor  torn 
by  the  application  of  them  ; but  the  fhock  and  ap- 

f 

prehenficn  which  1 felt  at  the  thoughts  of  opening 
the  head  of  the  child  ; more" particularly,  as  no 
evident  marks  of  its  death  had  appeared,  over- 
balanced all  confiderations  to  the  contrary,  and 
' refolved  me  on  the  expedient,  to  perform  the 
extraction  of  the  child,  if  poffible,  in  the  beft 
manner  I could  by  their  help:  the  patient  being, 
therefore,  placed  in  a convenient  manner,  it  was 
the  moA  arduous  tafk  I ever  experienced  of  the 
kind,  lo  introduce  the  blades  over  the  ear  of  the 
child  ; w'hich  being  done,  the  handles  were  not 
locked,  and  lecuied,  without  much  difficulty; 
and  vvhilR  one  hand  was  employed  in  prote£ling 
the  perinceum,  by  flow  and  gentle  degrees,  the 
head  was  deliYered  with  the  other;  but  not  in 

lefs 
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lefs  than  half  an  hour,  from  the  complete  appli- 
cation of  the  forceps;  the  head  being  delivered, 
much  obflrudion  accrued  from  the  breadth  of  the 
flioulders,  which  were  not  brought  along,  till  I 
had  palTed  a finger  on  each  fide,  as  far  as  the 
axilla  \ and,  even  then,  was  obliged  to  ufe  much 
pulling  force  before  I could  thoroughly  gain  my 
point:  all  thefe  dangers  and  difficulties  were, 
however,  amply  compenfated ; for,  by  the  confi- 
deration  of  having  faved  the  poor  infant.which  was 
born  alive,  with  the  face  and  head  exceedingly 
black  and  tumified;  but  by  fuffeiing  it  to  bleed 
freely  from  the  divided  funis  before  it  was  tied,  and 
proper  topical  applications  to  the  parts  affe6led, 
the  tumour  was  difperfed,  the  blacknefs  went  off, 
and  both  woman  and  child  had  a good  recovery. 
I meafured  the  length  of  the  child’s  face,  from 
chin  to  forehead,  which  was  fix  inches  and  three 
quarters ; and  the  breadth  of  the  body,  at  the 
flioulders,  was  nine  inches  and  a quarter. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXXIX. 


Mrs.  B.  WAS  taken  in  labour  of  her  firft 
child  in  the  morning  of  November  the  fixth, 
1775.  and  foon  after,  a midwife,  to  whom  fhc 
had  previoufly  fpoke,  was  fent  for ; but  being 
from  home  another  was  fought  for,  and  procured, 
but  not  till  late  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  ; 
through  the  latter  part  of  which  the  woman  had 
made  violent  efforts,  which  hill  continued,  and 
the  midwife  promifed  to  complete  the  bulinefs  in 
a very  little  time;  but  after  waiting  till  fix  the 
next  morning,  and  the  expeffations  of  the  wo- 
man and  attendants  being  difappointed,  and  a 
general  uneafinefs  then  prevailing,  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  fend  for  me : and  extremely  furpri- 
zed  I was  at  the  pofition  in  which  I found  the 

patient, 
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patient,  who  was  featcd  high  upon  the  bed  dou- 
bled, with  one  leg  over  the  back  of  one  chair, 
and  the  other  over  the  back  of  another  : the 
midwife  was  feated  between  her  ic'gs,  and  allu- 
red me  fhe  had  been  working  many  hours,  to 
get  the  child  along,  but  to  no  purpofe;  her  ig- 
norance prevented  the  reprehenfion  flie  deferved, 
and  without  altering  the  woman  s poflurc,  on 
examination,  I found  the  face  prefenting,  with 
the  chin  to  the  hde  of  the  pelvis,  pretty  low 
down,  and  very  much  fwelied.  Tlie  delivery 
had  been  fufficiently  left  to  the  labour  pains, 
which  w^ere  now  growm  confiderably  weaker,  and 
the  patient  was  very  much  exhaufled,  wept,  and 
begged  to  be  delivered:  upon  which,  faltered 
her  poflure,  defired  that  fhe  might  lie  on  her 
fide,  and,  without  much  difhculty,  in  that  fitua- 
i tion,  introduced  the  forceps,  and  fixed  them 
along  the  ears,  got  down  the  chin  to  the  in- 
i' ferior  part  of  the  os  ijchium,  gradually  brought  it 
out  from  under  the  pubis,  and  delivered  the  head 
in  the  mofl  deliberate  manner,  to  prevent  any  in- 
jury being  done  to  the  perincrum  and  fundament. 

The 
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The  child's  face  was  very  black,  much  fwellcd^ 
and  disfigured,  but  by  proper  remedies  came  to 
rights  in  a few  days ; the  delivery  of  the  placenta 
was  accomplifhed  in  about  half  an  hour  after  that 
.of  the  child,  and  the  mother  recovered  furpri- 
^ingly  well.  — crFFARo,  cafe  i ’74.  gives  a face 
prcfentation,  in  which  he  affihed  in  the  delivery 
with  his  extrador.  The  face  was  very  black, 
and  much  tumified  by  its  lying  fo  long  preffed 
in  the  pafTage;  he  ordered  it  to  be  fomented  with 
red  wine  warmed,  by  whicPi  the  tumor  and  black- 
nefs  was,  in  great  meafurc,  carried  off.  chap- 
man, cafe  49.'  has  a face.  < prefentation,  in 
which  the  child  was  forced  pretty  low,  and  deli- 
vered with  the  forceps  : and  again,  in  cafe  56. 
he  mentions  another  inflance  of  the  face  pre- 
fenting  towards  the  os  pubis;  wherein  he  made  an 
unfuccefsful  attempt  with  the  fillet,  and  after- 
wards introduced  the  forceps,  and  delivered.-^ 
Dr.  SMELLiE,  coll.  30.  deferibes  a cafe  of  the 
forehead  prefenting  with  the  face  to  the  left  fide, 
and  the  fontandle  to  the  right,  in  which  fituation 
it  had  fluck  for  a long  time,  without  making  any 

progrefs  : 
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progrefs : as  the  pelvis  was  large,  he  refolvcd,  if 
poflible,  to  alter  the  pofition  of  the  head;  and 
fliould  that  fail,  to  bring  it  footling:  but  the  uterus 
was  fo  ftrongly  contrafted,  as  to  foil  all  his 
attempts,  and  he,  at  length,  delivered  with  the 
forceps  : in  cafe  2.  of  the  fame  colledion,  he  alfo 
ufed  the  forceps  when  the  face  prefented:  and  in 
the  following  one  of  the  fame  kind,  feveral  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts  had  been  made  to  raife  the 
head  up  in  the  uterus  before  he  came,  and  he  de- 
livered with  the  forceps : in  the  next  cafe,  he 
tells  us,  the  child’s  face  was  fo  fwelled,  that,  at 
firft,  he  took  it  for  the  breech ; the  w’oman’s 
ftrength  and  fpirits  being  exhaufled,  and  the 
contrariion  and  refiflance  of  the  womb  too  great 
to  turn  the  child,  and  bring  it  by  the  feet,  he 
introduced  the  forceps,  and  delivered  the  head, 
which  was  much  tumefied.  In  the  year  1752. 
the  do£lor,  fays,  he  was  called  to  a woman,  and 
found  the  face  prefenting  with  the  chin  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  Jacrum,  fo  low  down,  as  to 
protrude  the  parts  of  the  w’oman  in  form  of  a tu- 
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mor;  lie  introduced  the  forceps,  and  finding  it 
impraflicable  to  raife  the  head,  was  obliged  to 
pull  ic  along  in  the  time . of  every  pain,  as  it 
prefented,  and  thus  delivered  the  woman  fafely 

4 

of  a dead  child. 
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CASES  XL,  XLI,  and  XLII. 

COMMUNICATED 

IN  L E T T’  E R S TO  the  late 

■ ♦ 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

. januapy  26,  1766. 

* 

**  DEAR  SIR, 

“ X TAKE  the  liberty  to  acquaint 
**  you  of  a very  particular  cafe,  now  under 
“ my  care,  which  is  as  follows  : on  the  15  th 
**  inllant,  a young  woman,  of  an  adjacent  viR 
**  lage,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  fixth,  or  be- 
ginning  of  the  feventh  month,  in  confc<|uence 

X 2 “of 
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**  of  lifting  a great  weight,  heard  fomething, 
fuddenly,  give  a violent  fnap  within  her^  fhe 
“ had  no  pain  at  that  time  but  the  next  day 
**  found  herfelf  liRlefs,  lick,  inclined  to  retch, 
“ and  at  intervals  felt  flight  pains;  which  conti- 
“ nuing  to  the  eighUenth,  and  a larger  difcflarge 
of  blood  then  enfuing,  by  the  advice  of  her 
“ neighbours,  (he  applied  to  me:  upon  which,  I 
“ vifited  her,  and  found  her  reclined  on  a couch, 
lick,  weak,  arid  coflive ; the  pulfc  was  quick 
and  fmall,  and  fhe  had  grinding  pains  in  her 
“ back,  with  an  increafe  of  the  uterine  hremor^ 
**  rhage  upon  every  little  motion:  having  ob- 
**  tained  her  confent,  I touched  her,  but  could 
“ not  find  the  os  tincre.  I was  informed  that  fhe 
“ had  been  twice  bled  fince  her  being  with  child, 
**  once  foon  after  the  ftoppage  of  her  menfes,  and 
**  again,  about  a week  before  this  accident  happen- 
“ ed  ; fhe  was  now  too  faint  and  low,  to  admit  of 

I 

“ that  operation  being  repeated:  I therefore  ordered 
her  refl,  a recumbent  pofture,  and  a light  nou- 
rifhing  diet,  gave  her  a fmall  draught  of  the 

tindure  of  red rofes,  with  one  drachm  of  Jyrupus 

<< 


e me- 


[ 237  1 

**  € meconiOi  and  dire^led  a repetition  of  the  fame 
every  fix  hours  ; for  her  coflivenefs,  I prefer!- 
bed  an  emollient  clyfter,  compofedof  new  milk, 
coarfe  fugar,  and  fallad  oil,  which,  as  well  as 
**  the  draught,  was  occafionally  repeated  till  the 
“ 23d  inftant;  when,  the  hcemorrhage  ftill  conti- 
nuing  to  recur,  upon  the  flighteft  occafions, 
I apprized  her  relations  of  the  danger  fhe  was 
“ in,  and  propofed  calling  in  another  pra61U 
“ tioner ; but  as  he  lived  at  a great  diflance  from 
“ me,  and  I was  engaged  at  the  time  when  he 
“ attended  the  patient,  have  not  yet  feen  him ; 

but  underhand,  he  bled  her,  and,  with  my 
“ approbation,  direded  a continuance  of  the 
**  draught  and  clyfter,  as  occaGon  might  require  j 
**  which  has  been  complied  with,  but  with  little 
“ fuccefs,  for  the  patient  certainly  grows  weaker, 
“ and  is  more  languid : in  this  critical  Gtuation, 
“ I fliall  not  fail  in  my  conflant  attendance  on 
“ her,  and  fliall  acquaint  you  with  the  ilTue  of 
“ the  cafe : in  the  mean  time,  beg  to  hear  your 
fentiments  on  the  prefent  (late  of  it,  which 
“ will  give  me  much  fatisfa£lion.  I have  juft 
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“ now  feen  the  patient,  and  re-examined  her, 
but  the  05  tinc(Z  flill  continues  to  elude  my 
“ fearch  ; the  flux  does  not  increafe  in  quantity, 
“ yet  the  pulfe  is  the  fmallefl  I ever  remember  to 
have  felt;  notwithftanding  which,  the  patient 
“ is  in  pretty  good  fpirits,  and,  feemingly,  ap- 
“ prehenlive  of  no  danger.  I think  it  very  re- 
“ markable,  and  extraordinary,  that  the  os  tinea 
**  is  not  to  be  found ; do  you  fuppofe,  that  the 
. feveral  flages  of  geflation  are  to  be  afeertained,' 
“ with  exa6l  precifion,  by  the  examination  of 
the  os  tinea ^ when  it  is  to  be  felt?  Amongh  the 
“ many,  ridiculous  and  fuperfUtious  notions  en- 
“ tertained  by  old  women,  I know  of  no  one 
“ more  abfurd,  than  that  of  attributing  fingular 
virtues,  as  a prefervative  againft  drowning,  to 
“ the  caul,  with  which  a child  is  faid  to  be  born  : 
“ at  a labour,  wherein  I affifled  a few  nights 
**  ago,  it  was  difeovered,  that  the  child  was  born 
“ with  a caul,  which  was  taken  abundance  of 
“ care  of,  and  preferved  with-much  folemnity.— - 
“ On  the  fecond  of  this  month,  I received  a mef- 
“ fa<^e  to  attend  the  wife  of  a farmer,  who  was 
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faicl  to  be  very  ill  of  the  cholic;  but  inflead  of 
“ that  diforder,  it  turned  out  to  belabour;  and 
“ the  child  being  well  advanced,  was  delivered  by 
“ the  natural  pains,  was  flrong  and  healthy,  foori 
“ after  fucked,  and  continued  remarkably  well. — 
And  about  a twelvemonth  fincc,  I attended  a 
**  woman,  who  had  borne  feveral  children  before, 
“ and  explained  to  me,  in  every  particular,  her 
“ reafons,  for  believing,  that  fhe  had  exceeded 
her  reckoning  by,  at  lead,  five  or  fix  weeks; 
fhe  had  a more  laborious  time  than  ufual,  and 
a flow  getting  up.  I mention  thefe  two  cafes, 
**  bccaufe  the  firft  woman  had  been  only  married 
**  eight  months,  and  was  unhappy,  in  not  being 
“ able  to  account  for  coming  fooner  than  flie 
“ expefled : and  the  fccond,  having  always 
“ been  remarkable,  for  making  her  calculation, 
**  to  almoft  a mathematical  degree  of  certainty: 
“ and  further,  becaufe,  I would  wifli  to  know, 
**  whether,  you  look  upon  the  term  of  nine 
“ months,  abfoliuely  to  be  depended  on  ; or,  at 
beft,  but  an  uncertain  rule.” 

X 4 
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THE  ANSWER. 


“ DEAR  SIR, 

nr 

» A HE  cafe  under  your  care  is,  no 
doubt,  a difagreeable  one  j if  a flooding  comes 
on  at  any  time  before  the  ninth  month,  it  is 
dangerous,  and  one  of  the  moft  alarming  fymp- 
toms'  in  midwifery;  it  often  happens  in  the 
firfl;  three  months,  by  the  feparation  of  the 
placenta  from  the  ovum\  but  oftener  from 
flights,  falls,  blows,  &c.  even  the  moft  trivial 
thing  has  brought  on  a flooding  and  mif- 
carriage ; but  at  this  time  is  feldom  mortal  ; 
it  often  begins  in  v«ry  fmall  quantities ; then 
upon  the  woman’s  lying  in  an  horizontal  poll- 
tion,  ceafes  for  fome  time : and  then  alternately 
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flows,  and  ceafes  again;  and  fo  on,  till,  at  length,' 
**  the  os  tincce  is  dilated,  and  the  contents  of  the 
“ uUrus  are  difeharged  — repeated  bleeding  is 
**  likely  to  have  been  prejudicial  to  your  patient, 
“ and  Ihould  ever  be  ufed  with  caution  in  a lax 

I 

**  and  weakly  habit : it  is  a pradice  recommended 
“ in  mofl;  times  of  pregnancy;  but  fucceeds 
**  befl,  and  is  mofl:  ufeful  in  complaints  that 
“ border  on  plethora:  the  french  are  fo  fond  of 
it,  that  they  bleed  the  woman,  at  all  times,  even 
**  when  fhe  is  in  the  lafl:  hour  of  her  time.  As  no- 
thing  interferes  more  with  the  man  midwife’s 
“ charader,  than  floodings,  fo  nothing  fliould  em- 
ploy  his  care  and  attention  more ; and,  indeed, 
**  where  they  are  extremely  bad  and  dangerous,  it 
**  is  advifeable  to  call  in  the  fenior  praditioner, 
“ You  did  very  right  to  apprize  the  relations  of 
“ the  danger,  which,  in  thefe  cafes,  it  is  always 
“ befl;  to  do,  as  it  ferves  to  take  off  all  reflec- 
tion  from  the  man  midwife.  If  you  can  fup- 
“ port  the  woman’s  flrength,  and  no  violent  ha- 
“ worrhage  happens,  fhe  may  do  well : as  flic  is  al- 
“ ready  fo  much  reduced,  there  is  danger  of  fainting 

“ fits, 
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fits,  and  her  dying,  upon  the  firfi  confideraible 

V 

increafe  of  the  flooding ; nature,  however,  oficr 
does  furprizing  things.  It  is  thought  the  cen 
vix  uteri  contrails  foon  Rafter  conception.  The 
(?5  tinea  is  ealily  felt  in  an  unimpregnated 
ftate,  as  it  alfo  is  for  three  or  four  months  aftei 
conception;  though  it  has,  then,  quite  a diffe- 

I 

rent  feel,  and  becomes  fomewhat  fhorter:  for, 
as  before  pregnancy,  it  was  long  and  hard, 
now,  you’ll  obferve,  it  feels  fmooth  and  foft, 
and  covered  with  a mucus;  and  it  fiiortens  in 
proportion  to  the  woman’s  advancing  to  the 
period  of  her  term.  The  time  of  a woman’s 
being  gone  with  child,  will  be  ‘known,  with 

fome  degree  of  certainty,  by  the  feel  of  the  oj 

\ 

tinea  \ which,  if  unimpregnated,  will  be  pro- 
minent, feel  hard  to  the  touch,,  and,  by  prefling 
on  it,  will  eafily  remove,  either  upwards  or 
laterally,  from  the  finger;  at  the  fame  time,  the 
abdomen  will  be  very  foft : when  a woman  is 
about  two  months  gone,  it  will  be  fomewhat  a 
little  fliOTtcned,  not  move  from  the  finger,  and 
be  a little  moift : when  fl;e  arrives  at  about 

“ four 
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“ four  or  five  months,  the  os  tincce  will  then  be 
“ confiderably  fhortened,  an(^,  by  feeling  on  each 
“ fide  of  it,  a hardnefs  may  probably  be  felt : 
“ but,  about  the  fixth  month,  it  becomes  flill 
“ fliorter  and  moifler:  and,  about  the  feventh  or 
“eighth,  extremely  fo:  in  the  ninth  month,  it 
“ entirely  lofes  its  fize,  and  is  only  to  be  diflin- 
“ guiflied  by  a chafin  that  is  left,  around  which  the 
“ child  may  be  foraetimes  eafily  diflinguiflied  by 
“ the  touch,  and  through  which  the  membranes 
“ may  be  dfriindly  felt:  infiances  have  happened, 
“ though  very  feldom,  that  the  os  Lincce,  at  the  end 
“ of  the  ninth  month,  has  continued  long;  but, 
“ even  then,  it  is  foft  and  moifi,  and  will  eafily 
“ open  : when  nothing  is  to  be  felt,  it  is  a certain 
“ fign,  that  the  labour  w ill  be  attended  with  difli- 
“ culty ; this  may, . probably,  be  fornetimes  ow- 
“ ing  to  a bad  formed  pelvis;  but,  on  the  con- 
“ trary,  has  happened  where  the  pelvis  was  well 
“ proportioned.  It  can’t  well  be  accounted  for, 
“ why  labour  comes  on  juft  at  the  end  of  nine 
“ folar  months ; that  is  to  fav,  wbv,  at  the  ex- 
“ piration  of  that  time,  the  impelling  force  be- 


come 


C 244  ] 

comes  naturally  fo  great:  and  why  then,  the 

“ aflifting  power  accrues ; by  the  alTifting  power, 

“ I mean  the  contra£lion  of  the  abdominal  muf- 

“ cles  and  diaphragm.  If  a woman  goes  ten 

days  beyond  her  time,  fhe^has  generally  a dif- 

**  ficult  one.  Authors  agree,  that  the  full  time 

**  of  pregnancy,  is  nine  folar  months,  maurt- 

**  cEAu  is  very  curious,  indeed,  in  this  particu- 

“ lar;  and  pretends,  that  a day,  more  or  lefs, 

**  produces  fomething  uncommon : in  fupport  of 

“ which,  he  brings  many  cafes.  Women  may, 

**  occafionally,  come  before,  or  go  beyond,  the 

“ ufual  period  of  geftation.  The  caul,  you 

“ know,  is  no  more  than  a part  of  the  mem- 

•*  branes.  I fhall  be  obliged  to  you  for  the  re- 

**  mains  of  the  cafe ; and  am,  See. 

• ^ 

/ 

Lamotte  has  two  deliveries,  where  he  could 
exa£Hy  reckon  ,the  term  of  nine  months ; and 
acknowledges,  that  it  rarely  happens,  but  there 
are  a day  or  two,  more  or  lefs : again,  in  chap. 
27.  of  the  fame  author,  be  fays,  the  term  of 
nine  months  is  not  certain,  but  only  the  mod 

frequent  j 
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frequent;  and  thinks,  the  child  may  come  at  its 
full  time,  from  the  beginning  of  the  fevcnth 
month,  to  the  tenth,  twelfth,  and  even  thir- 
teenth: and  that  it  is  always  born  at  its  full 
time,  when  it  is  nble  to  live,  and  take  the 
bread.  Vide  his  book,  obf.  7 1,  72,  73,  74,  75, 
76,  8cc.” 

AN  ElTay  on  the  evil  confequences  attending 
injudicious  bleeding  in  pregnancy,  has  been 
lately  publiflied  by  dr.  wallis.  dionis  tells 
us,  that  goffiping  women  are  perfuaded,-  that 
the  children  which  come  into  the  world  with 
a part  of  this  membrane  (which  they  have  deno- 
minated the  caul)  are  more  fortunate  than  others. 
MAURicEAu  aferibes  this  accident  to  quick  and 
eafy  labours,  and  to  fuch  women  as  drop  their 
children,  and  bring  them  forth  with  the  greateft 
cafe  ; for  then,  fays  he,  the  child  is  not  obliged 
by  draggling  to  break  the  membranes,  but 
brings  it  off,  wreathed  about  its  head,  almofl 
whole,  which  it  could  not  do  were  the  padage 
draiter  ; hence  our  author  concludes,  fuch  a de- 
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livery  is  equally  happy,  both  for  mother  and 
child.  Dr.  BURTON,  p.  12.  has  given  us  fome 
very  ufeful  diftindions  of  the  os  tincce,  to  be“ 
made  by  touching:  and  page  109.  mentions 
the  danger  of  not  finding  the  os  tinccs,  schuri- 
sius  'Tpeaks  of  a perfon,  who  mifearried  eleven 
times,  yet,  by  proper  bleeding,  in  her  next  breed- 
ing, brought  forth  a living  child.  Hippocra- 
tes condemns  venefe6lion  in  pregnancy,  efpeci- 
ally  if  ‘the  woman  is  far  gone  : and  the  judicious 
mr.  WHITE,  of  'MANCHESTER,  to  whom  mucji  re- 

I 

fpc6l  is  due  for  his  ufeful  treatife  on  the  manage ' 

ment  of  pregnant  and  dying-in  women,  fays,  he 

' is  convinced  that  bleeding  is  too  indiferimately 

ufedp  and' too  often  repeated:  and,  that  though 
» • 

it  may,  on'  fome  occafions,  give  immediate  relief ; 

' yet,  upon  the  whole,  it  mufl  aggravate  the  com- 
plaints, weaken  the  patients,  and  render  them 
more  liable  to  putrid  difeafes ; but  would  not 
be  underflood  to  mean,  that  bleeding  is  never  ne- 
ceffary : in  fome  habits,  he  fays,  and  in  inflam^ 
matory  diforders,  it  certainly  is  fo ; particularly, 
if  the  patient  complain  of  a fenfe  of  fulnefs, 

pain 
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pain  of  the  head  and  back,  with  a flrong  full 
pulfe,  and  has  had  a better  appetite,  and  ufed 
lefs  exercife,  tliau- befoie-Iier  pregnancy;  but, 
even  in  plethoric  cafes,  unattended  with  inflam- 
matory fymptoms,  affes  mifk,  Seltzer  w^ater,  elixir 
of  vitriol,  and  an  a^live  life,  anfwer  the  fame 
purpofe  as  bleeding;'  with  this  advantage,' fays 
our  author,  that  they  will  obviate  the  prefent  ple- 

■ I 

thora,  without  favoring  its  return  ^ which  is  a 

flrong  objection  to  frequent*  bleeding,  at  the  fame 

time  that  they  flrengthen  and  ;brace  the  folids*. 

And  a careful  obfervance  of  this  opinion  may, 

undoubtedly,  ^ be  attended  with  much  falutajy 

% 

advantage,  both  in  obviating  the  injuries,  which 
may  accrue  in  the  pregnant  date,  from  an  inju- 
dicious ufe  of  the  lancet,  and  by  proving  a proper 
fucccdaneum  for  bleeding,  where  the  patient  may 
entertain  a particular  averhon  to  that  operation. 
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CASE  XL. 

...  ■ TI;  . 

inclosed 

■ ■ ■ f ' 

' IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

, * 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

“ I 

14  Feb.  1766. 

DEAR  SIR, 

• » ' 

I '. 

-j 

CAN  now  inform  you,  with ' 

k 

**  much  fatisfa^ion,  that  the  patient  we  treated 
“ of,  is  in  z train  of  recovery.  At  the  clofe  of 
**  my  laft  letter,  I told  you  of  the  very  low'  con- 
“ dition  to  which  fhe  was  reduced,  and  of 
**  my  not  being  able  to  find  the  os  tincay  which 
equally  eluded  my  fearch,  till  the  fourth  in- 
flant;  when,  upon  examining  the  patient,  with 
the  fore  finger  of  my  left  hand,  as  flie  laid 

upoiv 


i =49  ] 

**  upon  her  right  fide  in  bed;  at  the  fame  time, 
making  a fmall  degree  of  preflure  with  my 
**  right  hand  on  the  abdomen ^ the  os  tincce  ap- 
**  peared  to  the  touch  very  high  up,  moift,  and 
•*  fpread  to  the  breadth  of  a fhllling.  The 
ahringent  medicine,  and  emollient  clyfter,  a$ 
mentioned  in  my  lall:^  were  occafionally  re-. 
**  peated;  but  the  draining  continued  at  intervals 
**  till  the  fixth  inflant ; when  the  heemorrhage  fud- 
denly  increafing,  I was  called  to  her,  and  now 
“ found  the  os  tinea  lower  down,  and  more  open  * 
**  fhe  had  fmall  bearing-down  pains,  with  regu- 
•*  lar  intermiflions,  of  about  half  an  hour.  Af- 
ter  waiting  with  her  three  hours,  the  mem- 

f 

“ brancs  fuddenly  gave  way,  and  the  nates  de- 
“ feended  fo  low  into  the  pelvis^  as^to  protrude 
“ the  external  parts  in  form  of  a tumor,  and, 

“ with  a little  affiflance,  flie  was  eafily  delivered 
“ of  a final!  child,  which  cried  once^  and  ex* 

“ pired  immediately:  foon  after  the  flooding 
“ came  on  afrefh,  and  the  patient  fainted  away, 

“ when  pafling  my  hand  gently  up  to  withdraw 
“ the  placenta,  1 difeovered  the  head  of  another 

Y - child, 
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“child,  refling  upon  the  ; from  whence  it 
“ was  no  fooner  diflodged^  than  it  followed  my 
“hand,  and  was  alrnoft  inflantly  delivered ; the 
placenta,  which  were  fmall,  and  joined  toge- 
“ ther  by  an  intervening  membrane,  were 
“brought  forth  without  much  trouble;  the 
“ hooding  ceafed,  the  woman  revived  foon 
“ after  the  evacuation  of  the  uterus,  and 
“ every  tender  and  neceffarv  care  havins;  been 
“ taken  of  her,  her  flrength  and  fpirits  are  fo 
“ far  recruited,  that  flie  is  able  to  fit  up  in  her 
“ bed,  and  receive  nourifhment.  The  head  of 
“ the  fiifl  child  was  a fize  larger  than  the  head  of 
“ the  fecend;  and,  what  was  very  extraordi- 
“ nary,  both  its  feet  were  turned  up,  flat  and 
“ clofe  to  the  tii^ia  of  each  leg;  to  which  they 
“ were  conne6led  by  a ftrong  membranous  fub- 
fiance.  It  w'as  born  alive,  but  died  foon  af- 
“ terwards.” 

IT  is  fomething  remarkable,  that  in  three  fuc- 
ceeding  pregnancies,  this  patient  mifearried  about 
the  end  of  the  fourth  month,  and  has  fince  had 
three  cliildien,  with  whom  file  went  her  full  time. 

CASE 


CASE  XLIli. 


A POOR  woman,  early  in  the  labour  of  her 
firft  child,  fent  for  a iriidwife,  in  the  morning 
of  the  third  of  may,  176/.  the  natural  pains 
came  gradually  on;  and  in  the- evening  of  the 
fame  day,  I was  told,  becoming  (harper,  and 
more  powerful,  the  membranes  broke,  and  fuch 
an  uncommon  difeharge  of  water  enfued,  as  to* 
fill  a large  chamber  pot,  befides  what  was  fpilt 
upon  her  cloaths,  and . about  the  room.  The 
pains  relaxed,  and’  the  waters  continued  drain- 
ing away,  at  times,  in  great  quantities,  till  four 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day : in  this  date  of 
the  cafe,  I was  confultcd ; the  woiman  was  fa- 
tigued, redlefs  and  hot,  and  much  alarmed  and 
lerrihed  at  the  reprefentatidns  of  the  midwife, 
who  had  given  it  as  her  opinion,  that  the  cluid 

^ 2 could 
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could  not  be  born  alive,  nor  at  all,  without  the 
help  of  inftrumcnts ; her  officioufnefs,  in  repeat- 
ed fcoopings,  for  a great  length  of  lime,  had 
made  the  foft  parts  of  the  woman  much  infla- 
med and  tumefied ; and,  fo  tender  and  fore,  that 

/ 

flie  could  fcarcely  bear  to  be  touched.  The  os 
tinea  was  fpread  about  the  breadth  of  a half 
crown,  and  at  its  edges  felt  as  hard  as  a board ; 
the  vertex  was  pretty  low  down,  and  prefented 
to  the  os  externum^  w'ith  the  forehead  to  the  Ja- 
criinir  and  the  head  feemed  very  large  : on  every 
motion  the  water  kept  draining  off,  and  in  time 
of  pain  more  confidcrably  fo.  I never  met  with 
an  inflance  of  fo  much  water;  and  concluded, 
that  the  too  great  quantity  of  it  had,  in  great 
meafure,  prevented  the  contraffion  of  the  uterus, 
and  thereby  leffened  the  force  of  the  pains ; the 
woman  was  thirfly  and  collive : in  thefe  circum- 
ffanccs,  I thought  it  proper  to  put  her  to  bed, 
injed  an  emollient  clyfler,  anoint  the  labia  pu- 
dendi  with  unguentum  Jloris  Jamhuci,  apply  to  the 
pans  a cataplafm  of  bread  and  milk,  and  give 
her  a neutral  draught  with  fjrupus  c mcconio,  to 

be 
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be  repeated  every  three  hours  ; defired  fhe  would 
indulge  herfelf  in  whatever  pofture  was  mofi:  a- 
greeabie  to  her,  and  be  kept  as  Hill  and  quiet  as 
pofTible:  and  further,  to  prevent  any  more  rough 
handling,  difmifTed  the  midwife,  and  took  the 
whole  charge  of  the  cafe  into  my  own  hands : the 
pains,  though  weak,  recurred  at  regular  intervals, 
and  Qie  refled  moderately  between  them : in 
this  Hate,  full  fourteen  hours  bad  clapfed,  before 
I re-examined  the  os  tinea ; in  which,  an  agree- 
able alteration  was  now  effected,  for  it  was  much 
fofter,  and  more  fpread ; and  the  head  was  foinc^ 
what  more  advanced,  but  fqueezed  into  a long 
conical  form : in  about  ten  hours  after  this,  the 
pains  became  quicker  and  flronger,  and  the  pro- 
trufion  of  the  head  began  to  form : upon  which, 
my  principal  care  was  the  prefervation  of  the 
rinaum,  and  the  largenefs  of  the  child’s  head,  as 
the  forehead  rofe  from  under  it,  rendered  it  ra- 
ther a difficult  talk ; however,  by  lubricating  it, 
and  making  ufe  of  proper  prefTure,  it  was  fafely 
prote6led,  and  this  part  of  the  bufinefs  happily 
^ccompliflied,  without  the.teaft  hurt,  or  lacera-. 

Is  tion ; 
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tion : the  placenta  was  eafily  brought  out,  but 
had  a particularity,  which  I never  before  or  fincc 
remember  to  have  obferved  in  any  one  ; for  part 
of  its  external  furface  was  vafcular,  and  divided 
into  fmall  lobes : and,  the  other  part,  of  a jelly- 
like  fubftance,  fpread  with  veficles  fill'd  with 
water ; the  vertex  was  lengthened  in  form  of  a 
fugar  loaf,  and  meafured  from  its  apex  to  the  chin, 
feven  inches  and  a quarter;  and  laterally,  from 
temple  to  temple,  four  and  a quarter ; the  child 
lived,  and  the  mother  was  fo  well,  as  to  get  up  in 
good  health  in  ten  days  : (he  afterwards  informed 
me,  that  from  the  fecond  month  of  her  being  with 
child,  to  the  time  of  her  labour,  fhe  had  frequently 
had  difeharges  of  water,  which  differed  frorn 
that  fhe  made  by  coming  away  involuntarily,— 

Mr.  JOHN  ALEXANDER,  of  HALIFAX,  in  YORK- 
SHIRE, in  the  third  volume  of  Med.  Comm,  re- 
lates the  hiflory  of  an  excefllve  difeharge  of  wa- 
ter from  the  uterus,  during  pregnancy.  For  the 
bad  effe6ls  of  the  waters,  when  they  are  in  too 
great  a quantity,  vide  la  motte,  obf.  309.  &; 

— GiEFARD,  cafe  i86>  gives  an  account  of  the 

bringing 
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bringing  away  of  feveral  large  fubRances,  formed 
from  a great  number  of  hydatides  joined  together 
by  a loofe  parenchymatous  fubRancc.  — ruysch, 
obf.  33.  has  publiRied  a very  remarkable  cafe  of 
the  placenta  degenerated  into  limpid  hyda^ 

tldes^  like  a bunch  of  grapes,  which  he  conceives 
to  be  nothing  elfe,  than  the  very  minute  glands 
of  the  placenta  diRended  into  watry  veRcIes; 
which,  as  he  juRly  obferves,  is  a diforder  fre- 
quent enough  in  the  liver,  kidnies,  and  other 
glandular  parts — the  waters  may  often  be  too 
copious,  as  in  the  foregoing  cafe,  and  by  bearing 
down  too  heavily  agaiiiR  the  membranes,  may 
occahon  a premature  rupture  thereof,  and  thus 
occafion  great  protradion  of  the  labour:  under 
which  circumRance,  fufftcient  patience  and  for- 
bearance, are  to  be  eReemed  as  the  beR  and  fafeft 
means  to  procure  a favorable  iffuQ, 
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CASE  XLIV. 

HE  fubje6l  of  the  cafe  before  us,  was  a poor 
woman,  about  three  and  thirty;  flie  had  been  fub- 
jed  to  ^ ricketty  affe^lions  in  her  infancy,  and 
from  her  make  and  fhape,  it  was  eafy  to  perceive, 
that  the  pelvis  was  not  of  the  bed  conftruftion  ; 
which  was  further  confirmed  by  the  report  of 
her  two  preceding  labours ; in  both  of  which, 

I 

the  dcfiru^ion  of  the  child  had  been  the  una- 
voidable confequence  : in  this  her  third  labour, 
neceffity  had  obliged  her  to  have  recourfe  to  a 
woman  practitioner,  who  had  waited  on  her  three 
days  and  nights  before  I was  fent  for,  on  the  27  th 
of  NOVEMBER,  1768.  and  then  by  order  of  a 

y 

* It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  women,  who  have  the  misfor- 
tune to  fuiter  from  rich^tty  affedions  in  their  infancy,  com- 
monly fuftain  fome  kind  of  diifortion  of  the  pelvh\  though, 
pery  other  part,  there  may  not  remain  the  leaft  vellige  of 
the  difeafc. 

paiifh 
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parifli  officer.  The  os  tinea  was  open  to  about 
the  breadth  of  a crown  piece,  felt  hard  and 
rigid ; and  the  pudenda  were  fwelled  and  in- 
flamed, by  the  ungentle  handling  ffie  had  buf- 
fered from  the  midwife ; the  waters  had  been 
gone  off  for  many  hours,  and  the  vagina  felt  - 
dry  and  conftrided;  the  head  prefented  with 
the  vtrUx  very  high  in  the  pelvis ; and  the  wo- 
man, from  the  prelTure  of  the  uterus  upon  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  laboured  under  a total  fup- 
preffion  of  urine,  with  a great  fenfe  of  diffen- 
fion,  for  the  laft  hour : upon  which,  I drew 
away  near  two  quarts  of  water,  with  the  female 
catheter ; in  the  application  of  which,  I am 
always  direded  by  the  clitoris^  which  is  lituated 
immediately  under  the  puhis^  and  affords  the 
fureft  ^uide  to  the  introduclion  of  this  inftru- 
ment;  to  alleviate  the  tumefa6Hon  of  the  parts, 

I ufed  cataplafms  and  fomentations ; the  pains 
had  been  ftrong  and  forcible,  but  were  now  weak 

* Dr.  JOHNSON,  pages  112  & 257,  has  obliged  us,  in  this 
cafe,  with  diredlions  for  the  pofition  of  the  woman:  and 
alfo,  very  accurately  deferibed  the  manner  of  palling  the 
catheter. 


and 
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and  trifling ; however,  with  the  help  of  an  opi- 
ate, and  by  keeping  the  patient  cool  and  quiet,  I 
was  in  hopes,  they  might  again  acquire  an  in- 
creafed  force,  make  a change  in  the  os  u(en\  and 
caufe  the  head  to  defeend  farther  down  in  the 
pelvis.  It  was  a long-  time,  from  the  rupture  of 

the  membranes,  and  the  make  and  form  of  the 

/ 

woman,  with  the  confideraiion  of  the  difficulties 
which  had  accrued  in  her  two  former  labours,  and 
the  prefent  difagreeable  circumflances  which  ffie 
laboured  under,  all  confpired  to  prevent  my  form- 
ing a judgment  the  moft  favourable  to  the  event ; 

which,  however,  I had  refolved  ffiould  depend  upon 

% 

> nature,  to  the  utmofl:  I therefore  fummoned  up  all 
my  patience,  and  after  waiting  with  her  near  eight 
and  forty  hours  ; during  which  time,  the  periods 
of  ,the  pains  recurrence,  till  within  the  lafl;  four 
hours,  had  fcldom  been  lefs  than  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  minutes;  the  rigidity  and  fwelling  of  the 
foft  parts  were  much  relieved  by  a repetition  of 
the  fore-mentioned  topical  applications ; the  os, 
uteri  yielded,  tho’  by  hairs  breadths,  to  the  flow 
advances  of  the  head,  which  worked  itfelf  down  to. 

a moft 
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a mofl  amazing  * elongation : however,  I had  the 
great  fatisfa6Hon,  by  this  flow,  cautious,  and  delibe- 
rate manner  of  treatment,  at  length,  to  fuccced  in 
the  delivery  by  theeffeds  of  the  natural  pains  ; the 
child  was  alive  when  born,  but  very  weakly  ; and  the 
dimcnlionsofits  head,  from  chin  to  forehead,  were 
lix  inches  and  three  quarters ; but  laterally,  from 
temple  to  temple,  fcarcely  three:  the  mother 
was  a confiderable  time  before  flie  recovered  her 
flrength  ; foon  after  which  fhe  removed  her  fitua-- 
tion  to  a great  diftance  from  me ; and,  in  her  next 
pregnancy,  i am  informed,  endured  an  extraordina- 
ry lingering  labour,  was  delivered  by  theafliftancc 
of  the  crotchet,  and  died  of  the  lochial  fever,  feven 
days  after  her  delivery.*  In  the  two  preceding 
cafes,  as  well  as  fome  others,  which  will  appear 
in  the  courfe  of  this  work  ; the  injury,  which 
manifeflly  arifes  from  that  pernicious  cuftom  of 
fcooping;  a pradice,  too  prevalent  with  many 

* Though  the  narrow  or  diibrted  pehis  is  often  the  caufe 
of  a lingering  labour  ; under  fuch  circumftances  it  is  really 
amazing  to  think  what  nature  will  frequently  do  when  not 
interrupted  in  her  procefs,  when  the  vevtix  prefents,  and 
the  pains  are  powerful. 
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ignorant  praSitioners,  fiiews  the  necefTity  of  its 

t 

^€ver  being  reje&d,  as  it  never  fails  to  harden 
,and  tumefy  the  os  titiccc,  inflame  the  contiguous 
parts,  and,  without  the  lead  advantage,  to  irritate 
; and  fatigue  the* woman;  a mifchief,  which  fliould 
be  ever  carefully  avoided:  and  furely,  there  is 
,npt  a time,  which  requires  our  greatcft  tendernefs, 
patience,  care,  and  delicacy,  more  than  in  natural 
• parturition. — ruysch,  obf.  5 i . highly  reprobates 
.this  prailice,  as  conducive  of  the  grcateft  dan- 
^gcr;  and  cautions  the  midwife  againd  every 
.rough  treatment,  which  may  injure  and  inflame 
the  uterus.  Dr.  ould  advifes  the  motions  of  the 
fingers  to  be  performed  with  the  greated  caution; 
otherwife,  he  fays,  the  edges  of  the  orifice  may 
be  torn,  which  will  produce  miferable  confe- 
quences;  fuch  as,  violent  pain,  inflammation, 
ulceration,  cancer,  &c.  and  recites  an  indance 
of  his  being  fent  for  to  a woman,  whofe  after 
pains,  as  die  called  them,  continued  much  longer, 
and  more  violent,  thanufual:  upon  enquiry,  he 
was  told,  die  had  a very  difficult  and  tedious  la- 
bour ; and,  that  the  midwife  was  obliged  to  work 

hk 
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like  a horje,  as  they  expreffed  it,  before  flie  could 
deliver  her;  when  the  difeharge  of  the  lochia^ 
ceafed,  which  was  fooner  than  ufual,  by  reafon 
of  her  extraordinary  pain  ; it  was  followed,  he 
fays,  by  that  of  a fetid,  fanious,  black  ichor, 
which  gave  him  terrible  apprchenfions ; how- 
ever, in  fome  time,  fhe  was  cured,  by  the  help 
of  anodyne  deterhve  inje£lions,  and  taking  fome 
few  medicines  of  the  hyherical  tribe,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  her  phyfician : fome  time  after  this,  he 
adds,  that  flie  conceived,  and  employed  him  to 
lay  her;  whatever  her  labour  might  have  been 
before,  it  was  now  very  difficult : for,  upon  ex- 
amining, he  found  a large  callous  cicatrix  on 
the  orifice,  which  made  him  dread  the  impoffibi- 
fity  of  its  ever  being  fufficiently  dilated,  and  which 
did  not  happen  till  after  four  and  twenty  hours 
clofe  application;  which  he  obferves,  ferves  to 
prove,  that  all  the  violent  fymptoms,  which  hap- 
pened after  her  labour,  were  owing  to  the  igno- 
rance of  the  midwife,  by  lacerating  the  orifice  of 
the  womb:  a mofl  dreadful  accident,  which  hap^ 
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pening  from  whatever  caufe  it  may,  either  the 
preternatural  pofition  of  the  child,  by  too  precipi- 
tate efforts  to  dilate  it;  or,  b^any  other  exertions 
of  the  ignorant  and  inexperienced  prafiidoner, 
is  always  exceedingly  dangerous,  and  often  fatal. 
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CASE  XLV. 
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Y attendance  to  this  woman  was  befpoke; 

it  was  her  firft  pregnancy;  ftie  had  been  fubje£l 

to  convulfions  when  young,  and  in  the  lattcr’end 

of  the  third  month  of  her  time,  after ' having 

for  fome  days  paft,  complained  of  a violent  head 

ach,  and  pain  in  her  flomach,  was  feized  with 

an  epileptic  fit,  attended  with  foamings  at  her 

} 

mouth,  and  flrong  fpafmodic  contraflions  of 
the  whole  body : as  fhe  was  of  a plethoric,  fan- 
guine  habit,  I took  away  twelve  ounces  of  blood, 
and  in  the  morning  following  gave  her  a laxative 
draught,  ordered  her  regimeri  to  be  cool  and  di- 


luting, and  gave  her  a nitrous  emulfion  todakc 

^ . i ' ' ’ j i*  ■ 

three  times  a day.  On  the  twentieth  day  from 

the  firfl  attack  the  fit  returned,  but  w’as  not  fo 

> 

violent  as  before ; 1 repeated  venafecHon,*  and 

the 
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the  next  day  ventured  to  give  her  fix  drachms 
of  vinum  iptcacuanha ^ which  unloaded  her  (lo- 
mach  of  a large  quantity  of  dark  acrid  bile,  and 
fhe  had  no  return  of  the  fit:  her  labour  began 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  nineteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, 1769.  and  foon  after  I was  fent  for;  but 
being  at  a great  diflance  from  homCj  I did  not 
reach  her  houfe  till  midnight,  when  flie  told  me 
fhe  had  had  many  very  fharp  pains,  been  very 
fick,  and  fometimes  felt  as  if  her  fits  were 
coming,  which  had  frightened  her  very  much  ; 
the  pains  had  acquired  an  increafed  force,  and 
were  now  very  flrong:  I examined,  and  found 
the  05  tinea  pretty  largely  dilated,  and  the  mem- 
branes protruding  in  form  of  a bag ; in  the  re- 
miflions  of  the  pain,  I thought  the  head  of  the 
child  was  the  part  I touched ; but  the  membranes 
breaking,  was  foon  convinced  of  my  miflake, 
both  by  the  touch,  and  the  meconium  which  paffed 
with  the  waters,  and  plainly  difeovered  the  prefent- 
ingpart  to  be  no  other  than  the  breech  ; the  natural 
throes  ftill  continuing  powerful,  the  child,  notwith- 
flanding  its  preternatural  fituation,  w^as  very  foon 

delivered. 
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delivered,  with  little  or  no,  difficulty.  The  wo- 
man herfelf,  I found  had  long  entertained  an 
idea  of 'bringing  forth  twins  : and  as  the  placenta 
was  retained  longer  than  ufual,  by  examining 
the  abdomen  exteriorly,  the  uterine  tumor  was 
eafily  difcovered  not  to  be  fufficiently  diminifhed: 
upon  which,  after  lubricating  my  hand,  I paffed 
it  gently  up  the  vagina,  and  foon  perceived  a 
fecond  fet  of  membranes,  and,  as  I thought,  the 
head  of  another  child ; the  woman  fuddenly 
growing  faint,  and  beginning  to  flood,  I a fecond 
time  introduced  my  hand,  ruptured  the  mem- 
branes, and  by  my  fingers  flipping  into  the  left 
axilla,  found  it  was  the  ffioulder,  and  not  the  head 
that  prefented  : upon  which,  without  withdrawing 
my  hand,  I deliberately  fearched  for  the  feet,  ob- 
tained them,  and  thus  effected  the  delivery  of 
the  fecond  child;  both  the  children  were  born 
alive  : the  placenta,  which  were  foon  after  delivered, 
adhered  fo  firmly  and  intimately  together,  that  the 
veflels  of  one  cake  inofculated  with  thofe  of  the 
•other  ; the  only  inftance  of  the  kind,  which  I ever 
remember  to  have  met  with,  I left  the  woman  in 
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a very  good  condition,  and  fhe  has  fincc  had 
many  children,  with  no  extraordinary  circum- 
flance  attending  the  geflation  or  birth  of  either. 
lA  motte’s  obf.  220.  contains  a cafe,  in  many 
circumflances  fimilar  to  the  above.  — portal, 
obf.  17.  has  defcribed  a moft  extraordinary  cafe 
of  the  delivery  of  a woman,  feized  with  epileptic 
fits,  without  fenfe  or  motion : and  another,  of 
the  like  kind,  wherein,  with  the  approbation  of 
two  phyficians,  who  attended  the  patient,  by 
immediate  delivery,  the  woman  and  child  were 
both  faved : he  further  adds,  that  the  woman, 
not  long  after  her  recovery,  was  big  with  child 
again,  and  brought  to  bed  without  the  affi fiance 
of  a midwife ; but  the  third  time  of  her  big- 
nefs,  being  in  labour  feized  with  the  fame  fits 
file  had  in  her  firfl  travail ; and  the  furgeon  fent 
for  to  deliver  her,  not  daring  to  attempt  the  deli- 
very, fhe  periflied,  miferably,  for  want  of  timely 
help ; for,  though  he  was  fent  for  afterw^ards,  it 
was  too  late,  both  mother  and  child  being  dead 
before  he  came,  either  by  the  violence  of  the  epi- 
leptic fits,  or  by  an  exceffive  flux  of  blood, 

. where- 
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wherewith  flie  was  not  afhicled  the  firfl  time  of 

her  delivery:  he  opened  the  body,  he  fays,  and 

found  all  the  internal  parts  without  blemidi,  and 
« 

therefore  attributed  her  death  to  the  excelTive  eva- 
cuation of  the  blood:  he  further  obferves,  that  the 
bladder  being  extended  by  the  urine,  and  preffing 
upon  the  neck  of  the  womb  and  its  inivard  ori- 
fice, obfiruds  the  free  paffage  of  the  child ; 
befides,  when  it  is  filled  with  urine,  being 
fqueezed  by  the  head  of  the  child,  it  produces 
mofl  violent  pains  ; to  prevent  which,  he  advifes 
a probe  to  be  palled  into  the  bladder,  to  give 
palfagc  to  the  urine  : inflances  whereof  he  relates, 
from  his  own  experience,  in  the  cafes  of  two 
gentlewomen:  one  of  which,  falling  continually 
into  fits,  was  no  fooner  freed  from  the  urine,  that 
had  filled  and  diflendcd  the  bladder,  to  the  quan- 
tity of  four  pounds  j but  the  pain  ceafed,  toge- 
ther with  the  fits,  and  fhe  w^as  delivered  wdthin 
three  hours  after;  though  fhe  died  in  five  hours 
after  that,  without  recovering  her  fenfes:  an  ul- 
cer, he  continues,  upon  dllfeclion,  w^as  found  in 
her  brain,  with  an  infection  of  the  bones.  The 

Z 2 other 


[ 268  ] 

otlier  patient  feeling  exceffive  pains,  without  any 
profpe(9;  of  a forward  labour,  he  evacuated  her 
bladder  by  means  of  a probe ; which  done,  the 
pains  ceafed.in  three  hours,  and  in  five  or  fix  pains 
after  procured  a happy  and  eafy  delivery.  By  thefe 
obfervations,  our  author  feems  to  infer,  that  the 
epileptic  affe£lions,  he  fpeaks  of,  arofe  from  the 
irritation  brought  on  by  the  preternatural  fulnefs  of 
the  bladder ; to  evacuate  which,  a preference 
over  the  probe  cannot  fail  to  be  given  to  the  fe- 
male catheter;  as  the  epileptic  fits  in  cafe  4^. 
occurred  in  the  earlier  part  of  geRation,  and  the 
above  quotations  more  immediately  relate  to  the 
times  of  labour,  an  apology  for  their  prefent  in- 
fertion,  would  feem  neceflary,  did  they  not  tend 
to  the  main  fubje^l:  of  demonRrating,  that  fuch 
complaints  are  much  more  to  be  feared,  at  or 
about  the  time  of  delivery,  than  in  the  firR 
months  of  pregnancy ; the  treatment  of  which 
will  be  ever  found  to  depend  upon  the  habit  of 
the  patient,  and  muR  be  directed  according  to  tlie 
particular  fymptoms  attending  the  cafe;  for,  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  complaints,  were 

general 
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general  rules  to  be  laid  down,  we  fliould  (as  la 
motte  very  judicioufly  obferves)  be  fomedmes 
forced  to  overlook  them. — Epileptic  fits  are  always 
extremely  dangerous— a poor  woman,  in  the 
feventh  month  of  her  pregnancy,  from  a fright, 
was  attacked  with  a fit  of  this  kind,  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  feventh  of  may,  1777.  and  fuppofed 
to  be  in  labour;  I immediately  attended  her,- 
and  found  the  os  tincce  undilated ; the  patient 
was  fiifF,  and  foamed  at  her  mouth  ; I ordered 
her  extremities  to  be  rubbed  with  warm  cloths, 
and  wrapped  up  in  flannels ; which,  with  the  ufe 
of  anodynes,  and  bleeding,  brought  her  to  her- 
felf,  and  fhe  completed  her  full  term,  without 
any  return  of  the  paroxyfm  ; her  labour  was  na- 
tural, and  the  placenta  came  away  with  eafe.  A 
.cafe,  fimilar  to  the  above,  has  fince  occurred  to  a 
gentleman  in  this  neighbourhood;  and,  notwith-. 
handing  his  greatefi;  care  and  caution,  the  patient 
died,  undelivered,  of  the  fits,  accompanied  with 
i uterine  hcemorrha^e^  in  the  fifth  month  of  gef- 
i ation. 


CASE 
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CASE  XL  VI. 

A YOUNG  woman,  in  the  fourth  month 
of  her  pregnancy  with  her  firfl  child>  was,  in 
the  morning  of  the  15th  of  July,  1767.  without 
being  able  to  affign  any  particular  reafon  for 
the  attack,  fuddenly  feized  with  convulfions, 
which  held  her  more  than  an  hour:  foon  after 
the  fit  fhe  perceived  a fmall  pallid  fanguineous 
difeharge  from  the  vagina^  which  alarmed  her 
relations,  and  haflened  their  application  to  me. 
The  patient  was  of  a nervous  habit,  had  a fickly 
countenance  ; the  pulfe  was  fmall  and  feeble,  and 
the  body  coflive : I defired  fhe  might  be  kept 
eafy  and  flill,  not  too  hot,  and,  as  much  as 
pofiible,  forbear  any  kind  of  cxercife-:  I prefcii- 
bed  her  a gentle  opiate  in  the  evening,  and  an 
emollient  clyfler ; befides  this,  1 ordered  her 

every 
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every  fix  hours,  three  fpoonsful  of  a periivian 
mixture,  with  Jyrupus  limoiium;  by  thefe  means, 
we  prevented  any  farther  appearance  of  a uterine 
Jinx,  and  file  remained  tolerably  well  for  about  three 
weeks  ; when,  as  fiie  was  fitting  at  work,  the  fits 
fuddenly  returned,  but  not  fo  violently  as  before : 
and  foon  after  the  paroxyfm,  there  was  again  a 
fmall  difeharge  of  blood  from  the  vagina ; the 
opiate,  clyfter,  and  mixture,  were  now  re- 
peated; befides  which,  a blifter  was  applied 
inter  Jcaptilas^  and,  when  at  any  time,  very  faint 
or  low,  fhe  took  a fpoonful  of  jultpum  e mojeho: 
in  this  method  we  continued  fafe  from  the  fits, 
through  the  advanced  months,  till  the  full  end 
of  her  term ; when  the  labour  pains  came 
on,  accompanied  with  the  fits,  to  a very 
fevere  degree : I was  immediately  called,  found 
her  in  the  midfl  of  the  paroxyfm,  with  an  inci- 
pient hemorrhage  from  the  uterus ; and,  upon 
touching,  perceived  the  os  tince  fully  dilated, 
and  the  feet  and  breech  of  the  child  prefenting: 
the  lafl:  of  which  I gently  pufhed  up,  fecared  the 
feet,  and  the  child  being  fmall,  accompliflied  the 
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delivery  with  very  little  difficulty  ; the  womaft 
continued  weak  a confiderable  time,  but,  at 
length,  recovered:  and  foon  after  becoming  again 
pregnant,  went  into  a decline,  and  died  of  an 
abortion  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fifth  month  ; the 
child,  which  I delivered  her  of,  was  very  weakly, 
and  had  a great  enlargement  of  the  Jpinal  mar- 
row, which  formed  a tumour,  about  the  fize  of 
a tennis  ball ; was  foft,  limpid,  and,  apparently, 
contained  a watery  humour;  in  proportion  as  the 
child  wafied  away,  the  tumour  was  obferved  to 
increafe  in  its  fize,  and  the  child  died  tabid  on 
the  eighth  day  after  it  was  born.— ^ruysch,  in  his 
34th.  obf.  deferibes  a tumour  in  the  Joins  of  a 
fcetiis,  with  a bifid  Jpine;  and  fays,  that  a tu- 
mour frequently  arifes  in  the  loins  of  a fedus, 
while  it  is  yet  an  inhabitant  of  the  uterus ; which 
tumour  is,  in  fome  meafure,  foft,  more  efpeci- 
ally  in  the  middle;  and  frequently,  it  is  limpid, 
as  if  it  was  an  hydatid ; but,  fometimes,  it  is 
found  opaque : it  is  not  always,  he  fays,  the  fame 
in  magnitude,  but,  fometimes,  equal  to  the  fize 
of  a walnut,  and,  fometimes,  as  large  as  a 

middling 
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middling  turnip  : he  alTerts  this  afFe^Hon  to  be 
a dropfy,  and  almofl  the  fame  diforder,  allowing 
for  the  difference  of  fituation  with  that,  which  in 
the  head  of  the  foetus  is  commonly  called  an 
drocephalus : for,  in  the  fame  manner,  fays  he, 
as  in  the  head  of  the  infant,  before  the  bones 
of  the  cranium  are  united  by  means  of  the  futures, 
the  membranes  of  the  brain  and  integuments  of 
the  head,  are  frequently  expanded,  to  a great 
degree,  with  a quantity  of  water,  fo  as  to  form  a 
foft  tumour : in  the  fame  manner  alfo,  there  is  a 
limilar  tumour,  fomctimes,  formed  in  the  back  or 
loins,  but  feldom  in  the  nape  of  the  neck  ; 
which,  however,  he  once  met  with  an  inftance 
of,  and  preferved  it  in  his  repofitory : and  flill 
more  rarely,  continues  our  author,  does  it  happen 
in  the  inferior  and  exterior  part  of  the  os  Jacrum  ; 
an  inftance  of  which,  however,  follows  in  his  next 
obfervation;  where,  nothing  more  was  applied, 
than  a plaifter,  a drying  fotusy  and  a belt. 
As  opening  this  kind  of  tumour,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  himfelf,  and  of  furgeons,  in  general, 
accelerates  the  death  of  the  patient : he  further 
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adds,  that  amongfl  all  the  infants,  which  he 
had  feen  affli61ed  with  this  diforder,  he  never 
knew  one  to  live  fo  long,  as  in  the  lafl;  in- 
fiance ; which  he  imputes  to  the  low  fituation  of 

t 

the  diforder  : in  obf.  56.  he  has  likewife  given 
us,  the  hiftory  of  a tumour,  like  the  preceding: 
a bifid  Jpine  in  the  loins  of  a young  girl,  fifteen 
months  old ; wherein  the  contained  humours 
made  their  way  through  the  integuments,  and  ,on 
the  fecond  or  third  day  after  that,  theunhappy  ob- 
je6l  expired.  In  the  month  of  December,  1769.  I 
had  a new-born  child  brought  to  me  with  a Jpina 
hifi-da,  fituated  under  the  vertebree  lumh)rum  ; I ad- 
vifed  aflringent  fomentations,  to  keep  the  tumour 
covered  with  emplajlrum  fimplex^  and  cautioned 
the  parents,  on  no  account  whatever,  to  fuffer  its 
being  opened;  notwithfianding  which,  an  ig- 
norant old  nurfe  had  the  temerity  to  prick  it  with 
a needle,  and  the  child  expired,  on  the  fourth 
day  after  the  water  had,  by  that  means,  been 
difeharged.  I have  alfo  been  informed  by  a gen- 
tleman of  the  profeffion,  whofe  integrity  and  vera- 
city are  unqucflionable,  that,  in  the  courfe  of 
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his  praelicc,  which  has  for  many  years  been 
very  extenfive,  he  met  with  two  children 
labouring  under  the  complaint  of  bifid  Jpinc ; 
the  tumour  of  one  was  fmall,  and  placed  in  the 
verlebrce  colli,  broke  fpontaneoufly,  and  the  child 
died,  on  the  ninth  day  after,  at  the  age  of  five 
months : and,  that  of  the  other,  in  the  loins, 
was  very  large,  and  remained  unruptured  till  the 
child  died  fuddenly,  about  the  end  of  the  eleventh 
month. — With  regard  to  fits  coming  on  with 
labour  pains ; whatever  is  the  caufe  of  fpafmodic 
flriffure,  it  feems  requifite,  by  all  means,  to  haf- 
ten  the  birth ; if  it  can  be  fafely  conduced,  ci-^ 
ther  by  turning  the  child,  or  delivering  it  with 
the  forceps,  Qiould  the  head  be  fituated  in  fuch 
a manner,  as  to  favour  their  application.  See 

GIFFARD,  cafes  52.  94.  139.  & 206. ASTRUC, 

chap.  3.  has  very  largely  expatiated  on  convul- 
fions,  during  labour  ; and  advifes,  as  the  only 
efficacious  flep  that  can  be  taken,  in  that  dread- 
ful fituation,  to  accelerate  delivery ; becaufe  it 
is  certain,  that  as  foon  as  the  child  is  delivered, 
the  con vul fions  of  the  womb  ceafe,  or  dirninifli, 
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fo  far  as  to  gl'Ce  no  room  to  apprehend  the  mo- 
ther’s life  to  be  in  danger;  efpecially,  if  flie 
cleanfes  well.  See  likewife  dr.  Johnson,  p.  279. 
LA  MOTiE,  obf.  221,  222,  223,  224,  & 225* 
SMELLiE,  vol.  ii.  coll.  i8.  no.  5.  cafes  i,  2,  Sc 
and  the  fame  author,  vol.  iii.  coll.  33.  no.  3, 
cafes  1,  2,  3,  Sc  4.  Dr.  leake,  in  his  fixth  fec- 
tion  of  Pra£l;ical  Obfervations,  has  publifhed  no 
lefs  than  feven  cafes  of  convuHions  ; and  very 
judicioufly  fpoken  of  the  nature,  and  laid  down 
rules  for  the  treatment  of  fuch  diflreffing  com- 
plaints, both  before,  and  at  the  time,  of  labour. 

See  cafes  80,  81,  82,  Sc  83,  of  this  colleflion. 
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CASE  XLVII, 

D EE  MING  it  improper  to  recapitulate 

every  particular  circumflance  attending  the  un- 

liappy  fubjecl  of  this  cafe  ; I fliall  only  obferve^ 

that  in  the  year  1772.  flie  was  committed  on  the 

coroner’s  inquefl,  to  take  her  trial  at  the  next 

alTizes,  on  fufpicion  of  murdering  her  new-borrj 

infant:  on  whom,  as  no  very  extraordinary  marks  ^ 

of  violence  appeared,  the  experiment  of  immerf- 

ing  the  lungs  in  water,  was,  by  fome  perfons, 

thought  neceffary,  and  accordingly  tried ; but,  as 

a fallacious  pradice,  which  ought,  long  lince, 

to  have  been  exploded  by  the  faculty,  I did 

/ 

not  choofe  to  reft,  either  my  opinion  or  judg- 

t 

ment  thereon ; being  fully  perfuaded,  that  the 
finking  of  the  lungs  does,  by  no  means,  prove, 

that 
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that  the  child  was  flill-born  ; as  it  may  cafually 
die  in  the  birth,  or  be  hrangled  in  that  fituation, 
before  ever  the  air  can  have  entered,  fo  as  fully 
to  inflate  the  lungs:  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
their  proving  bouyant,  and  fwimming  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  is  far  from  being  a jufl  cri- 
terion, to  determine  the  child’s  having  been  born 
alive : and,  as  a farther  authority,  to  fupport  my 
opinion,  I fliall  tranferibe  the  fentiments  of  an 
eminent  furgeon ; who,  in  reading  a lecture 
upon  the  lungs,  at  surgeons  hall,  took  occafion 
to  deliver  himfelf  to  the  following  efFeft. 

“ AND  here,  I mufl:  beg  leave,  gentlemen,  to 
“ take  notice  of  a method,  made  ufe  of  by  Ibme. 
“ of  the  facukv,  to  afeertain,  whether  an  infant 

0 

“ is  born  alive  or  dead ; which  is,  by  opening 
“ the  thorax  of  the  fufpefted  infant,  taking  out 
“the  lungs,  and  cafling  them  into  water;  if 
“ they  fink,  it  is  looked  upon  as  a fab!,  that  the 
“ child  was  Rill-born  ; but,  if  they  (wim,  then, 
“ without  all  doubt,  the  child  w^as  born  alive. 
“ The  truth  of  this  experience,  is  founded  on 

“ tilde 
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‘ tliefe  reafons:  all  creatures,  vvliicli  come  Into 
“ the  world  alive,  mufl  breathe ; which  breath, 
being  received  into  the  lungs,  mufl  neceffaril)^' 

“ inflate  and  pufT  them  up:  and.tho’  in  death, 

“ it  in  a great  meafure  expires,  yet  tliere  hill  re- 
**  mains  as  much  air  in  the  veficul^,  as  to  make 
“ them  buoyant  in  water:  on  the  contrary,  when 
“ flill-born,  as  it  is  impofhble,  in  that  hate,  for 
“ the  lungs  to  receive  air,  they  mufl,  confe- 
quently,  fubfide  and  fink:  now  this  manner  of 
“ reafoning,  however  fpecious  it  may  appear  ; or, 

“ whatever  authority  it  may  be  fupported  by,  is 
“ not  flridly  true,  as  I,  myfelf,  can  affirm;  ha- 
ving,  in  the  courfc  of  my  pradice,  had  an 
Opportunity  of  trying  the  foregoing  experi- 
“ merits  upon  two  different  births ; the  one  was 
born  alive,  but  died  foon  after;  the  other 
“dead;  when  behold!  the  lungs  of  the  former 
“ funk;  and  thofe  of  the  other,  to  our  great 
aflonifliment,  fwam  ! thefe,  together  with  many 
“ other  experiments,  I have  fince  made  upon  the 
“ lungs  of  different  animals,  convince  me,  there  is 
“ no  dependence,  upon  what  dr.  gibson  looked 

“ upon 
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**  upon  as  infallible  ; for,  although  it  may,  fbme- 
“times,  prove  true:  upon  the  whole,  it  fhould 
“ be  regarded  no  otherwife,  than  as  a very  un- 
“ certain  and  precarious  proof  of  the  fa6l  in 
“ queflion.  I make  bold,  therefore,  to  recom- 
“ mend  to  all  the  gentlemen  who  hear  me  (as  a 
“ thing  of  the  utmofl  confequence)  to  take  every 
“ opportunity  to  explode  fuch  a notion  out  of  our 
“ practice : and,  to  be  particularly  careful,  to 
“ caution  our  pupils  againfl  giving  judgment  in 
“ fuch  cafes;  fince,  it  may  come  to  pafs,  that,. 
“ on  fuch  judgment,  may  depend  the  lives 
“ of  many  poor  unhappy  women.'” 

THE  celebrated  de  haen,  in  a chapter  on  this 
very  fubje^l,  De  Pulmone  innatante  aut  Jubjidenic 
in  aqua,  has  very  juflly  exploded  the  erroneous 
opinion,  that  has  hitherto  been  but  too  com- 
monly entertained,  concerning  this  matter.  See 
his  P<Gtio  Mcdendi,  tom.  i,  p.  114* 
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CASE  XL  VIII. 

In  the  morning  of  October  4,  1766.  I was 
fent  for  to  a young  woman,  who  had  been 
in  Jabour  of  her  firh  child,  for  the  fpace  of 
three  whole  days  and  nights,  and  was  attended 
by  a midwife:  upon  examining,  I found  the' 
foft  parts  thoroughly  dilated,  and  the  vertex, 
which  was  eafily  diftinguifhable  by  the  Jutura 
larnhdoidalis  pre Tenting  to  the  os  externum,  and  the 
chin  a little  below  the  great  angle  of  the  Jacrum  ; 
a fituation,  ever  fortunately  adapted  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  forceps,  fliould  the  contradile 
force  of  the  uterus  be  found  infufficient  to  expel 
the  head,  or  the  w^oman  be  in  any  danger,  which 
was  eventually  the  cafe  before  me  ; for,  after 
W’aiting  three  hours,  and  perceiving  the  patient’s 
flrcngth,  which  had  been  exhauflcd  by  the  num- 
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berkfs  pains  flie  had  endured^  from  the  firft  of 
her  labour,  to  decline^  and  feeing  no  profpe6l  of 
advantage -to  be  gained  by  delay  j having  firft 
advifed  an  emollient  clyfter  to  empty  the  intef- 
tines,  I refolved  to  make  ufe  of  the  ftrait  fhort 
forceps ; but  was  foiled  in  my  operation  by  the 
length  of  the  head,  which  was  longer  than  the 

clams  of  the  inftrument : I,  therefore,  found 

inyfelf  obliged  to  withdraw  it,  and  have  re- 

courfe  to  the  long  curved  forceps ; which,  ha* 
ving  fixt,  it  was  my  principal  care  to  fupport  the 
perinaum,  and  in  the  moft  deliberate  manner,  ef- 
feft  the  extradion  of  the  head;  ufing  the  utmoft 
caution  to  incline  the  handles  of  thefe  forceps,  as 
much  pofteriorly  as  poffible ; a rule,  never  to  be 
forgotten  in  their  application,  left,  by  the  extra- 
ordinary length  of  their  points^  much  damage  be 
fuftained  by  the  Jacrum  : thus  I delivered  the 
head,  preferved  the  pcrinceum  and  Jacrum,  and 
conducted  the  reft  of  the  delivery,  as  is  ufual  in 
a natural  labour.  The  child  was  born  alive, 
and  not  the  leaft  mark  of  the  forceps  was  to  be 

perceived  on  the  head  * but,  the  mother,  by 

/ 
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tdtcliing  cold,  was  feized  on  the  third  day  after 
her  delivery,  with  a violent  and  exceeding  ftrong 
{hivering  fit,  fUcceeded  by  a fever;  the  pulfc 
was  quick  and  full ; the  fkin  very  Hot  and  dry ; 
Ihe  had  an  infatiable  thirft ; complained  of 
weight  arid  uneafiriefs  in  the  belly,  and  exqulfite 
tendernefs  over  the  whole  hypogaftric  region; 
the  breads  Were  flaccid,  and  there  was  a total 
fuppreflion  of  the  lochia.  I took  away  eight 
ounces  of  bloody  arid  afterwards  gave  her  a lax- 
ative draught  of  oL  ricini^  magnejia  and  manna^ 
diffolved  in  dq^.  hyjfopiij  which  gently  operated  by 
flool;  and,  for  fome  hours  after,  fhe  appeared 
much  relieved ; but  foon  afterwards  relapfed,  and 
complained  of  great  third;  and  heat,  with  pain  and 
tendon  in  her  belly:  I now  adminidered  the 
tartar  emetic  in  fmall  dofes:  recommended  di- 
luting liquors;  and  bladders^  half  filled  with 
warm  water,  wrapped  in  flannels,  were  applied 
to  the  abdomen  arid  foies  of  her  feet;  but  to  no 
effeed ; for,  fhe  had  now,  a wild,  diflieffed,-  ea- 
ger countenance ; a tremulous  finking  pulfe  ; a 
univerfal  tremor  of  the  whole  body;  a fixed 
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crimfon  appeared  on  her  cheeks ; her  lips  were 
livid ; the  noArils  emitted  an  ichorous  fetid  dif* 
charge : appeared  tenfe  and  expanded ; fhe  be- 
came delirious ; was  convulfed ; had  cold  fweats 
and  the  hiccup:  and,  notwiihflanding  every  care 
and  attention,  died  on  the  fifth  day  from  the  firft 
attack,  and  the  eighth  from  delivery:  this  cafe 
foon  after  it  happened,  was  communicated  to 
dr.  MACKENZIE,  who,  in  his  anfwer  to  my  letter, 
approved  of  the  application  of  the  long  curved 
forceps,  as  the  flrait  Ihort  ones  were  found  un- 
ecjual  to  the  bufinefs;  cautions  againfl;  the 
hafly  ufe  of  them,  confines  it  to  the  head,  when 
low  advanced  in  the  pelvis  ; and  gives  an  in- 
flance,  of  a woman,  who  he  was  informed,  by 
receiving  a blow,  fell  into  labour,  and  continued 
fo  for  two  days  and  nights,  and  then  died ; from, 
which  he  infers,  that>  as  the  head  was  low  down 
in  the  pelvis,  it  was  an  unpardonable  omifTion, 
not  to  have  tried  the  forceps ; as,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, the  life  of  the  woman  might,  by  that  means, 
have  been  preferved:  the  forceps,  he  adds,  is 
always  preferable  to  the  fillet,  and  generally  fuc- 

cceds 
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ceds  beft,  after  the  woman  has  had  one  child  ; 
he  death  of  the  woman  he  attributes  to  the  lochial 
ever;  which,  there  is  every  probability  to  fup- 
ofe,  was  the  immediate  efFed  of  an  obflru6led 
(crfpiration  from  her  taking  cold.  As  it  is  my 
eneral  method,  to  venture  upon  the  ufc  of  foine 
ixative  medicine,  on  the  fecond  or  third  day,  at 
irtheh,  after  the  delivery;  particularly,  where 
le  habit  is  flrong,  and  the  child  is  not  intended 
) fuck  the  mother;  I fhall  take  the  liberty  of 
uoting  the  approbation  of  dr.  leake,  for  this 
radicc;  and  give  it  in  his  own  words,  as  fol- 
>w  — “ Some,  he  fays,  are  fo  timorous,  that 
Ley  will  not  venture  to  give  laxatives,  till  the 
lurth  or  fifth  day  after  the  delivery,  left  they 
ould  check  the  lochial  dijeharge,  or  bring  on  a 
Liigcrous  purging;  but  the fc,  he  affirms,  to  be 
ineceffary  cautions,  as  he  never  knew  the  lochia 
terrupted,  nor  any  diarrhoea  brought  on  by 
eir  feafonable  and  proper  ufe ; but  that,  on 
e contrary,  the  laft  will  often  fuddenly  happen, 
ben  the  body  is  fuffered  to  remain  too  long  cof- 
€,  in  confequence  of  tlie  inteftines  being  over 
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diftended  with  the  indurated  fseces,  which  create 
pain,  and  flimulate  thena  to  expel  their  contents : 
and,  he  further  adds,  that  the  more  the  body  is 
kept  cool  and  temperate  by  a folutive  regimen, 
the  better  chancy  the  patient  will  have  to  avoid  a 
fever,  and  the  more  regularly  will  all  the  natural 
fecretions  and  excretions  be  carried  off,” 

IT  is  to  be  obferyed,  that  the  milk  in  this  pat 
tient,  went  totally  off  on  the  third  day  after  fhe 
was  attacked,  and  never  appeared  afterwards.  In 
cafes  of  recovery  from  the  puerperal  feyer,  the 
milk  which  difappeared  at  the  beginning  of  the 
diforder,  ufually  returns  again  ; by  which  means, 
the  patient  is  much  relieved. 


CASE 
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CASE  XLIX. 

A HE  eighth  of  October,  1766.  I was  called 
to  attend  a woman,  vvhofe  child’s  head  had 
been  delivered  two  hours,  without  the  mid- 
wife's being  able  to  deliver  the  fhoulders ; 
in  which  fituation,  at  my  arrival,  1 found 
both  mother  and  child;  and  underflood,  that  for 
fome  days  before,  foetid  waters  had  been  dif- 
charged  from  the  vagina,  and  the  labour  had 
been  very  flow  and  lingering  till  the  very  laft, 
when  the  head  was  puflied  forward  by  ftrong 
pains,  and  there  remained ; notwithflanding  the 
efforts  of  the  woman  had  ftill  continued  to  force 
with  fome  violence,  but  were  now  became  lan- 
guid, and  the  woman  was  faint  and  much  deje£led: 
the  pericranium  peeled  off  to  the  touch,  and  the 
head  was  in  fo  putrified  a ftate,  as  to  fmell  very 
p.ffenfively  ; in  order  to  extricate  the  Ihoulders, 

^ ^ 4 I endea- 
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I endeavoured  to  introduce  a finger  on  each  fide 
of  them,  as  far  as  the  axilla ; which,  after  fom^ 
difficulty,  was  effected,  but,  to  no  purpofe ; for  the 
ftioulders  continued  immoveable,  notwithflanding 
the  mofl  violent  and  extraordinary  pains,  and,  in 
vain  were  my  efforts  to  bring  them  forward,  till  I 
had  recourfe  to  the  blunt  hook ; by  the  affiflan^e 
of  which,  they  were  alternately  brought  down,  and 
delivered:  the  hips  made  fome  refiflance,  and  the 
placenta^  which  foon  after  came  away,  was  exceed- 
ing large ; being,  in  diameter,  almofi  eight  inches, 
and  two  inches  thick;  befides  which,  between 
the  ramifications  of  its  veffels,  it  was,  in  fome 
parts,  cornuous;  and,  in  others,  perfedly  carti- 
laginous ; which  extraordinary  conformation 
might,  probably,  in  fome  meafure,  obfirud  the 
vital  circulation  of  the  fottus,  and  occafion  its 
death:  the  head  of  this  child,  although  enlarged 
by  putrefadion,  was  not  of  an  uncommon 
fize ; but,  the  breadth  of  its  body,  at  the  flioul- 
ders,  from  whence  proceeded  the  principal  diffi- 
culty, was  nearly  eight  inches,  and  a quarter; 
and,  at  the  breech,  it  meafured  between  feven 

and 
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and  eight  inches.  The  woman  was  eafy  after 
delivery,  refted  well  at  night,  and,  at  the  end  of 
the  month,  was  pcrfe6lly  recovered ; flie  had. 
before,  borne  two  childien,  which  were  both  very 
large  and  healthy.  To  account  for  the  puflibility  . 
of  the  flioulders  of  this  width,  being  delivered  as 
they  were ; it  may  be  necefTary  to  confider,  the 
great  comprelTion,  which  they  are  capable  of  fuf- 
taining,  by  which  means  their  paffage  is  facili- 
tated.— MAURicKAU  has  a mofl  remarkable,  and 
extraordinary  cafe  of  this  kind,  which  happened 
to  him  whilft  he  praftifed  xMidwifery  in  the  Ho- 
tel de  Dieu,  in  the  year  1660.  Vide  lib.  ii.  p. 

1 98.— 'GiFFARD,  in  cafe  150,  relates  the  very 
great  difficulty,  which  occurred  to  him  from  the 
largcnefs  of  the  flioulders,  after  the  head  had 
been  brought  forward,  and  delivered  by  means  of 
his  extractor:  the  child,  he  fays,  was  born  alive ; 
but,  about  two  hours  after,  was  feized  with  a 
conviilfion  fit,  in  which  it  died:  and,  cafe  183, 
of  the  fame  author,  contains  the  relation  of  a 
fimilar  difficulty,  in  which  the  child  was  horn  alive, 
and  did  well.  — la  motte  fpeaks  of  a delivery 

of 
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of  tills  kind,  as  one  of  the  moft  difficult  which 
can  polfibly  happen ; and  gives  a caution  againft 
too  much  force  being  made  ufe  of,  for  fear  of 
feparating  the  head  from  the  body ; as  happened 
in  the  cafe  above  quoted  from  mauriceau.  Vide 
LA  MOTTE,  obf.  J2  2.  3 1 & 316.  and,  dr, 

BURTON,  obf.  8.  who  alfo  obferves,  that  the 
head,  taking  it  from  the  os  fronlis  to  the  occiput^ 
is  bigger,  in  general,  than  the  fhoulders  ; from 
which,  he  infers,  that  the  dilatation  made  by  the 
head,  will  more  than  fuffice  to  give  a pafTage  to. 
the  fhoulders  : which,  from  their  pliable  texture, 
he  adds,  will  readily  fhape  themfelves  to  that 
cylindrical  cavity,  the  tiue  pelvis. : and  herein, 
our  author  argues  mechanically  right,  fo  far  as 
regards  a juft  and  happy  proportion  of  the  jatus 
and  pelvis  \ but,  when  the  dimenfions  of  the 
flioulders  exceed  thofe  of  the  head ; as,  in  the 
cafe  wherein  I was  engaged,  it  will  be  readily 
granted,  that  the  dilatation  occafioned  by  the 
delivery  of  the  head,  will  have  little  or  no  effect 
in  facilitating  the  paflage  of  the  flioulders  ; w^hich 
rauft  necclTarily  become  the  work  of  cither  the 
fingers  or  blunt  hook.  CAS& 
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C A S E L. 

TT  H E following  cafe  occurred  to  me  the  2 2d 
of  NOVEMBER,  1)66.  A young  woman,  in  the 
workhoufe  of  east  peckham,  in  this  county, 
had  been  in  flrong  labour  for  four  days  and 
‘ nights;  the  waters  were  evacuated  in  the  morning 
of  the  fccond  day:  a midwife  was  in  waiting 
from  the  beginning;  and  finding,  as  fhe  expreffed 
it,  that  the  child  came  wrong,  had  frequently  en- 
deavoured to  turn,  and  deliver  it;  tho\  I could 
not  learn,  that  her  knowledge  of  its  fituation, 
entitled  her  to  any  fuch  hope  or  expedation ; at 
length,  the  pains  had  entirely  ceafed,  the  poor 
w'oman’s  flrength  was  exhaufted,  and  fhe  was 
become  fo  very  low  and  weak,  as  to  make  the 
danger  of  her  cafe  obvious  to  every  one  prefent. 
In  this  critical  fituation  of  things,  a meflage  was 
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difpatclied  for  me ; but,  a few  minutes  before 
my  arrival,  I was  informed,  that  the  padent  had 
been  fei^.ed  with  floodings  and  convulGons,  and 
before  I could  well  reach  the  chamber,  flie  ex- 
pired; I immediately  examined,  and  found  the 
child  lying  tranfverfely,  and  prefenting  with  the 
thorax.  The  probability  of  the  child’s  being 
flill  alive,  and  all  refiftance  of  the  parts  being 
over,  by  the  death  of  its  mother,  I intro- 
duced my  hand  .into  the  uterus,  in  fearch  of 
the  feet,  which  I fooii  obtained,  and  delivered 
the  child  with  no  great  difficulty ; it  appeared 
very  livid,  made  a faint  noife,  gave  one  gafp, 
and  died  in  about  a minute  after  its  birth.  It 
gave  me  the  moft  fenfible  pain,  to  refle£l  on  the 
great  n,egle(fi,  of  not  employing  .proper  manual 
affiftance,  in  due  time;  as  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  had  that  been  the  cafe,  both  mother  and  child 
mio[ht  have  been  laved : for  it  is.  to  be  remember- 
ed,that,  in  all  tranfverfe  pofitions.of  the  foetus,  it  is 
impoffible,  that  it  fhould  receive  any  favourable 
advantage  from  the  force  of  the  pain ; and, 
without  neceffaiy  affiftance,  both  parent  and 

child. 


[ 293  ] 

child  muft  unfortunately  perifli.  It  is  much  to 
be  lamented,  that  the  management  of  fuch  im- 
portant labours,  fliould  often  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  uninftrufled  and  perverfe  female  prafti- 
tioner;  by  which  means,  the  moft  defirable  op- 
portunity of  relief  and  aflTiflance,  is  for  ever  fa- 
tally loll ; and,  if  not,  perhaps,  when  the  ac- 
coucheur arrives,  he  finds  the  waters  have  been 
too  long  evacuated;  by  which  means,  the  uterus 
is  flrongly  contra(fied,  and  the  operation  of 
turning  thereby  become  a talk  of  much  diffi- 
culty to  himfelf,  and  more  perilous  to  his  pati- 
ent, than  if  he  had  been  called  fooner:  it  muft 
be  allowed,  that  the  method  of  delivering  by  the 
feet,  is  the  firft  of  all  modern  improvements  in 
the  art  of  midwifery,  and  to  which  we  owe  the 
prefervation  of  many  lives ; which,  by  the  an- 
cient pra^lice  of  bringing  the  head  to  a natural 
prefentation,  muft  often  have  been  inevitably  loft. 
The  neceflity  of  giving  the  child  a chance  for  life, 
whenever  called  upon  in  fuch  a deplorable  cafe, 
as  I have  above  deferibed,  by  a fpeedy  delive- 
ry, is  felf-evident;  as  children  have  been  often 

known 
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known  to  furvive  in  utero  for  fdme  timfe  aftef 
the  death  of  the  mother : and,  in  fupport  of  this 
dfgtiment,  I (hall  fele6l  the  following  obferva- 
tionS  and  fads,  frotn  many  others,  which  may 
be  foiihd  in  authori  of  equal  refped  and  au- 
thenticity ; and,  which  may  be  alfo  proved  from 
the  operation  of  the  Ccejarian  fedion,  fome  time 
after  the  death  of  the  mother;  and  children 
have  been  taken  out  alive,  who  have  long  fur- 
vived.— MAURI CEAtj;  obf.  315.  faw  a live  child 
taken  out  of  its  dead  mother,  ^ fortnight  before 
the  end  of  her  reckoning.  — Schenkius,  Obf. 
Med.  lib.  iv;  de  Paftu,  obf  14.  relates  the  cafe 
of  a woman,  who  died  about  five  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  at  three  o’  clock  next  morning, 
the  by-ftanders  heard  a great  crack,  when  a child 
was  born  dead : he  alfo  adds,  that  it  had  two 
fore  teeth.  - — harvey  de  Generatione  Animal, 
mentions  a child  bfeing  born  fome  hours  after 
death.— IDO  wolfius,  Obf  Chirurg.  Medic,  lib. 
i.  obf  41.  gives  an  account  of  a woman,  wh(> 
died  in  labour,  in  july,  1667.  fix  hours  after 
whofe  death,  the  hufband  perceiving  a motion  in 

thd 
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ile  abdomeiti  called  others  to  fee  it,  and  would 
lave  had  the  Cajarian  operation  performed,  but 
7ZS  hindered  by  them;  however,  a child  was 
►rought  forth  dead,  eighteen  hours  after  the  wo- 
nan’s  deceafe. — georgius  dethaldingius,  m, 

I.  c.  DEC.  3.  ann,  7.  8c  8.  Append,  p.  77.  fpeaks 
)f  an  healthy  child  that  was  born  half  art 
lour  after  the  woman’s  deceafe; — ho  ratios  au- 
jENius  de  Miff.  Sanguin.  lib.  5.  Epift.  2.  cap. 

II.  lib.  6.  cap.  15.  fol.  m.  184.  fays,  he  faw  a 
iving  child  taken  out  of  its  dead  mother,  whoi 
lied  of  an  ulcer  in  the  womb ; fhe  had  been 
wenty  days  without  meat  or  drink,  having  vo- 
nited  up  every  thing  fhe  took  immediately. — jo- 
CANNES  DOLii:us,  M.  N.  c.  DEC.  11.  ann.  5.  obf. 

1 87.  deferibes  the  cafe  of  a woman,  eight  months 
^one  with  child,  who  died  of  a fever  the  next  day : 
and,  the  day  following,  the  by-flanders  obferved 
the  child  to  move  for  twelve  hours  ; but,  as  there 
was  no  phyfician  or  furgeon  to  affift,  it  was  left 
there : the  fame  author  alfo  fays,  that  he  law 
another  child  move  in  the  belly  of  a woman, 
who  died  the  day  before  of  an  apoplexy. — corn. 
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stALPAST  vAnder  wiell,  Obf.  rar.  Centuf* 
Pofter.  Obf.  32  Schol.  p.355.  and  petrus  stal* 
PART  Differt.  de  Feet.  Nutrit.  p.  45,  both  join 
in  the  following  wonderful  relation : that  at  the 
fiege  of  BERGEN  OP  ZOOM  (not  the  lafl)  a fol- 
dier  s wife,  near  her  time,  was  getting  fome  wa- 
ter, and  was  cut  in  two  by  a cannon  ball  ; info- 
muchj  that  the  child,  in  its  membranes,  fell  into 
the  water ; where  it  continued  fome  time,  and 
then  was  found  by  a foldier;  who,  obferving 
fomething  to  move,  took  it  up ; the  child,  by 
order  of  the  Cordua,  was  taken  out  of  the  mem- 
branes, and  was  chriflened  albertus  ambro- 
sius. — ^EHREN  fr.  hagendom.  Hifl.  Mcd.  Phyf* 
Cent.  3.  Hifl.  13.  mentions  a perfon,  who  died 
in  labour  on  January  12,  1683.  and  fome  hours 
after,  a living  child  was  born,  and  w^as  baptized. 
vESLiNGius,  Obf.  Anatom.  7.  fays,  a woman 
died  on  the  6th  of  January,  1633.  of  an  epilep- 
fy;  and,  on  the  8th,  a child  was  born:— harvey 
in  his  work  de  Generat.  Anim.  and  matthaeus 
in  his  Quasfl.  Medic.  4.  both  affirm  their  having 
feen  a living  child,  that  was-  born  fome  hours 

after 
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after  the  mother  s death : the  former  of  the  laft 

t 

mentioned  writers  afferts,  that,  when  the  mother 
was  even  extinfl;,  and  almofl  ftiff  with  cold,  he 
had  often  found  the  umbilical  arteries  beating, 
and  the  falus  vigorous  and  flrong:  he  alfo  denies 
the  anajlamofis  of  the  veffels  between  the  placenta 
and  uterus;  in  which  opinion,  I find  many  of 
our  modern  writers  accord:  and  dr.  burton, 
in  particular,  when  fpeaking  upon  this  topic, 
refers  to  many  of  the  above  authors,  and  afferts, 
that,  as  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  both  in  the 
mother  and  child,  depends  upon  their  own  hearts 
and  veffels,  the  one  can  live,  though  the  other 
die:  in  proof  of  which  doflrine,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  his  book  of  midwifery,  p.  26. 
29.  & 30.  — Dr.  LEAKE  is  very  curious  upon 
this  matter,  and  fays,  if  we  may  compare  vegeta- 
bles with  animals,  it  feems  mofl;  likely,  that  the 
child  in  the  womb  is,  at  firft,  nourifhed  by  the 
fame  abforbent  powers,  as  roots  in  the  earth ; or, 
Vikt  parafite  plants,  which  draw  their  nourifliment 
from  the  body  into  which  they  are  inferted,  ac- 
cording to  Parsons’s  analogy  between  the  pro- 
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pagation  of  animals  and  vegetables : perhapfJ^ 
continues  our  author,  it  may  alfo  be  a probable 

Gonje£lure,  that  i\it  tUerine  veflels,  which  enter 

* 

the  cellular  fub fiances  of  the  placenta^  may  there 
depofit  a nutritious  lymph,  which  is  afterwards 
abforbed  by  the  extreme  branches  of  the  umbilical 
vein,  for  the  fervice  of  foetus:  from  this  rea- 
foning,  drawn  from  the  flru£ture  of  the  parts ; a 
circumflaiice,  he  obferves,  which  has  often  ap- 
peared unaccountable,  becaufe  it  was  imper- 
» 

fedly  underdood,  will  become  more  obvious 
and  plain,  viz.  why  the  child  may  survive  in 
ntero  for  a conliderable  time,  and  without  being 
deprived  of  blood,  although  the  mother  is  al- 
moft  exhaufled,  and  brought  to  the  hour  of 
death,  by  a profufe  difeharge  of  that  fluid ; for 
the  blood,  in  flooding  cafes,  is  immediately  dif- 
charged  from  thoje  very  veffds  ivhich  Jprmg  from 
ike  uterus,  and  enter  into  the  cellular  fubflance 
of  the  placenta,  and  not  from  the  extreme 
branches  of  the  funis  umbilicalis  ; the  Jirfl  being 
parts  peculiar  to  the  uterus,  the  lojl  proper  to  the 
child  : our  author  further  remarks,  that  a new^ 

horn 
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lorn  child  will  live,  for  many  hours  after  the 
birth,  without  nourlfliment ; for  it  then  exifts 
by  a circulation  of  its  owii,  and  being  replete 

with  blood  and  juices,  hands  in  no  immediate 

« 

need  of  an  additional  fupply:  in  like  manner  it 

: 

will  continue  alive  for  a given  time  in  uUro,  when 
cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the  mother  ; 
that  is,  after  an  entire  feparation  df  the  placenta  ; 
but,  although  it  there:  receives  no  red  blood,  it 
mult  necelTarily  languifh  and  die,  at  laft,  from 
the  waint  of  lymph,  or,  that  nutritious  fome- 
thing,  which  is  effential  to  life;  like  a tender 
plant,  which  cannot  long  fubfift  without  the  ufe 
of  water,  or  refrefhing  fhowers. — In  the  Mif- 
cell.  Natur.  curiof.  may  be  found  feveral  inftances 
of  women  dying  gravid,  who  were  afterwards  de- 
livered of  living  children,  horstius  likewife 
'has  pubiifhed  a hiflory  of  this  kind ; and  Ray- 
naud, in  his  book  De  O'rtu  Infantum  contra  Na- 
turain,  is  full  of  fuch  marvellous  flories : Hoff- 
man alfo  attempts  ferioufly  to  account  for  fuch 
extraordinary  births  by  the  expanfion  of  putrid 
, ir. 
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CASE  LI. 

T 

AN  FEBRUARY,  1773.  I was  fent  for  to  a per-^ 

fon,  about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  who  had 

' been  many  hours  in  hrong  labour,  having  had 

the  rnembranes-  broke  in  the  beginning:  upon 

touching  her,  I found  the  foft  parts  not  confi- 
« 

derably  dilated ; but  by  feeling  the  iumbral 
fpine,  difcovered  that  the  child  was  tranfverfely 
fituated,’  and  prefented  with  the  back ; the  pains, 
frorh  having  been  violent  and  fevere,  w^ere  now 
become  w'eak  and  feeble,  and  the  woman  ap- 
peared very  low,  and  much  diflieartened,  thro* 
the  perfualion  of  the  child’s  death;  which,  for’ 
fome  time,  had  been  the  general  opinion  of  her 
attendants,  although  there  was  no  one  fymptoin 
to  fupport  it.  I'he  patient  being  placed  in  a 
convenient  poflure,  I pafled  my  hand,  well  hi-  • 

bricateJ, 
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bricated,  along  the  facru?n  of  the  child  found  the 
nales  to  the  pofterior  fide  of  the  thighs,  till  I 
reached  the  feet,  brought  them  down ; and  the 
child  not  being  very  large,  finiHied  the  delivery, 
as  is  ufual  in  preternatural  prefentalions : the 
child,  contrary  to  all  expe£lation,  was  born  alive, 
and  no  uncommon  circumftance  attended  the  de- 
^ livery  of  the  placenta ; the  recovery  of  this  patient 
was  as  remarkably  good,  as  her  cafe  had  proved 
preternaturally  bad ; for,  on  the  eighth  day  after 
her  delivery,  fhe  was  able  to  carry  a bafket  of 
butter,  on  horfeback,  to  a market  feme  miles 
from  her  refidence : it  is  fomething  extraordi- 
nary, that  this  woman  has  fince  had  two  chil- 
dren ; one  of  which  offered  with  the  breech,  and 
was  delivered  by  the  natural  pains ; and  the 
other,  with  the  knees,  which  required  the  affi  fi- 
ance of  the  hand, — mauriceau  obferves,  that  if 

it  be  the  back  which  prefents,  it  is  impoffible 

* 

the  child  fliould  be  born  in  that  poflure,  what 
pains  fo  ever  the  mother  endures ; and  belides, 
the  child  having  the  body  folded  inwards,  and 
atoofl  double,  its  breaft  and  belly  are  fo  preffed 
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together,  that  It  ufually  wants  little  of  being 
fufFocated;  to  avoid  which,  he  recommends  it 
to  the  furgeon,  to  quickly  Aide  his  hand  along 
the  back  towards  the  inferior  parts,  until  he 
meets  the  feet,  and  to  bring  dt  forth  the  fame 
way,  as  if  it  came  footling. — dionis,  fpeaking  of 
the  child  in  this  fituation,  fays,  each  effort  that 
the  mother  makes,  bends  it : and  the  parts  con* 
tained  in  the  thorax  apd  ahdomerij  are  fo  com- 
preffed,  that,  if  the  child  remains  long  in  this 
flate,  it  is  in  danger  pf  being  fuffocated;  and 
direfls  the  hand  of  the  furgeon  to  be  employed 
in  fearch  of  the  feet. — daventer,  p.  216.  ob- 
ferves,  it  is  not  fo  rare  orfeldom,  that  infants  come 
with  their  back  forw^ards  into  the  paffage,  as  with 
the  belly;  for  a prone  bending,  i.  e,  with  the 
face  dowmwards,  is  natural;  but  a fupine,  i*  e. 
with  the  face  upwards,  is  troublefome  to  the  in- 
fant: whence,  continues  our  author,  moA;  infants 
offer  themfelves  bent,  more  or  lefs,  with  their 
face  downwards : he  alfo  adds  many  ufeful  di* 
regions  conceining  the  delivery  of  the  child, 
when  thus  fituated ; to  which  the  reader  is  refer- 
red. 


[ ] 

reJ. — Dr.  ould  defcnbes  a child  thus  fituatcd,  to 
be  in  great  danger  of  fufFocation,  jif  not  fpccdily 
brought  forth  ; as  the  mother  s forcing  doubles  its 
belly,  bread  and  chin  together,  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, that  it  cannot  poffibly  endure  it  long.— Dr. 
PUGH  is  of  the  fame  opinion;  and  p.  105.  gives 
fome  ufcful  indrudions  for  the  management  of 
the  child  in  its  delivery,-  when  thus  circumdanced. 
GiFFARD  fpeaks  of  a delivery,  where  the  child 
prefented  with  the  middle  of  the  back  : the  wo- 
man was  in  labour,  he  tells  us,  of  a podhu- 
mous  child  ; he  had  delivered  her  of  a former 
child,  which  prefented  its  head  fird : as  foon  as 
he  came,  he  paffed  two  fingers  into  the  vagina^ 
but  could  not  feel  any  part  of  the  child  ; from 
whence,  he  concluded,  it  mud  lie  in  a wrong 
podure  for  the  birth:  the  membranes  were  not 
broke,  and  the  os  internum  wide  enough  to  admit  his 
hand ; whereupon  he  broke  the  membranes,  and  - 

I 

difeovered  the  child  lying  acrofs  the  uterus^  with 
the  middle  of  the  back  towards  the  os  internum  ; ho 
fird  met  with  a hand,  and  afterwards  with  a leg 
^md  foot,  which  he  drew  out ; and  then,  repading 
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his  hand,  brought  down  the  other,  and  joining 
them  together,  took  hold  of  both,  with  a foft 
cloth,  and  delivered  the  child  to  the  flioulders ; 
but  the  head  flicking  between  the  bones  of  the 
pelvisy  to  enlarge  the  palTage,  he  firlt  brought 
down  one  arm,  and  afterwards  the  other  ; but 
did  not  deliver  the  head  without  much  difficulty  : 
he  was  appreherifive  the  child  would  not  be  born 
alive : but,  to  the  furprize  of  all  that  were  pre- 
fent,  it  was : and  the  placenta  being  wholly  dif- 
engaged  from  the  xiterus^  and,  in  part  protruding 
through  the  internum,  it  was  brought  away 
with  eafe:  he  remarks  the  advantage  of  being 
early  fent  for  before  the  membranes  break ; 
the  waters  pafs  off ; or,  the  womb  collapfes 
and  contra6ls  about  the  child:  and,  that  when 
the  contrary  happens  to  be  the  cafe,  the  great 
difficulty,  which  mull  confequently  accrue  to  the 
operator  ; which,  in  many  cafes,  he  very  jullly 
attributes  to  the  ignorance,  or  lelf-fufficicncy 
of  the  midwife ; who,  either  not  knowing  how 
to  behave  in  fuch  a difficult  cafe ; or,  fearing 
fhe  might  fuffer  in  her  charadler,  fliould  fhe  de- 

fire 
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fire  afliftance,  puts  off  the  calling  in  of  a 

MIDWIFE  to  the  laft  extremity;  fo,  that  thus  the 
« 

mother  and  child  too  often  become  victims  to  her 
negligence  or  ignorance. ---la  motte  fpeaking  of 
the  child’s  prefenting  with  the  back  or  belly,  ob- 
ferves,  that  thefe  parts  are  not  flexible  enough  to 
prefent  in  fo  narrow  a part,  as  the  entrance  of 
I the  vagina,  without  the  fpine  oi  the  back  break- 
ing ; or,  without  the  ligaments  and  marrow  of 
the  fpine  being  fo  extended,  as  to  kill  the  child, 

if  it  prefents  with  the  back:  In  obf.  279.  he 

\ 

relates  a cafe,  where  being  fent  for  to  a'woman, 
who  had  been  in  labour  for  feveral  days  together, 
and  wdiofe  waters  had  come  away  at  night,  without 
the  midwife  being  able  to  find  the  child:  he 
found  the  pains  much  abated  when  he  came,  and 
finding  that  the  child  prefented  with  the  back; 
conduced  his  hand  along  the  fpine  to  the  hinder  . 
part  of  the  head ; but  that  not  being  what  lie 
fought  after,  he  went  the  oppofite  way  ; where 
he  found  the  buttocks,  the  thighs,  legs  and  feet ; 
which  lafl  he  joined  together,  and  eflfe£led  the  de- 
livery in  lefs  than  four  minutes,  and  left  the  mo- 
ther 
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ther  and  child  in  good  health.— Dr.  astruc,  in 
treating  of  labours,  in  which  the  child  prefents 
with  its  back,  imputes  this  bad  poflure  to  the 
child’s  head,  which  in  turning  for  birth,  paffes 
beyond  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and,  by  that 
means,  the  back  places  itfelf  there;  or,  when  the 
child  has  not  turned  at  all,  but  falls  down  on  its 
back,  he  remarks,  the  great  importance  of  an 
early  knowledge,  that  the  child  is  thus  fituated : 
and  fays,  it  may  be  known  from  finding  nothing 
at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  but  a -bag  full  of 
water,  in  which,  fometimes,  the  navel  firing  is 
felt:  and,  from  feeling  the  fpine  of  the  back,  by 
advancing  the  finger  forwards,  he  advifes  this 
bad  poflure  to  be  remedied  as  foon  as  poffible ; 
as  well,  becaufe  that  other  ways  the  womb,  in 
contracHng,  embraces  the  child  fo  clofely,  that 
it  cannot  be  turned,  as  from  the  fear  that  the 
child  fliould  be  loft,  through  the  compreflion  of 
its  head  and  breaft  in  this  pofition ; fo,  that  as 
foon  as  it  is  certain  the  child  prefents  in  this 
manner,  the  membranes  are  to  be  ruptured;  the 
waters  d.ifcharged;  and  the  child  turned,  and  deli- 
vered 
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vcred  by  the  feet : after  fome  further  dirc^Hons 
on  this  head,  he  recommends  the  pra£litioner  to 
be  attentive  to  three  efiential  points;  ift.  to  be 
affured,  before  be  hailens  the  delivery,  that  both 
feet  belongs  to  the  fame  child:  sdly.  to  turn 
the  child  with  its  face  downwards,  in  cafe  it  was 
otherwife  fituated:  and  laftly ; to  perform  thefe 
operations  within  the  membranes  of  the  child, 
which  ferve  for  to  defend  the  womb,  as  well  as 
to  facilitate  the  motion  pf  the  child  from  their 
fmoothnefs  and  lubricity.  Vide  mortal’s  obf. 
69.  & 72.  Prefentations  of  this  kind  very  rarely 
occur ; and,  when  they  do,  it  is  next  to  impoffi- 
ble,  that  the  child  fhould  defeend  below  the  brim 
pf  pelvis  \ when  the  waters  are  not  evacuated, 
the  child,  in  general,  will  be  eafily  turned,  with 
much  Icfs  difficulty,  in  this  poflure,  than  in 
many  other  preternatural  ones ; but,  when  the 
waters  h^ve  been  long  evacuated,  and  the  ulerus 
is  contracted  about  the  child,  great  embarrafs- 
ments  mud  neceflkrily  enfue. — Dr.  burton  ad- 
vifes  the  operator,  when  the  middle  of  the  back 
prefents,  to  introduce  his  hand  acrofs  the  child, 
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over  Its  belly,  and,  by  taking  hold  of  the  farther 
knee,  to  turn  the  child  half  round,  as  it  were, 
upon  an  axis,  the  head  of  which  maybe  to  go  out 
at  the  head  and  amis ; and  then  he  will  have  both 
legs  ready  to  take  hold  of,  and  bring  the  child 
av/ay : he  alfo  advifes,  to  reach  the  farther  knee, 
to  avoid  either  diflo eating  or  breaking  the  os  ft- 
•moris,  8cc>  — And  here  the  Do6lor  might  have 
added,  a caution  to  the  operator,  left,  in  cafe  of 
twins,  a leg  of  each  child,  be  miftaken  for  the 
legs  of  one  : and  farther  obferved,  that  the  force 

required  is  not  fo  great  here,  as  when  it  is  requi- 

/ 

fite  to  turn  the  child  lengthways, 
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CASES  LII,  and  LIII. 

AURICEAU  has  publifhed inftances  of 
feveral  women,  who  took  themfelvcs  to  be  with 
child,  for  whole  years  together,  and  flilb  ex- 
pc6led  to  bring  forth,'— And  dionis  fays,  he  has 
met  with  fome  women,  who  would  not  be  put 
out  of  that  conceit;  but  took  wind,  which  they 
felt  in  their  bellies,  for  the  flirrings  of  a child : 
that,  he  has  feen  a great  many  fuits  of  rich  bed 
cloaths  made  by  women,  who  earneftly  longed 
for  children,  and  therefore  would  not  fuffer  any 
one  to  tell  them,  they  W’ere  not  with  child ; but, 
at  laft,  vanifhed  in  fmoke : the  fame  author  re- 
marks, that  thofe  women,  are  moft  fubje6i:  to 
thefe  falfe  big  bellies,  from  the  thirty-fifth  to  the 
fortieth  year  of  their  age,  beeaufc  they  then  be- 
gin to  have  their  courfes  irregularly,  and,  either 

the 
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the  too  great  quantity,  or,  the  badnefs  of  the 
blood,  is  the  reafon  of  this  difordcr:  and,  if 
the  furgeon  will  take  the  trouble  to  put  the 

I 

proper  queflions,  he  will  readily  find,  that  the 
irregularity  of  the  menjes  is  the  principal  caufe 
of  it: 'and  farther  afferts,  that  he  has  had  oppor- 
tunities  to  obferve,  that  almoft  all  thofe  women, 
who  fancied  thcmfelves  to  be  with  child,  but 
were  really  not  fo,  were  about  the  age  now  men- 
tioned; and,  as  proofs  to  corroborate  this  obfer- 
vation,  I am  enabled,  from  my  own  pradice,  to 
advance  two  remarkable  inllances  : the  firll  of 
which,  was  a fingle  woman,  who,  a few  years 
before,  had  been  really  pregnant,  and  who,  at  the 
full  time  of  geflation,  was  delivered  of  a child  | 
fire  was  now  arrived  at  her  thirty-fifth  year,  and, 
for  two  years  before,  the  menflrual  flux  had  been 
very  irregular,  and  having  totally  difappeared  for 
three  months ; flie  concluded  herfelf  to  be  w’ith 
child,  and  was  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opi- 
nion, by  not  only  the  fcvere  ficknefs  and  loath- 
ing which  attended  her,  but,  by  the  tumefadion 
and  tenfion  of  her  breads,  as  well  as  other  fymp- 

toms, 
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toms,  which  ufually  attend  breeding;  flie  v/as 
inclined  to  a full  fanguine  habit,  grew  vifi- 
bly  larger;  and,  about  the  time  when  her 
labour  was  expelled,  one  evening  in  august, 
1768.  foon  after  die  was  a-bed,  was  taken  with 
pains  in  her  back  and  loins ; which,  believing 
to  be  real  labour  pains,  a midwife  was  fent  for, 
who  gave  her  very  hearty  alTurances  of  matters 
being  quite  right,  and,  that  there  w^as  every  rea- 
fon  to  think  of  a fafe  and  fpeedy  delivery  ; but 
much  time  having  paffed  to  no  purpofe,  her 

I « 

j judgment  become  a little  fufpe6led;  the  atten- 
dants began  to  be  clamorous ; and  it  was  con- 
cluded on,  by  the  woman’s  relations,  that  I 
fliould  be  confulted:  accordingly  I went  to  the 
houfe,  and  found  the  patient  hot,  refllefs,  uneafy, 
and  thirdy  ; complaining  of  a tenejmus,  and  great 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  ptibes:  (he  told  me, 
that  die  had  all  the  fymptoms  of  being  pregnant; 
that  die  had  been  very  codive  for  feveral  days 

I pad ; and,  that  her  pain  and  uneafinefs  was  ge- 
nerally mod  violent  towards  the  evening,  and  in 
£ the  night;  and,  that  die  often  felt  the  child 


move : 
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move : on  examination,  I found  the  os  tinea  tof 
be  very  fliort  and  fucculent,  but  clofe  fliut; 
and  therefore  pronounced  her  pains  to  be  of  the: 
fpurious  kind,  took  away  eight  ounces  of  blood, 
and  ordered  her  an  emollient  clyher  immediately  ; 
and,  in  the  evening,  upon  vifiting  her  again, 
found,  that  flie  was  cooler,  and  much  more  eafy, 
than  (lie  had  been : in  which  hate  fhe  continued 
two  days  and  nights  ; but  on  the  third,  the  pains 
recurring  in  a trifling  irregular  manner,  I w’as 
defired  to  call  on  her  again;  which  I did,  and 
upon  very  accurately  examining  the  abdomen,  and 
not  finding  that  globular  hard  tumour  and  bulk, 
which  the  gravid  uterus,  towards  the  full  time  of 
gefiation  generally  forms;  no  mucus  defeend- 
ing  from  the  vagina  ; and  the  pains  conflant,  and 
without  any  remiffion  ; I not  only  declared  it  to 
be  my  opinion,  that  fhe  was  not  in  labour,  but, 
that  I entertained  doubts  of  her  being  at  all 
pregnant:  having  formed  this  prognojis  pretty 
freely,  another  pra61itioner  was  fent  for;  and, 
after  the  mofl  exad  enquiry,  and  mature 
deliberation,  he  coincided  w ith  rny  opinion ; 
which  eventually  proved  right.  dhe  wo- 
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man,  foon  afterwards,  by  proper  medical  tteat* 
mcnt,  got  quite  well,  has  fince  enjoyed  a good 
ftate  of  health,  and  the  menjes  have  never  once 
returned.  For  the  following  cafe,  I am  indebted 
' to  a gentleman,  to  whom  I owe  much  grateful 
acjcnowledgment,  for  his  candid  communications 
and  friendly  recommendation ; particularly,  to 
this  patient,  who  was  in  the  forty-firfl  year  of 
her  age,  and  had  been  married  fomething  more 
than  twelve  months;  (he  had  been  ufed  to  regu- 
lar difeharges  of  the  menjes^  without  the  lead  in- 
terruption, till  about  the  fifth  month  after  her 
marriage,  when  fhe  attributed  the  eaufe  of  their 
difappearance  to  her  being  in  a pregnant  date ; 
in  which  belief,  flie  made  the  ufual  preparations : 
it  was  on  the  3 id  of  may,  1772,  that  I fird 
faw  her,  and,  at  that  time,  according  to  her  own 
calculation,  (he  was  near  the  end  of  the  fixth 
month ; fhe  told  me  that  fhe  had  had  pains  in  her 
breads  ; ficknefs  of  a morning;  averfions  to  par- 
ticular food:  and,  in  facd,  mod  diforders,  of  the 
fird  clafs,  which  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  preg- 
nancy ; that,  fhe  gradually  became  more  and 
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more  bulky;  that  fhe  very  often  felt  fomc- 
thing  flir  : and  the  like ; all  which  circumflanccs, 
flrongly  confirmed  the  woman  in  her  opinion, 
and  might  well  have  deceived  a perfon  of  more 
experience : under  thefe  alTumed  appearances  of 
gravidity,  fhe  went  on  till  the  ufual  time  of  gef- 
tation,  was  fo  much  exceeded,  as  to  make  her 
•apprehend  the  confequences  to  be  dangerous: 
the  belly  flill  continued  turgid  and  inflated  ; but, 
on  examination,  was  not  fo  hard,  compafl:,  and 
round,  as  the  gravid  uterus  ufually  is ; befides, 
the  os  tinea  was  long,  dry,  and  clofe  fhut ; and, 
there  was  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  (wel- 
ling was  fallacious,  and  not  occafioned  by  preg- 
nancy: upon  this  conlideration,  with  the  advice  of 
a phyfician,  who  made  not  the  leafl  doubt  of  the 
gravidity  being  fpurious,  fhe  was  enjoined  to  a 
proper  regimen,  advifed  to  exercife  on  horfeback, 
and  took  occafionally  a proper  quantity  of  a pur- 
ging cle6luary,  of  the  gentled  kind,  to  keep  the 
bowels  laxative ; in  a few  w^eeks  after,  flie  had  a 
copious  difeharge  of  grumous  fetid  blood  from 
the  vagina,  which  confined  her  fome  days  to  her 
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chamber;  fince  which  time,  by  propercare  and  ma- 
nagement, fhe  has  remained  in  pretty  good  health. 
— MAURicEAU  mentions  a woman,  who,  after 
having  been  in  a courfe  of  phyfic,  fix  or  feven 
whole  months,  for  the  dropfy,  was,  at  length, 
brought  to  bed  of  a child  : and  recites  another 
cafe  of  a woman,  who  never  had  a child ; tho* 
fhe  fo  paffionately  defired  it,  as  to  be  at  the  point 
of  hoping  for  one  at  five  and  fifty  years  of  age ; 
under  the  colour,  that  fhe  had  ftill  her  courfes,and 
aSually  made  preparation  accordingly:  find- 
ing herfelf  one  day  worfe  than  ufual,  fhe  fent 
for  her  midwife,  who  affured  her  it  was  her 
labour;  but,  the  next  day,  fh6  voided  only  a 
quantity  of  water  and  fome  wind,  and  her  ex- 
pectations vanifhed, — A gentlemari,  of  my  very 
particular  acquaintance,  whofe  veracity  I could 
depend  on,  related  the  cafe  of  a lady,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  dartford;  who,  at  the  age 
of  nine  and  thirty,  upon  a fufpenfion  of  the 
menfei ; and  fymptoms  of  breeding,  in  confe- 
qucnce  coming  on,  fancied  herfelf  with  child; 
but  her  miflake  was  attended  with  bad  confe- 

C c 2 quenceSj^' 


[ 5°°  1 

quenccs,  as^  it  ended  in  a feirrhous  tumour  of 
the  utenn ; for  which,  the  unhappy  patient 
fought  for  the  firfl  advice  in  the  kingdom  ; but 
all  endeavours  to  relieve  her  were  ineffe£lual,  and 
the  event  proved  fatal. — In  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  Medical  Commentaries,  wc  find  a cafe  com- 
municated to  dr.  DUNCAN,  by  mr.  edward  John- 
stone, fludent  of  medicine,  at  Edinburgh;  the 
patient  was  a large  made  corpulent  woman,  about 
forty  years  old,  and,  who  believed  herfelf  in  the 
fifth  or  fixth  month  of  her  pregnancy  ; fhe  was 
generally  difpofed  to  be  coflive,  and  moflly  fo 
when  pregnant.  Every  effort  of  art,  to  procure 
the  neceffary  evacuation,  proved  abortive;  and 
the  day  after  her  death,  upon  opening  the  body, 
the  obflruftion  which  had  occafioned  the  patient’s 
illnefs  and  death,  was  difeovered  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  rcBum : it  was  a firi61urc,  which  as 
completely  clofed  the  palfage  into  the  inferior 
'part  of  the  reElum,  as  if  it  had  been  tied  by  a 
packthread:  a kind  of  morbid  ligament,  formed 
in  the  rcHum,  caufed  this  flridure.  ’ For  the 
particular  treatment  of  this  extraordinary  cafe, 

and 
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and  "the  audior’s  remarks  thereon,  vide  page  302. 
of  the  above  book.  In  all  the  cafes,  which  I 
have  hitherto  mentioned  of  fpurious  gravidity  ; a 
total  obflru61ion  of  the  menjes,  has  been  found 
to  be  the  principle  index,  to  the  fallacious  fuppo- 
fitions  of  pregnancy.  But  dr.  burton,  in  his 
firft  obfervation,  has  given  the  cafe  of  a married 
, woman,  aged  thirty,  who  had  had  feveral  chil- 
dren, in  1748;  and  began  to  have  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  being  pregnant,  except,  that  Jlte  had  her 
menfes  regularly;  (after  having  flopped  the  two 
firft  months)  although  in  Icfs  quantity  than 
ufual:  in  this  way  {he  continued  for  feven  or 
eight  months,  when  flie  began  to  have  milk  in 
her  breafts : about  this  time,  he  fays,  (lie  began 
to  have  a fuppreffion  of  urine,  fometimes  par- 
tial, fometimes  total : infomuch,  that  a furgeon 
was  fent  for,  who  drew  off  her  urine  with  a ca-' 
theter;  at  length,  fhc  was  admitted  into  the 
county  hofpital  at  york,  and  had  her  urine 
drawn  oS  regularly,  till,  by  proper  methods, 
fhe  was  able  to  make  water  without  the  afTiflaucc 
of  the  catheter ; during  her  refidence  here,  flic 
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fcemed  to  advance  in  her  pregnancy,  her  breafls 
filled,  and  (he  had  her  menjes  as  before:  in 
which  way  flie  continued  till  the  eleventh  month, 
according  to  her  own  reckoning.  The  cafe  be- 
ing curious  and  extraordinary,  our  author,  altho* 
he  had  then  refigned  his  place  as  one  of  the  phy- 

ficians  to  that  hofpital,  was  yet,  upon  this  un- 

^ \ 

common  occafion,  called  in : when  upon  examining, 
and  touching  the  patient,  he  could  not  polfibly 

f 

reach  the  os  tincce;  neither  could  he  find  any 
thing  of  the  uterus^  nor  feel  any  hardnefs  upon 
prefiing  the  ahdonmi : but  upon  repeating  his  fearch, 
he,  at  length,  found  a large  tumour  adhering  to  the 
osjacrum.  The  woman  continued  in  this  condition 
about  a month  longer,  and,  as  fhc  had  then  a paf- 
fage  for  her  urine,  was  difmiffed.  About  five  or 
fix  weeks  after,  the  fuppreflion  of  urine  return- 
ing, file  came  to  york,  and  had  it  extra£led,  and 
'then  went  home  again;  where  fhe  continued 
longer,  with  the  fame  fymptoms ; but  never 
had  a child  fince,  and  died  foon  after. — Dr. 
LEAKE,  when  fpeaking  of  the  ceffation  of  the 
tncnJeSf  alferis^  that  more  women  die,  about 

this 
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this  age,  than  at  any  other  period,  during  thc‘ 
years  of  maturity:  for,  as  many  conftiiutional 
infirmities,  he  fays,  are  relieved  by  the  firft 
approach  of  the  menjes*  fo, 'they  often  returi^ 
at  the  ceffation  - of  that  difcharge,  to  affift  the 
conflitution  during  the  critical  * change,  which 
then  happens ; aftd,  to  compenfate  for  the  want 
of  that  long-accuftomed  difcharge; bleeding,  once 
a month,  wuth  theufe  of  gentle  laxatives,  are,  by 
the  Do£lor,'particularly  recommended;  efpecially, 
in  flrong  habits,  where  there  feems  to  be  an  abun- 
dance of  blood:  the  patient  is  alfo  delired  to 
leffen  the  ufual  quantity  of  animal  food,  and  to 
live  chiefly  on  vegetables,  fifh,  and  fpoon  meats ; 
when,  the  patient,  however,  is  delicate,  fubjeft  to 
a female  weaknefs,  night  fweats,  flufliings  in  the 
face,  and  hefiic  fever,  a very  different  courfe 
becomes  proper:  for  fuch  patients,  afles  milk, 
jellies,  and  raw  eggs,  are  recommended;  to-< 
gether,  with  a moderate  ufe  of  old  London  porter, 

I 

or  RHENISH  wine ; fhould  the  bleeding-piles  appear, 
at  this  junfture,  ulcerous  fores  break  out  in  the 
legs,  or  eruptions  on  the  (kin ; the  firft  ought 
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not  to  be  reftrained,  or  the  lafl;  dried  up ; for, 
thofe  difeharges,  under  fuch  circumflances,  are 
generally  critical ; and  our  author  has  obferved, 
that,  where  they  were  fuddenly  fuppreffed,  an 
acute  rheumatifm,  hyflerics,  convuHions,  and 
even  death  itfelf,  have  often  been  the  confe- 
quence.  For  the  further  managment.of  patients, 
at  that  mofl:  important  period  in  the  life  of  fe- 
males, when  the  menjes  are  about  to  ceafe ; the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  letter  on  this  very  inte- 
refling  fubje<?l,  of  the  late  dr.  john  fothergill, 
and  inferted  under  the  17th  article,  in  the  fifth 
volume  of  Medical  Obfervations  and  Enquiries ; 
and  to  the  learned  m.  tissot’s  Traiti  fur  les  Ma^ 
ladies  des  Kerfs,  lately  publifh^d. 
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CASE  LIV. 

T 

X W A S fent  for  lA  the  morning  of  the  fiill  of 
NOVEMBER,  1768.  to  attend  a woman,  well  ad- 
vanced in  life,  in  labour  of  her  firfl  child:  I 
found  a midwife  with  her,  who  had  been  in 
waiting  two  days  and  nights,  and  had  then  got 
her  in  one  of  the  moft  new  and  uncommon  po* 
Ctions,  which,  I believe,  ever  woman  was  placed; 
and,  which  fufficiently  ferved  to  fhew  the 
knowledge  of  the  female  praditioner:  her  breech 
being  elevated  upon  the  fide  of  the  bed,  which 
was  doubled  up  with  feveral  pillows,  to  raife  it; 
her  head  hung  down  behind,  and,  in  time  of 
a pain,  was  fupported  by^  two  women,  that  fat 
behind  her;  one  of  whom,  by  the  midwife’s  di- 
re6lions,  clapped  a handkerchief  over  her  mouth 
and  face,  wdth  intent,  as  I underftood,  to  keep 

in 
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in  her  breath,  and  prevent  her  crying  out ; which 
the  midwife  obferved,  (he  had  done  fo  much 
already,  as  to  hurt  her  pains,  and  prevent 
their  being  of  that  ufe  to  her,  which  they  other- 
wife  would  have  been  ; her  legs  were  widely  ex- 
panded, and  fupported  on  the  backs  of  two  chairs, 
between  which,  and  underneath  the  patient,  in  a 
low  chair,  was  placed  the  old  woman;  who,  at 
every  little  pain,  and  frequently' ' oftener,  had 
endeavoured  to  deliver  the  child;  which,  fhc 
faid,  had  been  as  near  coming  into  the 
world,  as  it  was  poffible,  for  feveral  hours  part : 
but,  in  fpite  of  her  having -made  all  the 
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way  fhe  was  able,  fhe  could  get  it  to  come  no 
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farther:  and,  that  fhe  had  fo  benumbed  her 
hands  and  fingers,  in  trying  to  open  the  womb, 
that  (lie  could  fcarcely  feel  them.  From  thefe 
fruitlefs  and  unneceffary  endeavours,  and  other 
mifmanagement  of  the  labour,  I concluded  it  to 
have  been  protrafled,  and,  that  the  force  of  the 
' natural  pains  had  been  interrupted  ; for,  inftead 
of  waiting  with  patience,  comforting  the  woman, 
and  keeping  her  cool  and  eafy,  the  very  oppofite 
' condufl 
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conduft  had  been  purfued : I did  not  immedi- 
ately alter  the  pofition  of  the  woman,  but  exa- 
mined, during  a pain,  and  found  a great  drynefs 
and  conftridion  of  the  vagina ^ much  tendernefs 
of  the  parts,  the  anterior  part  of  the  uterus  pufh- 
ing  down  before  the  head  below  the  pubes,  and 
the  os  tincce  tilting  backwards  towards  the  Jacrum  ; 
(a  fituation,  in  which  I have  always  found  it  very 
flow  of  dilatation,)  but  juft  fufficiently  open  to 
admit  the  tip  of  my  finger,  and  fo  prodigioufly 
tight,  that  it  felt  like  a ring.  The  woman  had  had 
no  other  than  fmall  grinding  pains ; and,  upon  en^ 
quiry,  I found  ho  ftool  forfeveral  days  ; thepofture 
w^as  changed  to  one  more  decent  and  proper ; an 
emollient  clyfter  was  adminiftered  as  foon  as  it 
could  be  got  ready,  which  relieved  the  inteftines  of 
the  accumulated  freces  they  contained ; and,  as  the, 
fcooping,  by  being  ufed  with  too  much  force,  and 
continued  fo  long,  as  to  benumb  the  fingers,  had 
produced  a great  deal  of  pain  and  inflammation, 

I ordered  an  emollient  cataplafm,  and  warm 
ftupes,  to  the  external  parts ; and,  after  waiting 
feveral  hours,  and  perceiving  the  pains  w^eak, 

and 
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and  recurring  but  feidom,  I difmifled  the  grcatcfl 

part  of  her  attendants ; defired  flic  might  be 

hept  flill  and  cool,  and,  that  the  poultice  and  warm 

flupes  might  be  renewed  every  hx  or  eight  h'-^v  s ; 

I gave  her  an  opiate,  and  retired  ; in  about  twelve 

hours  after  I called  on  her  again  ; found  flje  had 

been  refieflied  by  fleep  ; that  her  pains  were  rather 

\ 

flronger,  but  recurred  at  long  intervals  ; the  os 
iinctd  was  not  quite  fo  callous,  and  fpread  to  the 
breadth  of  afhilling;  and,  that  the  fmoothbodyof 
the  membranes  was  eafily  to  be  felt  through  it : upon 
which  I renewed  my  former  dire^lions,  gave  her  a 
fecond  opiate,  and  left  her,  till  I received  a call  about 
ten  hours  after,  to  cometo  her  affiflance  ; which  I 
immediately  complied  with,  and  was  now  agreeably 
furpfized^  to  find  the  os  tinccE  foft,  and  receding, 
on  all  fidcsj  the  pains  flrong  and  thundring, 
And  the  vertex  as  low  down  as  the  os  externum ; 
the  membranes  foon  broke,  and  the  head,  which 
was  uncrmmonlv  larce,  was  delivered  with  the 
face  to  the  Jacruw^  without  injuring  the  four- 
cheite  in  the  lead;  the  child  was  alive,  and 

very 
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▼rry  hsarty;  the  mother  laboured  under  a ru;)- 
prcdlon  of  urine,  which  I relieved  On  the  third 
day  after  delivery,  with  the  female  catheter  j (lie 
had  otherwife  no  uncommon  fymptoms,  reco- 
vered, and  did  very  well.  As  there  was  no  bad 
fymptom  attending  this  labour,  there  could  not 
be  the  lead  neceffity  fdf  opening  the  ot  tinea  by 
force;  the  treatment  of  fuch  births,  demands  a 
judgment  and  deliberation,  much  beyond  that  of 

an  unin{lru(ded  woman,  who  could  make  no  apo- 

% 

logy,  but  her  ignorance,  for  the  inflammation  and 
bad  fymptoms,  which  came  on : it  is  plain,  the  os 
tinceSt  though  flowly,  would  have  fpontaneoufly 
opened,  had  the  patient  been  properly  managed  ; 
it  is  undoubtedly,  to  be  opened  by  forcible  dila- 
tation ; but  where  the  delivery  promifes  to  be 
fafe,  though  tedious,  much  depends  on  the  pa- 
tience and  attention  of  the  praditioner,  left,  from 
premature  attempts  to  deliver,  hafte  and  mifina- 
nagement,  debility  fhould  arife ; the  woman’# 
ftrength  be  exhaufted,  and  the  confequence,  per- 
haps, prove  fatal  both  to  the  mother  and  child. 


[ } 

IN  a former  cafe,  I have  fufEcicntly  con- 
demned the  unwarrantable  pra£lice  of  fcooping ; 
and  have  here  exhibited  a Trefh  inftance,  how 
much  labour  may  be  retarded  by  its  ufe,  as  well 
as  the  moft  favourable  circumflances,  for  want  of 
regulations  and  fkill,  be  rendered  unprofitable, 
and  of  no  effed.  It  is  a remark,  well  worthy  no- 
tice, that  the  prefaging  pains  are  fometimes  very 
long,  before  they  bring  on  the  thundring  ones, 
and  fhould  ever  be  attended  to,  with  the  moft 
indefatigable  patience.  This  cafe,  may  fervc  as 
a lefTon  to  midwives  in  general,  not  to  be  con- 
flantly  teizing  and  harrafling  the  patient,  at  the 
approach  of  every  trifling  pain,  which  is  unne- 
ceffary,  and  often  fo  injurious,  as  to  bring  on 
forenefs  and  inflammation  : therefore,  the  lefs  the 
■ parts  arc  handled,  the  better  ; and,  when  there  is 
a real  occafion  for  touching,  the  moft  gentle  care, 
tendernefs,  and  delicacy,  fhould  be  ufed. 
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CASES  LV.  and  LVI. 

COMMUNICATED 

IN  A LETTER  TO  the  late 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

DEAR  SIR, 

**  DEC.  24,  1768; 

..A  BOUT  feven  in  the  evening 
of  the  fecond  of  October  laft,  I was  called  to 
a young  woman,  who  had  been  married  but 
“ a few  days  before,  and  was  unexpe6ledly 
“ taken  ill ; I found  her  kneeling  on  the 
“ ground,  with  her  head  in  a chair,  and  complain- 
“ ing  of  very  great  pain,  which  abating,  I en- 
“ quircd  of  her  the  caufe  of  her  complaint ; to 
“ which,  I received  for  anfwer,  that  fhe  could  not 


“ tell 


[ ) 

tell  what  was. the  matter  with  her ; but,  that  fhc 
“ had  been  in  as  bad  pain,  at  times,  for  three  or  four 
days  and  nights  pad,  and  had  never  been  able 
•*  to  get  any  fleep  for  it : I advifed  her  to  go  to  bed, 
**  which  fhe  complied  with  ; and  then  permitting 
**  me  to  touch  her,  in  time  of  a pain,  I found 
**  the  os  tinea  open,  to  the  breadth  of  half  a 
“ crown ; the  waters  pufhing  down  in  form  of  a 
“ gut;  and,  when  the  pain  receded,  the  head 
“ very  * high  up,  and  refling  upon  the  brim  of 
**  the  pelvis : foon  after  flie  was  in  bed,  her  pains 
**  became  very  flrong,  and  almoft  continual  ; 
“ and  the  membranes  breaking,  the  waters  were 
“ difeharged  in  large  quantities ; the  head  came 
lower  down,  was  prefled  into  a conical 
“ form,  and  the  bones  protiuded  over  one  ano- 
ther;  which  not  only  led  me  to  fufpe6l  an 
ill-fhapen  pelvis,  but,  I was  further  confirmed 
“ in  this  belief,  by  feeling  the  tuberofities  of  the 
“ ojfa  ifehij  proje(fl  too  near  to  each  other  : 

* When  the  woman  continues  in  labour  a long  while, 
and  although  the  os  iinca  is  gteaily  dilated,  ftill  the  head  of 
the  child  remains  very  high  up,  the  labour  generally  proves 
of  the  difficult  kind. 

the 
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**  the  woman  was  of  a fmall  fize,  but,  i*n  no 
**  reCpcd,  exteriorly  diflorted  : upon  mentioning 
**  my  difcovery  to  her  mother,  fhe  attributed 
“ the  difficulties  to  an  injury,  which  ffie  had 
“ received  in  her  infancy,  from  the  kick  of  a 
“ horfe ; notwithftanding  the  pains  continued 

I 

**  pretty  flrong,  the  head  did  not  advance  in  the 
**  lead,  and  the  woman  being  much  fatigued  and 
depreffed,  I gave  her  an  opiate;  and  having 
“ had  no  flooi  for  two  days  before,  caufed  an 
**  emollient  clyfter  to  be  inje£led  to  ’empty  the 
“ inteftines  : the  opiate  reftrained  the  pains,  and 
“ compofed  the  patient  for  many  hours,  when  flie 
**  awoke,  and  they  again  returned^  with  an  equal 

r 

**  degree  of  ftrength  to  what  they  had  been  before; 
“ but  the  head  flill  continued  in  the  fame  fituation, 
without  the  leafl;  progreffion  whatever:  the  re- 
“ lations  of  the  woman  began  now  to  exprefs 
much  anxiety  on  her  account,  and  to  interro- 
gate  me  about  the  fafety  of  the  cafe:  I affured 
“ them  that  it  would  be  attended  with  much 
“ danger  and  difficulty,  both  to  mother  and 
“ child,  and,  that  I w^as  fearful  the  latter  could 

D d “ not 
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not  be  born  alive.  Notwithftanding  the  woman 
**  was  duly  fupported  with  nutrition,  the  pains, 
foon  after  this,  became  conliderably  leflened, 
**  extreme  weaknefs  almoft  to  fainting  enfued, 
and  an  incipient  hdpmorrhage  from  the  uterus 
‘'came  on:  in  this  pofition  of  affairs,  thinking 
“ it  both  difficult  and  dangerous  to  attempt  the 
“ turning  of  the  child,  and,  that  it  was  not  in  na- 
ture’s  power  to  accomplifh  her  own  work,  the 
pains  being  infufficient  to  pufh  the  head  for- 
“ wards;  and  conlidering likewife,  that  its  pofition 
was  too  difadvantageous  for  the  ufe  of  the  flrait 
forceps,  I refolved,  at  once,  to  make  an  attempt 
“with  the  long  curved  forceps;  fo  competent 
“ a judge,  as  yourfelf,  of  fo  critical  a fituation, 
“ as  that  to  which  I w^smow  expofed,  need  not 
“ be  told  the  anxious  feelings,  which  are  thereby 
“created  in  the  mind  of  the  praffitioner ; the 
“ w’oman  had  a fainting  fit,  and  as  the  fymptoms 
“ were  now  become  truly  alarming;  you  will,  I 
“ trufl  not,  in  the  leaft,  deem  me  rafh,  in  my 
“ refolution,  to  employ  inflrumems  : the  proper 
“ pofition  for  introducing  them  being  made, 

“ uiih 
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with  much  difficulty  I applied  one  blade  of 
“ the  lafl  mentioned  inffrument,  and  found 
“ fo  much  more  in  the  application  of  the  fe- 
“ cond,  that  I had  nearly  given  up  the  point, 

“ and  withdrawn  them  both ; but  the  thoughts 
of  the  crotchet,  on  one  hand,  difmayed  me 
“ beyond  meafure  ; and,  on  the  other,  excited  my 

I 

**  perfeverance,  till,  at  length,  I accomplifhed  my 
“ defign,  and  obtained  firm  hold  of  the  head ; 

“ but,  I muff  candidly  confefs,  it  was  done  with- 
out  knowing  its  exacff  fituation ; the  fainting  fits 
I * became  frequent,  and  the  flooding  increafed; 

* to  w’ait  for  pains  was  unneceffary;  I therefore 
“ made  ufe  of  fome  fmall  pulling  force,  and 

• finding  the  head  fomewhat  advance,  continued 
gently  pulling  in  a waving  manner,  till, 

I at  length,  the  vertex  was  fqueezed  down  to  the 
a inferior  part  of  the  right  ijchiurrif  the  forehead 
I being  towards  the  fuperior  part  of  the  left,  and 

j \ 

j rather  higher  on  that  fide  than  the  brim  of  the 
\ pelvis;  difeovering  this  to  be  now  the  pofition 
3 of  the  head,  I concluded  the  inffrument,  not  to 
t be  fo  badly  fixed,  as  to  require  frefli  applica- 
iction;  therefore  proceeded  to  turn  the  forehead 

D d 2 “ into 

i 
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**  into  the  hollow  of  the  Jacrum^  which  difcn* 

“ gaged  it  from  Its  confinement  at  the  upper  part 
of  the  pelvis ; and,  with  the  greateft  delibera- 
tion,  and  moll  careful  attention  to  the  peri^ 

“ fusuniy  delivered  the  head,  and  releafed  the 
“ forceps ; the  fhoulders  gave  me  fome  trouble ; 

**  for,  although  I had  brought  them  down  be- 
low  the  ijehia,. ihty  were  hard  to  extract,  till, 
by  forcibly  pafiing  a finger  over  one  of  them 
“ up  to  the  cubit  of  the  arm,  and  by  preffing  it 
“ towards  thQ  Jacrum,  it  was,  at  length,  brought: 
“ down  with  an  half  round  turn ; and  the  red  of 
•*  the  delivery  was  effecled  without  any  particular 
“ trouble  ; the  hcemorriwgc  abated  foon  after  the: 
“delivery  of  the  placenta , which  followed  the; 
“ child  immediately  ; fo,  that  It  may  reafon- 
“ ably  be  the  uterme  hemorrhage,  which' 

“ came  on  before  the  delivery  was  attempted  by  ■ 
“ the  forceps,  was  occalioned  by  the  total  fepara- 
“ tion  of  the  placenta  : the  child  laid  fome.i 
“minutes  before  it  breathed;  foon  after  which,'! 
“ it  cry’d  faintly,  and  lived  in  a languifiiing  con- ; 

“ dition,  till  the  morning  of  the  fixth  day,  and 

“ ther 
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“ then  died ; the  forceps  had  left  marks  upoa 

“ the  head,  and  appeared  to  have  been  fixed  in 

“ a diagonal  direftion,  pofleriorly  over  the  fore- 

• ' 

“ head,  and  anteriorly  over  the  occiput.  I was 
“ fo  very  much  fatigued  with  the  troublefome 
circumfiances  attending  this  cafe,  that  I did 

• I 

“ not  recover  for  fome  time.  The  woman 

I 

feemed  to  be  in  a good  way,  though  rather 

**  weak,  for  feveral  days ; but,  from  a violent 

agitation  of  miild,  on  the  feventh  day  after  her 

•*  delivery,  (he  was  thrown  into  a diarrhoea,  at- 

tended  with  a fever,  which  proved  fatal.  This, 

“ I dare  fay,  you  will  call  an  uncommonly  labo- 

“ rious  birth,  and  one  of  the  mofl  melancholy 

“ in  midwifery;  in  the  management  of  it,  (hall 

be  happy  to  meet  your  approbation,  or  know 

wherein  I may  have  .erred, — -The  following  cafe, 

“ of  the  preternatural  kind,  though  not  without 
« 0 

“ its  particular  difficulties,  gave  me  lefs  fatigue 
of  body,  and  anxiety  of  mind : about  five  in 
“ the  morning,  of  the  third  of  this  month,  I 
was  fent  for  to  a lady,  who  had  befpoke  my 
**  affiftance ; whom  I found  very  full  of  paia„ 

D d 3 **  which, 
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•*  which,  being  almoft  continual,  and  chiefly 
“ confined  to  the  abdominal  mufcles,  made  me 
**  fufpe£l  to  be  of  the  fpurious  kind ; particu- 
larly,  when,  upon  examination,  no  defcending 
mucus  appeared ; and  the  os  tinea  was  very  high 
“up,  fliort,  rather  fucculent,  but  clofe  fhut: 
“ the  pulfe  being  very  quick  and  full,  I took 
“ away  a few  ounces  of  bipod  from  the  arm ; 
“ and  as  fhe  complained  of  coflivenefs,  or- 
“ dered  an  emollient  clyfler  of  milk,  oil,  and 
“ brown  fugar;  with  a finall  quantity  of  fyrup 
“ of  buckthorn,  to  be  given  immediately  after ; 
“ which,  as  foon  as  it  had  had  the  deilred  efFe(fl, 
“ I adminiftered  an  opiate;  and  after  afluring 
“ her,  that  I might  fafely  leave  her,  retired: 
“ upon  calling  on  her  in  the  morning,  I learned, 
“ that  her  night  had  been  eafy  and  fUll,  and  that 
• “ file  was  much  better,  which  fiic  continued  to 
“ be,  till  the  morning  of  the  15th  infiant ; when 
“ being  called  to  her  in  very  great  hafte,  I found 
“ her  walking  about  the  chamber,  drefs’d,  and  at 
“ regular  intervals  refiing  over  the  back  of  a chair: 
“ in  time  of  a pain,  in  this  lituation,  I made  an 
“ examination,  and  found  the  waters  protruding 

“ in 
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“ In  form  of  a * large  gut,  and  the  os  tinea  but 
“ little  dilated;  on  the  recefs  of  the  pain,  I 
“ could  not  diflinguifh  any  'particular  prefenta- 
“ tion  of  the  child,  and  from  thence  inferred, 
“ that  the  cafe  would  not  be  attended  with  the 
“mod  favourable  iflue  juft  at  this  juncture,  a 
“ meffage  was  brought  me,  requiring  my  at- 
“ tendance  to  another  patient  in  labour,  at  no 
“ great  diftance ; having  obtained  leave  to  leave 
“ her,  I defired,  in  my  abfence,  that  fhe  might 
“ be  got  to  bed,  kept  as  quiet  as  poffible, 
“ and  that  I might  be  fent  for  again  as  foon  as 
“ the  waters  broke  : foon  after  which  I left  her, 
“ and  in  about  fix  hours,  having  delivered  the 

perfon  I went  to,  was  coming  back,  when  I 
“ met  a meflenger,  fent  on  purpofe,  to  haften 
“ my  return ; fhe  had  a very  fmart  pain  foon 
“ after  my  entrance  into  the  chamber,  and  upon 
“ examining,  I was  furprized  to  find  the  left  arm 
“ of  the  fotlus  in  the  vagina  : the  parts,  however, 
“ being  fufficiently  dilated,  I difclofed  as  much 
“ of  her  fituation  to  herfelf  and  attendants,  as 

* A circumftance,  from  which,  by  experience,  I think,^ 
(oipe  difficulty  in  the  labour,  may  always  be  apprehended. 

P d 4 was 
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‘‘  was  right  and  prudent ; and,  at  the  fame  time, 
**  the 'expediency  of  ^turning  the  child,  to  dcli- 
“ ver  it,  being  fortunately  well  conceived  ; I was 
“ much’  indebted  to  the  laudable  refolution,  and 
obliging  confidence,  of  my  patient;  who  rea- 
dily  fubmitting  to  a convenient  pofition,  for 
“ that  purpofe,  I gently  and  deliberately  intro- 
“ duced  my  fingers,  well  lubricated,  between  the 
“ pofterior  part  of  the  vagina^  and  the  prefenting 
“ arm,  into  the  uterus,  that  I might  raife  the 
“ flioulder,  and  introduce  my  hand,  in  fuch  a 
**  manner,  as  to  difeover  the  exa£l  fituation  of 

**  the  child:  which  I found  to  be  circular,  with 

/ 

" “ its  fore  parts  to  the  fundus  uteri,  and  the  legs 

“ turned  ^up  to  its  face:  the  flioulder  being 
**  raifed  up  to  the  head,  I fecured  the  feet,  and 

j 

broi;ght  them  .down  as  far  as  pofTible ; but  that 
V not  altering  the  pofition,  fo  advantageoufly  as  I 
“ wiffied,  I raifed  the  fh'oulder  a little  higher,  and 
**  was  then  able  to  pull  down  the  legs  alternately, 
**  and  bring  them  down  till  they  advanced  into  the 
**  vagina,  juft  below  the  os  externum : as  it  was  not 
**  eafy  to  bring  them  down  any  lower,  I intro- 

“ duced 
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duced  the  noofe  of  a garter,  and  flipping  it 

“ over  the  feet,  faflened  it  upon  both  the  ancles, 

“ and  then  by  pulling  down  the  legs,  at  the 

“ other  extremity  of  the  garter,  with  one  hand ; 

**  whilft  the  flioulder  and  head  were  pufhed  up 

with  the  other,  with  fome  difficulty  delivered 

“ to  the  flioulders,  and  afterwards  brought  down 

the  arms,  by  paying  proper  attention  to  the 

method  of  introducing  a finger,  and  giving 

**  each  a half  round  turn:  the  head  was  very 

“ large,  and  fearful  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  force,* 

“ as- might  endanger  a diflocation  of  the  vertebra 

**  colli^  I alternately  palTed  up,  and  prelTed  a 

“ finger  on  each  fide  of  the  nofe,  and  thus  fafely 

delivered  the  child  ; and.  notwithflanding  the 

“ difficulties  which  attended  the  whole  deliverv 

/ * 

I had  the  happinefs,  to  finiffi.  it,  without  the 
“ leaft  injury  to  parent  or  child,  who  both  reco- 
“ vered,  and  did  well.  Your  anfwer  will  be 
“ efteemed  a favour  j and,  believe  me,  &c.” 


case 
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THE  ANSWER. 

\ 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

/ 

“ I AM  very  well  fatisficd  v/uli  the 
method  you  have  followed,  in  the  two  cahs 
“ fent  me  ; but  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what 
“ hour  you  delivered  .the  laborious  caic  in,  and 
“ how  long  you  was  with  the  woman ; other- 
“ wife,  the  cafe  is  incomplete.  In  the  arm  cafe^ 

I ’ r 

it  was  fortunate  that  your  attendance  was  fo 
early ; great  inconveniencies  might  otherwifc 
“ have  occurred  from  the  protrufion  of  the  arm 
“through  the  vagina;  the  long  evacuations  of 
“ the  waters,  8cc.  Do  you  recoiled!,  whether 
“ the  head  was  to  the  fide  of  the  pelvis,  or  to  the 
piihes  ? 


“ I am  very  fincerely,  See,’* 


TO 
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TO  which  I replied,  “ That  the  time  of  my' 
“ coming  to  the  patient  in  the  laborious  cafe,  was 
near  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  llie  was 
**  not  delivered  till  after  feven  - the  following 
“ night:  and,  in  the  arm  cafe,  that  I recolle6led, 
the  vertex  to  have  been  htuated  clofe  to  the  left 
“ os  ilium. 


THE  redu£Hon  of  the  arm,  when  it  happens 
that  the  child  is  fituated  in  a longitudinal  direc- 
tion, with  the  head  over  the  piihes,  and  the  feet  to 
tht  fundus  uteri,  the  accoucheur  will  ever  find  a 
tafk,  of  the  mofl  arduous  kind,  which  preter- 
natural labours  can  poffibly  furnifh;  and,  parti- 
cularly fo,  fhould  he  be  fo  unlucky  as  to  be  called 
in,  when  the  evacuation  of  the  waters  is  not 
recent,  and  the  uterus  is  ftrongly  contra£led 
round  the  body  of  the  child:  fuch  an  unfortu- 
nate inflance  occurred  to  me  in  the  month  of 
lEBRUARY,,  1775.  the  particulars  of  which,  arc 
comprized  in  the  following  cafe. 


CASE 


[ 1 


CASE  LVII. 


I WAS  fent  for  to  the  affiflance  of  a woman, 

who  had  been  in  labour  three  days,  and  as  many 

/ 

nights;  the  gentleman  who  attended  her,  after 

the  endeavours  of  a midwife  had  proved  fruits 

iefs,  with  the  greatefl  judgment  and  tendernefs, 

had  drove  to  reduce  the  arm  by  raifing  the  fhoul- 

der,  and  pufhing  up  the  fore  arm  at  the  elbow% 

but  his  attempts  had  proved  imprad;icable ; and 

being  unwilling  to  amputate  the  arm,  or  twid  it 

off  at  the  elbow,  although  the  fweliing,  coldnefs. 

of  it,  and  want  of  pulfalion  in  the  wrid,  might, 

in  fome  meafure,  have  induced  him  to  that  dif- 

« 

agreeable  undertaking ; fatigued  wdth  his  pod, 
and  defpairing  of  fuccefs,  after  proper  conful- 
tation,  it  became  my  part,  to  make  further  trial 

of 
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of  delivery ; the  pains  were  feldom,  'and  very- 
weak  ; though  the  arm  protruded  through  the 
vagina,  and  was  locked  in  the  pelvis,  I conceived 
hopes  of  being  able  to  pafs  up  my  hand  between 
the  uterus  and  child,  fo  as  to  lift  up  the  head 
and  fhoulders,  and,  at  length,  bring  down  one 
or  both  of  the  feet ; to  eflfecl  which,  I had  the 
woman  fixed  on  her  knees  and  elbows,  but  found 
every  effort  imprafiicable ; if  I raifed  the  flioul- 
der  and  head  with  one  hand,  and  pufhed  up  the 
protruding  arm  with  the  other;  no  fooner  was 
it  in  a tiain  of  rcdu£lion,  than  I was  oblisred. 
from  the  flrong  contradion  of  the  uterus,  to 
withdraw  the  hand  with  which  I had  made  the 
elevation,  and  of  courfe,  the  arm  defeended  into 
its  former  flate  : in  this  preflTing  dilemma,  as  the 
difficulties  of  reducing  the  arm,  and  delivering 
the  child  by  the  feet,  were  thought  infurmount- 
able,  the  amputation  of  the  arm  appeared,  In 
our  judgment,  a neceffary  and  indifpenfible  ex- 
pedient, for  the  prefervation  of  the  poor  v/oman's 
life;  whofc  friends  had,  from  the  firft,  been 
prudently  apprized  of  her  danger:  but  whilfl;  we 


were 


[ 3^6  ] 

were  deliberating  upon  the  bed  mode  of  opera*- 
tion  in  this  afFefling  bufinefs,  we  were  fuddcnly 
alarmed,  by  an  accoutit,  of  the  woman’s  being 
feized  with  a fit ; which  we  found  to  be  the  cafe, 
attended  with  a flooding:  the  matter  w^as  now 
become  more  complex  and  ferious,  than  before ; 
for  then,  by  delivering  the  child,  there  was  a 
probability  of  faving  the  woman;  but  now,  an  equal 
fliare  of  danger  attended  the  lives  of  them  both ; 
the  patient  recovered  from  the  firft  fit,  and  recei- 
ved fome  nourifhment,  but  was,  in  a few  mi- 
nutes, attacked  with  a fecond,  and  a confidera- 
ble  increafe  of  the  flooding  enfued ; the  womb 
being  now  no  longer  capable  of  refiflance,  the 
pradice  before  tried,  of  raifing  the  head  and 
Ihoulder,  was  eafily  effe(fled,  the  arm  reduced, 
the  legs  and  feet  found,  and,  by  our  joint  en- 
deavours, the  delivery  was  accompliflied ; but, 
although  folne  faint  indications  of  life,  at  firft, 
appeared,  in  the  child,  they  were  no  more  than 
the  tremulous  glimmerings  of  its  expiring  light, 
which  was,  by  far,  the  Icaft  unhappy  part  of 
this  melancholy  cafe ; for,  nolwithftanding  the 


extrac- 
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extraction  of  the  placenta  was  eafy  and  expedi- 
tious, and  the  flooding  thereby  much  prevented ; 
yet,  from  fome  fatal  caufe,  not  eafily  to  be  invefli- 
sated,  the  woman  went  out  of  one  fit  into  ano- 
ther,  till  death  do  fed  the  tragic  feene,  in  lefs 
than  two  hours  after  the  birth  of  her  unfortunate 
babe.  — dionis  fays,  of  all  labours,  that  in 
which  the  child  prefents  with  one  arm  only, 
gives  the  furgeon  the  greatefl  trouble ; for  lying 
evofs  ways  in  the  womb,  it  is  impoflible  for  him 
to  bring  it  away,  without  turning  it ; which,  he 

4 

thinks,  ought  ever  to  be  done,  in  preference  to 
the  pradice,  which  fome  advife,  of  delivering  the 
child  by  the  head ; which,  whenever  he  has  at- 
tempted to  do,  the  confequence  was  always  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  and  difappointment : he 
condemns  the  folly  of  putting  the  child’s  hand 
in  cold  water,  or  rubbing  it  with  ice,  upon  the 
abfurd  fuppofition,  that,  if  it  is  alive,  it  will, 
by  fo  doing,  prefently  draw  it  in  ; which,  he 
rightly  obferves,  is  impoflible,  if  it  would,  as  the 

■t 

weight  of  the  body  effedually  oppofes  it : he 
quotes  AMBROSE  parrey’s  method  of  taking  off 

the 
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the  arm  as  high  as  poflible,  if  we  are  fure  the 
child  is  dead ; but  concludes,  that  the  difficulty  of 
fuch  an  operation,  and  the  horror  which  attends 
it,  ought  utterly  to  forbid  the  performance  pf  it, 
MAURiGEAU,  hc  fays,  thinks  it  better  to  twill:  it 
two  or  three  times  round,  to  feperate  the  fhoulder 
from  the  blade,  and  afterwards  to  cut  the  flefh ; 
for  then  there  will  be  no  danger  of  hurting  the 
womb,  by  the  afperities  of  the  bone,  as  we  bring 
away  the  infant:  but  here  our  author  very  juflly 
remarks,  that  fince  mauriceau  thought  not  .fit  to 
reduce  this  advice  into  pradice  ; fo,  neither  fhould 
' he  defire  others  to  do  it. — The  judicious  and  ex- 
perienced daventer,  fpeaks  of  the  great  diffi- 

N 

cuity  attending  a labour,  when  the  arm  is  already 
come  forth  to  the  flioulder,  the  humours  flow'ed 
out;  and  all  things  clofely  compreffed  by  the 
violent  force  of  the  pains,  and  recommends 
turning  the  child,  that  it  may  be  brought  away  by 
the  feet. — chapman  deferibes  a delivery,  in  which 
the  child’s  arm  had  been  eighteen  hours  in  the 
world,  and  much  fwelled,  by  the  long  time  it  w^as 
expofed,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  midwife,  who 

pulled 
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pulled  violently  at  the  arm  at  every  pain ; riot 

knowing,  that  .it  was  altogether  impoffible  to 

extra£l  a full  grown  infant,  by  that  method  ; that  he; 

fearched  for  the  feet,  and  foon  delivered  the  wo- 

itian  with  eafe  and  fafety : he  delivered  the  fame 

woman  in  two  fucceeding  labours  ; in  both  of 

which,  the  waters  gathering,  and  the  pains  increa- 

ling  to  a proper  degree,  the  membranes  broke,' 

and  thruft  out  one  of  the  child’s  arms  ; the  paf- 

fage  and  pdvts  were  fo  large,  that  he  found  no 

difficulty  in  taking  tile  child  by  the  feet,  and  thus 

delivered  her,  in  lefs  than  a tninute,  each  time : 

he  cautions  again fl  the  ufe  of  inflruments  to  dif- 

member  the  child ; advifes  the  operator  to  be  well 

\ 

acquainted,  whether  the  child  be  really  dead,  of 
not:  and  mentions  a miferable  inRance  of  a 
man,  that  w^as  lately  living,  whofe  arm  was 
thus  cut  off,  before  his  body,  or  any  other  part; 
but  that  arm,  was  born,  by  a surgeon  and 
manmidwife,  who,  doubtlefs,  took  the  child 
for  dead ; but,  finding  it,  by  its  bleeding,  to  be 
alive,  which  he  did  not  in’  the  lead  expeid,  he 
flopped  the  flux  of  blood,  and  the  child  (as 

E c before- 
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before-mentioned)  lived  to  be  a man.  gIf- 
FARD  has  given  an  inflance  of  one  hand  and  the 
arm  flipping  down  through  the  inner  orifire  into 
the  vagina  \ the  waters  had  been  gone  off  a 
great  while ; the  child  dead  many  hours ; and 
it  was  about  the  eighth  month  of  the  wo- 
man’s reckoning:  he  fearched  for  the  legs,  which 
he  found,  and  with  great  difficulty  effeffed  the 
delivery:  ,a  fecond,  where  the  arm  protruded  out 
of  the  inner  orifice,  quite  up  to  the  fhoulder, 
and  the  hand  bent  backwards  in  the  paflage;  he 
delivered  the  child,  (which  was  dead,  from  ha- 

I 

ving  lain  fo  long  in  the  poflure  he  found  it)  by 

drawing  the  firfl;  leg  forwards,  by  which  means, 

the  buttocks  advanced.*  he  adds,  that  when  the 

/ 

child  is  not  very  large,  and  the  woman  has  had 
children  before,  there  is  not  always  a neceffity 
for  pulling  down  both  the  feet ; for*  if  one  leg 
prefents,  and  the  other  is  bent  forwards  towards 
the  child^s  belly,  it  will  eafily  pafs : to  corrobo- 
rate , which  aflertion,  in  cafe  38.  he  defcribes 
a delivery,  wherein  he  fucceeded  by  fuch 
means:  as  alfo,  in  cafes  58,  8o,  122,  136, 

] l6* 
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146.  &:  iSi.  In  cafe  187.  he  obtained  both  legs, 
and  eflFedled  the  delivery  footling;  biit  in  cafe 

* j , . 

igo.  he  tells  us  of  a delivery,  where  one  arm 
was  funk  into  the  vagina,  and  the  fhoulder  (lopped 
it  up,  and  was  clofely  rivetted  in  the  os  internum  \ 
the  woman  had  been  iri  labour  two  or  three 
'days ; in  vain  Were  all  his  endeavours,  either  to 
return  the  arni,  or  icrhovc  the  fhoulder,  fo  as  to 
pafs  his  hand  by  it,  to  reach  the  feet:  upori 
moving  the  arm,  he  found  it  was  very  loofe, 
whereby  he  judged,  that  the  midwife  had 
been  pulling  at  it,  for  it  readily  came 
off  at  the  fliouldet:  lie^  then  endeavoured 

ao-ain  to  move  the  (houlder;  but,  he  could  not, 
by  any  method,  pafs  his  hand  far  enough  to 

* 'i 

reach  the  feet ; he  therefore  tried  to  get  a finger 
over  the  flioiilder,  to  drawdown  the  head;  but 
the  heck  being  very  tender,  ihe  vertebree  gave 
way,  and  the  head  feparated  from  the  body : aS 
the  fhoulder  prefented  firft,  he  fixed  a hook  near 
xhtjcapuld,  in  order  to  draw  it  out;  but  the  parts 
tore  away,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  remove  the 
hook  two  or  three  times:  however,  he  was,  at 

E c » laft, 
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laftj  able  to  take  hold  of  the  flioulder  with  his 

\ 

fingers,  and  to  draw  it  out,  when  the  reR  of  the 
body  cafily  followed;  but  he  had  flill  a great 
difficulty  to  furmount,  which  was,  to  bring 
away  the  head  remaining  in  the  uttrus\  which,  he 
did,  after  trying  in  vain  with  his  fingers,  by 
means  of  the  hook,  fixed  between  the  futures : 
he  complains  of  being  greatly  fatigued  by  the 
labour,  and  attributes  the  difficulties  which  arofe, 
£0  the  ignorance  and  felf-fufficiency' of  the  mid- 
wife, who  did  not  fend  in  time,  when  ffie  firft 
obferved  the  child  to  prefent  wrong;  by  which 
means,  the  waters  were  fuffered  to  pafs  off,  the 
uterus  to  be  clofely  contracled  about  the  child, 
and  'the  whole  flaoulder  to  be  clofcly  rivetted  in 
the  os  internum*  In  cafe  211.  he  fpeaks  of  a 
delivery,  vyhere  one  arm  prefented  firfl,  and  was 
funk  into  the  vagina;  but,  as  t\iQ  fat  us  was 
fmall,  and  the  patient  had  been  a mother  of 
children  before,  by  which  the  parts  had  been 
fufficiently  dilated,  he  judged  he  might  draw  it 
out  in  the  manner  it  prefented,  without  danger  of 
the  head’s  feperating  at  the  neck  from  the  body, 


or 
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or  any  ways  hurting  or  tearing  the  parts  of 
the  vagina;  he  therefore  pafTed  up  one  finger 
as  it  lay  bent,  and  endeavoured,  by  pulling, 
to  draw  the  head  and  body  out,  gently 
pulling,  at  the  fame  time,  the  arm  before  pro- 
truded; and,  by  this  method,  he  foon  brought 
out  the  whole  fxtus  : in  the  following  cafe,  212. 
where  the  whole  arm  was  protruded  into  the 
gina,  and  the  flioulder  fiopped  up  the  os  tinca^ 
he  fucceeded  by  obtaining  one  leg,  and  bringing 
it  into  the  vagina^  he  faftened  a ligature  about 
the  ancle,  and  endeavoured,  by  pulling  the 
firing,  to  bring  the  leg  and  thigh  forward ; 

whilll;,  at  the  fame  time,  with  his  other  hand, 

1 

palfed  into  the  vagina,  he  preffcd  the  flioulder  up- 
wards, to  make  more  way  for  the  hips  to  ad- 
vance, and  for  the  head  and  fhoulders  to  be 
turned  upw'ards : this  fucceeded  to  his  wifh,  and 
the  delivery  w'as  accompliflied,  but  the  child  was. 
dead:  occafioned,  as  he  obferves,  maft  proba- 
bly, by  its  having  been  fo  long  engaged,  and  fa 
clofely  prelTed  in  the  womb,  before  he  came:  in 
cafe  223.  he  gives  another  inftance  of  a fimilar 

£03.  nature, 
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nature,  in  which  he  fucceeded  by  the  fame  means 
as  the  foregoing;  but  the  child  was  likewife 
dead,  from  the  long  delay-of  the  delivery.  The 
great  number  of  cafes,  in  which  our  author  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  delivery,  by  the  help  of  one  leg  only, 
ought  not  to  miflead  us  in  our  fearch  after  the 

* I 

other;  which,  in  general,  can  be  at  no  great  dif- 

tance ; and,  more  efpecially,  as  by  the  afhflance  of 

both,  the  operator  will  ever  find  it  much'more  eafy 

\ 

to  re£lify  the  fituation  of  the  child.  Vide  la  motte, 
obf.  1272,  273,  274,  275,  276,  277,  Sc  27S.  Dr. 
ouLD  fpeaks  of  the  arm  forced  into  the  world,  by 
the  mother’s  throws,  as  one  of  the  moil  difficult 

i i. 

cafes  in  midwifery  for  the  operator;  as  the  feet 
are  at  a greater  diflance  from  the  orifice  in  this 
fituation,  than  any  other;  and  the  waters,  alfo, 
are,  in  a fhort  time  evacuated  ; when  the  head  is 
not  in,  or  clofe  upon  the  orifice,  to  hinder  its 
exit,  he  advifes,  if  the  hand  be  not  far  ad- 
vanced, to  inflantly  put  it  back  into  the  womb ; 
and,  if  there  be  occafion,  to  dilate  the  orifice 
with  the  fingers,  according  to  the  ufual  direc- 
tions, that  the  hand  may  be  introduced  along  the 

child’s 
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cliild’s  belly,  to  find  out  the  feet,  whereby  to 
bring  forth  the  infant : if  the  hand  be  fo  far 
advanced,  that  it  cannot  be  put  back,  he  di- 
rects the  operator  to  dilate  the  orifice,  fo  as  to 
thrufl;  up  his  hand  by  the  fide  of  that  of  the  in- 
fant ; taking  hold  of  the  feet  as  above:  and,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  feet  advance  forward,  the  protruding 
hand  will  retire  into  the  womb : the  moll  con- 
venient poflure  for  the  patient  to  be  in,  during 
this,  and  all  other  operations,  w'here  the  child  is 
to  be  turned  in  the  womb,  he  afferts,  to  be  on 
her  knees,  in  a bed,  at  a convenient  difiance  from 
the  operator,  leaning  her  head  on  a woman’s 
lap,  who  mull  fit  on  a low  ftool  in  the  bed,  for 
that  purpofe:  hut  this  feems  too  general  an  ob- 
fervation  of  the  Dodor’s  ; for,  in  all  preternatural 
labours,  an  cxa£l  knowledge  of  the  child's  pofition, 
by  diftinguifbing  the  right  hand  ’from  the  left, 
as  well  as  the  firufture  of  the  pelvic,  fliould 
be  acquired,  before  the  pofiure  of  the  patient  be 
determined  on : and  nine  times  out  of  ten,  to. 

place  the  patient,  either  'on  her  back,  or  fides^ 

% 

or  in  a half  fittii^g,  half  lying  pofiure,  in  cafes, 
of  preternatural  births,  will  be  found  the  mofl 

E c 4 
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convenient  pofitions ; but,  where  the  feet  are  at  a 
very  great  diftance,  and  the  belly  is  pendulous, 
to  place  the  woman  on  her  elbows  and  knees, 
piay,  fometimes,  be  found  moll  commodious, 
pilatations  qf  the  inner  orifice  can  feldom  be 
neceffarv:  and,  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  all  others, 
it  is  often  befl;  to  wait  till  it  is  fufficienlly  expanded 
pf  itfelf,  to  give  freeadmiuance  to  the  hand,  which, 
it  will  generally  be,  before  the  flrqng  pains  are 
abated;  and,  not  till  then,  the  Ikilful  accou- 
cheur will  attempt  the  delivery  with  his  hand  ; 
which  ever  ought  to  be  done  in  the  mofl  gentle 

t 

and  deliberate  manner,  after  it  has  been  well 

f V t . » 

lubricated  * obferving  the  line  of  the  pelvis,  as 
the  firft  and  principal  dire£liou,  and  tenderly 
reducing  the  rigidity  of  the  parts,  by  flow  and 
gradual  advances,  till  the  feet  are  fully*  obtained. 
—Dr.  BURTON,  in  very  flrqng  terras,  condemns 
as  cruel  and  inhuman,  the  method  of  killing 
or  murdering  the  child,  by  feperating  the  arm, 
to  come  at  its  body  ; when  an  arm,  through  ig- 
norance, be  fufFered  to  advance  fo  far,  and  con- 
tjriue  fq  long  in  the  paflage,  that,  from  its  fwel- 

hng, 
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ling,  and  the  womb’s  contra(5ling,  it  is  impolli- 
ble,  as  Tome  imagine,  that  it  can  be  put  back: 
whoever  is  gniky  of  this  practice,  he  affirms, 
ought  to  be  profecuted  for  mal-pra(Ttice,  and  for 
ivilful  murder : from  repeated  inkances,  during 
eighteen  years  pra6tice,  he  fays,  whereiia  he  had 
had  many  of  thefe  work  cafes,  he  is  convinced, 
that  there  qever  can  be  aninflance,  where  taking 
off'  the  arm  is  rieceffary : he  felecks  one  of  them 
which  ever  fell  under  his  cognizance;  and 
where,  he  fays,  if  ever  t^icre  was  occafion  to 
have  feperated  the  arm  frorn  the  body,  here  it 
was— becaufe  the  arm  was  fwclled  to  above 
twice  its  natural  bulk,  v/hereby  it  filled  up  the 
os  uteri,  an 4 great  part  of  the  vagina : Jecondly, 

4 

becaufe  no  pulfe  could  be  felt  in  the  arm,  and 
the  mother  had  not  fenfible  of  the  child’s 

ffirring  for  fome  time:  and  thirdly,  becaufe  the 
mother  was  be:pme  very  weak,  for  want  of 
reft,  &c. — The  particulars  of  this  cafe,  are  coin- 
prized  in  the  Doiftor’s  21ft.  obfervation:  and 

i 

in  his  2 2d.  he  gives  an  arm  prefentation, 
where  the  limb  was  amputated  by  an  ignorant 

pretender, 
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pretender,  about  the  middle  of  the  os  humeri ^ he 
afterwards  delivered  the  child ; and  proves,  that 
there  was  no  necefTity  for  this  injurious  operation  : 
JirJl,  becaule  it  was  not  out  of  the  womb  as  far  as 
the  fhoulder:  Jccondly,  becaufe  the  os  uteri  was 
fufficiently  dilated,  to  permit  the  introduction  of 
the  hand,;  thirdly,  becaufe  the  patient  had  no 
flooding:  fourthly,  becaufe  the  cutting  off  the 
arm  could  not  forward  the  delivery;  for  the 
greatcfl  bulk  of  the  child,  is  in  the  head,  flioul- 
ders,  and  hips:  all  which  remained  of  the  fame 
fize,  and  were  not  too  large  for  the  pelvis ; be- 
caufe they  were  all  whole  when  brought  forth : 
and  fifthly,  becaufe  the  child  was  alive,  and^ 
the  mother  in  no  dangerous  way,  as  to  flood- 
ing, &c.  when  he  did  it;  the  Do6lor  adds, 
that  he  never  found  any  pretenders  (he 
pradice  of  MrnwiFrRY,  who  ever  attempted  to 
cut  off  the  arm  of  any  child,  but  this  man,  and 
another,  who  was  a cotemporary  with  him,  and 
were  together  at  the  fame  place,  to  be  inflru61ed  :■ 
but  this  other  perfon,  he  fays,  fliewcd  himfelf 
the  better  fuigcon,  by  confidcring  the  confe- 

quences 
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quenccs  of  ha\ing  ihe  fl:iarp  end  of  a bone  cut 
or  broken  in  the  wombj  and,  therefore,  he  more 
judicioufly  cut  off  the  arms  at  the  joints,  rather 
than  feperatc  the  bone : in  the  cafe,  where 

he  was  fent  for  to  affift  him,  he  had  cut  off  both 
arms,  firft  at  the  elbows  and  joints,  and 
then  at  the  fiioulders : if  the  arm  of  the  child 
mufl  be  taken  from  its  body,  he  advifes  it, 
as  fafer,  for  the  modier,  for  the  operator  to  take 
hold  of  the  os  humeri,  and  twifl  it  off  at  the  arti- 
culation of  the  humerus  and  Jcapula  ; but  fays,  that 
it  ought  never  to  be  done  at  all,  efpecially,  if  the 
child  is  alive:  for  the  Dodlor’s  anim^dverfions on 
this  pra£lice,  and  his  reafons  for  publifhing  this 
cafe  at  large,  the  reader  is  referred  to  his  book,  p. 
255.  where  may  be  alfo  feen  his  contrivance  of 
an  inflrument,  refembling  a crutch,  and  which  he 
calls  by  that  name  ; by  the  help  of  which,  the  pre- 
fentingarmis  to  be  returned.  Vide  portal,  obf.4, 
54.  61.  6S.  7 i.  Sc  75.  alfo,  dr.  exton,  cafe5.  and 
dr.  sMELLiE,  vol.  3.  coll.  33.  cafe  3.  deferibes  a 
cafe,  where  the  membranes  were  broke,  the  arm 
was  in  the  vagina,  and  the  flaoulder  hded  up  the 


os 
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C3  uteri,  in  fucli  a manner,  as  kept  up  tke  grenteft 
part  of  the  waters:  this  being  the  cafe,  he  raifed 
the  head  to  the  fundus  w/erf,  and  brought  down  the 
legs,  with  much  greater  cafe,  than  he  at  hrft  ex-r 
pe61cd ; and,  the  child  not  being  large,  was  fafely 
delivered:  in  colle£lion  34.  of  the  fame  volume, 
cafe  6.  he  mentions  an  inftance  of  the  right  arm 
hanging  down,  without  the  os  externum ; the 
head  of  the  fxlus  at  the  left  hde,  and  the  fore 
parts  to  the  fide,  and  back  parts,  of  the  uterus : 
the  legs  were  brought  down,  fccured  by  a fillet ; 
taking  hold  of  which  with  his  right  hand,  he 
introduced  the  other  to  the  head,  and  pufhed  it 
up,  while  he  pulled  dov/u  the  legs  with  the 
noofe ; by  thefe  means,  the  head  was  raifed  to 
the  fiirjus,  the  arm  that  tvas  down  returned  into, 
the  uterus,  and  the  child  was  fafely  delivered  :■ 
the  do61or  alfo  tells  us,  that  he  delivered  this 
gentlewoman,  once  before,  in  a fimilar  cafe  : in 
the  following  inflance,  cafe  7.  the  arm^refented  ; 
the  pelvis  was  narrow;  the  child ‘was  brought 
footling,  and  the  head  delivered  with  the  long 

cui ved 
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Curved  forceps  : for  a reprefentation  of  wlilcli, 
a reference  is  made  to  table  35.  of  the  ana- 
. tomical  figures:  the  next  cafe  exhibits  the 

arm  of  the  child  in  the  vagina,  and  the  body 
lying  in  a round  form  in  the  uterus  \ which, 
with  much  fatigue  and  difficulty,  was  delivered 
by  turning,  and  bringing  the  feet  foremoft : next 
follow  two  melancholy  inftances  of  ignorance ; 
in  the  firft,  the  arm  prefented,  and  was  taken  off 
by  another  praditioner ; who,  afterwards  de- 
ferted  the  patient,  who  was  feized  with  a flood- 
ing, and  delivered  by  dr.  sm-ellie,  by  turning 
the  child,  and  bringing  it  by  its  feet;  but  the 
patient  died,  from  the  great  lofs  of  blood,  the 
fame  night,  about  two  hours  after,  he  left  the 
place : in  the  fecond  cafe  j the  arm  of  the  child, 
we  are  told,  came  down  into  the  vagina:  the 
patient  had  been  many  hours  in  labour,  arid  a 
flooding  had  begun  ; but  was  abated,  after  the 
waters  were  difeharged : the  Do^or  propofed  to 
deliver  by  turning,  and  bringing  the  child  by 
the  feet  ; but  herein  being  oppofed,  as  that  w’as 
H new  methodj  and  not  knovvn  in  that  place,  an 

older 
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older  praftitioner  was  fent  for ; who,  Inflcad  of 
turning,  fatigued  hiiiifelf,  and  the  woman,  by 
puOiing  up  the  arm,  to  bring  the  head  to  pre-  • 
fent ; and,  when  that  method  failed,  he  tried  to 
deliver,  by  pulling  at  the  arm’:  hereupon,  ano- 
ther gentleman  was  fent  for,  who  lived  at  a 
much  greater  diftance  than  the  former ; but  the 
flooding  had  increafed  fo  much,  by  the  former 
violence,  that  the  patient  had  expired  before  his 
arrival ; and,  as  he  knew  more  of  the  pra6lice, 
he  regretted  much,  that  the  method,  which  our 
author  had  propofed,  was  reje(fled  : a very  flriking 
V inflance  this,  how  very  erroneous  the  ancients- 
were,  in  endeavouring,  in  fuch  cafes,  to  make 

t 

the  head  prefent;  which  was  here,  and,  I doubt 
not,  in  many  other  cafes,  attended  with  fatal 
confequences ; therefore,  it  may,  with  the  flri<flefl 
truth  and  juftice,  be  affirmed,  that  turning,  to 
deliver  by  the  feet,  in  fuch  preternatural  prefen- 

f 

rations,  is  an  improvement  in  the  obftetric  art,  of 
the  firfl  importance,  and  has  been  the  means  of 
pieferving  the  lives  of  great  numbers  of  women 
and  children:  in  cafe  12.  of  the  fame  collec- 
* lion, 

\ 
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tion,  We  meet  with  an  inftance,  of  the  arm  lying 
double  in  the  vagina,  the  fore  parts  of  the  fcctus 
to'  the  anterior  parts  of  the  uterus ; and  the  wo- 
man delivered,  according  to  daventSr’s  method, 
by  turning  her  to  her  knees  and  elbows:  and 
alfo,  in  cafe  i6.  where  the  arm  and  fhoulder  of 

I 

a fecond  child,  was  forced  down  without  the 
external  parts  ; he  was  afraid,  that  it  would  be 
impoflible  to  force  up  thefe  paits  of  the  child 
into  the  uterus ^ fo  as  to  turn  the  foetus,  and  bring 
down  the  legs ; but,  upon  trial,  he  fucceeded  be* 
yond  his  expe^lation,  and  delivered  the  child 
alive:  again,  in  cafe  3.  no.  2.  of  the  fame  col- 
lection, he  has  given  an  account,  of  the  left  arm 
and  fhoulder  of  i\\t  foetus  prefenting;  the  head 
over  the  pubes,  and  the  fore  parts  of  the  child  to 
the  right  fid^  of  the  uterus : in  which,  after  fe- 
veral  trials,  and  the  greatefl;  difficulty,  he  turned 
the  child,  and  delivered  it  alive  j but,  fays,  he 
w«s  fo  much  fatigued,  that  he  was  ndt  able  to 
raife  his  arms  to  his 'head,  for  a day  or  two : 
cafe  13.  contains  a fupplement  to  cafe  3.  from 
dr.  DURBAN,  in  which  the  arm  prefented:  as 

does, 
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does,  likewlfe,  cafe  i to  the  fame  cafe,  in  a 

letter  from  mr.  mudge,  of  Plymouth:  in  cafe 

% 

iS.  no.  2.  of  the  fame  col!e61Ion,  we  are  favoured 
with  another  arm  prefentation ; whetein  the  gen- 
tleman, who  communicates  the  cafe,  after  much 
difficulty,  fucceeded  in  his  atttempts,  to  turn, 
and  deliver  the  child  by  its  feet:  in  cafe  5.  col- 
le£Hon  35,  is  inferted,  a very  extraordinary  in- 
flance,  of  the  protrufion  and  tumour  of  the  arm; 
which,  as  well  as  one  of  the  legs,  was  pulled  off 
in  the  delivery  ; and  the  body  and  head,  after- 
wards delivered  with  the  crotchet  ; occafiored  by 
a dillortion  iniht  pelvis:  cafe  15.  contains  a fup- 
plement  to  the  above  cafe;  and  here,  the  arm 

prefented ; the  ffioulder  was  millahen  for  the 

* 

head ; the  arm  was  pulled  off;  and  the  head 
was  afterwards  delivered  with  the  crotchet. 

I 

c 

i HAVE  been  more  diffufe  in  my  quotations 
and  obfervations  on  the  prefentation  of  the  arm, 
as  it  is  a pofition  which  very  often  happens ; is 
frequently  complicated : and,  in  general,  re- 

quires the  mmoft  ffiili  and  care  of  the  accou- 
cheur. 


CASE 
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CASE  , LVIII. 

o 

v_>/ N the  24th  day  of  April,  1777,  a mid- 
wife fent  for  me  to  a woman,  with  whom  fhe 
had  been  fome  hours  ; told  me,  her  patient  had 
endured  very  violent  pains ; that  about  an  hour 
before  my  arrival,  the  membranes  had  broke, 
and  one  of  the  child’s  arms  fallen  down  into 

' I ’ 

the  birth:  and,  that  as  foon  as  fhe  perceived 
this  to  be  the  cafe,  fhe  had  defired  my  affiflance  ; 
the  woman  was  very  much  difheartened,  on  hear-  ^ 
ing  the  child  came  wrong,  as  fhe  had  always 
been  iifed  to  quick,  eafy,  and  natural  births : 
the  pains,  I was  told,  had  been  flrong,  but  • 
were  now  diminilhed ; and  as  the  waters  were 
not  all  drained  off,  the  pdvis  was  well  pro- 
portioned, and  the  woman  had  borne  feveral 

1 

children  before  ; an  immediate  fearch  for  the  legs 
' f ^ appeared 
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appeared  to  me  to  be  the  moft  eligible  plan.  It 
was  the  right  arm  of  the  child  which  prefentcd; 
therefore,  I could  not  err  in  my  conjeflure  of 
its  polition  : (he  was  already  in  a fupine  poflure, 
and  near*  the  foot  of  the  bed:  upon  which,  as 
the  os  tincce  was  fufBciently  dilated,  I lubricated 
my  hand,  and  without  altering  her  poflure,  con- 
duced it,  as  flie  laid,  between  the  body  of  the 
child  and  the  uterus  ; came  at  the  feet,  wdthout 
much  trouble,  and  by  bringing  them  down,  the 
protruding  arm,  of  courfe,  receded  into  the  ute- 
rus, and  the  delivery  was  finiflied  without  any 
very  great  difficulty.  From  hence,  it  is  evi- 
dent, how  great  an  advantage,  the  operator 
finds  in  attending  early ; and,  how  much  fooner, 
the  bufinefs  'is  done  in  that  cafe,  than  where  the 
waters  have  been  long  elapfed,  and  the  uterus 
is  contraCed ; befides,  the  good  proportion  of 
the  pelvis,  and  this  not  being  the  woman’s  firfl 
child,  both,  in  great  meafurc,  added  to  the  cafe 
and  facility  of  this  delivery. 
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IT  behoves  me  to  pay  a jufl  Tribute  of 
praife  to  the  midwife,  for  her  prudent  con- 
du61,  in  requiring  timely  affiftance : and,  I 
think,  daventers  Inflru6lions  on  this  head; 
wherein  he  advifes  the  woman  midwife,  in 
all  difficulties,  to  refer  to  the  advice  of  phy- 
ficians,  or  furgeons ; by  which  fhe  will  not 
lofe  her  credit,  or  degrade  herfelf : and  fays,  that 
it  is  more  commendable  in  her,  not  to  meddle, 
but  diftrufl  herfelf,  and  commit  the  matter  to 
another,  than  raflily  to  endeavour  more  than  fhe 
can  do;  trufling  to  her  own  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, cannot  be  inferted  in  a more  proper 
place : — it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  women  prac- 
titioners, in  general,  were  better  inflru6led  in 
the  pra6Hce  of  midwifery;  otherwife,  in  cafes 
of  the  leaft  difficulty,  they  cannot  be  able  to  ajcer- 
tain  how  far  the  bufinefs  may  be  left  to  Na- 
ture, or,  where  fuperior  affiftance  becomes  ab- 
folutely  neceffary. 
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CASE  LIX. 

I . f ^ ^ 

Mrs.  W.  after  having  been  troubled  with 

1^—  * ! ^ , 

trifling  irregular  pains  itl  the  belly,  for  many 
niehts  together ; for,  in  the  day  time,  fliie  was 
generally  pretty  eafy,  -fent  to  me  on  the  29th  of 
j^LY^  I examined  her,  and  found  the 

v,tcTinc  OTtjict  not  in  the  leafl  extenuated,  and  no 
mucus  defcending  from  the  parts  . fhe  com- 
plained' of  having  been  coftive  ; 1 pronounced 
the  pains  to  be  Jpiirioiis : direded  a medicine  of 
the  mod  gently  laxative  kind  to  be  taken  occa- 
fionally,  and  a few  drops  of  the  tindura  ihehakn, 
in  admail  draught,  at  bed-lime^  or  in  the  night, 
when  the'  uneafmefs  Qiould  return  ; by  thefe 
means,  flie  proceeded  in  a tolerably  eafy 
date,  till  the  14th  of  august  following,  in  the 
morning  of  which,  the  genuine  labour  pains 
came  on  i they  were,  at  firfl,  remOi.e,  conti- 
nued but  a little  while  at  a time,  and  a remif- 

fion 
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flon  of,  at  lead,  half  an  hour,  intervened  ; biu, 
towards  the  c\^cning,  they  acquired  a greater  de- 
gree of  force,  and  recurred  more  frequent;  the 

abdominal  tumour  fubhded ; file  was  hot,  red- 
\ 

lefs,  and  the  mucus  difeharge  was  tinged  with 
blood  ; the  membranous  bag  appeared  flaccid  to 

the  'touch;  and,  notwithdanding  the  increafed 

/ 

drength  of  the  pains,  the  os  tinccB  remained 
thick,  and  but  little  open  ; on  the  remidion  of  a 
pain,  I could  didinguifli  by  the  touch  no  parti- 
cular part  of  the  child  which  prefented : upon 
which,  the  labour  was  fuffered  to  go  on  in  its 
own  way,  till  the  pains  became  very  fevere  in- 
deed: and  now  I examined  her  again,  and 
found  the  membranes  much  more  tenfc,  and 
pndiing  agarnd  rny  finger,  with  a greater 
dilatation  of  the  os  tinea:  in  a pain  or  two  ■ 
afterwards  the  membranes  broke,  and  both 
hands  immediately  fell  down  into  the  paf- 
fage.  Here  was  another  preternatural  labour; 
in  which,  I was  fo  lucky,  as  to  be  prefent  on 
the  rupture  of  the  membranes.  The  pofition  oP 
the  Jcekis  could  not  be  well  midaken.  I advifed 

!■'  f 3 it. 
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It,  as  moft  expedient,  to  turn  the  child,  and  deliver 
it : the  patient  was  not,  in  the  lead,  averfe  to  the 
propofition,  and  was,  therefore,  eafily  placed,  in 
a convenient  poflure,  on  her  back ; when,  my 
hand,  being  well  lubricated,  I gently  .palled  it 
over  the  chefl;  of  the  child  5 but  meeting  with 
the  placenta,  which  adhered  on  that  hdc  of  the 
uterus,  I withdrew  it,  and  turning  the  woman, 
from  her  back  to  her  fide,  introduced  my  other 

N 

hand  on  the  oppolite  fide;  but  the  a6lion  of 
the  uterus  prevented  my  proceeding:  when  it 
ceafed,  I renewed  my  attempts,  and  carrying 
my  hand  up  to  the  feet  of  the  child,  w'hicli 
were  lying  towards  the  belly  of  the  mother, 
brought  down  the  legs,  and  extracted  the 
body,  with  the  utmoil  care  and  caution ; the 
placenta  followed,  without  much  difficulty ; it 
was  a fine  healthy  child,  and  had  fuftained  not 
''the  lead  accident  in  the  delivery:  the  mother 
had  an  exceeding  good  getting  up,  and  has  fince 
undergone  two  deliveries,  without  any  extraordi- 
nary trouble, — I have  been  informed  by  a gentle- 
man of  credit;  that,  about  fix  years  ago,  he 


met 
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met  with  a cafe,  where  both  hands  prefented  ; 
the  waters  had  been  long  gone  off ; the  pelvis  was 
narrow ; and  the  difficulties  he  laboured  under, 
were  almofl;  incredible  ; for,  notwithftanding  his 
utrnofl  endeavours,  there  was  no  accefs  to  come 
at  the  feet  one  arm  was,  therefore,  twi  fled  off 

I am  told,  it  is,  the  opinion  of  a very  judicious  and 
eminent  accoucheur,  that  when  we  are  called  to  a cafe,  in 
which  the  arm  prefents,  if  great  force  has  been  ufed  to  ex- 
trafl  the  child  in  that  polition ; or,  the  arms  have  been 
miihken  for  the  legs,  the  pains  at  the  fame  time  being 
very  violent,  it  is  impoffible  to  turn  the  child;  becaufe 
•we  cannot  introduce  our  hand  into  the  uterus,  the  fhoul- 
ders  and  body  of  the  child  being  puflied  low  down  into 
the  pelvis  : under  fuch  circumftances,  he  obferves,  there 
is  happily  no  necefiity  of  turning  the  child,  as  it  will 
be  expelled  by  the  power  of  the  pains  only;  yet,  in  thefe 
cafes,  he  avers,  that  the  body  of  the  child  does  not  come 
doubled,  but  the  breech  is  the  firll  part  delivered,  and  the 
head  laft,  the  body  turning  as  it  were  upon  its  czvn  uxis;  he 
does  not  confine  this  obfervation  to  a fmall  child  coming  pre- 
maturely, but  to  a child  of  common  file,  provided  the  pel- 
vis is  well  formed  ; nor  does  he  reft  his  aflertion  upon  mere 
hypothefis,  but  founds  it  on  four  cafes,  which  occurred  in 
his  own  praftice,  in  which  the  women  were  delivered;  he 
infers  not  from  hence,  that  there  is  no  necefiity  to  turn 
a child  when  the  arm  prefents ; but  leaves  it  for  future  ex- 
perience, 10  determine  how  far,  and  in  what  cafes,  the  pre* 
ceding  obfervations  ought  to  be  a guide  in  pradlice. 

F f 4 
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at  the  elbow,  and  the  child  delivered  piecemeal, 

in  the  beft  manner  the  operator  could  dire<^,  by 

means  of  the  crotchet';  and  the  poor  woman  furvi- 

ved  but  a few  hours.  Vide  mauriceau,  chap.  2 1 . 

lib,  2. — LA  MOTTE  obferves,  that  when  the  pains 

are  at  the  fliarpefl,  the  furgeon  ought  to  enquire 

into  the  fituation  of  the  child  ; and,  if  he  finds 

a hand  prefenting  through  the  membranes,  he 

ought  to  open  them  immediately,  and  proceed 

to  delivery  ; preventing,  by  that  means,  its  com- 
/ 

ing  down  into  the  vagina,  which  it  would  partly 
fill,  and  be  an  impediment  to  the  introdudion  of 
the  hand  into  the  uterus : he  gives  us  two  in- 

I 

fiances  of  both  hands  prefenting;  in  one  of  which, 
obf.  244.  upon  touching,  he  found  feveral  little 
parts  confufed  together,  without  being  able  to 
tell,  whether  they  were  hands  or  feet;  he  opened 
the  membranes,  and  found  them  to  be  the  hands ; 
wherefore,  he  pufhed  on  to  the  bottom  of  the 
uterus,  and  met  with  the  feet  very  far  from  one 
another,  and  joining  them  together,  finifhed  the 
work  ; the  placenta  foon  after  following:  he  further 
remarks,  that  any  praditioner  may  be  in  doubt, 

about 
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about  knowing  the  hands  from  the  feet,  through 
the  membranes ; but  fays,  it  is  of  no  confer 
cjuence,  fincc  the  fame  thing  is  to  be  done  in  ei- 
ther cafe  : the  operator,  however  will,  in  this  in- 
fiance,  find  it  bell,  not  to  be  too  precipitate, 
and  attempt  a rupture  of  the  membranes,  till 
he  finds  the  uterine  orifice  fufficiently  expanded, 
— The  next  cafe  of  both  the  hands  prefenting,  is  in 
his  245th  obf.  the  woman  had  flrong  pains ; 
the  membranes  broke  (uddenly,  and  difeharged. 

the  waters,  and  the  hands  with  the  breaft, 

\ 

were  pufhed  down  at  the  fame  time, 
the  fame  violence : he  put  her  in  a proper  fitua- 
tion  to  be  delivered,  as  foon  as  the  pains 
fhould  abate  their  fury  ; kept  his  hand  upon 
the  bread;,  and  as  foon  as  flie  had  the  leak 
interval,  Hid  it  along,  to  find  the  feet,  which 
he  did  not  fucceed  in  for  a great  while ; 
but,  at  length,  obtained  them,  with  much  hard 
labour,  and  delivered  a weakly  child ; which 
lived  but  a fliort  time. — Dr.  astruc,  fpeaking 
of  the  prcfenlaiion  of  the  hands^  Dys,  “ this 
poflure  is  eahly  known,  when  the  membranes 
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afe  ruptured ; and,  as  it  is  impoffible,  for  the 

child  to  be  delivered  therein,  it  ou^ht  to  be 

» 

quickly  remedied:”  he  further  adds,  that  “ they 
endeavoured,  formerly,  to  reduce  this  cafe  to  a 
natural  labour,  by  the  head and.  fome  ig- 
norant midwives,  flill  a61  upon  this  principle: 
but,'  he  advifes,  turning,  of  the  child  immedi- 
ately, when  tfie  waters  are  drained  off,  and  to 
deliver  it  by  its  feet. — Dr.  ould  deferibes  this 
to  be  one  of  the  mod  diflBcult  cafes  in  mid- 
wifery, for  the  operator  ; as  the  head  being  out 
of  its  natural  diredion,  cannot  prefs  on  the 
orifice,  fo  as  to  dilate  it : and  the  fmalJ  dilata- 
tion that  is  made,  is  taken  up  by  the  head  ; 
which  cannot  be  put  back,  if  far  advanced,  fo 
as  to  give  admiffion  to  the  operators  hand 
to  bring  forth  the  child  by  the  feet ; _^which 
is  the  only  method  in  this  exigency  : and  the 
feet,  he  alfo  obferves,  are  at  a greater  dif- 
tance  from  the  orifice,  in  this  fituation,  than 
any  other ; the  water  is  alfo,  in  a fhort  time, 
evacuated,  when  the  head  is  not  in,  or  clofe  upon 
the  orifice,  to  hinder  its  exit ; his  diredions  arc. 


to 


V 
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to  turn  the  child,  and  bring  it  by  its  feet,  as  the 
only  fafe  and  fure  method. — In  the  third  volume 
of  dr.  sMELLiE,  colle6l,  35,  cafe  6,  we  meet 
with  a very  extraordinary  cafe,  where  arms 
were  pulled  without  the  os  externum,  the  breaft 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  pelvis ; there  had  been 

two  midwives  with  this  woman  for  two  days,  one 

! 

of  whom  was  her  mother ; both  arms  had  been 

% 

down  mofl  part  of  that  time,  and  had  often  been  ' , 

t 

pulled  at  to  bring  the  child  as  it  prefented ; the 
arms  were  much  fwelled,  and  one  being  almofl 
pulled  from  the  flioulder,  was  fnipped  off  with 
the  feiffars  : upon  infpeffion,  the  parts  of  the 
woman  were  found  livid,  but  not  tore  ; the  pa- 
tient was  flooding,  and  appeared  in  a dying  con- 
dition. Her  hufband  and  friends  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  circumflances  of  the  cafe, 
begged,  if  poffible,  fhe  might  be  delivered  be- 
fore (lie  expired.  , Contrary  to  the  Dotflor  s ex- 
peflation,  although  the  breafl  was  pulled  low 
down,  he  eafily  pufhed  it  and  the  arm  up  into 
the  uterus,  and  brought  the  child  footling.  He 

had  no  hopes  of  her  recovery,  although  fhe 

% 

feemed 
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feemed  to  revive  a little  from  the  Joy  of  being 
delivered ; becaufe  he  was  pretty  certain  that  a 
mortification  was  begun,  from  the  livid  appear- 
ance  of  the  external  parts,  and  her  complaining 
of  no  pain;  when  he  introduced  his  hand  into 
the  vagina  and  uterus  the  placenta  was  all  de- 

i 

tached  and  lying  loofe  in  the  uterus.  This  was 
not  her  firfl  child.  The  Do6lor  was  called  in 
the  evening,  and  fhe  lived  till  next  morning. — 
In  the  two  following  inflances ; where  there 
was  a prolapfion,  of  one  or  both  hands  along 
the  head,  I fuccceded  in  the  deliveries,  by  lea- 
ving the  labours  to  nature  only.  But,  in  both 
cafes,  the  prefentatlon  of  the  head  was  natural  ; 
the  pelvis  well-formed,  and  the  feetus  not  very 
large.  \ 
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CASE  LX. 

T 

JL-  WAS  fent  for  to  a villa2:e,  about  five  miles 
fl'orn  this  town,  on  tlie  fourth  of  November, 
1769,  to  a patient,  who  had  been  a confiderable 
time  in  labour,  and  was  attended  by  a mid- 
wife  ; who  told  me,  fhe  could  very  plainly 

9 

feel  one  hand  of  the  child : on  examination,  I 
found  the  os  tinea  confiderably  dilated ; the 
head  defeended  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis^ 
liearly  to  the  middle ; and  the  fingers  of  the 
left  hand,  coming  down,  on  one  fide,  at  fome 
little  difiance  before  it:  the  membranes  broke 
two  days  before ; and  the  waters  difcharged 
were  very  foetid ; from  which  it  was  con- 
cluded, that  the  feetus  had  been  dead  fome  time; 
the  pains  were  firon-g  and  regular,  and  the  woman 
under  no  apprehenfions  of  danger;  but,  fo  very 
fick,  that  no  fooner  had  a pain  left  her,  than  reach- 
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ings  and  vomitings  fucceeded,  to  the  mofl  vio- 
lent degree,  which  I ever  remember  to  have  met 
with  ; and  this,  I was  informed,  had  been  the 
cafe  from  the  beginning  of  her  labour. — The 
opinion  of  dionis,  concerning  the  vomitings, 
which  attend  women  in  labour  is,  that  they  are 

of  excellent  ufe,  and  are  a fign,  that  the  child 
\ 

will  come  right,  and  that  it  flrikes  againft  the 

i 

bottom  of  the  womb ; which  has  a fympathy 

with  the  ftomach,  by  reafon  of  the  ramifications 

of  the  nerves,  diflributed  to  both  one,  and  the 

other.  Be  that,  as  it  may,  in  this  cafe ; tho’ 

harraffing  to  the  woman,  they  were  far  from. 

being  detrimental;.  I feveral  times  attempted  to 

pufh  the  hand  up  by  the  fide  of  the  head,  but 

the  pain  or  vomitings,  alternately  recurring,  was 

as  often  obliged  to  defift ; at  length,  however, 

the  head  advanced,  and,  in  about  an  hour,  was 

fafely  delivered;  the  reft  of  the  body  followed, 

without  any  diflficulty ; the  child  was  alive,  and 

\ 

the  woman  had  a good  recovery. 
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THE  ficknefs  which  attends  labour,  from 
the  violent  efforts  of  the  uterus^  as  well  as 
the  naufea  and  retchings,  which  are  often  fo 
troublefome  in  flow  and  protracted  labours,  mofl 
probably  originate  from  the  fame  caufe,  viz, 
the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri \ by  which,  from 
the  power  of  fympathy,  the  flomach  becomes 
more  or  lefs  affected.  — It  has  been  generally 
fuppofed,  that  where  foetid  waters  have  been 
difcharged  before  the  delivery  of  the  Jxtus,  they 
are  a certain  fign  of  its  having  been  dead  fome 
time  ; but  the  fallibility  of  that  conclufion,  as 
in  this  inRance,  ought  to  make  us  on  dur  guard, 
how  w^e  incur  any  rafh  proceeding  upon  the 
'Rrength  of  fuch  a conjecture. — This  patient  was 
pretty  far  advanced  in  years  before  flie  became 
pregnant,  which  accounts  for  the  tedioufnefs  of 
her  labour ; for  the  parts  had  thereby  acquired 
a rigidity,  much  beyond  that  which  we  meet  with 
in  patients  who  are  young,  or  in  thofe  who  have 
borne  many  children. 
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CASE  LXI.  : 

In  the  year  1774.  1 was  fuddenly  called  to  a> 
patient,  who  had  been ' taken  in  labour  the  night 
before ; her  pains  had  been  fmali,  but  very  re- 
gular ; fhe  had  greatly  complained  of  the  Cramp 
in  her  thighs  and  legs  ; but  after  the  membranes 
broke,  which  was  about  an  hour  before  I faw 

I 

her,  fhe  had  been  totally  free  from  that  com- 
plaint ; file  was  rather  low  fpirited,  and  the  la- 
bour had  been  fomewhat  protraded,  by  an  unwel- 
come piece  of  news,  in  which  flie  was  much  in- 
tcrehed  ; and  which  had  been  very  imprudently 
revealed  to  her.  I gave  her  forae  confolatory  ad- 
vice ; and  obferving,  the  bad  clTccds,  which  too 
much  vexation  might  have  on  her  labour,  admini-  • 
flered  an  opiate,  and  left  her:  in  a few  hours  after 

I was 
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rovv  pelvis;  the  operator,  ever  remembenng, 
that,  unlefs  the  uterine  SrificCt  is  fufficiently  di- 
lated  to  admit  the  infinuation  of  his  h^nd;  (ex« 
cept  in  cafes  of  extreme  danger,)  it  will  be 
prudent  in  him  not  to  proceed:  and,  even  then, 

» t 

much  cafe,  and  circumfpeftion.  Will  be  found  re- 
qulfitc. — ^It  is  a matter  not  Unworthy  our  notice, 
that  the  more  hard  arid  rigid  the  chord  is,  the 
greatef  will  be  the  danger  of  breaking  it,  By  pul- 
ling, in  order  to  draw  out’  the  placeiitk^  after  the 
birth  of  the  child.  Arid  it  is  alfd  to  be  remerri- 
bered,  that,  as  the  umbilical  chord  is  ifioft  denfe^ 
firm,  and  ftrong,  next  to  the  foetus  \ fo;  it  is  ge- 
nerally extenuated  in  its  progrefs  to  the  placenta^ 
arid,  cdhfequently,  becomes  weaker  at  its  infer- 
tion  into  that  vqfcular  mafs  5 from  which,  by 
pulling  with  too  much  force,  it  Will,  6n  that 
account,  be  the  more  eafily  feper^tedo 
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CASE  LXII. 

r 

T -.  -• 

HE  4th  o£  JUNE,  1776.  Mrs.  N.  was 
taken  with  Uiieafy  fenfations  in  the  abdomen t 
back,  and  loins ; which  continuing  till  the  next 
day,  I was  fent  for ; ftie  had  a difeharge  of 
mucus  from  the  vagina ; and  there  were  other  figns 
of  approaching  labour:  notwithflanding  which, 
it  was  impoflible  to  difeover  the  os  iinca^  by 
the  touch ; . the  difficulty  of  reaching  it,  con- 
vinced me  of  the  probability  of,  at  leaft,  a lin- 
gering, if  not  a -laborious,  or  preternatural  la- 
bour: I,  therefore,  defired  that  a midwife  might 
be  kept  in  waiting ; and,  to  be  fent  for  again, 
when  her  pains  had  acquired  a greater  degree 
of  force.  It  was  not,  till  the  afternoon  of  the 
following  day,  that  my  attendance  was  again 
Acquired  j wffien  I was  informed,  that  the  pains 

had 
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had  been,  quick  and  fharp  for  fome  tinic 

paR  ; that  the  waters  had  been  difchargcd, 
but  the  head  of  the  child  continued  very  high 
iip,  and  did  not  advance  in  the  leaft,  althbugh 
the  parts  were  fufficiently  open : from  this  ac^ 
count  of  the  cafe,  had  the  midwife  been  right 
in  her  conje£lure  of  the  part  which  prefented, 
there  could  have  been  but  little  doubt  of  a difficult 
labour;  but  it  ivas  more  particularly  to  be  fear- 
ed, when  now,-  upon  fearching,  I eafily  per- 
ceived; that  the  part  which  was  miflaken  for 
the  head,  was,  in  reality,  the  Jhoulder ; the 
mion  being  diftinguifhable  by  the  claviell,  and 
neck  leading  to  the  head ; I carefully  avoided 

V , 

the  leaft  furprize,  privately  convinced  the  mid- 
wife, that  the  pofture  of  the  child  was  wrong ; 
and,  after  Ibme  deliberation,  as  the  ftfong  pains 
were  much  abated,  and  the  Jhoulder  prefented, 
the  expediency  of  an  attempt  to  deliver  the 
child  footling  appeared  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
■quence.  The  midwife  was  right  in  her  ac- 
count of  the  diftendon  of  the  parts ; for,  not- 
withftanding,  the  child,  in  its  prefent  fituation, 

G g 2 ‘ rather 
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rallier  extended  from  fide  to  fide,  and  the  pre- 
fenting  part  could  not,  even  with  the  afliftancc 
of  pains,  have  had  any  great  effeft  in  dilating  and 
ilretching  the  os  uteri ; its  orifice  was  fufhciently 
enlarged  ; and,  therefore,  as  the  patient  laid  on 
her  fide,  I endeavoured  in  the  moft  gentle  and 
cafy  manner,  to  infinuate  my  hand  through 
the  vagina  into  the  uterus^  Xvith  a view  to 
obtain  the  feet:  but,  as  they  were  fituated  to- 
wards the  fundus  uteris  and  the  abdomen  was 
pendulous;  without  ufing  any  exertions,  which 
might  have  been  2:>ainful  to  the  woman,  and  proved 
fruitlefs  in  the  event;  I recommended  to  the 
patient  a prone  pofition,  refling  on  her  elbows 
and  knees,  according  to  dAventer’s  inflru6lions 
in  thi2  like  cafe,  to  which  advice  flie  gave  her 
confent ; and  then,  by  a flow,  gradual  introduflion 
of  my  hand,  I palled  the  prefenting  part,  foon 
found  the  feet,  and  carefully  brought  them 
down,  without  any  injury  to  the  back  or  hips, 
and  afterwards  cautioufly  accompliflied  the 
whole  delivery,  in  lefs  time  than  I expefled, 
and  both  mother  and  child  did  very  well. — 
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MAURicEAU,  in  fpcaking  of  a delivery,  when 

the  child  comes  with  Jhoulder,  back,  or  breaft, 

confiders  the  Jhoulder  to  be  the  mod  difficult 

of  either  prefentation,  becaufe,  it  is  furtheft  from 

the  feet  of  the  infant  j and  very  juftly  recommends 

the  furgeon  to  attempt  the  delivery  by  the  feet,  in 

preference  to  the  former  method  of  trying  to  put 

the  ffioulder  back  to  make  way  for  the  head  of 

the  child,  that  fo'  it  may  be  reduced  to  a natural' 

birth.— DION  IS  alfo  fpeaks  of  this  as  one  of  the 

word  poftures  that  a child  can  poffibly  come  in,  * 

not  only  becaufe  of  its  great  diftance  from  the 

feet,  but  alfo  becaufe  the  head  and  neck,  when 

thus  placed,  are  very  much  fqueezed  and  com- 

/ 

prefied.' — We  find  the  judicious  daventer  of 
the  fame  opinion,  and  entirely  agreeing,  in  the 
mode  of  delivery,  with  both  the  foregoing  wri- 
ters. Vide  GiFFARD,  cafe  171.  portal,  obf. 
7.  19.  21.48,  & 56.  and  LA  MOTTE,  obf.  243. 
In  the  fifth  cafe  of  dr.  sm  el  lie’s  third  vol.  coll. 
34.  we  meet  with  an  inftance,  where  the  left 
Jhoulder  prefented  : after  the  body  was  delivered, 
by  firft  bringing  down  the  feet,  the  head  fluck 

G g 3.  ixK 
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in  the  pelvis ; the  ftiort  forceps  were  employed  ; 
but  not  fucceeding,  it  was  at  length  brought 
down,  and  with  rnuch  difficulty,  delivered  by  ma- 
nual affiflance  alone : in  the  firft  cafe  of  no.  2.  in  the 
faraecolleflion,  the  left  Jhoulder ; the  fore 
parts  of  the  child  to  the  right  fide  of  the  uterus  ; 
the  child  was  delivered  by  the  feet,  but  not  with- 
out changing  hands  three  or  four  times,  which 
were  much  fqueezed  and  cramped  by  the  flrong 
contradions  of  the  uterus,  &c. — in  the  next  cafe, 
the  right  Jhouldeir  prefented,  the  legs  being  againft 

‘ i 

the  fore  part,  and  fundus  uteri : here  the  delivery 
was  affilled  by  the  noqfe:  the  15  th  cafe  of  the 
fame  number,  contains  a Jhoulder  prefentatipn, 
with  a pendulous  belly:  and  daventer’s  ine- 
thod  pf  turning  the  tvoman  to  her  knees 
and  elbows,  is  advifed  to  be  tried  in  fuch  cafes; 
cafe  the  third,  of  the  ctnth  colledion.  in  the 
fame  vplurne,  exhibits  an  inftance  of  a Jhoulder 
prefentation ; in  which,  we  find  the deli- 
vered, by  the  fliocking  expedient  of  tearing  dotyn 


the  body  with  the  crotchet. 
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CASE  LXIIL 

jEiARLY  in  the  morning  of  tlie  11th  of  no- 
VEMBER,  1774.  being  fent  for  to  a woman,  wliofe 
former  labours  had  been  natural,  and  not  attended 
with  any  extraordinary  difficulties  ; I found  the 
membranes  broke,  and  that  one  of  the  hips  pre- 
fented ; it  was  the  left,  lituated  above  the  pubes, 
and  the  thighs  were  to  the  right  lide ; the  os  uteri 

1 

was  pretfy  much  fpread,  and  the  labour  pains, 
which  had  been  very  ftrong,  were  now  grown 
weaker,  and  recurred  at  very  long  intervals 
in  this  polition  of  the  cafe,  I did  not  hefitate,  to 
give  it,  as  my  opinion,  that  the  child  fhould  be 
turned,  and  delivered ; I ordered  an  emollient  clyf- 
ter  to  be  given  the  patient : and  foon  after,  as  the 
woman  laid  on  her  left  fide,  gradually  paffed’  my 
rigluhand  into  the  vaginayd.hd  pufhing  gently  for- 

G g 4 ward, 
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ward,  fo  as  to  raifc  the  breech,  advanced  It 
along  the  thighs  to  xht  Jundus  uteri;  the  wa- 
ters being  not  all  evacuated,  facilitated  the  intrq- 
du£lion  of  my  hand  to  the  fundus ; where  I 

ealily  found  the  legs,  and  having  brought  them 

•# 

and  the  diighs  down,  I turned  the  belly  to  the 
Jacrumt  and,  in  a few  minutes,  effeded  the  de- 
livery • both  the  mother  and  child  did  well : in 
this  cafe  it  was  a very  material  advantage  to  me, 
that  the  waters  were  not  all  evacuated,  and  con- 
feqqently,  the  uterus  but  little  contra^ed  round 
the  child’s  body:  the  facility  with  which  I deli- 
vered was  alfo  much  owing  to  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  child,  a well-forined  pelvis^  and  the  woipan 
having  before  borne  feveral  children.— I have 
liiice  attended  the  fame  perfpn  in  three  Lyings- 
in,  and,  in  neither,  of  which,  had  much  more 

to  do,  than  to  receive  the  child  in  a fhort  time 
'1/  ■ 

after  coming  to  her.— ^giffarp,  in  cafe  49.  met 
with  a child  prefenting  with  the  right  hip  fore- 

t ' 

moll ; he  endeavoured,  by  pafTing  his  fqrc-fingcr 
over  the  thigh,  near  the  groin,  to  draw  the  hip 
forvvard;  but  that  iiiethod  not  fuccceding,  he 

t^ied 
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tried  to  bring  a firing,  doubled  over  tlie  end  ofhls 
finger,  over  the  thigh,  and  with  fomc  difficulty  did 
jt;  and  paffing  up  a finger  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
thigh,  he  took  hold  of  the  part  of  the  firing  that 
was  doubled,  and  brought  one  end  out  of  the  lar 
hidy  and  then  taking  both  ends  in  his  hands,  wheri 
a pain  came  on,,  fie  pulled  gently  towards  him, 
advifing  the  patient  at  the  fame  time,  to  pref^ 
flrongly  down  ; by  which  means,  he  found  the 
child  advance  according  to  his  wifh,  and  was 
foon  able  to  extricate  the  hips,  and  bring  out  the 
legs  and  thighs ; but  finding  the  belly  turned 
fomewhat  fideways,  he  put  one  hand  upon  the 
back,  and  his  other  under  its  belly,  and  turned 
th^  face  towards  the  anus  of  tfie  mother  ; when 
he  had  brought  the  child  as  far  as  the  fhoulders, 
he  fetched  down  the  arms;  and. finding  it  flick 
at  the  head,  put  two  fingers  into  its  mouth, 
and  by  palling  gently  at  the  lower  jaw,  and  at 
the  back  part  of  the  fhoulder,  in  a ffiort  time 

( I ' . i ' i ■ . ' . - 

brought  out  the  head;  the  child  was  born 

i I i ' ‘ 

alive,  but  died  foon  after.  Vide  cafes  123.  ujj. 

k 
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Sc  204.  of  the  fame  author.  And  la  motte, 
obf.  283.  & 284.  who  obferves,  that  there  is  no 
part  which  refembles  the  head  more  than  the 
hip,  it  being  hard  and  round,  and  always  at  a 
great  dihance,  as  it  will  not  admit  of  being  bent 
enough  to  engage  in  the  pafTage,  unlefs  forced, 
'indeed,  by  the  fharpefl:  pains  a woman  can  en- 
dure,  after  the  coming  away  of  the  waters : he 
advifes  the  furgeon  not  to  flay  till  this  pretended 
head  advances ; but,  without  delay,  to  fet  about 
enquiry  into  the  fituation  of  the  child.-r-poRTAL 
has  given  a cafe,  in  obf.  52.  where  a child  was 
fituated  with  the  hip  forernofl ; and  he  fafely 
delivered  it  by  introducing  his  hand,  and  bring- 
ing the  child  by  its  feet : he  adds,  that  it  was 
born  alive,  notwithilariding  it  had  voided,  be- 
fore delivery,  much  meconium^  or  black  excre- 
ments : contrary,  he  fays,  to  what  is  afferted  by 
mr.  viardEl,  in  the  4th  chap,  of  his  obferva- 
tions,  page  75.  viz.  That,  upon  fearching  a 
patient,  he  met  with  the  faid  excrement,  and 
thence  concluded  that  the  child  was  dead : add- 
ing, that  no  body  before  him  had  made  this  ob- 

■ t 

fervation.” 
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irvation.”  Our  author  very  juflly  ,contradi£ls 
bis  affertion:  and  adds,  “ That  of  an  hundred 
hildren,  which  came  with  the  fundament  fore- 
noft,  at  lead,  fourfcore  are  born  alive,  though 
hey  always  void  thefe  black  excrements.”  And 
lere  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  mecor 
lium  either  palTed  by  itfeif  or  with  the  waters,  is 
ilmoft  a general  concomitant  of  a breech  prefen- 
ation— in  any  other  preternatural  pohtion  of  the 
:hild;  or,  where  the  labour  is  attended  with 

t ' ■ 

extraordinary  circumdances;  the  difcharge  of 

he  meconium  ought  never  to  be  conlidered  as  a 

:ertain  indication  of  the  fcdiis  in  utero  being  ex- 

linEl ; the  mod  certain  ligns  of  which  will  be 

found  to  be  the  cadaverous  fmell  of  the 

kvaters,  evacuated  from  the  uterus  \ no  pulfation 
« 

in  the  fontinelle^  funis^  wrid,  or  ancle:  but,  above 
ail,  and  which  is  the  mod  unerring  indication  of 
the  child’s  death;  and,  that  the  greated  de- 
gree of  putrefaction  certainly  obtains,  is,  the 
:uticles  peeling  off  to  the  touch  : mod,  if  not 
all  of  the  other  figns,  which  authors  have  taken 
much  pains  to  delineate  are,  at  bed,  equivocal 

and 
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^nd  uncertain ; and,  by  relying  on  them,  we 

fliall  often  be  deceived.  In  refpe£l  to  the  mcco^ 

niunif  I have  frequently  known  a difeharge  of  it, 

where  the  prefentation  has  been  natural,  and  the 

delivery  fortunate  and  expeditious.  But  to  re- 

» 

turn  to  what  more  immediately  concerns  the 

/ 

cafe  above  related ; J fliall  refer  the'  reader 
to  cafe  8,  coll.  32.  of  dr.  smell ie’s  3d  vol. 
which,  in  fome  refpe61s,  is  nearly  fimilar  to 
that  which  fell  under  nay  care : alfo,  in  cafe  4. 
coll.  34.  we  find  the  fide  of  the- hip  prefent-i 
ing,  with  the  fore  parts  of  the  child  to  the 
back  part  of  the  uterus ; in  which  cafe,  the  au- 
thor tells  us,  the  child  was  fafely  delivered, 
as  in  breech'  cafes;  in  cafes  of  both  10.  & Ji. 

t I 

in  the  fame  coll,  we  find  the  haunch  of  the 
child  prefenting ; and,  the  deliveries  effeded 
as  before. 

If  ’ 


CASE 
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CASE  LXIV. 

L WA  S called  tb  a woman  in  labour  about  fix 
’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  of  septem* 
ER,  1 769.  a midwife  had  been  long  in  waiting, 
nd  the  waters  fome  time  gone  off:  upon  exa- 
mination, I found  the  hands,  feet,  and  funis, 
Itogether  in  the  vagina  ; upon  which,  I turned 
be  woman  to  a fupine  pofture,  and  introduced 
my  hand,  well  lubricated,  fecured  the  feet, 
Touffht  them  down  without  the  lahia\  the  other 
larts  receding  in  proportion  as  the  feet  ad- 
anced,  and  the  child  was  pretty  eafily  deli- 
ered ; the  fmallnefs  of  its  fize,  the  retention  of 
he  placenta,  and  recurrence  of  labour  pains, 
nade  me  fufpe6l  another  child  behind  ; and  upon 
ilacing  my  hand  externally  between  the  umbilicus 
nd  pubes,  I found  a hard  circurafcribcd  tu- 


mour: 
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moiir:  and|  upon  gently  introducing  my  hand 
into  the  uterus,  at  fecond  fet  of  membranes  was 
perceptible,  but.  no  part  of  the  child  diftirt- 

guifhable  through  them : 1 ordered  a gentle 

% 

compreflion  to  be  made  on  the  abdomen,  as  the 
woman  was  in  a pretty  good  hate,  thought  it 
beft  to  wait  for  the  natural  pains ; by  the  force 
^ of  which  only,  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  the  mem- 
branes broke,  and  the  child  was  delivered 
breech  foremoft.  No  attempt  had  been  made 
to  extra6l  the  firft  placenta ; on  the  ftmis  of  which 
I had  applied  a ligature  at  that  end  next  the 
mother : I had  now  both  chords  at  my  com- 
mand, and  the  placenta,  which  formed  but 
one  mafs,  foon  advanced  towards  the  uterine 
orifice  \ whete,  front  the  fize,  it  met  with  cdn- 
fiderable  refiftance,  and  I was  obliged  to  intro- 
duce two  fingers  into  the  vagina;  by  which 
means,  I brought  down  the  edge,  and  after- 
wards the  whole  body  followed,  with  very  little 
difficulty. 


[ ,?75  ] 

IT  is  a rule,  well  worthy  the  practitioner's 
mofl  ferious  confideration,  never,  by  force,  to 
attempt  the  delivery  of  the  placenta^  after  one 
child  is  born,  and  no  doubt  remains  of  their 
being  a fecond;  as  by  fuch  practice,  in  an  igno- 
rant pretender  to  midwifery,  I once  knew  a 
flooding  brought  on,  which  proved  fatal,  even 
before  the  fecond  child  was  well  delivered.  After 
the  birth  of  the  firft  child,  it  will  be  prudent 
and  fafe,  to  make  a gentle  compreflion  on  the 
abdomen,  for  this  very  fubflantial  reafon;  that 
the  fudden  removal  of  uterine  preffure  may  not 
be  attended  with  dangerous  confequences.  In 
general,  we  find  but  one  placenta  to  one  child ; 
yet  it  frequently  happens,  as  in  the  cafe  before 
us,  that  there  are  Tvv^ns,  which  have  only  one 
placenta,  in  common  to  both:  and  lartholin, 
in  his  Epiflle  cent.  iii.  Epift.  62.  makes  men- 
tion of  a woman  having  mifearried  of  three 
children,  who  had  only  one  placenta,  in  com- 
mon to  them  all.  In  cafe  8.  coll.  37.  of  dr. 
smellie's  9,d.  vol.  we  meet  with  an  inflance  of 

\J 

three  childien;  two  of  which  had  one  placenta 
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in  common  to  them  both,  and  the  third  one  to 
itfelf.  In  the  cafe  which  follows,  is  deferibed  the 
hiftory  of  three  children  at  a birth,  two  of 
whom  had  likewife  their  placentcB  joined  toge- 
ther, and  one  feparate.  And  la  motte,  in  obf. 
300.  fpeaks  of  three  children  at  a birtH,  whofe 
placent(Z  were  all  united,  and  formed  a mafs  of  a 
prodigious  bignefs ; which  was  likewife  the  cafe 
in  another  delivery  of  Twins,  that  immedi- 
ately follows  in  obf,  301.  arid,  in  both  thefe 
cafes,  he  tells  us,  that  he  was  not  able  to  obtain 
the  placenta  by  the  chords,  but  was  obliged  to 
have  rccourfe  to  manual  afliftance.  Vide  cafe 
101.  of  this  colleflion. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXV. 

T*  ’ ’ . 

JL  HE  2gtH  of  NOVEMBER,  1775-  I was 
called  to  a woman,  whofe  midwife  about  eight 
hours  before  had  delivered  her  of  one  child  by 
the  natural  pains  ; but  finding  it  impolTible  to 
bring  away  the  ptacenia  ; file  had  examined,  andf’ 
found  the  head  of  another  child,  which,  as  the 
pains  were  good  and  ftrong,  flie  every  momernt' 
expeded  to  advance,  and  be  delivered  ; but,  at 
length,  finding  the  pains  flacken,  and  the  wo- 
man, fhe  faid,  much  weakened  by  flooding ; fhe 
had  requefled  further  afTiftance  ; I found  the  pa- 
tient hot,  refliefs,  and  weak,  and  the  pains  not 
very  flrong  but  pretty  regular  ; at  the  fame  time, 
upon  examination,  I was  glad  to  find  the  head 
had  paffed  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  arid  was  fo  far  - 
advanced,  that  the  foft  parts  of  the  woman 

H h be- 
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began  to  protrude.  The  draining  of  blood, 
Vvhich  the  midwife  had  thought  to  be  a utt^ 
rim  flux,  proved  a difeharge,  froiti  the  navel 
firing  of  the  child,  which  had  been  firfl  de- 
hver«d.  After  making  a ligature  on  the  bleed- 
funis,  and  waiting  a few  minutes,  the  child 
was  delivered  without  any  difficulty ; appeared  to 
have  been  dead  no  great  time,  and  moft  pro- 
bably was  injured  by  the  flux  from  the  funis  ; the 
placenta  was  in  one  large  mafs  with  two  chords* 
pretty  eafily  . feparated,  and  was  delivered  foon 

I 

after  the  birth  of  the  fecond  child  : the  woman 
continued  very  feverifh,  with  a quick  pulfe,  corn- 
plained  of  pain  and  ficknefs  at  her  flomach  ; 
had  little  reft  that  night ; and  the  next  morning 
was  attacked  with  the  incipient  fymptoms  of  a 
puerperal  fever ; fhe  had  vomited  a large  quantity 
of  Mack  bile  from  the  flomach*  fliew^ed  great 
anxiety,  fighed  deeply,  and  laboured  under  much 
dejedion  of  fpirits;  the  lochia  had,  at  firfl, 
flowed  in  a fmall  quantity,  but  now  totally  dif- 
appeared:  the  next  day  fhe  became  highly  con-^ 
vulfed  and  delirious,  and  expired  on  the  fourth 

from 
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from  her  deiivery.~Dr.  leake  remarks,  that 

/ 

• 

whenever  the  quickncfs  of  die  piilfe  does  not  foon 
go  off,  after^  the  delivery,  it  denotes  fdniething 
aiiiifs  in  the  habit,  which  may  kindle  tip  a fe- 
ver ; and,  which  is  alw^ays  found  to  be  the  more 
dangerous,  the  fooner.  it  irivades  the  patient.—^ 
HIPPOCRATES,  in  his  Aphorifms,  takes  notice, 
that  black  excrenients,  refembling  black  blood; 
are  to  be  looked  tipdn  aS  a bad  omen : and,  that 
black  bile  rejcScd  either  upwards  (k  dow’h wards 
at  the  bcgirining  of  a difeafe,  is  a mortal  fign ; 

which  obfetvation  was  iii  this  cafe  too  fatally 

« 

verified — Dr.  Rurton  has  given  an  inflance  of  a 
mother  and  child  being  almofl  wholly  drained 
of  their  bloody  by  the  rriidwife’s  riegleding  to  tie 
the  navel  firing  of  the  JirJl  of  the  fwins^  which, 
was  brought  forth  without  perceiving  that  the 
bther  fiill  remained  in  the  womb.  It  is  very 
probable,  that  as  this  patient  laboured  tinder  the 

pathognomonic  fymptoms  of  putridity,  that  mighty 

* 

in  great  meafurc,  be  the  caufc  of  her  death. 
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CASE  LXVI. 


COMMUNICATED 
IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE* 


^ *5  SEPT.  30,  1769.' 

DEAR  SIR, 

“ ROM  fome  fingular  cafes, 
which  have  lately  occurred  to  me  ; I take  the 
“ liberty  of  fele£Hng  the  following  one,  for  your 

I 

perufal  and  opinion:  about  two  o’clock  in  the 
**  morning  of  the  16th.  pad,  I was  fent  for  to  a 
young  lady,  in  labour  of  her  firfl  child  ; and 
**  found  her  under  much  anxiety  and  depreflion 

“ of 


f 


“of  mind,  froni  having  lofl  her  hufband  a few 
“ weeks  before  by  the  fmall  pox ; from  which 
“ diRemper,  of  the  difUnft  kind,  flie  hcrfelf^was 
“but  juR  recovered;  a midwife  had  been  in  . 
“ waiting  for  a week,  who  informed  me  that 
“ the  patient  had  been  in  labour  for  the  greatell 
“ part  of  that  time.  The  pulfe  was  extremely 
“ languid ; I gave  her  two  fjjoons-full  of 
“ a cordial  mixture ; and  foon  after,  in  the 
**  courfe  of  a little  pain,  took  the  opportunity  of 
“ examining  her;  the  os  iinece  was  pretty  widely  ' 

“ fpread,  though  very  high  up,  inclining  back- 
“wards;  the  parietal  bones  dcculTated  each 
“ other,  and  pufhed  down,  in  a lengthened 
“ form,  to  near  the  middle  of  i\\t  pelvis  \ whofe 
“ capacity,  I could  plainly  perceive,  to  be  re- 
“ trenched  by  the  intrufion  of  the  vertebree  lum^ 

“ horum  over  the  facrum,  I felt  myfelf  rriod 
“ extremely  unhappy,  for  the  pofTible  danger  of 
“ the  cafe,  and  diffident  of  my  own  powers, 

“ without  fliewing  any  marks  of  fearful  appre- 
“ hcnfion,  or  conveying  the  leaR  idea  to  the  pa- 
“ lient  of  her  very  difeouraging  fituation in'- 
ll h 3 “ formed 
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formed  the  relations  of  my  real  opinion  ; and* 
at  the  fame  time,  hinted  to  them  the  obliga- 
tions  I fliould  be  under,  in  their  calling  in  to 
f*  my  afliftance,  a fenior  pra6litioner,  of  efla- 
blifhed  reputation  ; but  finding  my  propofal 
**  not  properly  attended  to,  and  the  charge, 
“ which,  ofi  many  accounts,  I could  have  been 
glad  to  have  had  divided,  thus  devolved  ori 
myfelf,  and  become  entirely  my  own  ; I be- 
**  gari  to  confidcr,  that  the  firft  flage  of  the  la- 
hour  was  perfe6Hy  finiflied,  that  nature  had,  in 
V vain,  exerted  her  utmofl  efforts ; which,  with 
“ the  declining  flrength  of  the  patient;  it  was 
**  eafy  to  infer,  that  a recurrence  of  pains 
“ would  be  but  of  little  fervice  in  the  advance- 
**  ment  of  the  head ; and  feeing  not  the  leaff 
“ profpe^l  of  advantage  by  delay,  I thought  of 
“ the  long  curved  forceps,  to  extraft  the  head  as 
it  prefented : with  this  view,  I gave  her  an 
**  emollient  clyfler,  of  milk,  pil,  and  fugar.  It 
was  in  vain  that  I foyght  for  an  ear,  to  afeer- 
**  tain  the  application  of  this  inflrument ; the 
compreffon  of  the  head  was  fo  great,  as  to 
**  firmly  fix  it  in  the  pelvis ; and  the  contraeftion 

“ of 
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of  the  uterus  incrcafed  by  the  long  evacuation 
of  the  waters,  gave  me  fo  much  trouble  in  the 
introdu61ion  of  my  hand,  as  the  patient  laid 
on  her  fide,  that  I was  obliged  to  withdraw  it; 

“ when,  to  my  great  furprize,  and  as  an  addi- 
tion  to  my  embarraiTiuents,  an  incipient  flood« 
ing  came  on,  and  made  the  cafe  more  defpc-  • 
fate  and  dangerous ; however,  concealing  my 
‘‘  thoughts,  and  hill  unwilling  to  employ  th(? 

“ crotchet,  I perfevered  in  my  firfl  dcfign  ; and 
“ placing  the  patient  on  her  bach,  fuccceded  in 
“ the  introduhion  of  my  left  hand,  within  fide 
“ of  which  having  infinuated  one  blade  of  the 
“ long  curved  forceps;  I palled  up  my  right 
hand  on  the  oppoGie  fide,  and  then  witli- 
drawing  the  left,  applied  the  fecopd  blade  of 
the  forceps,  and  locked  the  handles  together; 
w'hich  was  fcarcely  done,  when  I perceived 
the  flooding  to  increafe,  the  woman  funk  away 
“ in  a fainting  fit,  and,  I was  afraid  would  in- 
evitably  expire  undev  my  hands;  I had  no. 
time  to  tie  the  handles  of  the  forceps,  and,  at 
“ tjiis  inftant,  making  ufe  of  a fmall  degree  of 

H h 4.  **>  pullinor 
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pulling  force,  the  inftrument  flipped  from  its 
hold,  and  my  tafk  now  remained  to  be  done 
**  over  again  : in  a little  time,  flie  fo  far  revived 

t 

“ from  the  fainting  fit,  as  to  drink  a little  red 
“ port ; and,  without  altering  her  pofltion,  after 
much  difficulty,  I again  applied  the  forceps, 
“ and  now  fecured  the  handles  with  a garter,  by 
“ which  time  fhe  relapfed  into  a fecond  fainting 
“ fit;  and,  during  its  paroxyfm,  I brought 
“ down  the  head,  fo  low  as  to  protrude  the  ex- 
ternal  parts  : and  now,  with  the  fore  finger  of 
“ my  left  hand,  1 could  difcover  the  forehead  to 
the  right  os  ijchium\  therefore,  .thought  it 
“ right  to  turn  it  into  the  hollow  of  the  Jacrum, 
“ as  a rneans  of  faving  the  pcrinccum  from  lacc- 
ration,  to  which  it  would  otherwife  have  been 
“ expofed  ; having  now  a good  command  of  the 
“ handles  of  the  forceps,  1 foon  effc6ied  this 
bufinefs,  and  ftanding  up,  delivered  the  head, 
which  was  fqueezed  to  a prodigious  length  ; 
**  and,  notwithflanding  my  utmofl  care  and 
caution,  the  perinceum  fuffered  a flight  lacera- 
f‘  pon ; an  accident  I was  extremely  forry  for, 

“ but 
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but  could  not,  by  any  means,  avoid  : tlie  pa«> 
**  tient  continued  in  a fainting  fit,  through  the 
“whole  time  of  the  delivery:  and,  it  was  not 
“ till  after  the  feparatiott  of  the  placenta,  wdiich 
“ happened  in  a few  minutes  after  that  Hie  came 
“to  herfelf;  it  was  about  ten  at  night  that  fhe 
“ was  delivered,  and,  till  half  pafl  twelve,  I ex- 
“ pe(fted  that  every  moment  would  be  her  lafl  ; 
*•  for  the  flooding  continued,  notwith Handing 
“ mv  utmofl  endeavours  to  reflrain  it:  this  was 
“ a fituation  truly  critical  to  my  patient,  and 
alarming  to  my  fell ; for,  flie  was  not  only  fre- 
“ quently  attended  with  faintings,  .but  the  pulfe 
“ became  feeble  and  interrupted,  and  the  extre- 
“ niities  were  cold  and  livid;  her  belly  was 
kept  in  a Hate  of  compreffion  by  a fwathe,  and 
“ the  body  in  an  horizontal  pohtion,  with  her 
“ head  leclining  downwards  ; the  windows  and 
“ doors  of  the  room  were  opened;  a bladder, 
“ half- filled  with  cold  water,  was  applied  to  the 
“ pubes  and  os  externum  ; compreffes,  dipped  in 
“ cold  vinegar,  were  applied  to  the  abdomen,  and 
“ rencw’cd  from  time  to  time ; Hill  the  languor 


“ and 
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and  faintnefs  continued,  but  happily  no  con, 
“ vulftons  enfued : I had  got  down  two  or  three 
“ fpoons-full  of  red  wine  and  water  cold,  and 
acidulated  with  lemon  juice';  the  flooding,  at 
“length,  abated;  fire  gradually  came  marl  and 
“ more  to  herfelf,  infomuch,  that  flie  fupped  a 
“ little  weak  broth;  which,  with  other  light 
“ nounfliment,  was  repeated  at  intervals,  in  fuch 
“ quantities  as  her  ftomach  would  difpnfe  with, 

^ “ and  fhe  continued  from  one  o’clock  in  the 
corning  till  ten,  without  any  more  faimintr-  I 
**  had  never  once  quitted  her  in  the  whole  time ; 

“ the  flooding,  rvas  flopped:  and,  for  two  d^vs 
“ after.  I flattered  myfelf,  that,  though  weak; 

“ and  low,  fire  was  rather  in  a convalefceiit 
llate;  but  now  a diarrhoea  fuddenly  fuper- 
“ vened,  and  filled  me  with  frefli  apprehenfiona 
“ for  her  fafety  ; (lie  had  flools  frequently,  and 
not  lefs  than  five  within  the  fpace  of  an  hour 
“ they  were  frothy,  bilious,  a.nd  mofl  intolerably 
fetid  ; the  fkin  was  dry  and  hot,  the  pulfe. 
rveak  and  quick;  a univcrfal  languor  fuccecd- 

“efl,  and  {he  was.  attacked  with  a her 
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**  life  feemed  again  in  the  mod  imminent  danger, 
**  and  her  friends  entertained  not  the  lead  hopes  of 
**  her  recovery:  I gave  her  fnaall  dofes  of  ipeca- 
cuanha  with  tinBura  thchaicat  in  proportion  j 
by  which,  the  diarrhoea  v;as,  in  a few  hours, 
V palliated,  and  the  dools  became  lefs  frequent, 
y and  more  confident ; but  the  Jiihfultus  flill  con- 
tinued,  and  fhe  was  not  wholly  free  from  it 
“ till  the  fixth  day  aft_er  its  attack : and  fhe  had 
taken  freely  of  a decodion  of  Ttruvian  barkt 
**  every  third  or  fourth  hqur,  and  julepum  e mof- 
y chot  in  the  intermediate  fpaces ; both  thefe 
medicines  were  of  infinite  fervice  to  her;  and, 
“ in  many  dages  of  puerperal  complaints,  I am 

f 

“ convinced,  by  ejiperience,  that  we  have  not  a 
f‘  more  efficacious  and  ferviceable  remedy  in  the 
y whole  materia  medica,  than  the  cortex,  pro- 
perly  preferibed.  She  made  no  water  till  the 
“ third  day  after  her  delivery,  and  then  paiTed  it 
“ vvith  pain  and  heat : gum  arahic  was  therefore 
“ dilfolved  in  water,  and  mixed  with  her  common 
“ drink;  the  lacerated  parts  of  the  perineum 
y vvere  eafily  healed,  by  carefully  defending  therri 

“ from 
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“ from  execration,  to  which  they  were  liab’e  from 

**  the  lochia,  flools  and  urine,  and  dreflTiDg  them 

“ twice  a day  with  dry  lint  and  emollient  oint- 

ment.  Thus  having  done  every  thing  in  my 

“ power  to  fupport  her  flrcngth,  and  recover  her 

“fpirits;  I have  the  peculiar  fatisfadion  of  in- 

“ forming  you,  that  (he  has  recovered,  to  the 

“ admiration  of  every  one  who  knew  her;  and, 

except'  a weaknefs  in  her  nerves,  to  which 

“ flie^  is  naturally  difpofed,  is,  at  this  time, 

“ nearly  as  well  as  at  any  former  period,  prior 

“ to  her  delivery.. — It  is  now  time  to  return  to 

“ the  child:  and,  I mud  beg  your  pardon,  for 

% 

not  taking  notice  of  it  in  its  proper  place ; 
“ but,  the  embarraffinent  I was  reduced  to,  by 
“ the  deplorable  date  of  its  mother,  cngrolTed 
the  whole  of  my  attention,  and  prevented  every 
**  digredion  Ironi  the  didrefTcd  objed  of  my  more 
“ immediate  ciye:  when  it  was  fird  born,  it 
“ could  not  be  perceived  to  breathe ; it  w^as 
“ black,  and  fwcllcd  in  the  face,  and  the 
‘‘body  livid;  I oidcred  the  head,  bread,  and 
“ extiemities,  to  be  rubbed  with  warm  flannels 

“ dipped 


dipped  in  a volatile  liniment,  and  made  no 

ligature  on  the  funis,  that  it  might  bleed  : by 

which  means,  in  the  fpace  of  five  minutes,  it 

firfi  began  to  gafp,  gradually  got  ftrength, 

cried,  received  a little  manna  diflblved  in 

warm  w^ater,  recovered,  and  is  now  fuckled  by' 
\ 

another  woman ; as  it  were  improper  to  im- 
pofe  that  talk  on  the  mother,  and,  perhaps, 
better  for  the  child,  that  it  lliould  receive  its 
food  from  a more  vigorous  confiitution.  I 

t 

fear  you  will  think  me  tedious  ; therefore  fiiall 
detain  you  no  longer,  than  to  add  the  fincere 
attachment,  with  which,  lam.  Seed- 


“ H E cafe  inferted  has  been  a 
troublefome  one : we  may  call  it  a fiddly  dif- 

“ ficuit 


THE  REPLY. 


ft 
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ficult  and  laborious  labour  indeed  ; and,  I realty 
think,  the  method  you  took,  was  the  beft  ; as^ 
‘‘  that  of  the  crotchet  is  to  -be  dreaded,  and 
fliould  ever  be  the  laH:  were  obje6lions  to 
“ be  made  to  the  cafe,  I fhould  think  it  my 
“ duty  to  apprize  you  of  them.  Might  objec- 
“ lions  be  made,  aiid  'the  objeddrs  and  myfeif 
“ were  attending,  and  in  your  cafe,  we  fhould, 
“ probably,  have  recourfe  to  the  very  . fame  me- 
“ thod ; fo  highly  is  it,  at  all  times,  to  think, 
“ fpeak,  and  a61  with  candour.  You  can  never  be 
too  prolix,  in  the  relation  of  fa61s ; it  is  thefe, 
“ without  art  or  addrcfs,  we  want  literally  told, 
“ as  they  happen.  1 am,  very  truly  yours,  See,” 

r 

IT  may  be  obferved  as  a general  rule,  that,' 
when  the  woman  haS  been  in  labour  an  unufual 
length  of  time  ; and,  though  the  os  iincce  is  greatly 
dilated,  ftill  the  head  of  the  child  continues  very 
high  up,  it  certainly  v/ill  prove  a difficult  labour, 
and  fo  vice  verja : it  is  alfp  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  forceps  will  be  always  found  to  fucceed 
befl,  after  the  woman  has  had  one  child. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXVIL 

A HE  procidentia  uteris  is  a diforder,  wlilcli 
is  found  liiucli  more  rarely  to  happen  in  the 
unimpregnated  flate^  than  otherwife  ; yetj  a de- 
licate conformation  of  the  nerves,  with  a general 
relaxation  of  the  habit,  will  fometimes  conduce 

thereto:  as,  in  a cafe,  which  fell  immediately 

¥ 

under  my  cognizance  and  care,  in  the  month  of 
march,  17^9*  The  fubje6l,  was  a young  wo- 
man, in  the  nineteenth  year  of  her  age  3 natu- 
rally predifpofed  to  netvous  complaints,  jufl  re- 
covered from  a fever,  which  had  confined  her  to 

I 

her  bed  for  fcfveral  days  ; and,  upon  catching 
frefli  cold,  by  keeping  her  legs  and  feet  too  long . 
immerfed  in  v/atcr,  a violent  coiigh  enfued ; in  a 
fit  of  which,  file  fuddeniy  complained  of  fome- 
hing  having  fallen  down  within  fide  her  belly  * 


great 


/ 
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great  pam,  and  bearing  down  ; whicK  fymptoms 
increafing,  with  every  frefh  fit  of  coughing,  at 
length  an  entire  fuppreffioli  of  urine  fupervened : 
the  belly  was  fo  much  diflended,  as  to  make 
a vifible  protuberance  of  the  bladder;  which,  I 
feared,  might  be  in  danger  of  burfiing,  before 

the  water  could  be  drawn  off : in  this  trouble- 

1 

fome  and  dangerous  ftate  of  the  cafe,  it  -was, 
with  much  difficulty  of  perfuafion,  that  I could 
overcome  the  falfe  delicacy  of  the  patient,  by 
reprefentations  of  the  riiTc  fihe  ran  by  delay,  and 
the  abfolute  neceffity  which  appeared  for  exa- 
mining the  parts,  and  of  drawing  off  the  urine — 
by  paffmg  a finger  up  the  vagina,  I found  the 
procidentia  uteri  complete ; the  os  tincce,  the  pre- 
fenting  part,  fo  low  down  as  almofl  to  appear 
without  the  labia ; the  parts  w^ere  fo  irritable  and 
inflamed,  that  (lie  ffirunk  aw’ay  with  pain  from 
the  touch ; ffie  w’as  hot,  had  a flight  tenejmus, 
and  fome  naufea : 1 therefore  preferibed  an  ano- 
dyne cmulfion  : gentle  laxatives ; emollient  fo- 
mentations ; and  emptied  the  return  with  a foft- 
ening  clyfler;  keeping  her  continually  in  an  ho- 


Tizonta 
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rizontal  pofition  ; after  thefe  means  had  been  fuf- 
ficiently  tried,  and  more  eafe  procured,  I intto- 
duced  the  catheter,  without  any  difficulty,  and 

y 

drew  off  a great  quantity  of  water  ; a recumbent 
poflure  was  Rill  direffed,  and  the  anodyne  emul- 
Ron  continued  till  the  fourth  dav,  when  I con^ 
ceived  i:  right  to  attempt  the  reduffion  of  the  ute^ 
rusy  and  placing  the  patient  upon  her  knees  and 
elbows,  with  her  head  downwards,  my  fingers 
being  well  anointed  with 'pomatum,  thoroughly 
effeffed  that  bufinefs  ; ReR,  a proper  regimen, 
and  pollure,  was  Rill  obferved,  and  the  free  ufe 
of  oleum  ricini,  with  a few  drops  of  tinSura  the-' 
haica  at  bed-time,  palliated  the  cough,  and  pre- 
vented any  uneafy  conRipation  of  the  bowels, 
which,  by  bringing  on  Rraining  Rools,  might 
otherwife  have  renewed  the  complaint;  every 
proper  precaution  being  taken,  and  the  habit, 
braced  in  due  time,  the  patient  entirely  re- 
covered, and  has  fince  remained  free  from  the 
leaR  relapfe. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXVIII. 

I 

In  JULY  1770,  a young  woman,  of  a lax  ha* 
bit,  about  twelve  or  thirteen  weeks  advanced 
in  her  fecond  pregnancy,  after  much  trou- 
ble and  vexation,  on  a fudden  complained 
of  a difficultv  in  makitig  - water  'and  going  to 

^ .1 

flool  : this  continued  for  two  days,  when  a 
total  floppage  of  urine,  tenefmus,  vomiting,  and 
bearing-dow’n  pains,  refembling  thofe  of  labour, 

came  on.  She  had  fought  for  no  advice,  and  this 

{ 

was  the  fourth  day  fince  fhe  had  either  paffed  a 
drop  of  urine,  or  gone  to  flool;  her  inclination 
to  which  had  frequently  brought  on  drainings, 
which  confequently  ferved  to  favour  the  defeent 
of  the  uterus  ; which,  upon  examination,  was 
found  to  form  a large  finooth  tumor  in  the  xjulva, 
and  was  fo  tightly  wedged  into  the  pelvis,  that  I 

found 
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found  it  impofTiblc  to  pafs  ray  finger,  on  any 
fide,  between  the  tumor  and  the  iurrounding 
parts.  Tlie  fwelling,  in  time  of  a pain,  puflied 
forward,  and  felt  not  much  unlike  the  head  of  a 
child,  protruding  with  the  labour  pains.  To  re- 
move every  impediment,  which  might  materially 

prevent  and  interrupt  the  redudion,  was  my  firfl 
» * • 

care  ; I therefore  ordered  an  emollient  clyfler  of 
warm  milk  and  water,  with  weak  chamomile 
tea,  and  a proper  quantity  of  olive  oil,  to  be  im- 
mediately given,  that  the  reBum  might  be  emp- 
tied of  its  contents , but  fuch  was  the  prelTure 
« 

upon  this  bowel,  that  little  or  none  of  the  clyfler 
was  thrown  up,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
that  the  pipe  was  introduced  at  all.  Every  me- 
dicine, which  was  drank,  was  immediately  re- 
je£led,  and  the  catheter,  after  repeated  trials,  I 
was  obliged  to  lay  by  ; for,  although  it  fome- 
times  in  part  gained  admiffion,  no  water  was 
drawn  off.  I then  had  the  patient  placed  on 
her  knees  and  elbows,  with  her  head  reclining 
downwards,  and  an  aififiant  to  fupport  it ; but 
all  ray  attempts  with  my  fingers  in  the  vagina 
' I i 2 and 
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and  rc6lum.  to  afflfl  in  raifins;  the  defcending:  tU- 
mor,  were  utterly  inefFe£lual;  another  praditloner 
was  called  in,  but  our  united  endeavours  were 
fruitlefs  ; the  poor  woman  had  mofl  feverc  nau- 
fea  and  vomiting,  became  delirious,  convulfed, 
and  died  in  great  agonies,  in  the  morning  of 
the  fixth  day,  from  the  firfl  acceflidn  of  her 
complaints.  In  the  26th  plate  of  Dr,  hunter's 
gravid  uterus,  this  diforder  receives  much  ufe- 
ful  illuflration  ; and  in  the  Medical  Obferva- 
tions  atid  Enquiries,  we  meet  with  two  fatal  in- 
flances,  where  the  redudlion  of  iho:  uterus,  as  in 
the  cafe  above  recited,  could  by  no  means  be 
efFedled  ; in  the  firft  there  was  a rupture  of  the 
bladder  : in  the  fecond  cafe,  which  is  an  ap- 
pendix to  the  firR,  and  publifhed  by  the  inge- 
nious and  learned  Dr.  william  hunter,  it  was 
very  extraordinary  that,  upon  opening  the  body 
after  the  death  of  the  unfortunate  patient,  that 
the  uterus  in  that  retrover  ted  Rate,  was  giown  fo 
large,  and  thence  fo  wedged  in  the  pelvis,  that 
it  could  not  be  taken  out  till  the  Jymphifis,  of 
the  ojpi  pubis,  had  been  cut. through,  and  the 

bones 
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bones  conHclcrably  torn  afundcr,  to  enlarge  the 
fpace  within  the  bones  of  the  pelvis.  See.  See. 
Dr.  HUNTER  recommends  placing  the  woman  on 
her  knees  and  elbows,  with  her  head  down-* 
wards,  and  by  introducing. one  hand  up  the'U^- 
gina,  attempting  to  draw  it  forwards  at  the  fame 
time,  with  two  fingers  of  the  other  hand  in  ano^ 
we  endeavour  to  pufh  up  the  fundus  uteri : and 
farther  tells  us,  that  if  this  cafe  is  difeovered 
foon  after  it  happens,  that  it  may  be  reduced  by 
this  method  ; but  that  when  the  uterus  is 
verkdy  it  will  always  remain  fo,  unlefs  re- 
lieved before  the  feetus  becomes  fo  large,  and 
the  uterus  fo  diflended,  as  to  lock  itfelf  up  in  the 
pelvis;  at  which  time,  and  not  before,  the 
mother  begins  to  feel  exquifue  torture.  In 
the  hiRory  of  the  firR  of  thefe  cafes,  it  ap- 
peared from  the  general  habit,  and  a previous 
prolapjus  vaginrs,  that  relaxation  in  general,  and 
particularly  ol  the  uterine  ligaments  and  append- 
ages, was  the  grand  pre-difpoRng  caufc  of  this 
misfortune  ; and  that  the  catheter  was  conRantly 
pafTcd  into  the  urethra,  by  feeling  the  end  of  the 

inRru- 
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inflrumcnt,  while  in  the  urethra,  and  by  repeat- 
edly drawing  off  fmall  quantities  of  urine,  fo 
that  the  meatus  was  clearly  -and  diftinclly  felt 
under  the  Jymphifis  of  the  cjfa  pubis,  and  the  tu- 
mour in  the  vagina,  though  it  confiderably  di- 
ininifhed  its  diameter,  particularly  in  its  infe- 
rior part,  towards  the  os  externum,  did  not  in  the 
leaft  prefs  upon  the  urethra,  nor  made  any  ob- 
'flruiffion  to  the^  free  and  eafy  paffage  of  the  fin- 
ger between  that  and  the  pubis  ; and  confequently 
was  no  obffaclc  to  the  introduction  of  the  cathe- 
ter. This  obffacle,  the  author  obfeives,  was 
much  higher  up,  and  always  impaffable  at  a 
certain  point  from  the  cxceflive  and  fingular  forj. 
of  preffure  of  the  uterus  and  bladder  upon  each 
other,  forcing  the  latter  to  become,  as'  it  were, 
pendulous  over  the  ojfa  pubis,  and  to  form  an 
acute  anffle  with  the  lirethra,  occafioning  fuch  an 

vj  ' O 

\ 

invincible  obffru£lion,  as,  although  it  admitted  a 
fmall  quantity  of  urine,  to  infinuate  itfclf  into  the 
catheter  from  above,  it  would  by  no  means  ad- 
mit that'  inffrument  to  pafs  it  from  below.  If 
wc  appeal  to  our>  own  experience  and  obferva- 


tion, 
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tion,  cominues  our  writer,  and  credit  the  afTcr- 
lions  of  the  learned  van  swieten  (in  his  com- 
mentaries upon  ihc  A!)horiJms  of  the  illuRrious 
BOERUAAVE,)  and  thofe  of  a celebrated  dutch 
ariifl;,  whom  he  has  quoted,  we  fiiall  find  that 
it  has  fometimes  been  extremely  difficult  wlien 
the  uterus  has  been  remarkably  prominent  and 
pendulous  over  \ho.  ojfa  pubis,  to  pafs  the  catheter 
into  the  bladder  from  this  forming  an  angle 

with  its  own  neck  ; but,  in  the  cafe  which  he 
had  deferibed,  he  obferves,'  that  the  unnatural 
fituation  of  the  iiterui.  Sec.  and  the  raofl  violent 
and  fingular  kind  of  prefiure,  and  the  cxcefuvc 
confiridion  upon  the  bladday  all  concurring, 
formed  fo  acute  an  angle,  as  to  render  that  ope- 
ration impraclicable.  He  fuppoPes  that  a flexible 
catheter,  or  one  of  a particular  conitruclion, 
might  have  anfwered  here;  but,  as  he  had  not 
fuch  an  iiiRrument,  he  confeffes  that  he  did  not 
at  that  time  think  of  it.  Vide  a very  extraor- 
dinary account  of  a prolapjus  uteri  and  vefccC, 
in  the  third  vol.  of  Medical  Obfervations  and 
dinquiiies,  by  Dr.  white  of  Manchester. 

CASE 
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CASE  LXIX. 


r-g-1 

X ME  29th  of  DECEMBER,  1 777,  I was  cal- 
led to  a woman,  who,  a few  hours  before  my  ar- 
rival, had  been  taken  in  labour,  and  fent  for  a 
midwife,  who  found  fomething  protruded  before 
the  child’s  head,  which  fiie  adjudged  to  be  the 
navel-Iliing,  and  defired  my  affiflance.  I had 
attended  this  woman  in  two  preceding  labours  : 
file  was  of  a very  weakly  habit;  and,  in  her  laft 
labour,  the  womb,  by  the  force  of  the  pains, 
had  defccnded  into  i\\tvc4gina\  but,  by  fuflain- 
it  with  the  prelTure  oi  my  hand,  when  the 
pain  w^as  on,  the  parts  became  gradually  dilated, 
and,  in  a little  time,  the  event  was  as  favourable 
as  I could. wirn.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  not  only 

the  womb  defc^tidcd,  as  before,  but  the  vg^itui 

pro^ 
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prolapfed  by  the  force  of  the  pains,  and  pro- 
truded confiderably  before  the  head  of  the  child. 
This  the  midwife  had  miflaken  for  the  funis ; in 
the  remiflion  of  pain  I introduced  my  fingers, 
and  replaced  the  vagina,  but  it  prolapfed  again 
with  the  next  return  of  pain,  and  was  re- 
duced as  before.  The  child  was  foon  after  deliver- 
ed, and  I had  no  farther  trouble.  This  is  a difor- 
der  which  very  feldom  occurs  : the  prolapfion  of 
the  uterus  at  full  time,  is  generally  attributed  to 
an  extraordinary  width  of  the  pelvis  ; and  that  of 
the  vagina  to  extreme  weaknefs. 


THE  END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME,  ^ 
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